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There is a growing community of people that have come our way, have blessed us as a 
church and have been called by God and sent by us to reach the nations and our neighbors. That is a 
community that is enlarging. When you look over the last few years, the number of people that God 
has brought into this place who have served here, they've grown here ,they've been equipped here, 
they’ve raised family here, they met their husband or wife here, they made friends here, and we got 
to know them. And then God calls them out to do something vocationally that involves making 
disciples in some part of the world. It's a growing community.  

 
But this year especially has been very unique. It has been unique in the life of our church, and 

I would venture to say that it's been unique in the Kingdom. In the 12 months of 2018, we have seen 
God call out and we have sent out 19 adults. I'm not counting multiple children that go with those 
adults. Those individuals have gone to Asia and Amsterdam. They've gone to Bishop, Georgia and 
Boston, Massachusetts. They’ve gone to Athens, Georgia. They've gone to Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee. They’ve gone to Johnson City, Tennessee. They’ve gone to Nashville. And now the latest 
family - the Riggs- are going to Las Vegas. Listen to these names: Chris, Jess, Scott, Trisha, Nancy, 
Courtney, Caleb, Rebekah, Marty, Missy, Rachel, Sterling, Zach, Lauren, Nora, Dylan, Chip, and 
Allison. These individuals are part of our church family. They go and we celebrate their going. We 
celebrate what God is doing. I know at the same time that you're like me, and so many of these were 
a part of your relationships. They were in our circles of influence. They were in our circles of fun. And 
they were in our circles of serving the Lord. And even as new people have come to our church family, 
we still have holes because they've gone out into places to live for Christ and to share the Good 
News.  

 
So for a few minutes, I want to ask you to consider this. I want you to consider the blessings 

of God that have come your way because of others that have come your way. Think with me about 
the blessings of God that have come your way because others have come your way. Maybe 30 years 
ago, maybe 20 years ago, maybe 10 years ago, maybe 5 years ago or 3 months ago, someone came 
into your life with the Good News of Jesus Christ. They blessed you. They encouraged you. They 
equipped you. They helped you grow and mature. It may have been a pastor. It may have been a 
Sunday school teacher. It may have been a roommate or a best friend or brother or sister, a mom or 
a dad or a coworker. Maybe it was someone you were in a small group with or maybe a guy in your 
men's group or a woman in your Bible study. But when you look back, you can say, “Right there, my 
life was tremendously affected by the grace of God because of His goodness to me through that 
person.” We have that experience as a church.  

 
God calls those people out, and here we are at home. We're the home base. What's our role? 

When people like these 19 I mentioned earlier go, what's our role? What's our work? We become the 
senders. We become the supporters. We become the servants at home to respond in some way to 
those that are going out from us. What's our work? What's our role? I pastored 8 years in Cleveland, 



Tennessee at Macedonia First Baptist. I’ve pastored 18+ years here at Watkinsville. Carla, my wife is 
the only one that has witnessed all of that. I believe that if you ask her today, “What has your 
husband been consistent about over those 26+ years?” I believe that she would agree with me and 
she would be able to say that over those 26 years, “I can tell you that every spring around Easter, 
you're going to hear him celebrating a resurrected Savior that has come to give people new life. And 
I can tell you this, you'll know when it's December, because he’s going to stand in front of you and is 
going to talk to you about going and giving and praying so the nations may know Christ.”  

 
Guess what? It's December, and I'm standing before you. I'm standing before the supporters 

and the senders and the servants at home to make a call to you to respond to those that have gone 
out from among us to our nations and our neighbors. What are we doing? What we’re doing is 
fulfilling Matthew 28 with an Acts 1:8 map. We are fulfilling Matthew 28 to make disciples of all 
nations based on a map given in Acts 1:8 that says we will be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and the ends of the earth. How? We will be His witnesses. We will send witnesses and will 
support witnesses.  

 
We have taken what in the history of the Southern Baptists have been our Lottie Moon 

Christmas offering and our Annie Armstrong Easter offering - one for international missions and one 
for North American missions - and we have rolled that into what we call our Acts 1:8 missions 
offering. We talk a lot about it in December. We give toward it in December, January, and February. 
One half of that offering totally and completely goes to the International Mission Board to support 
the 4,500 and growing number of missionaries that are on the field for their career. It's a beautiful 
picture. It keeps them from carrying the burden of raising their own support. It takes 47,000 
churches coming together and putting funds in a common purse so that they can stay in their place 
and stay on the field and keep doing the work while those here at home base provide for them to 
go. One half of that goes to those missionaries.  

 
One fourth of this Acts 1:8 offering goes to the North American Mission Board to provide for 

the 5,500 or so missionaries that are serving in North America and Canada. There are places all over 
America where you can drive around and find pockets of 250,000 people that do not have an 
evangelical church. When we give to the Acts 1:8 offering and we put fourth of that offering in the 
hands of those that are going to those places and sharing the gospel, they are hoping to see a 
church birthed and people grow up around them until they can reach a point where they are self 
sustaining and self-supporting.  

 
Last, a fourth of this offering goes to those like you that are saying, “I'll go short-term in 

2019.” And we will use those monies to reduce the cost of you going to serve with those that we 
have relationships around the world. That's what we do. Why? What's our motive? What's our goal? 
How does this work? Why do we do this? Let me show you from a book in God's word what we 
must do in response to those who have gone. Here's the Bible drill for today. Find in your Bibles the 
book of Philemon. It doesn't have chapters. It is just about 25 verses. If you find Hebrews and take a 
sharp left, you’ll probably wind up in Thessalonians or Titus. Just keep looking. There is one page in 
there called Philemon.  



 
Philemon is a letter written by Paul. Paul was in prison. He was in chains because he had been 

telling people about Christ. He was in Rome. He had spent time in Colossae. He had gotten to know 
Philemon, Apphia, and Archippus. He had gotten to know the church at Colossae because he had 
shared the gospel there. People had been saved and they began a church. He writes this letter to a 
guy in the church in Colossae, and his name was Philemon. There's another character in the story 
that we’re introduced to here, and that's Onesimus. Paul writes to Philemon in Colossae about 
Onesimus. He was a runaway slave. It's an amazing story. Somehow Onesimus had escaped as a 
bondservant to Philemon there in Colossae. He made his way to Rome, and he has this providential 
encounter with Paul who himself had been in Colossae at one time, also knowing Philemon. As Paul 
so faithfully did no matter where he was, he shared the Gospel. Onesimus came to know Christ. This 
man who was a slave in earthly terms had become a free man in his soul. He came to know Jesus 
Christ, and he became helpful to Paul while he was there in prison. Somehow in that conversation 
and that relationship, Paul saw the need to send Onesimus back to Colossae and back to Philemon 
to let that relationship be resolved.  

 
Look in verse eight where Paul writes, “Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to 

command you to do what is required, yet for love's sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old 
man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 
became in my imprisonment.” That means he led him the Christ, so he is his son in the faith.  

 
(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.)  I am 

sending him back to you, sending my very heart. I would have been glad to keep him with 

me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 

but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be 

by compulsion but of your own accord. For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a 

while, that you might have him back forever, no longer as a bondservant but more than a 

bondservant, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the 

flesh and in the Lord. 

So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. If he has 

wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write this with 

my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. Yes, 

brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 

Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more 

than I say. At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your 

prayers I will be graciously given to you. 

 



 
Paul writes to Philemon to tell him what he needs. I want you to put yourself in the place of 

Philemon. You get the letter. Your life has been blessed by this guy who passed through here. Put 
yourself in the place of the church at Colossae. Our church has been blessed by those that have 
passed through here. Do you know what Paul's call to Philemon was? Paul's call to Philemon was to 
return the favor. Here is what we must do today. Number one: we must return the favor. As servants 
at home base, as supporters of those who have gone out, as senders of those that we've prayed 
over, we must return the favor.  

 
Notice this phrase that is so poignant and so powerful; it just makes you slow down. Paul 

says in verse 17 to Philemon, “if you consider me your partner.” In other words, “Philemon, if we’re in 
this together, if we’re brothers in Christ. As a follower of Christ there and as the one who came to 
you and shared the gospel with you, the one who sent me out to another place and the one who's 
looking forward to being back there again someday - if you consider me your partner, return the 
favor.” He is sending Onesimus back to Philemon.  

 
Look in verse 19: “I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it.” Then he slides this little 

phrase in here to be a reminder to Philemon about who he is in his life. He says, “I, Paul, write this 
with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self.” What was 
Paul saying? Paul was saying, “Philemon, you yourself were a slave once. Not a slave on this earth, 
but a slave in your sin. And I came to you and I brought you Good News of forgiveness and grace 
and mercy in Jesus Christ. I shared the Good News of Jesus with you, and you went from a dead man 
to a living man. You have new life in Christ because of the news that I brought to you. Philemon, as 
you consider Onesimus and this request for help, return the favor.”  

 
Our role as senders and supporters and servants is to look for ways that we can return the 

favor to those who have gone out from us. Think about those names like Jess and Chris, Zach and 
Lauren, Dylan, Courtney, Nancy, Caleb, Sterling and Micah, and Rachel. Think about those names and 
how they came through our lives and had such an impact on us as a church. We would not be the 
people or the church we are if not for those that God had brought our way. God used them in our 
life to shape us and mold us and encourage us and serve us. Now as they go out, we have an 
opportunity to help them. We have an opportunity to return the favor, because ultimately this is our 
story. We were slaves to sin. We were freed by the Gospel. Now we return what Christ has done in 
us and make it possible for others to go so others will know the news of Christ.  

 
The reality is that there is a missionary in every one of our lives. There's a missionary in your 

life. They may have never been prayed over in front of a church and sent out with some kind of 
pomp as they go on to the mission field. They may have never been with an agency. But somebody 
walked into your Sunday school class. Somebody walked into your Bible study. Somebody walked 
into your church. Somebody walked into your home. Somebody walked into your life with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. On mission, they shared that story and you came to know Him as Lord and 
Savior. This year, when I write a check for Acts 1:8 and note it as such, I think this year that I'll not 
write it thinking about the needs of the world or the lostness of the world. I think what God is doing 



in my heart this year when I write that check is that He is reminding me that my heart is so full and 
our church is so blessed because of those that are going out. I want to do something to return the 
favor as they go.  

 
Number two. We find in this passage not only that we must return the favor, but also we 

must refresh the missionary. One of the roles that we have as senders and supporters and those 
that are watching homebase is to find ways to be a refreshment to those that have gone. I've said it 
before, and it was so powerful when we heard it. When Stephanie left to move to Asia, she said her 
greatest fear was not persecution. Her greatest fear was not the obstacles there. Her greatest fear 
was that she would be forgotten. That here at home we would forget. You and I have this role. You 
and I have this place to not only return the favor, but we can refresh the missionary.  

 
Listen to Paul, who is writing from prison in Rome because of preaching the gospel. He says 

in verse 20: “Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord.” This makes you love the Word. 
It is just so genuine. Paul is in chains in prison, and he is saying, “Philemon, I need you. I need you. I 
need you to be of benefit right now.” Then he says, “Refresh my heart in Christ.” Do you realize that 
you have the power here from Watkinsville to refresh the hearts of those who have gone? This word 
“refresh” is a word that’s used that means “relax, rest, lift.” It’s like Paul is saying, “Philemon, I need 
you to relax me. I need you to bring some calm in my life. I need you to rest me. I need you to lift a 
burden for me. I need you to refresh my heart in Christ.”  

 
This word “benefit” where he says, “I want some benefit from you in the Lord-do you know 

what the Greek name “Onesimus” means? It means “helper, beneficial.” In verse 20, the first four 
letters of the Greek word that is translated “benefit” are the same first four letters of the Greek 
word for “Onesimus.” What that means is that the root word for “benefit” here is the same as the 
root for “Onesimus.” What Paul is saying is “I'm sending Onesimus back to you, I need some 
Onesimus in my life from you. I need some benefit. I need you to refresh me. I need some help.” 

 
So you and I, as we stand here together and as we worship together, how can we refresh? 

How can we refresh the missionary? There are two ways. We refresh the missionary by praying, and 
we refresh the missionary by providing. Maybe you already pray for those that are going out. Maybe 
there are other names that are on your fridge or in your notebook and in your mind that you're 
praying for. I'm looking for an army of people that would embrace that kind of praying.  

 
You are probably wondering how to pray for all of these people. There are three ways to 

pray. Pray for fruit as they share the gospel. Pray they will get the joy of seeing the seed bear fruit in 
the lives of people. Pray for faithfulness. There is so much temptation, so much isolation, so many 
barriers, so many obstacles, so many lies from Satan, so many schemes from the enemy. Pray for 
fruit and pray for faithfulness. Pray that they would daily be filled with the Holy Spirit. The work that 
is going on in these places is not work for the flesh. It is not work just for skill. It is work that requires 
supernatural work of God in their life. Pray.  

 



Secondly, provide. We must provide financially. It is an encouragement over and over and 
over again for missionaries that are scattered out to hear that churches in America during this time 
take time to sound the trumpet and to rattle the cage for believers to take what we have and make 
a way for them to go. This is a season where I ask you to put Jesus right at the top of your Christmas 
list. None of us are skipping Christmas. Let us not skip Christmas and forget those that have gone. 
We need to provide financially for them to stay and do their work. We provide not only financially, 
but we provide fellowship. Let’s not forget those who've gone. Through cards emails, text, 
FaceTime, visits, gifts, and opening your place to those who've come home. Fellowship - knowing 
that you care. Jonathan Mosely, our church planter in Boston told me this week, “Carlos, our people 
here in Boston have come to expect it this fall. Every Sunday I stand up and say, ‘Welcome to Kings 
Hill Church here in Mission Hill, and we also want to welcome those who are here this morning from 
Watkinsville, Georgia.’” It is teams - I think this morning that there are six young adults there in 
Kings Hill. He said that they are amazed. He said, “Carlos, these people in Boston cannot believe that 
there are people from this village down in Georgia that are coming up here and setting up chairs and 
running sound and hanging signs and taking down chairs and and greeting people and helping 
people and going back home when the weekend’s over.” Do you know what that is? It's us 
considering them as partners. It's us providing fellowship. That's how we refresh a missionary.  

 
And then here's the last thing. We must return the favor, we must refresh the missionary, 

and as a church, friends we must raise the bar. We must raise the bar. This comes right out of these 
verses. Listen to what Paul says in verse 21: “Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing 
that you will do even more than I say.” Paul says, “I have asked you to receive him back, and I believe 
you're going to do that. I believe that's being obedient in Christ. But Philemon, I think you're going 
to raise the bar. I think you going to do even more then ask.”  

 
Paul didn't ask him, but he loudly hinted, “Philemon, Onesimus’ soul has been set free. Why 

don't you consider setting him free?” Did you know the historians tell us that there's a strong chance 
that in the year 111, the bishop of Ephesus was known to be a bishop by the name of Onesimus? 
Wouldn’t that be awesome if Philemon raised the bar the point to where it led Onesimus to go on to 
be the pastor in Ephesus? 

 
Watkinsville First Baptist, raise the bar. Don't just do what's obedient. Don't just check the 

box. Don't be the average church. Don't fit into the trends and the statistics that are going on in our 
culture. Raise the bar! Don't be an average church. Don't be an average Christian. Don't write the 
average check. Don’t be the average encourager. Raise the bar! Do more than what's expected.  

 
A couple years ago, I was in line at the drive-through at Chick-fil-A Atlanta Highway, our own 

Alex Clark’s store. I’m about three cars back from the window, and all of a sudden, the worker in the 
window is hanging out of the window hollering. And then in almost the same moment, this young 
guy, fully garbed in his Chick-fil-A uniform takes off running out of the front of the Chick-fil-A store. 
A car’s pulling away and pulls under the little sidestreet right out onto Atlanta Highway. And right 
behind him, the young guy is running in his heart out as fast as he can with a little tiny Chick-fil-A 
sack. He runs onto Atlanta Highway, knocks on the window of the car stopped at the red light, the 



window rolls down, he sticks the sack inside the window and turns around and just drags himself 
back to the Chick-fil-A store. While he's running toward that car, three people are hanging out of the 
drive-through window screaming, “GO! GO! GO! GO! YOU GOT THIS! YOU GOT HIM! GO!”  

 
I get to the window, and when I pull up to the window, he's back in the store. They’re all high 

fiving and cheering! I say, “What is going on?” This girl looks around and she says, “We forgot to put 
the fries in!” I was just looking and thinking, “That’s raising the bar.” I'm your pastor, standing in the 
drive-through hollering at you - “GO! GO! GO! YOU GOT THIS!” Raise the bar. Don't be average. Do 
more. Refresh the missionary. Return the favor. Raise the bar.  

 
Father, help us be a church that does more than what's expected. I pray as senders and 

supporters and workers here at home that those You’re calling out from among us would be 
refreshed, provided for, and encouraged. And if You see fit, call some more of us. In the name of 
Jesus, amen. 
 


