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Let’s open our Bibles to Revelation chapter 13. From time to time in traveling, I'll 

come across a church that has on its sign “Trinity Baptist Church.” Sometimes you come 

across a school, and some of you may have gone to a school like this that's called “Trinity 

Christian School.” I grew up about 25 miles from a community that was called “Trinity, 

Alabama.” One of the most important doctrines of the Christian faith is the doctrine of 

the Trinity. That word is associated with Orthodox Christianity. It's not a tier 2 or tier 3 

issue. It's not a maybe so, maybe not. It is a tier 1 essential belief in what we understand 

the word to teach about who God is. 

 

The Trinity is one God in three persons. We call it the Godhead. God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. They are equal in power and authority and 

differing in roles. One way we see that difference is in our prayer life. We pray to the 

Father through the Son in the Spirit. God the Father sent His Son to be Savior of the 

world, and the Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin and righteousness. God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are equal in power and authority and differing in 

roles. It's a common word, and it’s a common doctrine perhaps if you’ve been around 

church life very much. Are you aware also that the Bible teaches not just about the holy 

Trinity, but the Bible also teaches us about the unholy trinity? 

 

 We see in Revelation 13 the unholy Trinity. Warren Wiersbe calls the 

combination of these three the “evil trinity.” When we come to Revelation chapter 13 in 

our study through this book, we see Satan the devil. We see the devil, we see the 

Antichrist and we see the false prophet. Those are three characters that become 

prominent during the seven year period of the Great Tribulation. The context especially 

in Revelation chapter 13 is the last half of that seven year Tribulation- the last 3 ½ years 

of the Great Tribulation- you see on the scene with prominence the devil, the antichrist, 

and the false prophet. They are the unholy trinity.  

 

There is an enemy that works against believers. There is an enemy that fights 

against the plan of God of redeeming this world, of putting the world back the way it was 

created to be in the garden of Eden. There is an enemy, and this enemy shows up in the 

Great Tribulation as the unholy trinity. The goal of this enemy, the goal of this unholy 

trinity is to work through schemes and strategies to bring people on planet Earth to a 

place of worshiping the devil as the most high.  

 



Do you know what spiritual warfare is? Spiritual warfare is when you live your 

life as a wholehearted follower of Jesus Christ and you find that that it’s not easy. You 

find that there seems to be something fighting against that. Why is it so hard, as Paul 

writes in Romans, to do the things that we know we should do? Why is it that it is so 

difficult? Why do we look around and it seems like God is not winning? Because there's 

a war going on, and during the time of Great Tribulation, that war intensifies and 

becomes more obvious and it becomes prominent upon planet Earth. 

 

Revelation is the revealing of who Jesus Christ is. In chapter 1 verse one, you see 

the revelation of Jesus Christ. One of the goals of this study is week in and week out for 

people to love Jesus more, to fall in love with Jesus more. And as we see the cost of sin, 

we see the immeasurable riches of the grace of Jesus Christ. We hope that week after 

week after week that people love God more, want to know Him, want to give their life in 

surrender to Him, that people want to escape the wrath of God on sin and receive who 

Jesus Christ is- the Savior and Lamb of God who died to pay for our sin. 

 

 So every week, we hope to spend a lot of time seeing in Scripture in the book of 

Revelation who Jesus is. This morning is a little different, because the bulk of our time is 

spent seeing who the enemy is. We do this because that's what chapter 13 covers. I’m not 

trying to bring a lot of glory to the enemy, we’re trying to expose the enemy for who he 

is, how he works, and what he’s up to. Today, I want to go down this street of talking 

about the ways and means of the unholy trinity. How do they work? What are they 

doing? Specifically, Revelation 13 speaks about how they work and operate in the last 3 

½  years the Great Tribulation. We glean from this study the principles and practices of 

how Satan works, even up until the Great Tribulation. 

 

Look this way, and listen really close. Satan has no new game. The enemy has no 

new strategy. He has no new goal. His goal, his strategy, his scheme is the same that it's 

always been. It is his goal and his hope that he can rule and reign in the heart of your 

life. It is his goal that the earth would worship him, so he schemes and strategizes to try 

to take the place of God. We say this often around here that “we gather in this place to 

worship the Most High God, the King of all the earth who is worthy of all our praise.” 

Did you hear what I just said?  Why are we here this morning? Why did we get here this 

morning? We've gathered in this room this morning on this property for this purpose: 

we've gathered here to worship the Most High God, the King of all the earth who is 

worthy of all our praise. 

 

 Listen, do you know how angry that makes the devil? It is that very truth that he 

wars against and fights against and and raises his head against to try to stop that from 



happening on this earth. So today, I want you to see that knowing the ways and means 

of our enemy of the present and future will lead us to knowing the hope we have in the 

faithfulness of our heavenly Father. Let's look together in Revelation chapter 13. As we 

think about the ways and means of of this unholy trinity, there are five characteristics 

that I want to call your attention to in chapter 13. I want to go ahead and give those 

one-word characteristics to you in hopes that as we read through these verses, you can 

make some connections with these words.  

 

The ways and means of the unholy trinity: number one- imitation, number two- 

adoration, number three- defamation, number four- unification. The scheme and 

strategy in the last 3 ½ years of the Great Tribulation will prominently be imitation, 

adoration, defamation, unification, and then there's one last characteristic of the unholy 

Trinity, and it is limitation. You’ll want to stick around for that one- limitation. 

 

Let's look together beginning in verse one: “And I saw a beast rising out of the 

sea-” who is the beast rising out of the sea? It’s the antichrist. It’s the lawless one that 1st 

Thessalonians speaks of. “And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and 

seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And 

the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like 

a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority.” 

  

So we have two already of the unholy trinity- the beast rising out of the sea- the 

antichrist, and then the dragon, who is clearly identified as the devil in chapter 12. “And 

to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads 

seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 

marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given 

his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast, 

and who can fight against it?’” 

 

I don’t know if I'll get back to this, so let me just say it as I’m thinking about the 

word “imitation.” That's one of the ways that the unholy trinity operates; they try to 

imitate the work of God. And here you have the antichrist and the dragon (or the devil) 

and did you notice what the devil did? The devil gave to the antichrist- the one who 

stands against Christ- his authority. When you think about imitation, Jesus stood in 

Matthew 28 before the disciples and He said, “All authority in heaven and earth has 

been given to me.” Then He commissioned them. You see this over and over and over 

again that Satan is not a creator, he's an imitator. He seeks to rule on this earth by 

copying and by imitating what God is doing in hopes that people will worship him as the 

dragon instead of worshiping Almighty God. 



 

Verse four: “And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 

beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who can fight 

against it?’ And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, 

and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months.”  

 

 That's 3 ½ years. During the last 3 ½ years of the Great Tribulation, this 

antichrist that is described as the beast here was given authority on earth to rule and 

reign. Verse six: “It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his 

name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. Also it was allowed to make 

war on the saints and to conquer them.” 

 

Saints- a reference to those who trusted in Christ as Lord and Savior during the 

Tribulation. It says, “Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. 

And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all 

who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before 

the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.” So only those 

whose names were written in the Lamb's book of life did not worship the beast.  

 

Verse nine: “If anyone has an ear, let him hear: If anyone is to be taken captive, to 

captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be 

slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. Then I saw another beast 

rising out of the earth.” This is the false prophet.  

 

“Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb 

and it spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, 

and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound 

was healed.”  

 

As we are thinking again about this characteristic of imitation, think about the 

holy Trinity- God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God sends the Son, 

and the Son lives, dies, and rises from the grave. What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of sin and righteousness. The work of 

the Holy Spirit is to exalt Christ. The work of the Holy Spirit is to bring our attention to 

the Son, to bring our attention to Jesus Christ. Here you see the work of the false 

prophet imitating the work of the Holy Spirit. In verse 12 it says: “It exercises all the 

authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants 

worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It performs great signs, even 

making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, and by the signs that it 



is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, 

telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet 

lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of 

the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of 

the beast to be slain.”  

 

If you refuse to worship this idol or this image that was created and sat on this 

throne for worship, if you refused to bow down, you would be slain. It calls your 

attention to the prophecies of Daniel and how their laws were passed so that if people 

did not bow down and worship Nebuchadnezzar, they would be thrown into a pit to be 

killed. 

 

Verse 16: “Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free 

and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell 

unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. This 

calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, 

for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.” 
 

So in this chapter, we have perhaps three of the most popular, if you will (and I 

don't mean that in a positive way) pieces of information that are known by believers and 

unbelievers. When you read the news today, I have noticed in several newspaper articles 

from writers or online writers the use of certain words. Have you noticed it in the last 

few months? There is the more regular use of the word “Armageddon,” the more regular 

use of the word “apocalypse,” the more regular use of a description of “end time” type 

things that are going on. And many people have heard of the antichrist or the mark of 

the beast. Just this week, I saw a particular airline flight that was flight number 666, and 

they said they would never fly that flight again. But people see those numbers, and 

whether they know Christ or not, there's some kind of connotation there with that 

number.  

 

Here, the antichrist, the false prophet and the mark of the beast offer us a lot of 

opportunity to sit down to a cup of coffee and just walk down the road of fascination to 

see what all this means. You could say, “Who’s the antichrist? Is he alive today? Is she 

alive today? What's the mark of the beast? Is it a birthmark? Is it a chip that you implant 

under the skin?” It’s easy to go down those roads. But listen, I’m going to disappoint 

you. I'm not going to tell you today who the antichrist is, because the Bible doesn't tell 

us who the antichrist is. It doesn't give us the name of the false prophet, and it just 

leaves us wondering about the mark of the beast by saying it takes some kind of wisdom 

to be able to understand and calculate this number of the beast.  



A lot of people spend a lot of time thinking about this, and I’m still there. I’ve 

explored it in my mind, and I talk about it. I have my thoughts, and I have my opinions. 

We can talk about it in a different room than this, because I don’t want to say certain 

things and it just be opinion and you take it is being the facts. But that the history of this 

conversation about the antichrist is that all the way back to the Old Testament 

description of the Leviathan and Behemoth in Isaiah and Job, those were the antichrist 

and the false prophet. Some historians have identified in the Old Testament Pharaoh of 

Egypt as the antichrist, some have identified Nebuchadnezzar as the antichrist, some 

have identified Cyrus. Then it becomes a little closer in history. Many have taught that 

Nero was the Antichrist, but when he died, people thought, “Oh, it must not be Nero.” 

 

Many have said that it was Domitian or Constantine or Charlemagne. People have 

argued that it was Napoleon. People argued that it was Martin Luther during the time of 

Reformation. People argued that it was Mussolini. People would look and see the events 

that led to Stalin being declared as the antichrist, and definitely there would be some of 

you that are close enough that heard people believe that Hitler was the antichrist. I'm 

old enough to remember that people were talking about Mikell Gorbachev as the 

antichrist because of that birthmark that was so prominent already marked him on his 

head. People argued that Jimmy Carter- did you know that people argued that Jimmy 

Carter was the antichrist? People argued that because many in some circles believe that 

he was such a liberal Christian that he must be the antichrist. 

 

People argued that Henry Kissinger was the antichrist, and people have argued 

that Ronald Reagan was the antichrist. Do you know why they argued that Ronald 

Reagan was the antichrist? It was because of his name- Ronald Wilson Reagan. Six 

letters in his first name, six letters in his middle name, and six letters in his last name- 

that's 666. Ronald Reagan was the antichrist unquestionably! Must've been! Barack 

Obama was argued as the antichrist. Saddam Hussein, even Pat Robertson has been 

argued as the antichrist. One common character in history that many have written and 

said out loud that it was the antichrist -Luther, Calvin, Cotton Mather, John Knox 

Cranmer, John Wesley, Roger Williams, and I believe Charles Haddon Spurgeon all 

argue that the Pope of the Catholic Church would be the antichrist. 

 

Well, we understand with even the laughter in the room the fascination that we 

can have with all of these things. Danny Akin, the president of Southeastern Seminary, 

been helpful for me in the study of Revelation. He writes, “I believe Revelation 13 in the 

Bible's teaching on the antichrist is not intended to provoke our speculation as to who 

he is. Rather I think God's design is to instruct us now and in every generation 

concerning what antichrists do and how they work as they are empowered and deployed 



by the dragon.” That's really where I am this morning in saying that these characteristics 

of the antichrist- imitation, adoration, defamation, unification, and limitation- describe 

this unholy trinity of Revelation chapter 13.  

 

Now, imitation. Imitation is that there is this picture going on on the earth of 

Satan and his forces seeking to imitate what God is up to in bringing the kingdom of 

heaven to the kingdom of this earth. Satan attempts to rule and reign with a kingdom on 

this earth taking the place of God being able to rule and reign as the King of Kings and 

Lord of lords. He imitates it. We find this in the unfolding of political history and the 

unfolding of kingdoms that rise and fall throughout history. Now, I want to make some 

statements about what I understand the the antichrist to be and what I understand the 

false prophet to be, and you’re going to wonder, “How do you know that? Where do you 

get that information?” I don't have any kind of inside information, it’s not like for 2,000 

years everybody’s been writing and a guy named Carlos comes up with an answer! 

 

Daniel chapter 7 is key passage to note. These passages - Daniel chapter 7, 1st 

Thessalonians chapter 4, Matthew chapter 24, and Revelation chapter 17 are all key. 

When you read each of those passages of Scripture, you begin to put a very common 

vision together. The vision that Daniel had hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus 

Christ about the future is a vision that is described here in Revelation chapter 13 when 

it's describing the antichrist. It says in verse two: “And the beast that I saw was like a 

leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth.” 

 

In Daniel chapter 7, he says that he saw in his vision these four beasts. One was 

like a lion, one was like a bear, and one was like a leopard. Then he says that there was 

one like he had never seen before, and he gave no description of what it was like. He just 

couldn't describe it, because it was just unlike anything he had ever seen before. And 

now when you pick up in Revelation chapter 13, you have this occurring again. But with 

the fourth picture of this beast that he saw that he couldn't explain, you have him 

described here as the antichrist. I believe it is both a political figure and a political 

kingdom linked together. There will be this rise in our world in this last 3 ½ years of the 

Great Tribulation where a political kingdom will rise to authority. The world will be 

attracted to it, the world will be enamored by it, the world will worship this kingdom 

and the leader of that particular kingdom. This antichrist seems predominantly to be a 

political figure where the false prophet predominantly seems to be a religious figure.  

 

Rising on the scene of this world will be another kingdom that will come to rule 

and reign and will be led by the antichrist. You may say, “Pastor, please give me a little 

more than that.” Revelation 17- we need to look there. Revelation chapter 17, verse 



eight: “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless 

pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written 

in the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because 

it was and is not and is to come.” 

 

Don't get too far away from Revelation 13. Remember what we read in Revelation 

13? He has this vision of the beast, and in verse three he says “the whole earth marveled 

as they followed the beast and they worshiped the dragon.” Back in chapter 17, verse 

eight, this is what they marveled at- to see the beast because it was, is not, and was to 

come. “This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on 

which the woman is seated; they are also seven kings.” 

 

We would've never known to do this if God's word has not spoken this to us. We 

would've never known that you could've looked at this beast and said that the seven 

heads represent two separate things. The only reason we’re able to argue that 

dogmatically is because God's word reveals what this vision is, and he says: “The seven 

heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; they are also seven kings, five 

of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must 

remain only a little while. As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it 
belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction.” 

 

So it’s my understanding that what he's describing here are seven mountains, and 

we will talk more about that when we get to Revelation; I believe it has something to do 

with the city of Rome. But when he speaks about the seven kings, he’s talking about 

successive kings that have ruled different empires of the world. It’s interesting to me 

that as you trace back through history and you see the empires that have ruled in the 

history of the world, you have the Egyptian kingdom, you have the Assyrian kingdom, 

you have the Babylonian kingdom, you have the Medes’ and Persians’ kingdom, you 

have the Greek kingdom, you have the Roman kingdom, but since then we have not had 

a ruling kingdom of the world. I believe that is saying that what will happen in that 

seventh kingdom is a rise of the antichrist who has a kingdom that the world is 

enamored by, and the world worships that country and worships the leader of that 

country. 

 

All right, stay with me. Let’s keep digging. Verse 11: “As for the beast that was and 

is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. And the ten 

horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power.” 

 



So this is the future; it’s coming. When this beast rules and reigns and it is the 

seventh kingdom that rules the world with the antichrist, there are going to be these 10 

kings that are linked together. They will be united together. For a long time, people 

would read that and try to figure out which kingdoms this represented in our world, but 

we don't know. We just know that the description is 10 kings that don't have power yet 

who will come together. 

 

  “And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal 

power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 

These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast.” I 

want to give you this picture that we’re talking about a political system and the rise of 

the antichrist that has a desire to be worshiped, to rule, and to reign in the world.  

 

The false prophet in chapter 13- let’s look at his work. The false prophet has less 

power and less strength, but works to point people to the beast. He exercises the 

authority that’s been given to him by the dragon. Verse 14 says: “by the signs that it is 

allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling 

them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived.” 

 

Within all of this, just picture this rule and reign that's trying to take place here 

on earth. There's another way of imitation, and that is this the imitation of death and 

resurrection. When it comes down to it for you right now as a follower of Christ, what is 

the rock that you cling to when you don't understand the past, you don't understand the 

present, and you don’t understand the future? We come back to this one truth- here's 

what I know, I know that Jesus died on the cross and that He rose again. I mean, that’s 

our rock! I know that He died, and I know that He rose again. And we rally around that. 

That is what we cling to. That is what displays who Jesus Christ is. Do you see that in 

this imitation, that's also what the enemy tries to depict? He says in verse three: “One of 

its heads seemed to have a mortal wound.” The Greek word for“wound” there is the 

word “slaughter.” It’s the same word you would use to slaughter a lamb. It has a mortal 

wound, and he was slaughtered, but “its mortal wound was healed.” It’s a word that's 

tied to resurrection. It’s referred to again in verse 14 where it says, “telling them to make 

an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived.” 

 

This imitation that tries to take place here on earth is what enamors the world to 

this person. The people may say, “The kingdom was so strong, but it went away! The 

kingdom has risen again to life! This is what we must cling to!” And the desire is for 

worship. It says when this mortal wound was healed, there was this resurrection you 

could say of this political system and person. It says that the whole earth marveled as 



they followed the beast and they worshipped the dragon! Do know that’s been Satan’s 

strategy from the beginning? He wants to be on the throne. The reason he was thrown 

out of heaven is that he wanted the seat of the Most High. Isaiah and Ezekiel make 

reference to that, but we don’t have to go far to see that. 

 

When Jesus was baptized and then he went to the wilderness, Satan met him 

there. And after 40 days and 40 nights of fasting, Satan comes to tempt him. The second 

temptation in Matthew 4:8 says: “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, ‘All these 

I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’” The goal from the beginning of the 

enemy has been to take the place of Jesus Christ. It has been to to have Jesus worship 

him instead of the world worshiping Christ.  

 

Defamation- this political system, this political structure of the antichrist and the 

false prophet- a part of their mode of operation will be to try to take fame away from 

God Almighty through cursing, through antagonism, through attack, through belittling, 

through words. “And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous 

words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its 

mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling.” 

There is an attempt by the evil strategies of Satan to turn the world away from God by 

belittling Him and not seeing Him as important, not seeing Him as essential and then 

moving to worshiping the beast.  

 

Unification- the strategy, scheme, character, ways and means of this antichrist, 

false prophet and devil- the unholy trinity- have a goal on earth of unification. Chapter 

13 plays it out by showing the move toward one government for the world, one religion 

for the world, and one economy for the world. Perhaps there was a day when we thought 

maybe one government could take place. I think in most of our lifetimes, we look around 

and think that there would never be a day where there could be one government. There 

could never be a day where there could be one religion. This summer, I heard 

discussions among those studying religions that there is an attempt among religions 

today to find the one common denominator among all religions so that they can unite 

around that one issue and leave all the other issues that divide aside. But they say, “Let's 

come together in peace in our world around whatever this one singular common 

denominator is for all of our faith.”  

 

One economy. Verse three speaks of one government. It’s a move toward the 

beast being worshipped by every tribe, nation, and people group. One religion is spoken 

of in verse 14: “and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it 



deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was 

wounded by the sword and yet lived.”  

 

Put a beast on the throne as an idol and all the world worships through one 

religion and then one economy. Verse 16:  “Also it causes all, both small and great, both 

rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so 

that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast.” Could 

that ever be possible? Could it ever be possible that in our world there would be one way 

to buy or sell? We know for the first time that there is.  

 

Trace with me, just think about with me the progression of how it used to be that 

people bartered for things. Then people would trade jewels and precious elements like 

gold or silver for things. And people would trade paper notes; we call them in our 

country “dollar bills.” And then we moved from that to electronic systems that we have 

go to plastic. We traveled to Italy and back last summer, and on that trip, the credit card, 

a piece of plastic that I use right here in Watkinsville, Georgia was a piece of plastic that 

I used in Rome, Italy. But then a few weeks ago we got a another plastic card in the mail, 

and what's on that plastic card? A chip. Don't you look at that card sometimes and 

wonder, “Okay, so I'm carrying a piece of plastic in my hand that has a little tiny chip 

that's being read. Why couldn't that little tiny chip just be implanted?” 

 

 You could put it in the right hand or put it in the forehead. I’m not saying that's 

what’s happening today, I’m just showing that when you look at Scripture with this 

vision from 2,000 years ago, that the reality of the possibility is that we’re living in a 

time period where what’s described here as being one government, one religion, and one 

economy and there are the means for that available in our world today. 

 

The last words is this- limitation. When we see what's described in 13, I don’t 

want to discourage you from being here, but chapters 14-16 just get harder and harder in 

the Tribulation. And the question is: How do we stand? What happens to believers? 

Listen to this statement: “If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone 

is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain.” 

 

So what do we do? We answer the call. We answer the call of Jesus Christ. And 

here's the call, it’s at the end of verse 10. “Here is a call for the endurance in faith of the 

saints.” What I want you to see is that the enemy is limited. He does not have all 

authority, and he does not have all power, and he is not in all control. I want you to 

notice in verse five the phrase “and it was allowed.” It might be helpful to underline that 

phrase in verse five of chapter 13: “and it was allowed to exercise authority.” Verse 



seven: “and it was allowed to make war on the saints.” In verse 15: “and it was allowed to 

give breath to the image of the beast.” Three times in this very difficult passage of the 

rise of the antichrist, the false prophet, and the devil, what we find out is that the unholy 

trinity is subject still to the Holy Trinity. 

 

 The antichrist and the false prophet and the devil are allowed the carry out these 

plans on earth. I like what Luther says about this. He says that “Even the devil is God's 

devil.” God in his wisdom- God in his infinite wisdom that I will never understand until 

perhaps I'm in heaven allows Satan a time on this earth of power and authority. He 

allows him an opportunity to see if he can be on the throne. You know, you see the limits 

of Satan even in the number of the beast. The mark of the beast is 666. Do you know 

how desperately Satan would've loved for that mark to have been 777? But he falls short 

of the glory of God. Here's the call for the endurance in faith of the saints. God is on the 

throne.  

 

Lord, help us in the trial and tribulation and things that call for great wisdom. 

Lord, would you give us, by Your faithfulness, the strength to be faithful to endure until 

we see You face-to-face. Thank you, Lord Jesus that You have shown us that even Satan 

is limited in what he can do. We exalt You, King Jesus, Lord of all lords, and King of all 

kings. Politically or religiously, You are the Most High. We pray in Your name, amen.  

 


