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Let’s open our Bibles today to the New Testament book of Jude. It's a hard book to 
find, because you're basically looking for page and a half. If you can find Revelation 
chapter 1 in the last book in the Bible and look to your left just a little bit you'll find 
the book of Jude. The book of Jude was written by the brother of Jesus, not James. 
We commonly think about the brother of Jesus and the person of James who wrote 
the book that we have in our New Testament called James, but Jude is the other 
brother, another brother of Jesus. That's where we’re getting the title of this series 
“The Other Brother.” Just as I thought a few weeks back ago in reading through this 
letter and realizing that this is the brother of James and the brother of Jesus, I 
realized that when he speaks we get 25 verses from him alone- only 25 verses. This 
book was written some 30 years after the death of Jesus. The major theme of the 
book is “contend.” It is a letter written by Jude, the brother of Jesus and a challenge 
to contend for our faith. 
 
Now I cannot verify this, but there is a growing suspicion on my part that Jude was 
the middle child. Some of you may be a middle child. I am, so I can speak with 
authority on the subject. There is definitely a “middle child syndrome,” okay? And all 
of us need to be on some episode of Oprah sometime in our life to get that worked 
out. But when I think of Jude, I think something just makes me think he may have 
been a middle child. We’re told in the Gospel of Mark that there is Jesus; he had 
brothers – James, Joses, Jude, Simon and sisters. So you can do the math and figure 
out how many sisters would Jude have to have if those are given in birth order for 
him to be a middle child? I don’t think it’s that big a deal, but it's been fun to think 
about that. The reason I say that is because oftentimes - not always the case- but 
oftentimes, middle children because they have older siblings or younger siblings, 
when they do speak they have given a lot of thought and time to it and they feel like 
it's got to be said. I see this in the life of Jude.  
 
I identify with a story that I heard a number of years ago about a 12-year-old boy. He 
had never spoken in his life, not one syllable, never said a word. He’s 12 years old and 
is having breakfast as the routine with his mom and his dad there seated at the table. 
Obviously he's not speaking; they’re talking. He’s never said a word. And out of 
nowhere, he takes the first bite of his breakfast, he puts it down and then he just 
says, “The toast is burnt.” First words out of his mouth ever! And his parents go 
crazy, as you would imagine, and they’re celebrating- 12 years and he spoke and he 
said something! The day has come and they’re saying, “You spoke! What did you say? 
Say it again!” And he says, “The toast is burnt.” Finally it calms down, and the dad 
looks at the son and says, “I’ve got to know. 12 years and you never said a word. The 
first thing out of your mouth is ‘The toast is burnt.’ What happened? What brought 
that on? How can that be?” And he just simply looked at him and said, “Well, 
everything's been okay up to now!”  



 
I see that with Jude. There are 66 books of the Bible, you get 64 books in, you get to 
the 65th book of the Bible, and Jude has something to say. There's something that 
has compelled him that has pressurized him to say something of necessity, of 
urgency, and seriousness. Today I want you to see as we focus primarily on verses 
three and four that contending for our faith is a serious, urgent necessity. 
Contending for our faith is a serious, urgent necessity. We will focus on verses three 
and four, but because of the brevity of the book, let’s pick up verses one and two and 
three and four. 
 
“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, 
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 
May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, although I was very eager 
to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing 
to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For 
certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality 
and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” 
 
Contending for our faith is a serious, urgent necessity. Before we speak about 
contending for faith, let me remind you of our starting position. Where do we start in 
our contending for the faith? What position are we coming from? Last week we saw 
in verse one that Jude started from a position of submission, security, and strength. 
He started from a position of submission- he's not the one that identified himself as 
the brother of Jesus. He identified himself as the servant of Jesus. The most 
important relationship in Jude's life when it came to Jesus was not the familial 
relationship, it was the faith relationship. It was the fact that his brother, that this 
person Jesus had lived, had died, and been buried and rose again. He knew that he 
was alive, and it had changed his life, and he now was a servant of Jesus Christ.  
 
How wildly different it makes our homes when we walk into that environment as a 
servant of Jesus Christ. How different it makes our parenting, our work, our 
neighboring. How different it makes us when we're on a team or in a school or we 
have roommate when we walk into those arenas of life and we see, “I go into this 
environment as a servant of Jesus Christ.” It makes a difference when it comes to 
contending for our faith to contend from a position of serving Jesus Christ. Then 
there was this position also of security- a reminder that what God has done in His 
grace; what God has done in salvation is a secure position- that we are called loved 
and kept for Jesus Christ. Then third, a position of strength. He says, “May mercy, 
peace, and love be multiplied to you.” The weapons of our warfare the weapons of 
our contending for our faith are not carnal, but they are mighty through God. What’s 
mighty in our life? Some of those weapons- mercy, peace, and love. It’s our starting 
position. 
 
Let’s think about this word “contend.” It's the keyword of the passage; it’s the thrust 



of the letter, it was what pressured Jude into writing this letter. He says, “contend for 
the faith.” The word “contend”- what do you think of when you hear that word? 
How would you use “contend?” You may think of pictures of the contender perhaps 
of some athletic event or some competition that you’re in. You may think of the 
phrase, “I need to contend for my position.” Jude says, “contend for the faith.” The 
word “contend” comes from a Greek word that is “epagónizomai.” If you take the 
prefix EP off of that Greek word- say it to yourself “agónizomai”- you get this Greek 
word “agónizomai.” If you say it a few times, there's an English word that we 
transliterate from that Greek word that begins to unfold. Agónizomai, agónizomai, 
agónizomai, agónizomai - what word is wanting to come out of your mouth in 
English? Agony. Agony- it's an English word that's transliterated from that Greek 
word, we just use it the way it sounds in the Greek language. It's the image that we 
get in agonizing over something, and like many word pictures in the New Testament 
from maybe Paul or other writers, it's a word that's lifted out of the athletic world to 
describe the scene that the people had seen before of agony. They had seen in an 
athletic event a person use every muscle and every fiber and every sinew, every 
breath they could muster up in order to get across the finish line. That's the picture 
here Jude is giving of us related to our faith. He’s saying, every spiritual muscle, every 
spiritual fiber, every spiritual sinew- and we would even know if you're in the fight 
that it’s not just spiritual muscle fiber and sinew, that often physically it can be 
exhausting to contend for the faith, to stand for the faith. 
 
How many times- here’s just a little fill of it- you walk out of here on Sunday feeling 
pretty energized, but you get home on Monday night and you feel you might say 
“beat up?” What has happened physically? Physically you walked into your school or 
you walked into your work environment, and what you have confronted all day long 
is both spiritual and physical confrontation. Words, actions, mindsets, worldviews 
that go against your faith- and Jude is saying to us that we must agonize, we must 
fight, we must stand, we must give the last breath across the finish line for our faith. 
Well, what does that look like? What does that call for for you as a retiree? For you 
as a teenager? For you as a college student or dad? What does it mean to contend 
for our faith? Contending for our faith is a serious, urgent necessity.  
 
I want to take those last three words in reverse order- serious, urgent necessity- let’s 
flip it around. Let’s talk about the necessity. Number one: there are necessary things 
we must do out of love for others. When contending for our faith, there are 
necessary things we must do out of love for others. Jude verse one: he says, “to 
those who are called beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ.” Verse 
three: “Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation.” Verse 17: “But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Verse 20: “But you, beloved, building yourselves up 
in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit.” What am I showing you? The 
word “beloved.” In twenty-five verses- four times he uses the word “beloved.” If 
you're just going to give 25 verses and use one of those words at least four times, it's 
a strong indicator that it was a massive part of his thinking. It was right on the front 



of his mind when he thought about others. What we see here is that Jude is writing 
to believers that are called, loved, and kept, and he loves them. As a writer to them, 
as one who is addressing them, he is moved to write to them because he cares so 
much for them. It shows us that there are necessary things we must do out of love 
for others. 
 
But there's more to this than just Jude loving them. This word “beloved” also is a very 
specific word that gives us the understanding that Jude knew not only did he love 
them, but he was writing to people that were loved by God. And that makes a 
difference. It makes a difference when we contend for our faith not just to love 
people, but to also see other people as those loved by God. Do you notice how it 
changes the way you relate to people when you come to the realization that God 
loves them just as much as He loves you? We’re not as harsh with people when we 
recognize that they are loved by God just like we are. We’re not as judgmental 
toward others when we recognize that others are loved by God like we are. We don't 
write people off as quickly when we recognize that that individual or that person is 
loved by God just like I am. In relationships with our spouse, in relationship with our 
children, in relationship with church family, in relationship with other members of the 
kingdom, it’s just different when we come to them with this perspective that “I love 
them, but more than that God loves them.”  
 
Because of that, there are some necessary things that we must do. He says, 
“Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write appealing to you.” The word “necessary” there in the 
Greek language comes from a root word that we get our word “compress” from. You 
might think of an aerosol can that has some product in it. You shake it, and it doesn't 
feel like it's got much in there, but you know when you push the button it just goes 
everywhere. What has caused that? The air has been compressed inside of that can 
so that when it's opened up, it’s just forced out. And the picture here of Jude is that 
his soul has been compressed with this passion to contend for the faith. It’s as if he’s 
saying, “You know when I started out to write to you, I was going to write something 
else, but when it got down to it I realized I was under this compression that I had to 
say this to you. It was a necessity.”  
 
Maybe this is another reason that I think that Jude was a middle child. I think lots of 
times middle children don't like conflict. They just want to keep the peace and keep 
the older brother happy, keep the younger sister happy- let’s just keep peace. There’s 
probably two or three of you in this room that you don't like conflict. Two or three 
of you? Most of us, we don't look for conflict; we don't walk toward the 
confrontation. And that's the feeling you get from Jude here. He says, “I was very 
eager to write to you about our common salvation. I wanted to talk to you about 
what we have in common. I wanted to celebrate with you what Jesus has done. I 
want us to get excited about this and what we all share as common ground, but I 
couldn't. There’s something else more important; there’s something that has pressed 
in on my soul.” 



 
Up until about six weeks ago, I was saying to our staff that our sermon series 
between Easter and Memorial Day would be a set of messages called “Timeshare.” It 
was a topical message that talked about serving the Lord and serving others, sharing 
our time for the glory of God with others. I was excited about it. I thought, “This is 
going to be good. They’re going to like this. We’re going to get to dive into what it 
looks like to be a servant.” And somewhere back just a few days ago as I'm reading 
and praying and thinking about this, I come to Jude and it's just this pressure on my 
soul that said, “This. This is necessary for right now that you go to the church and 
you show that there are some things that must be addressed. There are some things 
that must be said about contending for our faith.” 
 
Number two: contending for our faith means this- there are urgent things we must 
say out of concern for the faith. There are urgent things that we must say out of 
concern for the faith. Necessary, under pressure, got to get this out there- urgent. 
This word he says, “I found it necessary to write appealing”- appealing to you to 
contend for the faith. The word “appeal” there means to encourage, to exhort. It 
carries the idea of urgency. This is something important, and it's important that it's 
got to be said now. This can’t be put off- not when you get around to it, but right 
now, something urgent. The reason it’s urgent is out of concern for the faith. I exhort 
you, I appeal to you, and I encourage you to contend for the faith.  
 
We've already talked about contending and agonizing for our faith. Here “faith”- this 
is a word that reminds us that it's used in different ways in the New Testament. 
Sometimes the word “faith” is used as saving faith. It describes our belief. It's the 
faith of John 3:16,  “for whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 
It's the faith of Ephesians 2:8-9: “for by grace are you saved through faith.” That’s 
saving faith. The faith that’s used here has to do with the body of belief. It has to do 
with the gospel, with the truth, with the story, with the message. It's what Jesus 
came for and lived for and died for and rose for and ascended for and comes back 
for. It’s the good news for our bad news. It's Jesus coming in the flesh, living sinlessly, 
dying sacrificially, rising gloriously, and ascending triumphantly. It’s Jesus coming, 
living, dying, and rising. It’s His atoning death. It's His confirming resurrection, and 
Jude is writing to say that this faith must be fought for.  
 
Paul said the same thing. Turn back your Bibles to 2nd Timothy. It was Paul's last letter 
that we have recorded chronologically. We don't know of anything else that he 
wrote after 2 nd Timothy. Paul writes to Timothy who's pastoring at Ephesus, and he 
reminds him of what's important and what's necessary. 2nd Timothy chapter 1 verse 
13: “ Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the 
good deposit entrusted to you.” 
  
What was the good deposit entrusted to him? It was his faith in Jesus Christ, and we 
know it as being a body of belief because Jude describes it as the once and for all 



delivered faith. What a powerful statement. Does our faith change? Does what it 
took to save Paul change to what it takes to save me today? Not at all. Did Jude 
come to know Christ as Lord and Savior in line with a different faith than what my 
children would come to know Christ under? Not at all. Jude says, “Contend for the 
faith that was once for all delivered.” It's a picture of a package being delivered; it's a 
picture of a body of truth. He’s saying to us that this faith that we have in Jesus 
Christ is not fluid. One of the key checks in your spirit for what Jude is talking about 
would be if you ever hear a person say, “I have this new revelation from God” or if 
someone says, “I know it's not in the Bible, but this is what is truth.” That’s what 
happened when Mohammed said he had a new revelation. That's what happened 
when Joseph Smith said, “I have a new revelation.” It's what makes a cult a cult; it’s 
what makes a false religion a false religion. It's when you come to the once and for 
all delivered faith and someone begins to treat it as fluid or treat it as goo and shape 
it and mold it into whatever their desires are, whatever the culture might like, 
whatever itching ears want to hear- Jude says I tell you “it is urgent out of concern 
for the faith you must contend for it.” 
 
Number three: when we’re contending for our faith, there are serious things we must 
address out of care for the church. Contending for our faith is a serious, urgent 
necessity. When we're talking about contending for faith, don't be confused, we’re 
not talking about contending for our preferences. We’re not talking about 
contending for styles. When Jude speaks here, he's talking about a faith that perverts 
grace and denies Jesus. There is a massive difference in perverting grace and denying 
Jesus from whether or not we want coffee in the café or greeters at the door or we 
want to drop eggs from helicopters, okay? There are a lot of things that we can 
argue and fuss and defend and get passionate and stirred up about, and the tragedy 
is that too many times it's about things that are not seriously urgent or necessary. 
Jude writes to what is the issue, and what is the issue for Jude was something that 
was sure, something that was certain to happen- certain to happen in the days of 
Jesus, certain to happen in the days of the prophets, certain to happen in the days of 
Paul and Jude and in our day right now in April 2017.  
 
Listen to just a few pages back to 2nd Peter, it almost mirrors what Jude is saying 
here. In 2 nd Peter chapter 2, we see the sureness of there being those who would 
attack our faith. 2 nd Peter chapter 2 verse one: “But false prophets also arose among 
the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon 
themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their sensuality, and because of 
them the way of truth will be blasphemed. And in their greed they will exploit you 
with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction 
is not asleep.” 
 
Look in Acts chapter 20. In Acts chapter 20, Paul comes close to Ephesus and he 
sends for the overseers; he sends for the leaders of Ephesus and they meet him on 
the shore. In Acts chapter 20, he’s speaking in verse 28. Acts 20:28: “Pay careful 



attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God.”  
 
See, there are serious things we must address out of care for the church. He says, “to 
care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after 
my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from 
among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things-“ the same word 
there is translated “perverted” in Jude.  
 
“…will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
Therefore  be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to 
admonish every one with tears.” You have in Paul's life there that he's agonizing, he's 
admonishing with tears. He’s saying, “I care for the church, and you’ve got to be alert 
and awake and see that there are things that are being taught and said that are an 
attack on the faith.” Not only are these attacks sure, they are also stealth, secretive, 
and almost unnoticed. Jude says back in verse four: “For certain people have crept in 
unnoticed.” For certain people have crept in unnoticed: stealth-like. It wasn't a big 
announcement; they just kind of eased into it.  
 
I wonder if you could take a look at this picture. Did any of you see this from 
December 29? Do you see that notice anything odd about that huddle? There may 
have been someone from Auburn that crept in unnoticed. There was about a minute 
and 39 seconds left in that game on December 29, and Auburn was down by 11 and TJ 
Dunans decided the only way that we could possibly win was to get in the UGA 
huddle and see what they were talking about. That's the picture here though of what 
had happened, and these believers that Jude addresses, he says, “without you 
noticing someone- an enemy has crept in.” Does that send a little shutter into your 
heart to know that in a church even called Watkinsville first Baptist or in this, the 
kingdom of heaven that individuals can creep in and can sneak in whose intention is 
to pervert the grace of God and to deny Christ? 
Two things are described here: perverting grace and denying Jesus. To pervert means 
to twist. It means to change it; it means to alter. It means to take it from what its 
original purpose was meant to be and make it into something that was never meant 
to be. And he says that there are those who secretly creep in that are ungodly people 
who pervert the grace of our God. They twist it, change it, and alter it. God's grace is 
unmerited favor. We celebrate grace as such a phenomenal word. God's grace is 
unmerited favor, where every sin that we have committed in the past, every sin that 
we would commit in the future is covered by the grace of God. To celebrate what 
God has done in His grace of covering over our sin is totally different than looking at 
God's grace as a license to sin. What they describe here is a twisting of God's grace 
into sensuality. He says there are those that have crept in that are twisting grace 
from being a covering of sin to actually being a permission of sin. If God's business is 
to forgive and give grace, then it doesn't matter how I live. Whatever the lust of my 
eyes is, whatever the lust of my flesh is, I go with that. And that's what he's 
addressing.  



 
In our church today, in our community today, in the kingdom today, we may not 
have names or teachers that we would say would be perverting the grace of God. 
But here's how we do that- we do that with a tendency to go before sin and excuse 
it and allow it in our life based on the fact that we think God will cover it anyway. It’s 
the argument that we use if you sit down in front of a computer screen and feed 
yourself on pornography believing that God's grace is sufficient anyway and “it's not 
that big a deal; I'm not hurting anybody, God's grace is going to cover it anyway.” It's 
what you do when you believe in sensuality that you can just be loose living, you can 
sleep around, that you can lust with the eyes, that you can fulfill any desire of the 
flesh. You can rob God with your money and spend it however you want to. You can 
feed your body with any food that you want; there's no reason for control; there's 
no reason for discipline. It is a lie from the pit of hell to believe that God's grace does 
away with any expectations of God on our life. 
  
Jude says, “Here's the issue: you're perverting the grace of God.” He also says, “You’re 
denying Jesus.” He says, “You deny our only master and Lord Jesus Christ.” The word 
“master” has to do with sovereignty, authority, and control. There are those that are 
perverting grace for sensuality for loose living but also, they deny the authority of 
Christ. They think, “I don't need to answer him. He died, He rose, my sin’s covered, 
but He's not my Lord. He's not my master; He’s not my boss. I don’t bring Him into 
my life's direction and decision.” Jude says that's an attack on our faith. 
 
I want to give you a couple of examples, one contemporary, and one forty years old. 
How could our faith be attacked? How could Jesus be denied? How could we pervert 
grace? Let me give you one from forty years ago. Forty years ago, the Southern 
Baptist Convention was in a crisis, and in the six seminaries across the Southern 
Baptist Convention things were being taught that discounted Jesus Christ as the way 
of salvation, that doubted the word of God. In 1976, at Southern Seminary, a student 
began a doctoral thesis where he tracked students as they came in their first year at 
Southern Seminary and then measured them all the way through in certain questions 
and beliefs. By the time they finished in 1976 when that thesis was approved and 
those numbers began to be run- when that survey was over, let give you just two 
example questions. There were several of these, but here was one question. A 
student just arrived at Southern Seminary to train to be a pastor. Here's the 
statement: “Jesus is the divine Son of God. I have no doubts about it.” Every person 
surveyed, 100% of them said yes. 100% of the coming in students said, “Jesus is the 
divine Son of God. I have no doubts about it.” When they were PhD students, the 
same students- that number was now 63%. That's what was going on in the late 70s. 
Here's another question coming in as a first-year student- “Belief in Jesus Christ as 
Savior is absolutely necessary.” 100% of those surveys coming into the seminary to 
be trained as a pastor believe Jesus Christ as Savior is absolutely necessary. By the 
time they were PhD students, 59%.  
 
What had happened? Their teachers, their disciplers, their mentors had begun to 



deny Jesus Christ and pervert the grace of God. Thank our God in heaven for heroes 
of the faith like Adrian Rogers and Page Patterson and Paul Pressler and many others 
that saw that, were alerted to that, and began to implement change so that today 
across our denomination, you find six Southern Baptist seminaries that are 
proclaiming that Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation.  
 
Let me give you a modern example. A few years ago you know that William Paul 
Young wrote the book The Shack. It sold 20 million copies. It was passed off as being 
a fictional book and so people would look and say, “Well, it wasn't meant to be true, 
so you can kind of overlook this and overlook that.” But just this year recently 
William Paul Young has released a new book that he unequivocally says is meant to 
be true. It's called Lies We Believe About God. Some of you may already have it on 
your shelf, or you may have seen it in the bookstore. I haven't read the book; I will 
admit that, but I do want to give you just one quote from that book. 
 
William Paul Young writes “The good news is not that Jesus has opened up the 
possibility of salvation and you have been invited to receive Jesus into your life. The 
Gospel is that Jesus has already included you into His life, into His relationship with 
God the Father and into His anointing of the Holy Spirit. The good news is that Jesus 
did this without your vote, and whether you believe it or not won’t make it any less 
or more true.” 
 
Is there a check in your spirit on that? Believing that people could accuse him of 
universalism, this is what he says; these are his words. He was asked, “Are you 
suggesting that everyone is saved, that you believe in universal salvation?” 
 
“That is exactly what I'm saying. Every human being you meet is a child of God. Thus 
hell isn't separation from God, but simply the pain of resisting the salvation we can't 
escape, and death doesn't result in final judgment but simply introduces a restorative 
process intended to free us to run into the arms of love.”  
 
Now I mention those to say to you that all around us there is a battle for us to 
contend for our faith. Don't fall asleep. How? How do we contend for our faith? We'll 
get to that, but there's one phrase in verse 20 that says this. He says, “Build 
yourselves up.” Verse 20-how do we contend for our faith? Build yourselves up. Do 
you remember what Peter did when they came for Jesus to arrest Him? He grabbed a 
sword and did what? He took off an ear! And Jesus says, “No, that’s not the way we 
fight.” That’s not the way we fight. To contend for our faith doesn't mean that we 
roll up our Bible and start knocking people around. To contend for our faith means 
that we open up our Bible and start building ourselves up. The more I know about my 
faith, the more conditioned I am for contending for the faith. So where we start in 
contending for the faith is for you and I to get in the word, to study the word, to 
apply the word, to know Jesus, to love Jesus, to grab ahold of this faith once and for 
all to deliver it to the saints. 
 



 


