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Let’s open our Bibles to Daniel chapter five. Daniel is a bizarre book. It's one of those 
books that has the stories in it that people have known about [and] heard about 
even when they're not sure where they’re found. Sometimes in the world, you may 
even have people confuse them with fables or nursery rhymes or something that's 
been passed down. And you might even say, “There's this story- is it in the Bible? I’m 
not even sure if it is in the Bible. But wasn't there a story where some guys were 
thrown in a fire? Wasn't there a story where a man was thrown into a pit with lions? 
Wasn't there a story about like this hand writing something on the wall? Wasn't 
there a story about some king that actually literally went ‘beast mode’ and became a 
beast? He started eating grass in the field just like the ox did in the field?” That's all in 
this book of Daniel.  
 
And today, we come to Daniel chapter five, and if you think it's bizarre up to this 
point you haven't read anything yet. Just wait until we get to Daniel seven and eight 
and nine and ten, eleven and twelve. There are some additional beasts that show up 
in these chapters, and we’re going to continue on through the book of Daniel and 
see what God is teaching us [and] saying to us in this day, in our time. Daniel chapter 
five is the account of where we get this saying, “The handwriting’s on the wall.” Have 
you heard that before? Someone may look at a person's future -their career, their 
job- and say, “Well let me just tell you, the handwriting’s on the wall.” What that 
means is that the people [are] using that phrase to say you can look at the evidence 
and see that disaster is coming; an end is coming. Their future is about to change; 
things are going to be very different. The handwriting’s on the wall. That's right here 
in Daniel chapter five where it literally happens where a hand begins to write 
something on the wall. 
 
Belshazzar threw a party. Belshazzar throws a party. When we go to bed on Daniel 
chapter four and we wake up and walk in here seven days later in Daniel chapter five, 
history tells us that twenty-three years have passed. More than two decades –I want 
you to get a little bit of that time map in your mind, because King Nebuchadnezzar is 
ruling in pride. He's reduced to a beast, he humbles himself. His majesty returns, and 
he makes a declaration of praise toward God and then he acknowledges at the end 
of chapter four that those who walk in pride, He is able to humble. Twenty-three 
years later, here we are in Daniel chapter five. It's King Belshazzar, not King 
Nebuchadnezzar. It’s also not King Belteshazzar. Don't get confused. Both of those 
words in Daniel- Belteshazzar and Belshazzar are both used. Belteshazzar was the 
Babylonian name that was given to Daniel when he was brought from Israel into 
Babylonia, just like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had their Babylonian names. 
Belteshazzar was Daniel's Babylonian name. 
 
In Daniel five, you have Belshazzar (no T), but he's a king -a new king. And there’s a 



clash of cultures. You have living in Babylonia-which keep in your mind that's 
modern-day Iraq-you have living there captives that were brought from Judah, 
brought from Israel. They are living there in slavery. They’re in captivity. A few of 
them have been promoted to positions of leadership. In this chapter, we find out 
that Daniel is in a position of leadership. Also in this environment, you have the 
Babylonians. But you have changing kings. Nebuchadnezzar- history tells us that as 
many as four different rulers may have occupied the throne in between 
Nebuchadnezzar and now Belshazzar. But also by the end of Daniel five you have the 
overthrow of the Babylonian Empire. The Medes and the Persians come and they 
take over Babylonia and they overthrow King Belshazzar and the new kings that we 
refer to as Darius, they now rule and reign over the Babylonian Empire. So in this one 
chapter, you have a clash of cultures- a physical clash actually where the Babylonian 
throne is overthrown by the Medes and the Persians. There’s a lot of history 
happening here, but there is one consistent thing that happens across these 
kingdoms across this time period.  
 
Every generation and every nation at some point in time has to learn who the King 
is. If you’re going to take something away from this morning, that's the key truth. 
Every generation of every nation at some point in time has to learn who the King is. 
The Israelites living in Judah had to learn who the King is. They had begged for a 
king. They begged, “God give us a king! We’re in this relationship with you; with the 
Temple and the tabernacle- we want a King! We want to be like the rest of the 
nations who have a ruler and authority. We want a King!” And Bible history tells us 
that God said, “Okay, I’ll give you a king.” And their first king was King Saul. 
Following King Saul was King David and Solomon. And He gave them a king. But 
they had to learn who the King is. In this arena here as we go from Daniel one, two, 
three, four, and now chapter five, and another king in another kingdom outside of 
Israel, outside of Judah in another part of the world- God's at work in that earthly 
kingdom as well. [He’s] teaching, showing, illustrating that there is one true King 
that's called the most high King. Even in Babylonia, they had to learn who the King is. 
For the Medes and Persians who come down and they overthrow the earthly king 
Belshazzar, and there's a new king, King Darius here, you'll see as the chapters go 
along in Daniel six, seven and on through the end that again God teaches another 
kingdom who the King is. 
 
Now a better history professor than me could pick up with the Medes and the 
Persians and carry us right on through Old Testament history, right on into New 
Testament history from kingdom after kingdom, nation after nation, generation 
after generation, where there been ruler after ruler after ruler. Even you get to the 
point of Revelation that talks about eternity and the future and the testimony is still 
the same. God is illustrating, demonstrating, showing to people -there is one King 
whose rule reigns forever. There is one king whose dominion is forever. There is one 
kingdom that will last forever. On this earth, [there is] the rise and fall of kingdoms. 
And as kingdoms rise and kingdoms fall, the truth that is to come glaring out of that 
is that God is the ruler. He's the king of eternity until you get to Revelation where 



you see every tongue, tribe, and nation will gather around the throne. And every 
tongue confess and every knee bow that Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of 
lords. It’s a lesson for us to learn. We’re operating on this earth. And as kingdoms rise 
and fall and nations rise and fall, if you're a follower of Jesus Christ, you’re a part of 
another kingdom. Hebrews 11 talks about us looking for a city that's not a city here 
on this earth, but looking for a city that is called “the new Jerusalem” whose author 
and architect is God himself. Jesus came teaching about the kingdom of heaven and 
how the kingdom of heaven operates and how the kingdom of heaven grows and 
how the kingdom of heaven commences and how the kingdom of heaven will be 
brought together one day around the throne.  
 
As a follower of Christ, what does it look like to be a member of the kingdom of 
heaven living in the kingdom of this world? What are we to do? What do we do 
when things start changing? What do we do when things seem so different? What 
do you do when it looks like things are moving further and further and further away 
from godly values and biblical principles instead of toward those things? Are we 
toast? Do we just cash it in? Do we just put a foreclosed sign on heaven? Do we just 
say there's nothing else left for Christianity?  
 
In Daniel chapter five, we have Daniel showing up on the scene, and I believe it is a 
picture of how we are to be prepared for the days that we’re living in. When 
kingdoms clash, when God is teaching that every nation of every generation has to 
learn who the King is, we do that by being prepared for that, by being ready for that.  
 
Let's look together in Daniel chapter five, beginning in verse one. “King Belshazzar 
made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of the 
thousand. Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold 
and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in 
Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might 
drink from them.” 
 
Belshazzar throws a party. They’re drinking wine and he brings his wives and his 
concubines. He brings the lords in, and it’s just this big festive event going on. At the 
same time that this party’s going on in his palace outside the walls of Babylonia, the 
armies of the Medes and Persians are gathering. This night- this very night that he is 
acting like he's got the world by the horns and he's on the throne and he's the ruler- 
right outside the walls, right outside the gates are the Medes and the Persians about 
to overthrow his kingdom.  
 
“ Then they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the 
house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines 
drank from them. They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, 
iron, wood, and stone. Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote 
on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king 
saw the hand as it wrote.” 



 
Now what happens when you see a hand writing on the wall? What are you going to 
do? Drink a little more wine? What are you going to do? Don't miss the opportunity 
to kind of snicker here just a little bit. 
 
Verse six: “Then the king's color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs 
gave way, and his knees knocked together.”  
 
He was scared to death. It scared him so bad he was scared –paralyzed. He was 
scared to a point where the only thing that could move was his knees knocking 
together. I don't know why, maybe it's a testimony of too many cartoons when I was 
a kid, but every time I read that phrase, all I can think of is Shaggy and Scooby Doo 
when he would see a ghost. It’s just that image of the frizz red hair and Scooby Doo 
leaping into his arms and they're both just chattering back and forth scared to death 
because they’ve seen a ghost. And here Belshazzar, he sees this handwriting on the 
wall, and in verse seven, it says: 
 
“The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the 
astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, ‘Whoever reads this 
writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a 
chain of gold around his neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.’ Then all the 
king's wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or make known to the 
king the interpretation. Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color 
changed, and his lords were perplexed. The queen, because of the words of the king 
and his lords, came into the banqueting hall, and the queen declared, ‘O king, live 
forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color change.’ 
 
Listen to verse 11, “There is a man in your kingdom.” Every time I read that phrase, I 
think back to chapter two when Vic was preaching through that chapter, and the key 
verse in that chapter two is, “There is a God in heaven.” There is a God on the throne; 
there is a God in heaven. Here the queen comes in and Belshazzar is calling out to 
“Bring in the astrologers, bring in the wise people who know what to do! Bring in the 
enchanters, the magicians! Quick, find somebody that can explain what this means 
and what this says!” And the queen walks in and nobody could answer the riddle or 
solve the puzzle or read the writing on the wall. She says, “there's a man in your 
kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.” 
 
“In the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of 
the gods were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the 
king—made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, 
because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, 
explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.” 
 
This was news to Belshazzar. He wasn't thinking, he was like, “This Daniel. Okay. The 



queen is telling me about this Daniel.”  
 
Verse 13: “Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to 
Daniel”- again we’re talking [about the] same night. We’re talking [about the] the 
same party. Talking the writings on the wall. He'd seen the hand writing; the words 
are left there now. Belshazzar speaks to him, he says, “You are that Daniel, one of 
the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. I have heard of 
you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and understanding and 
excellent wisdom are found in you. Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been 
brought in before me to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, 
but they could not show the interpretation of the matter. But I have heard that you 
can give interpretations and solve problems.”  
 
And then he promises him gold, he promises him a position. He promises him a chain 
around his neck and that he’ll be clothed in royal purple. And then Daniel responds. 
He says, “Keep your stuff. Keep your stuff and I'll tell you what it means.” So written 
on this wall by nothing but a hand [are] apparently four words, one of those words 
twice: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PERES. What do they mean? Daniel went on to tell him 
the interpretation of those words. Mene mene meant, “counted, counted.” Tekel, a 
word for measurement, is that you've been weighed in the balance and you've been 
found lacking or found wanting. And then that last word is a word peres. He says 
that this is your kingdom. This word means that your kingdom will be divided and 
given to the Medes and Persians. 
 
Fear is a powerful hearing aid. In the midst of Belshazzar having this party, he's 
gripped by fear. And in the midst of this incredible fear, he calls out and says, 
“Somebody interpret the times. Somebody say something. Somebody solve 
problems here. Somebody give understanding here.” He called out to the wisdom of 
the world and they could not respond. And the last place that he turned was one 
that was filled with the Spirit of God. In the closing time, I want to show you what it 
looks like to be prepared when called upon. What happens in your circle of friends, 
on your team, in your dorm, in your study group? What happens in your workplace, 
what happens at the family reunion, what happens out in the cul-de-sac when the 
conversation comes up –“Man, what's happening in our world? What's going on in 
my life? I don't know how to make sense of what's happening with this situation or 
that situation. What's going on in our nation? What's going on in our world?” Will we 
be prepared and ready to respond like Daniel was? Will we be prepared? 
 
Let me give you a sentence that’s got seven keywords in it. And they come together 
to form one sentence. I think this sentence represents what it looks like to be 
prepared in this day in which we live. What will it take to be prepared? [It] will be a 
remnant with a godly reputation that remembers what God has done. I hope you jot 
this down, I hope you take a note or two. Here's what it looks like to be prepared: a 
remnant with a godly reputation that remembers what God has done, ready to read 
the times and report the truth for the right reasons.  



 
For you today as a first-year college student, what’s it look like to be prepared for 
your days of college? For you as a last-year student heading into a career? For you as 
a newlywed couple? What does it look like for you working your job or going to class 
in your school for you to be prepared to deal with a different day? To be prepared for 
God to get the glory from your life? A remnant with a godly reputation that 
remembers what God has done ready to read the times and report the truth for the 
right reasons. So here are the seven words: remnant, reputation, ready, read, 
remember, report, and right. R-I-G-H-T. And here, I want to give you one question 
for each of those words.  
 
First of all the word “remnant.” The queen comes to the king and she says, “O king, 
live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color change. There is a man in 
your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.” There is a man in your 
kingdom.  
There is a remnant, there was somebody. When they got to looking around and 
thinking about [it] the magicians couldn't answer, the enchanters couldn't answer, 
the Chaldeans couldn’t answer, the wisdom of Babylonian couldn't answer. The 
Queen comes and says, “There's a man. There's one who can.” Here's the question 
that goes with that word: “Am I willing to stand alone?” We’ve called this series 
“Waking Up to Different.” The world's different. It changes. Every few years there is 
some kind of law or case that’s decided that has some kind of dramatic shift. It 
causes a dramatic shift in the way we do things is a nation. There are wars that break 
out that dramatically impact what's going on in our world. 
 
Am I willing to stand alone? Don't miss this. Daniel was not in Israel. Daniel did not 
have a godly king. Daniel was not living in an environment where everybody wanted 
to have Bible study, where everybody wanted you to come and pray publicly. That 
was not environment that he was living in, but he was willing to stand alone. He’s 
still believing. Twenty-three years later after King Nebuchadnezzar, another king was 
in charge. [There were] parties going on in the palace, and here's Daniel, willing to 
stand alone. 
 
Second word: reputation. “There's a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the 
holy gods.” And the queen gives a testimony. He's able to interpret dreams and 
explain riddles and solve problems. He had this reputation that he could do it. He had 
been called upon several times over several decades. Reputation. Here's the question 
that goes with that word: Am I walking faithfully? Am I walking faithfully? One of the 
things it gets lost in doing a chapter every week is how much time is passing in this 
historical drama? We go to Daniel chapter one; he's a teenager. He's asking for a 
vegan diet. [Then you have] Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they’re thrown into 
the fire. They’re teenagers. By this time, we come to Daniel chapter five, it’s believed 
that Daniel’s now in his eighties. He’s in his eighties. He's moved from being a young 
teenager who says, “Just give me vegetables and water” to being now a saint who’s 
in his eighties. He's just been faithful. Am I walking faithfully? 



 
So here's a question for us if we’re going to be prepared. When the call comes, when 
the opportunity’s presented to us, when the gun is pointed to us or the book is 
shaken at us, or the keys are thrown away and we're locked up- are we going to be 
found faithful? Daniel over his years had proved faithful. He just did the right thing, 
not a lot of fanfare. And sometimes people actually they get bored with Daniel. 
They’re like, “Yeah, those are great stories but Daniel himself-where's the break? 
Where's the fall? Where’s the place where he just blew it all?” And you can’t really 
identify with Daniel. Here's what Daniel did: he just showed up for work every day. 
Clocked in, clocked out. Spiritually he was just checking it off just walking faithfully.  
 
And just dip over into chapter six for just a second in verse four, “Then the high 
officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with 
regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault 
because he was faithful.”  
 
Reputation. He’s walking faithfully. You say, “Pastor, how do I walk faithfully in these 
days? What I do with everything changing?”  Here’s what you do. You just keep 
doing the right thing. You just do the next right thing. “Well what about those laws?” 
You just keep doing the right thing. “What about how they are restricted now?” Just 
keep doing the right thing. Nik Ripken mentioned in The Insanity of God, he was 
taking testimonies from people that lived in closed countries where the persecution 
is severe and physical suffering is dramatic. And those persecuted said this, they said, 
“Look, we're just as free to share the gospel here as you are free to share the gospel 
in America.” What they were saying is this: “Yeah, we’re persecuted, yes we suffer, 
but we’re still free to share the gospel. We're still free to live for Christ. We just keep 
living for him. And in your life right now, that means you just keep reading the Word. 
That means you just keep talking about Him and that means you just keep praying. 
That means you just keep coming to church. That means you just keep giving. That 
means you just keep using your gifts to serve the Lord. That means that you just 
keep honoring the word of God. [You say] “But, Pastor, it’s so different in our world.” 
You just keep doing what God's word says. “Do you know how strange that [is]?” 
You just keep walking faithfully. How do we prepare?  
 
Third word is ready. And here's the question: Am I waking to serve? Am I waking to 
serve? How long will it be- tomorrow morning when you wake up- how long will it 
be between when your eyes pop open and when you report to God, “Here I am, 
ready to serve”? Do it physically, do it practically. Your eyes open, let the first thing 
out of your mouth be, “God here I am.” Let the first movement of your body be arms 
lifted up- “Here I am. I'm waking to serve. I'm ready when I'm called. I don't know if 
it'll be today. Lord I don't know if you’ll need me today. I don’t know if the 
opportunity will be there today. I don't know if I'll suffer for my faith today. I don't 
know if there's a need, but I'm ready. I want to serve; I want to show up today 
ready.” 



 
The queen says, “There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods.” Verse 13: “Then Daniel was brought in before the king.” There’s not much 
passage of time there. [They] find him; bring him in, same night, same party. Daniel 
didn’t have [to say] “Oh gosh, well let me get my life straight and get things worked 
out. I need to pray a little bit before I go in there!” There's just this picture of: “Yeah, 
I'm here. I'm ready. I’m prepared.” A remnant, a godly reputation, ready to serve. 
 
Fourth word is read. Daniel had to read the writing on the wall. It says in verse 24: 
“Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. And this is 
the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. This is the 
interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom 
and brought it to an end; TEKEL, you have been weighed in the balances and found 
wanting; PERES-“ 
 
 You say, “Why the change? I thought he was referring to Parsin.” He’s just referring 
to one as plural [and] one as singular. “Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to 
the Medes and Persians.” 
 
He solved the problem, he read the dream, he read the writing on the wall. He was 
prepared when called upon by the world who was living in fear. There's going to 
come a time in your life when those verses in the New Testament that say, “Study to 
show yourself approved;” those verses that say, “Be ready to give reason. Be ready 
to give an answer in season [and] out of season for what you believe.” There’s going 
to come a time. There’s going to be some moment where the world around you is 
gripped by fear and they're very attentive because they just need somebody to 
speak into the situation. And Daniel was this guy- here's the question for the word 
read:   Am I wise to the times? Am I wise to the times? 
 
Are you as a follower of Christ wise to know what's going on in your world right 
now? Do you see it? Track it when you read in Scripture and you look at the times? 
How do you do that? How do you as a 10-year-old or as a 14-year-old, how do you 
stay wise to times? It’s supernatural. You submit your life to Christ and you’re filled 
with the Holy Spirit. The Bible says in the New Testament for us to “be not drunk on 
wine but be filled with the Holy Spirit.” In the book of Acts when the seven men were 
chosen to serve the church, they said, “Find me men who are full of wisdom, full of 
faith, and full of the spirit.” Submit yourselves. When you wake up ready to serve, 
“Father here I am to serve and I want today for the Holy Spirit to come and dwell in 
me and rule and reign. You call the shots. I am crucified with Christ, therefore I am 
dead, but I live because Christ lives in me. Spirit of God, rule and reign. Spirit of God, 
give me insight. Spirit of God, help me understand the times. 
 
Fifth word: remember. Remember. It’s striking to me that when Daniel began to 
interpret what was written on the wall, where he went first was back to where God 
had worked before. He said, “Belshazzar, remember what God had done.” Here’s the 



question: Am I writing on the hearts of the future generation what God has done? 
What God's done in the past- these stories- they're not just bedtime stories. It’s 
good to tell them at bedtime; I don't know if you want to tell eight-year-old about a 
handwriting on the wall it bedtime or not, or a beast that’s in some of these 
chapters, but these are stories that are to show us who God is. These are stories to 
show us who God is. These are stories to show us how God's worked. These are 
stories to show us people who stood the test of fiery trials, who stood the test of 
lion’s dens. It’s the story for us to see the faithfulness of believers that have come 
before us and for us to communicate to another generation the faithfulness of God.  
 
When you go to class this week, here's what you're going to hear over and over and 
over again- you’re going to hear stories. You’re going to hear results of experiments. 
You're going to hear what is presented as evidence, and the attempt is to give you 
things over and over and over again to shape what you believe and what you think. 
And here's what I'm saying to you as you go back out of this world to be prepared to 
live as a follower of Jesus Christ- don't check God’s word at the church door today. 
Remember what God has done. And when you walk into this classroom, or you walk 
into that environment, or you walk into that conversation, hold on to the fact with 
courage and boldness that God has worked in the past and God is at work right now 
and God will work in the future. Listen. You know one of the crazy things when you 
look at this story? For a long time people have taken this story of Belshazzar and 
said, “That's evidence that the book of Daniel is just a fable and not true.” And you 
may have heard this. And the reason they would say that is because there is no 
historical record outside of what you call the Bible of there ever being a king by the 
name of Belshazzar. It's not there. Nebuchadnezzar is there; Nabonidus is there but 
no Belshazzar. There's no way this could have fit, the Medes and Persians come in, 
[and] it’s just not there until about 160 years ago. And in the mid-1800s, an 
archaeological dig was going on in the Babylonian region. In the 1800s, 
archaeologists found these massive urns up on a high place that had not been 
touched in 2300 years. And when those writings were interpreted in those writings 
there it was- King Belshazzar who had ruled in Babylon. 
 
That brought a lot of other things together. Listen- I'm not saying that, “Okay, now 
you can believe the Bible because we found evidence.” What I'm saying is that it 
happens again and again and again and again- wherever the word of God is doubted, 
what the earthly [or] worldly evidence winds up doing is just showing again that the 
Bible is trustworthy. We don't prove the Bible is true because of what we find in the 
world, what we have in the world is true because the Bible says it’s true. Remember 
what God has done. Stand on it.  
 
Here's the next word: report. Report. Daniel gives a report. He says to Belshazzar, 
“Your kingdom is going to be divided. It's going to be given to the Medes and 
Persians. You're going to be destroyed.” Who does that? Who stands in front of the 
authority of the land and says, “I want you to know tonight- you’re over. It's done”? 
Right outside the walls of Babylon that night the armies were there. The Medes and 



Persians were there. History says that the historians writing about the wars of the 
Medes and Persians and the triumphs of the Medes and Persians on this evening at 
539 BC- that the Medes and the Persians were outside the walls of Babylon. They 
diverted the water, lowered the Tigris River that ran into the city of the Babylonian 
capital, and when they lowered the water under the walls the armies went through 
under the walls to the shallow water of the Tigris River into the city and overtook 
Belshazzar. And the Medes and Persians were now ruling. 
 
In the midst of the world we’re living in, here's the question related to report: Am I 
wimping out on the truth? Am I wimping out on the truth? The way we’re prepared 
to live in this world today is to just keep speaking the truth. [And you may say] “Well 
what about this?” What does God's word say? “What about this?” What does God's 
word say? “Well what about the-?” What does God's word say? What does God say? 
And be willing to stand alone even if you’re called upon to report, “This is the truth.” 
Daniel could have just made up some good news. I mean if the Medes and Persians 
were going to wipe them out anyway, he didn’t have to tell him, he could have just 
died happy. But he just reported the truth. He was prepared- “This is what God's 
doing. This is who he is. The most high King is on the throne.” 
 
And then the last word is right. R.I.G.H.T. Daniel did all of this for the right reasons. 
It’s so critical for us in the world that we live in-when we’re trying to honor Christ in a 
world that’s so different- in the ways that we protect our reputation and stay faithful 
and keep it godly, is that we proclaim the truth of God's word for the right reasons. 
And here's the temptation. The temptation is for us to put our focus on celebrity. We 
want to be popular on the team. We want to be popular in school. We want to have 
the possessions that could come our way if we go in this direction or that direction. 
If I make this decision, and yeah, it’s hedging a little bit but think of what I would gain 
with that! Daniel listens to Belshazzar offer him this purple robe and the chain of 
gold and the third ruler in the kingdom. And in verse 17 of chapter five, it says, “Then 
Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give 
your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make 
known to him the interpretation.”  
 
Daniel says, “Keep your gold. Keep your royalty. That’s not why I’m doing this. God's 
way, God's word can't be bought.” Hear me. One of the great temptations [is] for us 
to shrink back from the truth. One of the great temptations will be is because it may 
isolate us; it may make us unpopular, it may cost us. I need not say that flippantly. 
You remember Hobby Lobby and their lawsuits? It may cost you in your job. It may 
cost you in your future for the right reasons. There was one thing on Daniel's mine 
and that was to bring glory to God. Celebrity is a dangerous drug. Celebrity’s a 
dangerous drug. One of the great wounds to the church in the kingdom in recent 
years for the Western church is that so many people who have stood publicly to 
proclaim the Bible and proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ have gotten picked 
off by the drug of celebrity. And they find themselves swaying to the winds of the 
world instead of following the truth of God. Do it for the right reason. 



 
Daniel just wanted God to receive glory. I want to ask you to bow right now with me, 
and I want to ask you if you're ready. Are you ready to stand alone? Are you walking 
faithfully? Are you wimping out on the truth? Are you wanting- this is the last 
question- are you wanting anything other than the glory of God? Are you wanting 
anything other than the glory of God? Here’s where you could just start the prayer: 
“Father, I want to declare to you that I don't want anything except your glory and 
your name to be great. Give me the strength whether I'm alone or with a crowd to 
stand for the truth, to represent you, to be courageous, compassionate, 
understanding of the times, honoring you with my life in the name of Jesus.”  
 
Take just a minute and kind of survey your heart. [Ask yourself.] Am I prepared for a 
different day as a follower of Christ? Look this way. I heard it several times yesterday 
that announcers would be talking about some team on the field and they would 
make this comment at some point in the game: “You can just tell by the team’s body 
language that they've already lost.” I want to encourage you as a church. Don't let 
changes in our world and unsolved problems in our world affect your body language 
as a follower of Christ. Let the joy of the Lord be your strength. Let the hope of 
God's control and his dominion and his rule encourage you and strengthen you. 
Don't give up. Don't throw in the towel; don't quit. Just keep walking faithfully year 
after year after year after year after year. Just doing the next right thing based on 
God's word. And let the king be the king. Let the ruler be the ruler. Let him be in 
charge. Let him do what he's up to in your life and in our world. 


