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I invite you to take your Bibles and open them to the New Testament book of Jude. 
You can find the book of Revelation and go back to Revelation 1, and just across the 
page, you'll find the 25 verses of Jude. Jude challenges us to contend for the faith. He 
shows us that there is a faith. There is the faith in Jesus Christ, our Master, Lord, and 
Savior. We are recipients of His grace; it is a relationship that carries us through this 
life and a relationship that carries us into eternal life. That’s why we’re here; that’s 
why we do what we do. That's why we must contend for our faith. It’s why 
contending for our faith is so serious, so urgent, and so necessary. 
 
We live in a world today that's very different from the days that Jude wrote, but in 
many many ways, we live in a world that’s very much the same. And what’s the same 
is that when Jude was alive, just like when we are alive; there are those that would 
try to offer a different faith. They would offer a faith that Jude describes as a 
perversion of grace and a denial of Jesus as Master and Savior. It’s presented and 
taught as being the truth, as being the way, as being all you need for eternity and all 
you need for life. And Jude comes to sin, and he says contend for the faith. Contend 
for what is true; content for who Jesus is and what He’s done and what that means 
for us. Don't allow grace to be presented in an altered way, in a changed way, in a 
different way than what God has offered. Generation after generation after 
generation after generation since the days of Jude hang in the balance over and over 
and over again- eternity, life, sin, forgiveness, grace, Jesus. Will it be communicated 
truthfully? Will it be communicated accurately? Will it be communicated according to 
God's word? Jude says fight for that, contend for that, and agonize for that truth. 
Use every muscle, every sinew, every cell, every ligament to make sure that our faith 
that has been handed to us once and for all is passed down to the next generation, 
next generation, next generation- on and on. 
 
We come to this position of contending for our faith as servants, just like Jude 
identified himself in verse one as a servant of Jesus Christ of completely ignoring and 
setting aside that he was the brother of Jesus Christ. He went straight to the most 
important relationship, and that is “I am a servant of Jesus Christ.” That's our position 
as we contend for the faith. We come as servants, and he speaks to us of being 
secure in our faith. He talks about how we’re called by God. We're loved by God, and 
we’re kept by God for Jesus Christ. And he speaks to us of our strength. Our position 
for contending for the faith is a position of serving, security and strength. He says, 
“may mercy peace and love be multiplied to you.” That's where we find our strength. 
And then last week, we looked in verses three and four to see that when we contend 
for our faith that it is a serious matter, it is an urgent matter, and is a necessary 
matter. Because there are those among the church, there are those that are teachers 
of a false faith, and what they teach is a perversion of grace and the denial of Jesus. 
That’s serious, that's urgent, and it's necessary to cling to the truth and contend for 



the truth. 
 
Today we pick up verses 5-16, and I want to show you that what Jude gives to us in 
verses 5-16 is the opportunity to prepare to contend by being aware of our 
opponent. Who is it that we’re up against? What is their game? What is their 
strategy? What are their actions? What do they look like? What is their end? Who 
are these teachers of a false faith? So today, primarily these verses are just to make 
us aware of our opponent, aware of those that would pervert grace and deny Jesus. I 
want us to pray together right now before we read these verses.  
 
Father, as we prepare to read from Jude's letter, I thank You for the reminder today 
of the testimony of the students that year after year after year, their life has been 
changed and they have built relationships, ultimately a relationship with You. Thank 
You for teachers, thank You for small group leaders, thank You for youth leaders, 
thank You for the teaching of the word that has been poured into them to show 
them the truth of grace and truth of Jesus. Thank You for letting it take hold, and we 
pray Father that they would grow up into being contenders for the faith. Would You 
take Your purposes for Jude written so many years ago and let them be realized here 
today? Lord, let us take these verses that have some really unusual illustrations and 
some unusual information- would You make them clear to us through the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit? Would You help us to grasp and to cling to what we need to take 
away to be faithful contenders of the faith? I pray Lord if any in this room has never 
accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior that today they call out to You for forgiveness, for 
Your grace that is underserved, Lord that they would call out to you and turn to you 
and trust you for their salvation. We pray this in the name of Jesus, amen. 
 
What you have here in Jude verses 5-16 is really like a scouting report. As you read 
through these verses, you will get a picture of who these false teachers are. I have in 
front of me here at 22-page document. This 22-page document is called a basketball 
scouting report. 22 pages of questions and diagrams and opportunities to mark 
different boxes to understand who the opponent would be in a basketball game.  If 
any of you are really intense Awana coaches, you might want to get this 22-page 
document from me to use next time. But it's just page after page of player 
characteristics. It asks questions like this- you’re watching a team play, you get their 
name, their number, their position, their weight, their height, their build, their 
dominant hand- and it asks you to mark “strong, fair or weak.” On this particular 
player, are they a strong, fair, or weak free-throw shooter? Are they a strong, fair, or 
weak leader? What’s their passing ability, their quickness, their rebounding, their 
weak hand? Are they a spot shooter or a shooter on the move? It’s just question 
after question about each individual that’s on the opposing team. Then you get to 
pages of a diagram for you to understand what they do in the press, and here's a 
diagram for you to understand what they do when they're breaking the press. And 
here's a diagram of what their main defense is and how they play man to man and 
how they play zone. And then team offense- it asks questions like this- do they hit 
well from the outside? Is their guard play a priority? Can the guards handle full-court 



pressure? Do they crash the offensive board? It’s just question after question trying 
to understand the opponent, right? It keeps on going down to last out of bounds 
plays, last-second shot plays to just general team strengths and team weaknesses, 
all meant for you to walk away with a strong understanding of who the opponent is. 
 
Jude gives us this- some crazy illustrations and some wild topics are brought up. In 
fact, you'll see that Jude gives a three-point sermon, and he gives illustrations. His 
illustrations are so good that we don't really need to come up with many of our own. 
He gives them right here in the word. Let’s get this report of what false teachers look 
like in verse five: 
 
“Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a 
people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. And 
the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their 
proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the 
judgment of the great day— just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, 
which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as 
an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. Yet in like manner these 
people-“ 
 
That's a reference to false teachers, teachers of false faith. 
 
“…these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, and 
blaspheme the glorious ones. But when the archangel Michael, contending with the 
devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a 
blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” But these people 
blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, 
like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively. Woe to them! For they walked in 
the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam's error 
and perished in Korah's rebellion. These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they 
feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept 
along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; wild waves of 
the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the 
gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever. 
 
It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment 
on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have 
committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him.’ These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own 
sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain 
advantage.” 
 
Imagine Jude writing this letter. Maybe someone in the room passing by says, “Hey, 
Jude, what are you doing?” 



 
 “Writing a letter.” 
 
 “To who?” 
 
“To believers - to those that are called and loved and kept by Jesus.”  
 
“What are you saying to them?” 
 
“Oh, just writing just a few sentences to them about the children of Israel leaving 
Egypt and angels rejecting authority. I’m writing to them about Sodom and 
Gomorrah and Enoch and Moses and Michael and grumblers and malcontents, just a 
little something like that.”  
 
“All of that?!” 
 
“Yeah pretty much Genesis and the Old Testament book of Numbers and a few other 
stories that are going around that aren't even in the Bible.” 
 
He gives us 25 verses. They come to us like two three-point sermons with 
application, and they give us an understanding of who our opponent is. I want to 
remind you that in order for us to contend for our faith, we need to be prepared, and 
in order for us to prepare to content for our faith, we need to be aware of who our 
opponent is and what he’s like. The very first piece of this scouting report is a 
reminder of what's at stake. He begins with that very phrase; he says, “I want to 
remind you, although you once fully knew…” It's a little glimpse into the fact that 
those who receive this letter must have had some kind Jewish background. They 
must have had Israelite history in their mind and in their experience, because when 
he writes to them about Egypt and Sodom and Gomorrah and he writes to them 
about angels and Cain and Balaam, he’s saying, “This is a reminder to you. This is 
already a part of your history and your faith in the past, but let me remind you of 
this.”  
 
In his first sermon, he gives three Old Testament examples, and then in the second 
sermon he gives another three Old Testament examples. They all serve to 
communicate the same reminder, and it's this: God judges certain actions and the 
people that do them. Two three-point sermons, and they all boil down to this single 
truth. Let me remind you that this contending for the faith is serious, urgent, and 
necessary, because God judges the ungodly. And he shows this by pointing to their 
history. Here's the first three-point sermon: number one is Egypt, number two is 
angels, and number three is Sodom and Gomorrah. He first talks about Egypt: “Now I 
want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people 
out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.”  
 
It also gives us some insight about what Jude thought of Jesus. Jude had moved from 



Jesus being his brother to him being a servant of Jesus. But also when he speaks of 
Jesus here, you see his understanding of the divinity of Jesus. Jesus was not just 
someone he was serving, but he goes back in the Old Testament history and he 
equates the work of God with the name of Jesus. And he points out that this work 
that was going on in Old Testament Jewish history - that's God, that's Jesus. It’s 
divine. “Jesus, who saved the people out of the land of Egypt afterward destroyed 
those who did not believe.”  So He delivered them, they come across the Red Sea, 
they get on dry ground, and they’re about to go into the Promised Land, but God 
judges them with the punishment of 40 years. It tells us in the Old Testament that 
He let them wander around. That generation wandered around in the wilderness 
until every single one of them died and a new generation was raised up and they 
were allowed to go into the Promised Land. For what reason? Unbelief. 
 
Number two gives an example of angels in verse six: “And the angels who did not 
stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept 
in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day –“ that 
phrase “great day” is a reference to the very last day of judgment when Jesus comes 
and rules and reigns and Satan is cast into the lake of fire- that final great day of 
judgment. These angels are being contained in gloomy darkness until that time. Who 
were these angels? We don't get a lot of insight here to know. He presents it just so 
straightforwardly like we would know 2000 years later who these angels were. 
There’s three possible stories- it could be an account that he's referring to that we 
have absolutely no record of. It could be something that they're aware of and we're 
not; it wasn't preserved in history. It’s just not a story we know.  
 
“Angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper 
dwelling -” It could be a reference to when God banished Satan and his demons 
because of pride and rebellion out of heaven. Or third, it could be a reference from 
Genesis chapter 6 where it speaks of humanity interacting in relationship with angels 
from heaven as a reference to sons of God. Some believe it's that reference that Jude 
is making here. Whatever we pick or choose or find out in the years ahead of exactly 
what angels this refers to, the application is the same- they were judged for their 
actions. What they did was a rejection of authority. It goes right back to what Jude 
had said earlier “when they deny our only master.” They were denying the sovereign 
rule of Christ. That's what false teachers do. And he’s saying, “Here's an example of 
unbelief by those who came out of the Promised Land.” Then there’s a rejection of 
authority by angels, and then third, Sodom and Gomorrah. He says in verse seven: 
“ just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in 
sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing 
a punishment of eternal fire.” 
 
See the tie from what Jude had said before that up in verse four, he says “who 
pervert the grace of our God into-” what? Sensuality. The perversion of grace that 
takes place among false teachers is that they proclaim a faith that says you can do 
whatever you want to do, especially in this arena of desire and the flesh and 



sexuality, because God's grace covers it all. You don’t have to worry about that. And 
Jude says that's a perversion of grace. Hear this; don't miss the meaning of the 
perversion of grace. To pervert grace means that you choose to sin without any 
regard because you believe God's grace will cover it. That's a perversion of grace. 
Grace does not give to us a license to sin, but God's grace changes us. It creates a 
heart in us that desires righteousness. And when we do sin, our heart is convicted 
and it comes to brokenness. And the Holy Spirit works in us and says, “Change that. 
Break that. Get rid of that.” 
 
He says Sodom and Gomorrah stand as an example of sexual immorality. When you 
read the Old Testament account in Genesis of how Sodom and Gomorrah were 
destroyed; it was because of the explicit sexual immorality of those cities. There was 
the pursuit of what Genesis refers to as “an unnatural desire for sexual acts.” It was 
sexual acts that went “against the course of nature”- are the words that are used 
there. It’s pointed out that in God's arena in our faith in Jesus Christ and relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ that there is a sexual ethic. There are things in God's 
eyes that are right about sex, and there are things that are wrong about sex. There is 
a sexual ethic, and he's warning us that there is this perversion of grace that is being 
taught in his day. And it is applies to our day where he’s saying that there are desires 
that go against the course of nature. There are unnatural sexual acts in Sodom and 
Gomorrah; the picture was of homosexuality were the men came and they sought 
relationships with the men that would being held inside the house.  It was also sexual 
immorality in Sodom and Gomorrah where Lot inside that house actually offered his 
daughters to those who wanted to have sexual relationships. It was a complete 
picture of a breakdown in a sexual ethic. It was explicit sexual immorality.  
 
And here's the lesson from Egypt, from angels, and from Sodom and Gomorrah: God 
judges sin. That's why we contend for the faith, that's why it’s so serious, that's why 
it’s so urgent, and that's why it's so necessary. And gives us these examples of Egypt, 
angels, and Sodom and Gomorrah. In the last part of verse seven, it says, “they serve 
as an example.” That phrase paints vivid word pictures there. This word “serve” is the 
Greek word that describes the placing of a court for viewing at death. Several years 
ago, we were in Romania on a mission trip, and there was a death in the village that 
we were part of, and they invited us to be a part of this wake and this viewing of the 
body. We got there to this home kind of all wondering where it would be. We walked 
in the house, and there was a box. The box was on the kitchen table in the small 
village home, and the body of the individual that had died was just open there in that 
box on the kitchen table. It was an exhibit. It’s the same word right here in the Greek 
that was used to describe an exhibit of viewing for a corpse. Jude is saying, “Here's 
an exhibit. Here's something I'm serving before you as an example. Here's a sample 
of what God did when it came to sin.” What he describes is that they were judged 
with the punishment of eternal fire. God's pattern from history of dooming to 
eternal punishment those who reject Jesus and His grace has not changed. That's 
why contending for our faith is so urgent, serious, and necessary.  
 



Jude takes this three-part point sermon, and he makes an application. Let me just call 
your attention to the second three-point sermon before you make further 
application. Verse 11 says, “Woe to them” and then he gives another three-point 
sermon of past events that brought on God's judgment. Verse 11 says, “Woe to them! 
For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain 
to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion.” There are three Old Testament 
examples here: Cain, Balaam, and Korah. What was Cain’s way?  Cain’s way was that 
he presented an offering to God. According to Genesis 4, he presented an offering to 
God of his food, of his crops that he had grown. And God rebuked him for that and 
said that was not an acceptable offering, and he was rebuked in such a way that he 
would've known that in some way. But Cain had chosen to go about worshiping God 
and offering to God according to his own way. That's walking in the way of Cain- it’s 
doing things according to your way, not under the authority of God. And then he 
speaks of Balaam. What did Balaam do? We’re told of Balaam in Numbers where he 
led the people to make a treaty, and this treaty that was going to be made with the 
enemy would mean financial gain to Balaam. So he speaks of abandoning 
themselves for the sake of gain. And then Korah, what did he do? Moses and Aaron 
had authority over the people, and Korah led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron 
because of him being angry that they were in authority and he wasn't. The Bible says 
that the ground opened up and thousands of people were swallowed up who had 
participated in this rebellion. Again, it's a picture of walking according to their own 
opinion, financial gain, rebellion against authority, Egypt -- unbelief; angels reject 
authority, Sodom and Gomorrah, and sexual immorality. He’s painting this picture 
from the Old Testament. 
 
Look in verse eight. He makes application: “Yet in like manner these people also, 
relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious 
ones. But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing 
about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” But these people blaspheme all that they 
do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, 
understand instinctively.” 
 
He's making the application that what happened in Egypt, what happened with the 
angels, what happened in Sodom and Gomorrah, what happened with Cain, what 
happened with Balaam, what happened with Korah- that's the picture, that's the 
scouting report. That's what you're dealing with when you're talking about ungodly 
people that present a faith that goes against what grace is and denies that Jesus is 
the only way of salvation. He talks about their presence around them and describes 
with poetic and powerful illustrations of things that seem one way, but they show up 
actually to be something else.  
 
In verse 12, he says, “These are hidden reefs at your love feast.” A “love feast” there 
would be in some ways like a fellowship dinner that we would have. He says, you get 
together with people that you love, and you have a feast. And in that crowd, there 



are those there that are like hidden reefs. They are underneath the surface, 
dangerous obstacles that are harmful, and yet there they are without any fear. They 
are shepherds feeding themselves. They come looking to care for people, but 
actually they draw some kind of personal gain. That's the motivation- “waterless 
clouds swept along by winds.” They look like something; they look like they're going 
to produce rain, but as they just move through they never produce. “Fruitless trees in 
late autumn, twice dead, uprooted-“ it's a picture of having a tree that's a fruit tree, 
and you get to the fall and you’ve waited all that time and there's no fruit on it. You 
say, “So it’s as good as dead. For it to claim to be a fruit tree and it’s not going to 
produce, well then that’s twice dead. Because after it doesn't produce, it's uprooted, 
it’s thrown away. It’s dead two times.” He’s saying that's what false teachers are. 
They look like they’re going to bear fruit, but they never do. They were dead before; 
they'll be dead after.  
 
Verse 13: “wild waves of the sea.” What purpose do these waves have sloshing 
around? They’re just casting up foam of their own shame; they’re just spewing at the 
mouth. It actually just keeps heaping shame up on them. And then: “wandering stars 
for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.” It looks pretty out 
there in the dark sky, but actually in that darkness, that is the picture of their doom 
and gloom and eternal punishment. There's an indictment. He says when you get to 
verse 14, he’s basically going to say here: you know what happened to the people of 
Egypt? You know what happened to the angels? You know what happened in 
Sodom and Gomorrah? You know what happened with Cain? You know what 
happened with Balaam? You know what happened with Korah? It’s the same kind of 
outcome for those who teach a false faith and for those who believe that false faith.  
 
Verse 14: “It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, 
saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones.’” That quote 
from Enoch is not recorded anywhere in Scripture, but there was a book that 
apparently Jude lifted this quote from just like we might quote C.S. Lewis. We might 
quote someone and we would say, “Here's a good illustration from something that 
makes sense.” He quotes from a book that was called 1 st Enoch or Enoch I. That 
would've been familiar in his day, and he makes the statement just like Enoch said: 
“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment 
on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have 
committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him.”  
 
What's the end for a false faith of teachers and those who believe it, those who deny 
Christ? They will experience the judgment of God. The picture here is of a judgment 
that is eternal, that is doom, that is gloom, that is dark, that is fiery.  And it is not- 
you know this, and as we even say it out loud in this room- that is not the truth that 
prevails. And we know that it is oftentimes taught that there will be no judgment 
and that God's a God of love and it’ll all work out in the end. Just do the best you can 
and we’re all getting better and better. Jude writes into this serious, urgent, 



necessary truth and says, “Contend for the faith that was once and for all handed 
down to the saints.” Now, we must contend for our faith. As servants, secure, 
strengthened by God's love and grace and mercy. Why? Listen- because God will 
judge and doom to eternal punishment those who reject Jesus and His grace. That’s 
why what we do is so critical and so important. That’s why we do what we do, why 
we spend what we spend and give what we give and build what we build and gather 
people so we can proclaim this truth.  
 
There's one thing that teachers of a false faith and teachers of the true faith have in 
common. There's one thing. Do you know what that is? Students. Learners. And we 
have to contend for our faith because there are people yet to believe. There are 
people that are in the crosshairs of God's judgment. And they hear lies, and they hear 
a denial of grace, and we have to step in and say, “here's the truth.” We’re working 
hard, and I want to challenge us to work harder to continue to reach generation after 
generation after generation to hear the truth that Jesus saves. God's judgment can 
be borne by Christ so that we don't have to.  
 
You know this coming fall, there will be 7,300 public school students just in Oconee 
County alone. I'm told that by 2022, fives years from now, that there will be 9,000 
students K-12 in just Oconee County. 9,000! We will grow from 7,300 to 9,000. 
That’s not counting the private schools and homeschool students; that probably 
adds another 3,000 by 2022. Over the next five years almost 30,000 freshman 
students will roll through the University of Georgia. God has uniquely placed us here 
as a part of that river of people to contend for the faith.  
 
Let’s be prepared, because God judges sin. Let’s be prepared to give the Good News 
that Jesus Christ is the Master and Savior and will forgive you of your sins. 
 
 


