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There were two men living in a city, and one of those men was very rich. He had everything. 
The other man was very poor and had hardly anything. Except he had saved his money, and he 
bought a lamb. He bought a young lamb, and this poor man took the lamb he had saved his money 
for and he raised that lamb. He nurtured the lamb and fed the lamb. The lamb became so much a 
part of his family that the lamb would even eat of the man's food and drink out of the man’s cup.  It 
was so much a part of that poor man's family that he would take that lamb and hold that lamb like it 
was his own daughter.  
 

The rich man had a guest that came into town, according to the culture of this time period, 
he was to provide hospitality for the guest. That meant he was to prepare a meal. The rich man 
looked around at all of his belongings, and his animals and said, “I want to use one of my own 
lambs.” So this rich wealthy man went to that poor man, and he took that poor man's lamb. He 
slaughtered it, prepared it, and offered it to this guest passing through.  

 
I don’t know what that story does in your mind and your heart. Perhaps it makes you 

uncomfortable and a little upset. That story was told to King David. When David was king, a prophet 
by the name of Nathan came and stood in his presence and told him this story. When King David 
heard this story, his blood boiled. Anger rose up inside of him. The thought of this rich man who had 
everything going and taking from this poor man something that was so very precious - King David 
exclaimed to Nathan and said, “Whoever has done this deserves death and shall repay that poor 
man four times what they have taken!” Nathan looked at King David, and he said, “That man who 
did that? That’s you.”  

 
King David had not stolen a lamb. He had stolen a wife. King David had been walking around 

on the roof of his palace at a time when soldiers had gone off to war. David did not go with them, 
and he spotted Bathsheba from a distance from the rooftop. He saw her, desired her and sent for 
her. Because of his authority and power, he was able to bring her to himself, and he had a sexual 
relationship with her. David began to try to cover his tracks. He began to cover his actions. He knew 
that Bathsheba’s husband was Uriah. Uriah was fighting in war. He sent for Uriah and had him 
brought home to spend time with his wife. Uriah refused. He would not go in to be with his wife. He 
said it would be an injustice while others were off fighting in the war for him to come home and 
have the comfort of his wife.  

 
David saw his plans thwarted, so he had Uriah sent back to the battlefield and had him 

placed on the front lines in the heat of battle where he would certainly lose his life, and he did. 
Nathan came to King David, and he told him this story of the lamb. He preached this sermon in his 
presence, if you will. King David had the finger of God pointed at his heart. Nathan said, “You have 
despised the word of God, and you have done evil in His sight.” How would David respond? 
Recorded in second Samuel chapter 12, King David said these words, “I have sinned against God.”  



 
For just a few minutes in Psalm 51, we have the public confession - the public prayer of King 

David that flowed out of that encounter with Nathan. Psalm 51 is a prayer. It is a song. It is the 
overflow of King David's heart as he deals with the sin of taking the precious lamb from another. 
King David had committed adultery. He had committed murder. Someone studying that scene has 
said that when you take the 10 Commandments, obviously murder and adultery were committed, 
but you can actually find 9 out of 10 of the 10 Commandments that David broke in those actions. 
Today I want to ask you - what's going on? What's going on in your heart? What has happened in 
your life? It could be that there are some in this room today who are hiding your sin. Nobody knows 
- or maybe only one or two or a few. Right now it's covered. It's private. It's secret. What are you 
going to do with that sin?  

 
For some of you in this room today, maybe it's more public. Maybe your husband knows or 

your wife knows. Maybe your mom or dad, maybe your coworkers or neighbors. It may have 
become very public. What are you going to do with that sin? I want to say to you that Psalm 51 not a 
formula, but there is a flow that moves us from painful conviction to being able to live again with joy 
and praise along with a broken and a contrite heart. Can you come back to God? Yes you can. Yes 
you can. Can you be forgiven? Yes you can. Can you be restored to God? Yes you can. Can you have 
joy again in your salvation? Yes you can. Can you sing again? Yes you can. How?  

 
Let’s look at verse one: 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

   according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

    blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned 



 and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

  and blameless in your judgment. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

    and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

    and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

So where do we start? Here's where we start. Do you want a future with God? Do you want 
to sing again? Do you want the joy of your salvation again? Do you want to be restored to God? Do 
you want the fellowship with God to come back again? Number one: we see in this word that you 
must listen to the prophets in your life. One of the things that happens when we have sin in our life 



is that there is something in our flesh - pride, selfishness, maybe self-protection - where we want to 
silence those who would speak into our lives. We can become bitter or hardened against those that 
may come and bring us to an account of what's wrong in our life. If you ever want to come back to 
God from your sin, you must be willing to listen to the prophets in your life. Nathan had access to 
King David. He had the opportunity to be able to be in the presence of King David. David listened to 
him, and God by His grace had sent this prophet to speak to David so that his life could be changed, 
so that his heart could be forgiven and so that he could press ahead in worshiping and loving 
Almighty God. In our life today, those prophets can come in the form of God's word. God's word 
says, “Thy word I have hidden in my heart that I might not sin against thee.” It says, “Your word is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” God's word says, “He who conceals his sin shall not 
prosper, but he who confesses shall receive mercy.” As you read the word of God, listen to this word 
of God speak to your heart. Listen to this prophet in your life. It may come in the form of the Holy 
Spirit Who grabs a hold of your heart and convicts you and pierces you with the sword of the Spirit. 
It may come in the form of a friend who risks being at odds with you in your life. But let me remind 
you that Proverbs says, “The wounds of a friend can be trusted.”  

 
The very first thing to be able to make it back to God and have fellowship with Him is to be 

willing to listen to the prophets in your life. Proverbs 12:1 says, “Whoever loves discipline loves 
knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid.” This is right out of the English Standard Version. “He 
who hates reproof is stupid.” Proverbs 13:1 says, “A wise son hears his father's instruction, but a 
scoffer does not listen to rebuke.” If you backup a few pages to Proverbs chapter 5, this is in the 
context of warning against committing adultery and sexual sin. In Proverbs chapter 5:11, it speaks 
about the importance of listening to discipline and the rebuke and counsel of others. Proverbs 
5:11-14 says, “and at the end of your life you groan, when your flesh and body are consumed, and you 
say, ‘How I hated discipline, and my heart despised reproof! I did not listen to the voice of my 
teachers 
or incline my ear to my instructors. I am at the brink of utter ruin in the assembled congregation.’” In 
this assembled congregation this morning, you may find your life at the brink of utter ruin, but God 
in His grace and His mercy and His patience has brought you to this very day, in this very hour, in this 
very moment to put His finger on that sin in your life. I exhort you and I plead with you to listen to 
the Spirit of God working in your heart and life today.  

 
Secondly, we learn from David's song to throw yourself on the character of God. You may 

say, “Pastor, I don't know what to do. I don't know where to start. I don't know what to say. I don't 
have a song to sing. I don't have a point to write.” Here's where you start - you listen to the Spirit of 
God working in your heart today, and then secondly throw yourself on the character of God. King 
David does that. He says,  

 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
 



David is saying, “I have sinned against God” and he's expressing that the only place he can 
go to  the character of God. Yes He's just, and yes the wages of sin is death. Let me remind you what 
Paul wrote in the second part of that verse - “but the gift of God is eternal life.” King David throws 
himself on the character of God. He throws himself on the mercy of God, on the steadfast love of 
God, on the abundant mercy and compassion of God. King David is saying that if there's any hope in 
his life, it will be because God is merciful. I say to you that no matter how deep the sin is, no matter 
how far the sin has taken you, God's mercy will reach beyond. Hear me. God's mercy will reach to 
where you are and cover where you are, but you must throw yourself on His mercy. You must throw 
yourself on His character.  

 
Number three: you must own your sin. Own it. Don't dodge it. Don't rename it. It’s so easy 

for us to become desensitized and say, “I made a mistake. There’s been a misstep in my life.” Let’s 
call it what it is. King David owns and describes his sin in three ways. He says, “Blot out my 
transgressions, wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.” He said to 
Nathan, “I have sinned against God.” The word “transgression” there means that King David has 
stepped outside of the bounds. When he says “iniquity” there, he’s saying, “I am totally depraved. I'm 
depraved in my nature.” When he says, “Cleanse me from my sin” that word “sin” means “missed the 
mark.” King David is saying, “Here's what sin is. It's stepping out of bounds. It's missing the mark. It's 
a depraved nature.” King David is saying that this is where sin begins. It’s from birth. In verse five, he 
says, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me.” David is saying 
that when you go all the way back to the very beginning, where one cell comes together with 
another cell, in that moment when life, began “I was a sinner.” From the very very beginning.  

 
I am not a sinner because I sinned, I sin because I am a sinner. This is where we get the 

doctrine of Original Sin. It is King David showing to us that we don't learn to sin, we are born tainted 
with this bent toward sin. Then he shows us who sin offends. For us ever to come back to God, we 
must be honest with Who sin offends. He says in verse four, “Against you you only I have sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight.” We look at that, and if you’re like me, may say, “Well now, wait a 
minute. There’s Bathsheba. There’s Uriah. There's your whole nation that you have sinned against. 
You brought shame to the nation of Israel, to you, to Bathsheba’s family, to Uriah’s family.” Yet 
David was saying, “Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.” King David is 
saying that ultimately, what's so wrong with sin is this: it is an offense against the God who created 
me. For you and I to come back to God, for you and I to sing again, for you and I have to joy again in 
our salvation, we must own our sin. I warn you and warn myself against confession and comparison. 
This is a call for confession. It is not a call for comparison. It is easy for our flesh to say, “Yes, I did 
wrong, but at least I didn't do ______. Yes, I’m this way, but at least I'm not like ____. If you only 
knew what they ______.”  

 
We come with King David, and we say that we have sinned against God. Have you ever 

heard someone say in an interview, “I just want to say to everybody that I know I've done wrong. 
But I want to tell you today that this is not who I am, and you'll see that in the days ahead.” You’ll 
hear somebody say, “This is not my character. This is not my nature.” Here's what King David is 
saying, “I have sinned because that is who I am.” And he appeals to the character of God, because he 



has lived according to his own character. For you and I to come to God, we must come before Him 
listening to His spirit speak, throwing ourselves on the character of God, owning our sin without 
excuse.  

 
Fourth, we must let God do what only God can do. King David couldn't clean this up. He tried 

to clean it up by bringing Uriah home to get things taken care of, but he couldn't do it. He put him 
on the battle lines to try to cover it up, but he couldn't clean it up. I’m going to tell you, God is saying 
to  us this morning, “You can't clean up your sin. You can’t clean up your mess. You can’t go to 
church enough. You can’t give enough. You can't beat yourself up enough. You can't hold yourself in 
the cage of unforgiveness long enough to ever deal with your sin.” Only God can deal with that. King 
David says it over and over again. He says, “Blot out my sin. Wash me from my sin. Cleanse me from 
my sin. Purge me with hyssop. Create in me a clean heart. Renew a right spirit within me. Restore to 
me the joy of your salvation.” 

 
I want to call your attention to verse 7, where he says, “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 

clean.” You may think that it is an herb that you crush up and use like soap, but that’s not what it is. 
Hyssop is like a broom. It's a plant that grows with the structure and the texture of being wiry and 
bristly. They would grow it and break it off, and they would use the bristles like a brush or a broom. 
The hyssop plant would be dipped into blood and then used to sprinkle the blood onto the sacrifice. 
King David is saying, “Oh God, dip that hyssop into the blood and sprinkle it all my life. Purge me, 
cleanse me, wash me, make me whiter than snow.” Friends, the hyssop was like the the tool of 
application, and that's the equivalent of faith in the blood of Jesus. By faith, when you come to Jesus 
Christ and believe that He died to pay for your sins, the blood of Jesus is applied to your life and your 
debt is paid. Your life is washed clean. Today, come before the Lord and let God do only what He can 
do. 

 
 


