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Let’s open our Bibles to 1st Peter chapter 1. That song is offered as a prayer today, a 
prayer to the Lord from our hearts. But as we look at a new season, we look at this new 
semester, and we look at the fall, throughout this time together when we get together as a 
church, the prayer is that the Lord would speak to our hearts through His word. And then 
day by day, as we live for Him, that we would be hearing from Him what's true, what's 
needed, and what's right for us to live by and honor and Him and worship Him. 

 
Last week, I left you hovering over the airport, so to speak. We kind of entered a 

circling pattern, and we've taken basically a week’s intermission from last week's message. 
I don't think I've done that over half a dozen times in the years that I've been here, but I 
just got to a point last week where I looked up at the clock, looked down at the notes, knew 
what was in my heart and realized there was another service coming after this.  We were 
going to crash if we tried to land this sermon. So I sort of left things right where they were 
in the message, and today, I want to pick back up in 1st Peter. In a lot of ways what I did last 
Sunday and what I’m doing today is helping each of us. And for some of us, it would be a 
reset button. We’re saying, “This is what we’re doing, why we’re here, what we’re up for, 
what we're going after in our life for Christ and in our body as a local group of believers.” 
It’s a little bit of a reset as a reminder to say, “This is what's important. This is what we’re 
doing. This is what you’re going to get if you're part of this church family.” 

 
It’s a little bit of recruiting I guess in just saying, “Hey, I want you to be 

wholeheartedly in loving the Lord Jesus Christ to this local body of believers and to this 
expression of the kingdom of God from here and to the rest of the world.” We are 
answering this question of “What's behind the W?” What’s behind the W? When you look 
around, and you see it on shirts and you see it on printed piece, when you see it in the 
media, what's coming through about who we are as a church? What I want to share with 
you is what I'm praying, hoping, and believing that from God's word this is what is behind 
the W. If you're part of this local body of believers or maybe you're here for the very first 
time and you're wondering what this church is like or wonder what they're about- there 
may be a lot of people that would be on our property today that are brand-new to the 
community or brand-new to our church. Colleges and universities have brought in a new 
group of people into our area. I’m excited about that, and we want you to understand a 
little bit about what you'd be getting into and who we are. 

 
 When you look at 1st  Peter, it's a letter that really is a reset chapter. In 1st Peter, you 

have a group of people that have been scattered from their homeland. Where they are 
living doesn't feel like home. They are recognizing more and more that heaven is the only 
place is going to be their home, but they become a part of a group that was technically 
called the “people of the dispersion.” They had been living in Jerusalem, they’ve come to 
faith in Christ, and they began to believe that the Messiah had come. His name was Jesus, 
He had died, He was buried, and He had risen and ascended to heaven. Their faith was in 



Christ alone for their salvation. Their lives were threatened because of that. They were 
persecuted because of that, and it drove them out of their homeland. And now they're 
scattered into a lot of different regions and cities and places. And the apostle Peter, who’d 
been with Jesus for three years, commissioned by Christ to feed the flock, writes to them to 
encourage them. He does this really to wrap his arms around them and say, “Here’s what 
were doing.” It's almost like he could hear them saying, “Why are we doing this? What we 
are up against here?” And the reason is that now where they’re living, that persecution had 
followed them there. And the trials that they were going through now in a new area were 
back on them. And they were suffering again in a new place for Jesus Christ. 

 
“What are we doing? Is this worth it? Remind me. Tell me.” Peter writes into that; 

he writes to places like verses one and two mention- Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia Bithynia. In 
verse three, listen to how he encourages them about their faith, and maybe it would be 
encouraging to you as well. It says,  

 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your 
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not 
seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice 
with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to 

be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ 
in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 
glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the 
things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to 
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 
 

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

 
Do you hear the apostle Peter? He’s saying, “Guys, it's worth it. You've got a living 

hope. Christ died, He rose again, and He's going to be revealed again.” It is his way of 
referring to the second coming Jesus Christ. In verse 14, he says, 

 
 “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 

ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is 
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on him as Father who judges 
impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the 



time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the 
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who 
through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are in God. 

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly 
love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 

“All flesh is like grass 
    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
    and the flower falls, 
but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” 
 
You’d think that when they were reading this letter in these places that the 

believers would gather and right there, there would've been a loud  “Amen!” in their 
language. That there would've been some people fist pumping saying, “Yes! That's why 
we're in this! Yes! We won't quit! Yes! We will keep living for Jesus! Yes! We’re looking 
forward to His return. Yes! Eternity is out there in front of us!” And Peter writes to create 
that encouragement in their hearts in the midst of trials and trouble and tribulation that 
they are going through. So for you and I, as we head into this fall without any real 
awareness of what's ahead for us this season, we get this word. This is a reminder that in 
trials and suffering and difficulty that living obediently for Christ in this world is worth it. 

 
I hope that comes through in who we are as a local church. You see around the 

property, you see on shirts and on social media this W. What's behind that W? I hope first 
of all that the word comes to your mind. If you're here for the very first time, I want you to 
hear up front that if you're here, if you make this your church home, if this is a place for 
you to anchor your life- that again and again and again, whatever the setting is you're 
going to hear us teach the word of God. It's our glue. It's our guide. It is the foundation that 
we’re building our lives on. There's no clearer way to get to the cross of Christ, the 
resurrection of Christ, and the return of Christ than getting quickly to the word of God. We 
come to the word each week and rapidly, at the beginning of the message, you will hear me 
say week after week after week “Open your Bibles to…” It’s one of the great pleasures of my 
life to be able to do that week after week. 

 
 This morning at 10:15, right above me here in the Life Building is a group of college 

students meeting for college Bible study. If you're a student in the service and you're 
looking for a group where you can make relationships and hear the word taught, at 10:15, 
we have college Bible study. That opens up 9 o'clock and 11:30 for you to be a part of 
corporate worship. All this semester they'll be working through God's word in the book of 
Exodus. In the children's ministry, when you walk into that building, you'll see that they're 
working through a curriculum that’s called “The Gospel Project.” It’s just week after week 



after week saying “Here's Jesus”- from Genesis to Revelation, we need a savior. God loves 
us, He sent His Son Jesus Christ. By grace through faith you’re saved. And over and over, 
again and again, we’re proclaiming the truth to our children from a very early age. At 
TeamKid on Wednesday night, they’re memorizing Scripture and learning about how to 
reach the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are building our life on the word of God. 

 
Secondly, I hope worship comes to mind when you see the W. What are we about? 

Who are we? We’re worshipers. And somebody may ask, “Why do we gather? Why do we 
meet?” We landed on this phrase from our study in Psalms this summer: “We gather to 
worship the Most High God who is King over all the earth and the only One worthy of 
praise. When we go to bed on Saturday night, I pray that people go to bed looking forward 
to getting here on Sunday morning to worship the Most High God. And when we go to bed 
on Sunday night, we're excited about living Monday with a life that’s worshiping the Most 
High God. When we come together corporately, we’re doing what Hebrew says. We’re “not 
forsaking the gathering of ourselves together,” but we are coming together to “encourage 
one another all the more as we see the day approaching.” That phrase “the day 
approaching” is a reference to the coming of the Lord, the end of time when all this comes 
to a consummation when we see Jesus Christ and are with Him forever. He’s saying that 
what you need as that day approaches is to be together worshiping and encouraging one 
another. 

 
Do you know what changes the environment in this room? Do you know what’s so 

massively important? It’s that your worship happens on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday before you ever get here on Sunday. It’s that personally and 
privately you are doing what Romans 12:1 says. You are “offering your bodies as living 
sacrifices to the Lord, holy and acceptable to him. This is your spiritual act of worship.” It’s 
the way that we take a weekday and live for Him in our work, in our school, in our everyday 
life- and then from there when we gather here on a Sunday morning, it's not a far leap to 
start singing songs of praise to the Lord. It’s not a far leap to start praying. It’s not a far 
leap to start giving. It’s not a far leap to open our Bibles and see what God's word has to say. 
We learned in Psalm 50 this summer that God wants no empty ritual and that God wants no 
fake confession. God calls us to worship Him with thankful hearts and faithful lives.  

 
 When you see that W, I hope that rapidly what comes to mind is that the world is 

on your heart- every race, every tribe, every nation- whether they're living right here in 
Watkinsville or they’re in another country or on another continent, that because of what 
we've learned and studied in the word and because of who we worship, we now have this 
supernatural overflow and we want the world to know about Him. Isn’t it true that when 
we love someone, we want to talk about them? When we love something, we want to tell 
somebody about them. When we love somebody we want to talk to them. Talking to the 
Lord is our worship because we love Him! But when we love Him and we read His word and 
see what He’s saying, it overflows and we want somebody else to know. 

 
Do you know what really completes our joy? It’s for us not to individually and 

privately to know Christ, but for us to know Christ and then tell somebody else about Him. 



If you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you may find in your life that even 
greater joy than when you came to know Christ is having the privilege of leading someone 
else to Christ. You'll see it over and over again, and you’ll think, “Man, this just makes me 
feel alive when that person comes alive in Jesus Christ!” And we are a church family that we 
believe that the world can hear about Christ right here from Watkinsville, Georgia. It 
happens through our giving. A lot of what we give like our Acts 1:8 offering- it goes to take 
the gospel to the world. It goes to ministries where new churches are being planted and 
started. We share the gospel through our careers and our jobs. It’s a crazy place! Over just 
the last six months, you have people in our church family through jobs or through leisure 
travel everywhere from New Zealand to Alaska, from West Coast to East Coast. The best I 
can tell, at least six continents of the world, going with Christ in the heart to the world. Not 
just careers and jobs and giving, but also in specific mission activity. 

 
Last week in this room, we gathered around Robbie and Madison and laid hands on 

them and prayed for them and sent them out. On August 16 they leave to live in South Asia 
and plant their life there to tell the world about Jesus Christ. In a few days, Taylor Crouse 
will leave our church family and go to East Asia and live there for nine months teaching 
English to people and living for Jesus and being a light for Jesus in East Asia. We’re doing it 
through church planting. In 2010, we began to talk about this dream and prayer of helping 
partner with 20 new church plants by 2020. Here we are in 2017. Where are we on that? The 
best I can tell, we've been a part of partnering and helping plant 17 churches to this point. 
We've been a part of helping plant seven churches in Uganda. We’ve been a part of helping 
plant four churches in Boston. We’ve been a part of helping plant a church with Mike 
Satterfield in Washington, with Ben Presten in Burlington, Vermont, with Trey and Caitlin 
Eitel and Nathan and Leslie Tubbs in Brooklyn, New York. Then with three churches locally 
here in our area - Calvary with Thomas Settles and Living Hope with David Holt and Mark 
McAndrew with North Avenue. God willing, by the end of 2020 we would be able to see how 
the Lord will have used us to help plant 20 churches in 10 years- to partner in seeing those 
new churches get planted. We passionately believe that God has put us in a community 
where we can tell the world about Jesus Christ. 

 
The fourth word when you see the W that I think would come to mind - and I would 

imagine that it's the one that most quickly comes your mind- is the word ‘Watkinsville.’ We 
love the word. We believe that God has made us to worship. We want the world to know 
about Christ, but God has put us in a specific community. And when people ask, “Hey, 
where do you go to church?” You respond, “I go to Watkinsville.”  

 
There are some college students in the room right now. Do you want to put some 

change in the bank? Right now while I'm preaching, go ahead and get out your phone and 
text your mom.  Say, “Mom, it’s my first weekend in Athens, and I just wanted you to know 
that I'm at church in Watkinsville.” It might literally put some change in your bank if you 
did that right now! And then in the second text you could say, “This church at Watkinsville; 
their pastor's name is Carlos! Go figure, Mom!  What’s that about?” Here at Watkinsville, we 
believe that God has put great responsibility on us to reach the people of this community. 
We talk about the world unashamedly, but also we can talk about reaching people locally. 



We reach farther then we ever could if our base is strong. There are things that we need to 
do to continue to strengthen home base to tell our community about Jesus Christ, to love 
the community that we’re in. Think about it- in our county right here in Oconee County 
there are 36,000 people. Did you know of those 36,000 people, there's somewhere around 
8,500 kids K-12 in school? Do the math! We are a young community. By the time you take 
8,500 kids in Oconee County doing K-12 -that's publicly funded, privately funded, and 
homeschool- put parents with them and put grandparents with them, and this is a young 
community.  

 
If you reach into Clarke County right next to us, it’s a county with 124,000 people. 

Do you realize that in Clarke County and Oconee County that about half of those people will 
not be in church anywhere this morning? God has given us responsibility to take the good 
news of Jesus Christ to each of those people. Some of you have come here today, and maybe 
it is the first time you’re here. I want to tell you that we've been praying for you. We look 
forward to new people coming to be a part of our church family.  Some people might say, 
“You know what? I am concerned that all our church is concerned about is numbers?” Can I 
tell you that that is false? All we're concerned about is not numbers. Are we concerned 
about numbers? Yes. Is all that we’re concerned about numbers? No. Are we concerned 
about numbers? Yes. 

 
Let me ask you this question. Do you know when you get concerned about numbers? 

When you're responsible for the numbers. A few days ago 10 of us from our church family 
were in Rome, Italy. Chris Fitzgerald, our missions director had designated me the leader of 
the team. So ten of us arrived in Rome, Italy not speaking the language. We flew into the 
airport in Rome, and we found a bus. We went from the bus to the Metro. From the Metro, 
we went to the Airbnb apartment where the ten of us were staying for the week. There 
were ten of us, and I was the leader. We were on subways, we were on trains, we were on 
planes, we were on buses, and we were walking blocks in a place where I can’t speak the 
language. Guess what I was doing every other minute as I travelled with those ten? What 
was I doing? Counting. 

 
 You may say, “All you’re concerned about is numbers, Pastor!” You bet I was! Over 

and over and over and over again I counted: one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, 
nine, ten. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten. Yes, there was a time when 
I got to nine, but that’s another story for another time of where number ten was. But I was 
concerned because I was responsible for those people. When we talk about a county and a 
community of 36,000 people or 8,000 people in school or 36,000 people at University of 
Georgia, the reason we would talk about numbers and making room for those people is 
because I feel like God has strategically placed us here to share the good news with every 
one of those souls that will last forever. We want as many of them as God would allow to go 
to heaven. Amen? 

 
We’re concerned about Watkinsville. And there are six things that I feel like we've 

got to strengthen in order for home base to be strong. You may know number seven, 
number eight, and number nine, but I'll give you six. First of all is prayer and Holy Spirit 



dependence. We say around here from time to time that “it's all about life.” When we boil it 
all down, we think it really is all about life. Jesus Christ has come so that we may have life. 
Jesus Christ has come so that we may have eternal life. Jesus Christ has come so that we 
may have abundant life. Jesus Christ has come so that we may have new life. Jesus Christ 
has come, and He is the way, the truth and the what? Life. It’s all about life, and where we 
get our life is from the spirit of God making us alive. For us to be strong at the home base is 
not first strategy, not first skill, not first some elaborate vision of what we’re going to do 
with number one, number two, number three, number four. But right out of the gate, we've 
got to be a people that are saying, “We are dependent on the power and leadership of the 
Holy Spirit in our life.” It would come through in our praying, it would come through in our 
dependence, and it would come through in our reliance upon the Lord.  

 
Secondly is care for one another. We have to strengthen what we do in caring for 

one another. We need to know what's going on in one another's lives. As the pastor of this 
church, I want to know the condition of our flock. There's no way that I can go one-on-one 
with every single person in our church family and know in detail what's going on in the life 
of people in our church, but I'm telling you, I want to know. I would say to you that you 
have to communicate to me. I would love knowing about your life and knowing these 
things. I would love knowing in your life what's new, what's next, and what's needed. In 
your life, if you thought, “This is new. This is big. This is different. My mom’s passed away.” 
That’s new. You may think to yourself, “There’s something I need. I’m going to let Pastor 
Carlos know.” Or what’s next? “There’s something different in our house. There's a change 
coming.” 

 
 Can I just tell you very practically that I don't do Facebook? I may link some things 

from time to time from Instagram or Twitter to Facebook, but I can't read Facebook, okay? 
I can't do it. I can't know all of your opinions. I can't know 2,000 opinions about everything 
in the world. By the time I go through the Oconee online yard sale, I really don't have time- 
I’m teasing of course. You have to let me know. Email me at carlos@watkinsville.org. Stop 
me in the aisle. Let’s go to lunch. Really where the care for one another is going to happen 
is by you getting connected with other people- in a life group, if you're a college student in 
a D group or family group, a Sunday morning class, men's Bible study, ladies Bible study. 
And in those environments, you begin to live life on life and people cry with you, laugh with 
you, celebrate with you, do weddings with you, do retirement parties with you, bring food 
to you when there's grief in your family and when there's medical needs in your family. 

 
 Two weeks ago, I was in Atlanta at the hospital in the waiting room with Michael 

and Stephanie Woodall and their little six-week-old baby Ellie. I asked them what was 
going on in their life. They were sitting in the waiting room in a hospital in Atlanta, and the 
family starts telling me that people are on their way from Watkinsville bringing supper for 
them to eat in the waiting room at the hospital. That’s life on life. That’s people knowing 
each other, loving each other, walking people through what's going on in their life. On the 
webpage and in the Sunday paper, you can find out how to connect to a life group. That's 
the way we’re going to be able to care for one another. Another thing we’re doing by trying 
to strengthen our caring for one another is through what we’re doing in the life of our 



church’s deacons. Over the next few months, we’re working hard to incorporate a stronger 
ministry from our deacons in caring for the needs of our church family. 

 
 A third way that we’ve got to strengthen the base is through personal evangelism 

and spiritual conversations. We’re an army of people with good news, an army of people 
with a living hope, an army of people that know the forgiveness of God, the grace of God, 
and the mercy of God that Peter talks about. We’re a people that are looking forward to the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. We live in a community and we live in a world that just don't 
know Jesus. I hope that by reaching people one on one and having a spiritual conversation 
with a roommate, with a coworker, with a teammate, and inviting the neighbor to church, 
inviting them to the men's breakfast, inviting them to college get together. You’ll be 
putting them in a place where they can have a spiritual conversation with you to be a 
jumping off point to get started with a spiritual conversation. A spiritual conversation that 
would lead to a person accepting Christ as Lord and Savior, that would lead to discipleship, 
that would lead to baptism, that would lead to be a part of a local body of believers. 

 
 We need to strengthen - number four - holy living. Holy living- and that is as we 

live in this community with the banner of Jesus Christ over our name, that our everyday 
practice would match more and more and more our eternal profession. If we claim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, we would take serious the conduct that we’re living in everyday 
life. Simon Peter points to this here. He speaks of the importance of our conduct. He says in 
verse 15: “but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.” And then 
he says in chapter 2, verse 12: “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day of visitation.” 

 
We don't teach that good works save us. We teach that we were created to do good 

works. We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and as God creates in us a new 
heart and new life, then we do good works. We are not saved by good works, but I will tell 
you this, others will be saved because of your good works. As they see your life living for 
Jesus Christ in a real relationship- yes, we fail. We talk about forgiveness and we talk about 
grace and we talk about how we’re not perfect. But our first desire and priority is that we’re 
Jesus people, and we want our life to be more and more and more transformed to be like 
Jesus. We set out from the beginning not to excuse sin because of the grace of God, but to 
live for Jesus in light of the grace of God. We want the world to know that our life is 
becoming more and more like Him, and they want to know the Savior. We need to 
strengthen our every day living for Jesus with holy lives. 

 
Number five would be structural changes- just embracing change. If we are going to 

continue to reach this community and the world, we've got to be open to change - not 
change theologically, not change biblically. I'm so thankful; praise the Lord that we’re not 
in meetings together to try to decide whether or not we're going to go with what's in the 
Bible or not. We’ve settled that. We believe the book. But there are things that we have to 
do to just continue to be able to reach a community and a world and a new generation 
around us. I call on you, as a church family to remember that it’s is in our DNA to be a 



church that’s willing to change to do whatever it takes. When we came here a few years ago 
in the fall of 2000, it was a hungry people. A hungry people for God to move and work. 
There was a core of people that were living here and saying, “We don't believe that God's 
finished with our church.” And we just began to say, “Whatever God wants to do.” And 
every week we were changing where we were trying to do things, and we were moving 
walls and moving worship services and getting ready for company coming to our church 
property. 

 
 It’s easy for us over time to begin to just get comfortable and get resistant to 

change. There are some things in the life of our church. One of the things we’ve been 
looking at for 18 months is in our church governance and the way we make decisions. We’ve 
been asking, “Is there a way that we could be more effective and efficient and fluid as a 
church family?” The last Sunday of this month, we’re going to put some things in front of 
you about the way our church makes decisions and say, “Here's a first read of what we feel 
like would be good for us moving ahead for a church our size.” We’ve made within our staff, 
and rooms are changing. We’ve got to be willing to embrace change. 

 
 Six: for us to strengthen what we’re doing at our home base, we need some new 

tools. A lot of things that we do in ministry are described as tools. One of the main tools 
that we use for bringing people together and teaching the word are our facilities. We are at 
a point where we’ve got to go toward providing space. Our overarching thought is that we 
maximize this use of property and plant churches. I think that there's a completer piece for 
us. We’ve talked in recent months about doing that this fall. We’ve paused a little bit by 
trying to take a clear look at exactly what's needed by doing space analysis, looking at our 
community, letting our staff all get on the same page, and we’re looking now in the winter 
and early spring at beginning to really put our dollars where our passion is.  

 
We’re hoping and believing that God will allow us to break ground in late spring, 

and God would allow us in 2019 to be in space that would allow us to continue to grow. This 
is not flippant or kneejerk. We’re in three services this morning with multiple services at 
the same time. We’ve moved about all the walls we can move. I think we just moved the last 
wall we can move in the Life Building upstairs here for college Bible study. We need new 
tools. How many of you in this room started coming to our church, and this building, the 
Life Building was already built when you got here? Just lift your hand up high. Lift it up 
high. This building was already here when you got here. I'm going to say that’s about 75% of 
you.  

 
Now, if we’re going to have another generation of people raise their hands, what are 

we going to do? That’s all I’m saying to you. We’ve been driving this building; it’s like a car 
that’s got 270,000 miles on it. It still works good for now and locally, but we wouldn’t put 
our kids in it for a long trip. Where we are right now as a church is that. We can do okay 
with us where we are, but we don’t want to put the next generation in this. So we need 
some new tools. 

 



 The last word is ‘wholehearted.’ Yesterday, I helped with a funeral for Jeremy 
Busby. He was 29 years old and died in a work accident this week in Athens. Jeremy had 
come here in his 20s and worked with our middle schoolers some. When I was in that 
funeral, I was reminded all over again that the mission is worth going after wholeheartedly. 
Because just like 1st Peter says” like the flower of the grass,” it goes away. When this life is 
over, my hope is Jesus Christ 

 
One last thing and we will dismiss. That bar through the W - what's that about? 

That bar is to represent what John says over and over again: “the light of the world has 
come.” The light of the world has come from heaven to Watkinsville. The light of the world 
has come from heaven to the world. Because the light has come, we will never be the same 
again. We are changed forever. So I hope when you see the W this week or this fall,  that 
you would see that wholeheartedly, we are worshipers of God living on his word, reaching 
the world in Watkinsville for His glory. 

 
 


