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Let’s open our Bibles to the book of Philippians. We’re going to be in chapter 2. There 
has been some crazy activity going on in my mailbox over the last couple of months. You're 
probably like me in that you get pieces of junk mail or what we would consider junk mail. If 
you sent it, you probably don't consider it junk mail, but we receive it sometimes as junk 
mail. I often get cards and brochures that talk about sales and things that businesses have 
that you can purchase. We get one of those cards from Sam's Club and I’ve received two of 
those in the last two months addressed to Carlos Sibley at 1021 River Place, Watkinsville, 
Georgia. Both times that they came to my house, they were written in Spanish! It’s real 
funny, isn’t it? My name is Carlos, if you're new here, and I’m the pastor at Watkinsville. And 
I'm from Alabama in case you can't tell my background by this very distinct and eloquent 
accident.  Apparently with a name like “Carlos,” they I think at Sam's that I speak a certain 
language.  

 
There is an expectation that my name means something. The church at Philippi got 

some mail. The church of Philippi got a letter. The church at Philippi gets this letter from the 
apostle Paul, and it’s a letter with expectation. Paul thinks that their name means 
something. Paul thinks that their name means - metaphorically speaking-  that they speak a 
certain language. They live a certain life. There is a way that they conduct themselves in 
their world, in their families, and in their church as they gather and meet and serve that is 
tied to their name. At the very beginning of the letter, he addresses their name. He 
addresses the church at Philippi. He says, “to the saints in Christ Jesus.” And then he names 
the servants of that church - the overseers and the deacons.  

 
Paul is saying that as saints and servants of Jesus Christ, there is something for you 

to live up to according to that name. We're calling this group of messages, “This Is Living.” 
Paul in many ways is saying in this letter, “This is what it looks like to live. This is what it 
looks like to live for Christ. This is what it looks like for Christ to be your life. This is what it 
looks like for you to have a life of joy and confidence and have a reason to rejoice.” What 
Paul describes this life as in Philippians chapter 2 is, “the mind of Christ.” If you’re saints and 
you’re servants of Jesus Christ, then the expectation is that you're going to have the mind 
of Christ. You're going to think like Him. You're going to have the opinions that He has. 
You're going to live with the attitude that Christ Jesus lived with because you bear His 
name. You are saints, and you are servants of Christ Jesus. 

 



 So what is the mind of Christ? Just in short, the mind of Christ was the putting of 
others first so that others could have eternal life for the glory of God. There is no thick 
four-inch theology book definition there for you. Here’s the mind of Christ: it's putting 
others first so that others can have eternal life for the glory of God. Paul says, “I believe that 
you’ve got to live with this attitude and live with this mindset, live with this language that 
you are putting others first so that others can have eternal life. And it's all for God's glory.”  

 
Let’s look together at Philippians. I want to grab verse 27 from chapter 1 and then 

read the first 11 verses of chapter 2. Philippians chapter 1:27 says, “ Only let your manner of 
life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I 
may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side 
for the faith of the gospel.”  

 
Verse one of chapter 2: “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort 

from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,  complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,   but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” 

 
When Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, there was a problem. We get a lot of 

understanding about what was going on in the New Testament world by the subjects that 
the writers of the New Testament write about and what they speak into. Paul has identified 
the church at Philippi as the saints and the servants. He's expressed his gratitude for them. 
He’s celebrated their partnership with him in the gospel of Jesus Christ. He says, “You’re 
helping me proclaim the good news of Jesus to the world. Some do it with wrong motives 
and some with good, but nevertheless the truth of Jesus Christ is being proclaimed. I'm 
excited. I'm rejoicing in this.” Then he turns to address their way of living, their conduct, 
their attitude, their mind, their opinions, and their thoughts. He speaks of that in verse 27 
when he says, “Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel.” Let your conduct match 
who you are. 

 



When we speak about the gospel of Jesus Christ and he says, “Let your manner of 
life be worthy of the gospel of Christ,” what is the gospel of Christ? It’s a popular word in 
these days. We talk about the good news of Jesus, the gospel of Jesus Christ, being gospel 
centered or being gospel oriented and proclaiming the gospel. But what does that mean? 
We don't have to guess at it. In 1st Corinthians 15, Paul identified what the gospel is. He says 
that this is the gospel we are proclaiming - Jesus Christ died. But it doesn't stop there. Jesus 
Christ died, and He was buried. Did you know that that's not right? Paul says that the gospel 
is this: Jesus Christ died for our sins. A lot of people have died, but only one person died for 
our sins. That’s the gospel. Jesus Christ died for our sins, He was buried, and on the third 
day, He rose again and He appeared. And then he goes on to say that he appeared 
individuals, he appeared to groups, and he appeared to crowds. That’s the gospel. 

 
 So today when he says, “Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ,” 

he’s saying let it be worthy of Christ dying for your sins. Let it be worthy of Him being 
buried for you. Let it be worthy of Him rising again. Let it be worthy of Him appearing and 
giving evidence that He was alive. The problem that Paul was writing into at the church at 
Philippi was this - it was disunity. They were struggling to get along, and there was this 
developing story line of of disunity and division. He speaks to the subject here when he 
begins to talk about being of one mind, one spirit, of being in one accord and of striving 
together for the faith of the gospel. Later in the book of Philippians, he gets really personal 
- more personal than any of us would be comfortable with here in this room today. For all 
of eternity in God's word that will never go away, Paul calls two people by name and says, 
“Bring them together and let them get it worked out.”  

 
There was disunity in the church at Philippi, and it's bigger than just disunity in the 

church at Philippi, because it's also disunity in the kingdom. It was disunity in the whole city 
of Philippi. Why was that? In Philippi, it’s not like Watkinsville. In Philippi, there was one 
gathering. Paul knew that if in that gathering for Christ, if Satan got his hold in there, it 
would create division and disunity, then the witness for Jesus Christ would be silenced. 
People would stop talking about Jesus and start talking about self. Paul writes into this, and 
it was a big deal. He did not want disunity to get a foothold in the church. Paul knew that 
people are not going to be saved if there's not unity in the local body of believers, and his 
whole purpose and goal was to get this message out. Paul's call for unity in the body of 
Christ was in order that the priority of proclaiming Christ could go forward. 

 
This morning, as we work through these passages and take it verse by verse and 

chapter by chapter, we’re saying, “Let the spirit of God speak to us and remind us that 
there's got to be unity in our body as a church in order that the priority of proclaiming Christ 
can go forward.” The beautiful thing is that ultimately that leads to our greatest joy and 



God's greatest glory. So what does that look like? What does it look like to have this single 
goal of the message of Jesus Christ being proclaimed without hindrance? I would divide it up 
in three ways. First off, just real simple- it means less me. During this week, as I was 
studying with no audience, just me and God's word and the Spirit of the Lord, I was 
wrestling with this: “Carlos, if the church is going to be unified, if the Southern Baptist 
Convention is going to be unified, if all of those who claim Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
by grace through faith alone-  if there's going to be unity for the gospel of Christ, here's 
where it starts. It starts with you, and there needs to be less you.” 

 
Put your name in there. Less Carlos. Paul says in verse three: “Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility.” This “less me” call is a call for personal humility. 
Before we ever talk about the church group as a whole, it starts with individuals that are 
seated on these pews, and individuals that are seated in the chairs, individuals that will walk 
around on this property today where God says to us personally and individually- “Less you. 
Less me.” It’s a call for personal humility. Where do we get the motivation for that? He 
starts with thinking more about our salvation. One of the ways for us to think for our life 
story not to be so much about me is to think about who saved us. He calls their attention to 
their salvation story. He says, “Is there any encouragement in Christ? Is there any comfort 
from love? Is there any participation in the spirit? Is there any affection and sympathy? 
Complete my joy by doing this!” Paul was taking them back to the moment when they 
became Christians. He was taking them back to the moment when God began to work in 
their life. And he says, “When He started working in your life and right up until this day, let 
me ask you this- are any of you encouraged? Any of you comforted? Anybody celebrating 
participation in the spirit? Is there any affection? Is there any sympathy in your life? Then 
humble yourselves.” 

 
This week we were at our staff retreat for a couple days, and Bryant Wright, the 

pastor at Johnson Ferry Baptist Church, and his wife met a couple of days with our staff. In 
one of the sessions, when he talked to us, he talked about restoring your first love. He said, 
“Here's how you restore your first love - you remember your first love. You go back to it.” 
And he said, “Tell me what it was like for you when you first came to know Christ? What 
was new? What was different? What changed?” We went around the room, and one guy 
said, “I was just so hungry for the word. When I first came to know Christ all I wanted to do 
was read the Bible, read the Bible, read the Bible, and I read it all the way through in a 
matter of days.” One person talked about this happiness and a lightness. When he asked 
me, I said, “What changed for me was this. As a junior in college I wanted to be all of a 
sudden wherever the word was being talked about, wherever church people who really love 
Jesus were gathered, wherever people were singing, wherever they were, I just wanted to be 



where that group was meeting.”  Bryant used the word “fellowship.” He said, “You wanted 
the fellowship of other believers.” And that was it. I was so hungry for that.  

 
What about you? Take a little personal retreat, and go back there a year ago, 10 

years ago, 20 years ago when you first came to know Christ. Remember your first love. 
What changed? When Jesus saved you, was there encouragement? When Jesus got ahold of 
your heart, maybe you were at that point where you were depressed, you were discouraged, 
you didn’t know where to turn, you didn’t know where to go, you couldn’t make a decision, 
and Jesus came along. And He gave you new life, a new start, He brought you 
encouragement. Jesus came into your life and said, “You’re going to make it, because I'm 
going to carry you.” Maybe you're one of those who had the comfort of His love. You were 
at a point in your life where you thought, “Nobody knows me, nobody cares about me. I 
wouldn't be missed if I disappeared. If they knew me, they wouldn’t love me.” And then 
Jesus comes along, and He says, “I’ve got news for you. I love you. I love you.” And you were 
comforted by His love. 

 
What about the participation in the spirit? Maybe all of a sudden you just wanted to 

be where the church was or you thought, “I just want to be where the Bible’s being taught. I 
just want to be where they’re singing songs. Give me Sunday morning, Sunday night. Find 
somewhere on Tuesday night. Find somewhere on Friday night. I just want be there where 
the word is. I watch it on television. I listen on the radio. I order tapes in the mail. I download 
it on my phone. I just wanted that fellowship of the word and of the Spirit!” Paul is bringing 
all of that up, and he’s saying, “Here's the deal. Know that who you are is because the God 
of the universe has worked in your heart. Get over yourself! This is about what God’s done 
in saving you. You are who you are because of God's encouragement and Christ’s love.” 
Then he moves from thinking more about our salvation to thinking less about self. He says, 
“But in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition.” There is a call to unity, a call to being one in spirit, one in mind, and having the 
same attitude.”  

 
He says, “Don't do anything from selfish ambition.” What is that? The word “selfish 

ambition” was a word that started off being used for just a regular day laborer. A person had 
a job and then over time it transitioned to be a person who had a job and their whole goal 
was to make a profit. It just kept changing through the history of that word until it got to 
the day of Paul. When it was being used in Paul's day, it described a person who worked a 
job for profit by jockeying for position in order to gain promotion for self instead of serving. 
Paul comes and says, “Don't do anything out of this attitude of entitlement where it’s all 
about me.” Don’t do anything from selfish ambition. Do know what that is? That is radical 
for the everyday American, but it is normal Christianity. 



 
 Listen, it is normal Christianity. Paul says to live a life worthy of the gospel. Living a 

life worthy of the gospel is that we don't approach life with selfish ambition. Have you ever 
done that? Have you done that in life? Have you ever done that in church? Have you done 
that in your family? Have you ever approached your marriage with selfish ambition? Have 
you ever approached your church life this way? I have. There’s one big moment in my life 
that really just wrecked me. I was a first year seminary student, and I had prayed over that 
location where I was going to go. A pastor that had a lot of influence on me said, “Come to 
Memphis and go to seminary. Go to our church and go to seminary. We have internships. It 
will be awesome.” Because of prayer and that influence, I moved to Memphis. They chose 
the interns for that year, and I wasn't one of them. I remember finding out who the list of 
interns were at that church and thinking to myself, “Are you kidding me? I came to Memphis 
because I thought I was going to be an intern here.” 

 
I remember I would sit there in the service on Sunday and they’d say, “Open your 

Bibles to Philippians.” And I’d mutter internally, “Open your Bibles to Philippians…”  
 
And, “We’ve got a great church.” 

 
 “Yeah, if you had me as an intern!” 
 
 I just kept thinking, “How could you do that? That was my position!” It was wrecking 
me. And I don't remember all that went into it, but I do remember sitting in those blue pews 
in Memphis at that church on a Sunday just with this crushing sense of conviction. And God 
said, “Who do you think you are? Why are you so selfish? Have you ever thought about 
maybe the person who got the internship maybe had no money to live in a place, and the 
fact that they provide an apartment was the only way for them? What about the others?” 
Paul writes into this call for personal humility by saying that we are to think a lot more 
about our salvation and a lot less about self. 
 

Here's the second theme. It’s got to be less me and more others. Less me and more 
others. More others- this is a call for corporate unity. Less me is a call for personal humility. 
Personal humility makes it possible for corporate unity. Paul says, “But in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves.” That “count others more significant” means weigh 
it out, consider it, look at it and let the sum total be that others are more significant than 
you. In my college days, I remember a very popular book that was called The Search for 
Significance. Do any of you remember the book? It was a very important book. I don’t 
remember a lot of that and I haven't gone back and looked at it, but it was very popular. I 



think Paul might would offer volume 2 and call it The Search for Insignificance. Let's 
consider that others are more significant than us. 

 
I read a quote by D.A. Carson this week that says, “Most people go through life 

concerned that others will think too little of them. Paul was concerned that others would 
think too much of him.” That's what he's driving at here. He’s saying that you’ve got to 
count others as more significant than you. Count others as superior. What’s the model for 
that? What does that look like? He gives the ultimate example of what it means to put 
others first. He gives the ultimate example of what it means for life to be more about 
others. He gives this example of Christ. In verses five through verse 11, you have one of the 
most powerful beautiful pieces of writing that has ever been put to the page - not just in 
biblical literature, but all of literature throughout history. It’s this description of Christ in 
eternity past and then Christ coming to the earth and what Christ did and what it means for 
the future for Christ in all of eternity. He raises this ultimate example up to show that this is 
what he’s talking about when he’s addressing having the mind of Christ. 

 
Look in verse five: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,  being born in the likeness of 
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 
Where do we find the mind of Christ? Where do we get the example? Where do we 

get the motivation for the mind of Christ? Go back to verse five:“Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,  so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 
Back to verse five: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,  being born in the likeness of 
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 



point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 
Verse five: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 
(From the audience) Amen! 
 
Thank you! I heard it! I was going to read it until somebody said “Amen!” Maybe 

you've already said it in the Life Building, but I’ve got one right here in the sanctuary! This 
finite mind cannot take the depths of this passage and explain it and illustrate it and 
communicate it. The weight of this passage, the weight of these verses is meant for us to 
read it and hear it and absorb it and let the mind of Christ become our mind. His attitude, his 
thoughts, his opinion- think about this. Consider what He gave up- glory! Consider what he 
took on- flesh. Consider what he laid down- life. Paul writes with this ultimate illustration 
and says, “Here's how important it is. I'm going to take the greatest story that’s ever been 
told, the greatest life that’s ever been lived, the greatest price that has ever been paid, and I 
want to show you that what Jesus did is that He put others first so that others could know 
Him, even though it meant His life.” 

 
Now, is unity an important thing in the church? You bet it is. Is selfish ambition in a 

church a dangerous thing? You bet it is. Paul is showing us that there's got to be less me, 
and more others. Why? Here is the last piece- for Him. It's for Him. Less me is a call to 
personal humility. More others is a call to corporate unity. “For Him” is a call for gospel 
priority. Paul is saying that it's got to be less about ourselves and more about others. And 
the reason for that is so the gospel of Jesus Christ can be proclaimed so that people can 
hear the good news so that God can receive the glory. The single goal of the church, the 
reason you put yourself in the background and others first is for the message that Jesus 
died for our sins, was buried and rose again on the third day and appeared to individuals, 
groups, and crowds - that's what it's all about. It's for Him. So that at the name of Jesus 



every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father.  

 
Now, the application. Less me, more others, for Him. In our families. In our marriages. 

In our parenting. Less me, more others, for Him. I might could save you ten sessions and a 
whole lot of money of counseling if as a husband you would approach your wife with this 
attitude. Less me, more others, for Him. If a wife would approach her husband with less me, 
more others, for Him. Maybe somewhere down the road we could save our church a lot of 
money from hiring a mediator if we would just remember - less me, more others, for Him. I 
don't know what your politics are, but I know what our Christianity ought to be. Our 
Christianity ought to inform our politics. Even in our politics, Christianity says, “Less me, 
more others, for Him.” Just about every big issue I can think of - it may not be the whole 
answer, but it is the starting point. Abortion, immigration, social justice, racism - less me, 
more others, for Him. 

 
In our church, in our denomination, across our church names and across 

denominations, wherever Jesus Christ is believed to be our Savior by grace through faith 
alone. We need less me, more others, for Him. It's a call to personal humility that leads to 
corporate unity that allows gospel priority. Ray Ortlund said recently, “Of all the ‘one 
anothers’ in Scripture the one I can't find is ‘humble one another.’” That’s left to us in 
repentance and considering the interest of others above our own. My name is Carlos, but I 
don't speak Spanish. It's just a name. Are you a saint? Are you a servant of Christ? Make it 
more than just a name. Live a life worthy of the gospel Jesus Christ.  
 


