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Let's open our Bibles to Daniel chapter eight. Today, we’re in Daniel eight and I want 
to ask you to begin our time together now in prayer. So I want to give you a very 
specific prayer, and I want you to not just go through the motions. I am asking you 
to join with me in praying these words before we go any further in the text, and 
these are the words I want to ask you to pray with me today: “Father, use Daniel 
eight in my life to give me confidence in your word, courage in my fears, and 
continuance in my days. Father, use Daniel eight to give me confidence in your word, 
courage in my fears, and continuance in my days.” So I’m going to be quiet, and let's 
pray together those words. [Pauses] In the name of Jesus, amen.  
 
Have you ever been in a time where you doubted God's ability to keep his word? 
Have you ever read something in Scripture where you said to yourself, “No way, not 
happening, not even sure if it's true?” Have you ever seen something that paralyzed 
you in fear? Have you ever felt like you just couldn't go on another day? Have you 
ever heard something that left you shocked, dismayed, discouraged, distressed? In 
the words of Daniel in chapter eight- appalled? If you've been listening over the last 
few weeks, you certainly have heard things that are distressing and appalling.  
 
I read this past week about eleven Christians brutally tortured to death at the hands 
of ISIS. Probably you thought when I would give an illustration there about things 
that were appalling or distressing that I might go immediately to our election 
process. But I go immediately to persecuted Christians because in the media cycle 
that we are in right now, many of the atrocities that are happening in the lives of 
followers of Jesus have been put to the back of the page. Have you seen something 
that paralyzes you in fear? Maybe it was the scan that went up on the lighted wall- 
the doctor pointed and said, “It's right here. It's right here.” Maybe it was the letter 
that you found on the kitchen table, or the text message that you stumbled across 
on your kid’s phone. Father, use Daniel eight to give me confidence in your word, 
courage in my fears, and continuance in my days. 
 
Daniel eight is back to The Jungle Book.   I don't know if you've read this chapter; it's 
big to read the chapters before we get together here on a Sunday. But it's more 
animals; it's more beasts. Daniel chapter seven, you had the lion with the eagle’s 
wings, and a bear with ribs in his mouth, and a leopard with multiple wings and a 
beast that you couldn't name. And they represented kingdoms that would rise and 
fall and rulers and the animal was used, kind of like that game we play “If you were 
are an animal, what would you be?” It was like God was saying if this kingdom was 
an animal, this is the nature; this is the characteristic of who they’d be.  
 
And then you come to Daniel chapter eight and we’ve moved from lions and bears 
and leopards and unnamed beasts now to rams and goats. And the animal list 



continues and the dreams [and] visions continue. And again animals are used to 
describe the rise of kingdoms and the fall of kingdoms, the attack of one kingdom 
on another kingdom. And the ram has horns, and one horn is longer than the other 
horn and then the goat has a single horn. Then that single horn becomes four horns 
and out of that fourth horn then comes a little horn that becomes brutal and 
ferocious. That's the vision that Daniel had in the first fourteen verses of Daniel 
eight, and you read what he saw. A ram and a goat- a ram with two horns, one 
longer than the other, a goat with a single horn that attacked the ram with two 
horns and then the ram with one horn- that horn was broken and they became four 
horns and that fourth horn became a single horn. It’s brutal- especially on those who 
follow God. What does it mean?  
 
When we pick up in verse fifteen it says: “When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I 
sought to understand it. And behold, there stood before me one having the 
appearance of a man. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it 
called, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.” So he came near where I 
stood. And when he came, I was frightened and fell on my face. But he said to me, 
‘Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the time of the end.’” 
 
This is a reference from Gabriel that “Daniel, what you’re seeing is about end times. 
It’s about the moving of the future that is unfolding.” It was prophecy; it was 
apocalyptic; it was a revelation of things that were to come. Every event that Daniel 
saw in his vision in Daniel chapter eight was future. Don't miss that. Everything he 
saw on this vision was future. He was serving King Belshazzar, and it was in the third 
year of Belshazzar's reign. This is still Babylonian reign, Babylonian rule. Daniel’s 
serving King Belshazzar; that third year is when he had this vision. 
 
Verse eighteen: “And when he had spoken to me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face 
to the ground. But he touched me and made me stand up. He said, “Behold, I will 
make known to you what shall be at the latter end of the indignation, for it refers to 
the appointed time of the end. As for the ram that you saw with the two horns, 
these are the kings of Media and Persia.” 
 
Don't miss that. It was future that was coming. “And the goat is the King of Greece”- 
future. “And the great horn between his eyes is the first king. As for the horn that 
was broken, in place of which four others arose, four kingdoms shall arise from his 
nation, but not with his power.” 
 
 This means that out of this single king there would be four kings, but none of those 
four kings would be as powerful as this one singular king had been, not with his 
power. Verse 23: “ And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors 
have reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall 
arise.  His power shall be great—but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful 
destruction and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy mighty men and the 
people who are the saints. By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his 



hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without warning he shall destroy 
many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be 
broken—but by no human hand. The vision of the evenings and the mornings that 
has been told is true, but seal up the vision, for it refers to many days from now.” 
 
There's the vision, the events, what did it mean? Daniel’s sitting here and looking out 
into the future. We read it again before any of these events ever happen, but here's 
the amazing thing. Everything that Daniel saw as future you and I now look back as 
history- accurate, precise history that has taken place. When Daniel received this 
vision it was around 550 BC, 550 years before Christ. The Babylonian Empire was 
overthrown by the Medes and the Persians. You think back to our study in Daniel; 
Daniel was brought in to interpret for Belshazzar the what? The writing on the wall. 
And when Daniel interpreted the writing on the wall, that night Belshazzar was killed 
and his throne was overthrown by the Medes and the Persians. And in that 
overthrowing of the Babylonian Empire, certainly it must've clicked in Daniel's 
mind-“That's what I saw! That's what Gabriel told me would happen! It's the Medes 
and the Persians.” 
 
That picture of the ram with one long horn and one short horn symbolizing two 
kingdoms coming together in the same kingdom, but one of the horns longer than 
the other illustrates what we know in history- that the Persian empire was much 
stronger than the Median empire when you put those two together. And then a 
goat- this goat comes and attacks from different directions and spreads across the 
land, the vision says. And we’re not left guessing who that is. He says it’s the king of 
Greece, and out of this one goat there would be one single horn that’s mighty in 
power, and it would break into four kingdoms, but those four would never be as 
powerful as that single horn. And we know looking back on history that the king of 
Greece that that represents is Alexander the Great.  
 
I think it's really interesting for us to say out loud “Alexander the Great.” There's 
something that happens in us when we say that to a room full of people. Here's what 
we do in our mind, immediately we go, “Wait a minute! That's a name I heard in 
world history in my college world history class! That's a name I heard in world history 
in high school! Alexander the Great, that was an answer to one of the questions on 
my quiz in middle school!” What's just happened with us when we’re reading a 
document that’s 550 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, a prophecy that the king 
of Greece would come in and take over the Medes and the Persian Empire- what 
happens is that it just really gets real! And I know that it happened in history but 
you're telling me that in the Bible it said that this leader of Greece would come and 
overthrow the Median and Persian Empire? It’s right here.  
 
It's why Daniel eight is such an important chapter for you to have in your arsenal, to 
have in your mind, to have in your heart, you ought to just write in the back of your 
Bible somewhere- “Confidence-Daniel eight. Courage- Daniel eight.” This is the king 
of Greece. He goes on to say the great horn between his eyes is the first king; it’s 



Alexander the Great. As for the horn that was broken in place of which four others 
arose, four kingdoms shall arise. You look back in history, you can read it as prophecy 
in the Bible or you can read it in your classroom in secular history. What happened 
with Alexander the Great was that when he died at the age of thirty-three, his 
kingdom was broken into four separate kingdoms in place of which four others 
arose. “Four kingdoms shall arise from his nation but not with his power.” 
 
 It was prophecy for Daniel; it's history for us. Amen? This is God's word. When 
Daniel received this vision [it was] about 550 BC. When Alexander the Great 
overthrew the median Persian Empire [it was] about 350 BC, 200 years later. And 
then he goes on to talk about another horn, he says, “And at the latter end of their 
kingdom-“ which would've been about 200 more years toward the birth of Christ 
around 150/160 BC- “And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors 
have reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 
His power shall be great—but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful 
destruction and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy-“ listen to this phrase- 
“and destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints.”  
 
Around 150 BC, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, who was the eighth king of the Seleucid 
family that was one of the four kingdoms that broke off of Alexander the Great’s 
kingdom- the eighth king at 150 or so BC- Antiochus rises. And he is known in history 
as the most brutal king to ever attack and approach and handle the Jewish people. 
Listen to what historians write. It says, “Daniel describes him as being wicked and a 
master of intrigue, and this is exactly what he was. He began by usurping the throne 
from his nephew-“ and speaking of Antiochus, this is about 400 years after Daniel 
had this vision. “He began by usurping the throne from his nephew, the son of his 
older brother Seleucus IV, and immediately after that, he launched a campaign of 
ruthless conquest in the near East. In 170 -169 BC, he invaded Egypt. In Jerusalem, he 
tried to impose religious and cultural uniformity by suppressing Jewish worship. 
Already in 175 BC, at the beginning of his reign, he had expelled the godly high priest 
Onias III and had replaced him with Onias’ Hellenizing younger brother Jason. He put 
an end to the daily sacrifices at the Temple. He forbade the circumcision of Jewish 
infants and he made it a crime to possess a copy of the Jewish Scriptures. All this 
came to a head some years later when Antiochus seized Jerusalem by treachery. He 
had been turned back from Alexandria by the Roman commander, popularized 
Leones and now took out his frustration in a bitter and repressive campaign against 
Jews. He sent his general Apollonius into the city with 20,000 troops and there 
erected an idol of Zeus in the Temple area. He desecrated the altar by offering swine 
up on it. This was the greatest affront to faithful Judaism that could possibly be 
imagined, and the idol became known to the Jews as the abomination of desolation 
and later served as a type of that future abomination to be caused by the Antichrist 
in the last days.” 
 
I share those words with you to remind you that what Daniel had seen some 500 
years prior to these events unfolding, and now here's where we are today- 



everything that Daniel saw as prophecy, you and I now see as accurate history. 
Amen? We’re talking about the word of God. In fact, the details of Daniel eight are 
so accurate and precise in relativeness to what happened in history that people have 
gone back and tried to come up with some way to argue about the date of the 
writing of Daniel. They said there's no way that it could just [with] a natural man's 
ability to predict things to be able to predict and prophesy things this accurate. What 
was Daniel's response to all of this? 
 
Verse twenty-seven: “And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I 
rose and went about the king's business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not 
understand it.” 
 
Had Daniel ever seen anything that had appalled him? He had a vision of it. He saw 
something that made him physically sick. His response to this vision was to be laid up 
in bed for a few days. He didn’t understand what God was doing and why the people 
of God would suffer like they would suffer in the days and years to come. There's 
something that happens here in Daniel chapter eight. And I want to offer to you this 
morning a source of confidence, encourage and continuance. One of the things that 
happens when you're preaching through books of the Bible and you start studying is 
you read and you study what other people have written through the years. And one 
of the things that happens is that you're introduced to new writers, and you find 
people that have been studying things, and that's happened in this series. I'm reading 
a guy that has written about Daniel that I’ve never read any of his work before, and 
God’s really using him to minister to my heart as we study through Daniel. His last 
name is Duguid. A friend that serves in Rome, Italy with the International Mission 
Board, Reed Carr, suggested this writing to me as I work through Daniel.  
 
I want you to listen to what Duguid wrote about Daniel chapter eight. He said, “In 
many ways the message of this vision was actually good news to generations of 
saints who suffer at the hands of earthly kingdoms. Human eyes look so powerful 
that they seem to have no weaknesses and no chinks in their armor.” He goes on to 
say that Daniel chapter eight shows us “earthly thrones and dominions come and go 
in ceaseless round. Only the kingdom of God is forever.” He said Daniel would learn 
that lesson in the rise and fall of kingdoms. And then listen to what he writes. He 
says, “The same lesson is valid for us as well. The monsters that fill our nightmares 
depriving us of sleep are most commonly not the rise and fall of world empires, but 
threats to our own present future, threats to our own present safety and security.” 
Perhaps your health outlook is threatened by the discovery of a lump that might be 
cancerous, or your children are about to leave home and you fear that your life will 
be empty. Perhaps you have to care daily for a loved one and you don't know how to 
cope with that today. Can I just stop right here and put a little parentheses? Do you 
know that one of the most common things going on in the life of our church family- 
let’s just take about two thousand people of our church family- do you know what 
one of the most common threads that is going on in the life of our church? It's 
children who are in the midst of making decisions about how to care for their aging 



parents. Dozens and dozens and dozens of people in our church right now face 
imminent or soon to be eminent decisions about what they are to do about their 
parents, how to love their parents through hard days. Duguid goes on, he says, 
“Perhaps you wrestle with depression and despair to the point that you’ve 
contemplated suicide. Perhaps you're already experiencing intense pain and suffering 
from sickness that is only likely to grow worse. Let this vision of Daniel eight cut 
your monsters down to size.” 
  
Amen? Amen? Yeah. It goes right there. Put an “amen” right there. We’re praying for 
this today. We’re praying that we would have confidence in his word. Where in 
Daniel eight do we find confidence in the word? Well, number one what we find in 
Daniel eight is that God is the true God. It's right there on the pages there of Daniel 
chapter eight. What we're dealing with in this Old Testament 550 years before the 
birth of Jesus Christ is a book that we refer to as God's word and that we refer to as 
a book that reveals to us who God is. And what we’re finding in God's word over and 
over again is that the God we’re worshiping, the God we’re clinging to, the God we’re 
believing in is the one true God. There’s a lot of people who would say to you today, 
“As long as you're sincere about what you believe, then you've got your own god. 
There are many ways to handle life and eternity. You've got your God; I've got my 
god.” 
 
What we find as you read through the book of Daniel, especially Daniel chapter 
eight, is that he gives us the confidence that this God, [this] Yahweh that we are 
worshiping is the true God. How do we know this? Because of what he does with 
prophecy. It was God himself that gave Daniel this dream, this vision. Just perhaps 
days before the Medes and Persians overthrew Belshazzar, he got the dream in the 
third year of Belshazzar. He got the vision in the third year of Belshazzar. Do you 
know how long Belshazzar served? Three years. He would walk into that palace that 
night and interpret the writing on the wall and the Medes and Persians would 
overthrow just like his vision had said, just like the angel Gabriel had told him in word 
would happen. 200 years later, a king from Greece would come. 200 years later, a 
horn out of the four horns would rise that would be brutal on the saints of God. 
What you see over and over and over again in Daniel is that the prophecies that God 
made, these were the prophecies that God stood behind.  
 
Think about in our own life what kind of testimony we have of getting things right 
every time. You look in your life over the last year at the investments that you made. 
And you thought, “Man, I’m going to put some money right there. It's a sure fire, it’s 
a win-win. I’m going to buy that piece of land. I’m going to buy that stock. I’m going 
to invest in that guy’s dream.” And you look back today and just poof- it’s gone. And 
you got some right; you got a lot wrong. You think about yesterday and what if we 
made our life on predicting yesterday? Do you know yesterday there was not one 
single team in America that I had any affection for that won? Amen? Not one! Not a 
single one. And you look at it and it’s like, “I’m glad I'm not God, because I'd be a 
sorry god. I don't get it right over and over again.”  



 
But here's what you ought to do. When you go to class and in your college lecture, or 
when you go to your high school or you go to your middle school and you go to your 
coworkers and they see you holding your Bible reading your Bible and they say, “You 
believe that? Why?”  
 
You say, “Daniel eight.” Come on!  
 
“Daniel eight, what are you talking about Daniel eight?”  
 
“Goats and rams and horns...” 
 
“You believe that?”  
 
“Yeah. Daniel eight.” 
 
“What are you talking about?” 
 
 “You ever heard of the Medes and the Persians?” 
 
“Yeah just the other day I said, ‘It’s like written in the law the Medes and Persians!’” 
 
“Yeah, it’s in here. God said it.” 
 
Hundreds of years before it happened, He kept his word over and over and over 
again. He’s the true God. Not only do we see in Daniel eight that he is the true God, 
but God's word is true. What if Alexander the Great- his kingdom had broken into six 
kingdoms? What if it had broken into three kingdoms? What if it had broken into 
two kingdoms? It’s just like God's word said- it’s going to break into four kingdoms, 
just like his word said! That's what happened in the future, which for us is history. 
God's word is true. 
 
The details of Daniel eight- listen to the direction of the attacks as they come 
northward and westward and southward. The way the people died- one of the 
things it says about Antiochus Epiphanes, this last great king before the desolation 
time it says in verse 25: “and he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes and he 
shall be broken.” That’s a reference to his death, but by no human hand. Usually how 
are kingdoms overthrown? What happens? What happened to Belshazzar? How 
does a king die? When another group comes in. [With a] sword! They kill him! They 
say, “Find the king and kill him! Make sure they're dead!” Antiochus Epiphanes it says 
by no human hand. Do you know how he died? History tells us natural causes. Daniel 
would say divine causes. That's how he died. He didn't take a sword, and he didn't 
get run over by a chariot; he just died.  
 
How they conquered compared to the animals that were used to illustrate: it uses a 



leopard to describe Alexander the Great. He describes a goat whose feet do not 
touch the ground as a reference to the speed at which he overtook the world. Do 
you realize Alexander the Great- do you know how old he was when he ruled the 
world and died? Thirty-three. Thirty- three years old, and he’d conquered the world. 
When you look and you see back on this prophecy of Daniel, we think about 
confidence. Here's what I’ve kind of settled on: maybe it is that the prophecy that 
was given to strengthen those who would look ahead actually is stronger for us who 
look back. We look back and we say, “I have confidence in God. He kept his word. His 
word is trustworthy. His word is accurate. 
 
 Second: courage in my fears. Father, give us confidence in your word; give us 
courage in our fears. Daniel says, “I lay sick for some days.” He’s paralyzed 
emotionally. He says, “I can't go on! I don't understand this; I’m appalled!” So what 
does Daniel do when he's lying sick for several days? Do you know that his 
testimony was back in Daniel six was that he was a pray-er? Three times a day 
before he ever went to the lion’s den, it says they knew that his routine was to pray, 
pray, pray. Here Daniel is laying on his bed sick. I think he was praying- “God I don’t 
understand this; I need your help. I need you to give me courage.” I love this 
definition someone said; it’s not original with me. It says, “Courage is fear that has 
said its prayers.” It’s fear that has said its prayers. Courage doesn't mean that we’re 
not afraid; courage means that even in our fear we’re willing to get up and keep 
going. And you and I are living in a day right now [where] if you want to look at areas 
around the globe, if you want to read the papers or Twitter or headlines or whatever 
you want to read, or your own life story- where fear can grip us. Someone says; 
there’s an old saying that says, “If you got to eat a frog, don't look at it long.” Just 
keep on going. You’ve got to look at it and say, “That scares me to death, but I'm 
going to go.” And here's what Daniel did. Daniel’s laying in his bed sick for some 
days. And it says, “Then I rose.” What some of you need to do today is need to get up 
out of this chair in this room or that pew in that sanctuary and stop distressing and 
stop being discouraged and just go! Do what you know to do. That's what Daniel did, 
and that's the last thing- is continuance in our days. It says, “Then I rose and I went 
about the king's business.” Remember, he didn’t understand it all. He couldn’t 
understand at this time why the saints of God were going to suffer. And you look at 
your life and you say, “I don’t understand why I'm going through this. I don't 
understand why our nation is going through this.” By Daniel nine we find out. But 
right now you just think, “I can't make sense of it.” Here's what you do, you do what 
Daniel did. I want you to pray, “God help me to rise and go about the king's business- 
King Jesus’ business when I don't know what else to do.” Jesus Christ suffered just 
like you and I suffered. Jesus Christ died just like some of us will die. Jesus Christ rose 
back from the grave, and He gives us the confidence that day by day by day that the 
same power that rose Jesus from the dead is a power that lives within us, and even 
when we're appalled and we don't understand, with confidence and courage we can 
continue on and on and on and on for King Jesus. Amen? Carry on. 
 
Father, we love you. We need you. Help us, Lord in the things don't make sense. Be 



our courage, be our confidence, be our strength. In your name we pray. Amen. 


