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Open your Bibles with me to Romans chapter 13, and then also find 1st Timothy 
chapter 2. I hope that you have close to you in your home or with you somewhere 
the prayer guide; I hope the pages are bent and the pages are marked from these 40 
days. If you're here for the very first time, this is day 33 of 40 days of prayer. And 
specifically what we are doing is taking these 40 days to see what God would say to 
us in our heart and life about how we can become stronger intercessors for others. 
We simply are hoping and believing and practicing and training and applying God's 
word, that we would see our prayers for others increase and that would be a strong, 
strong area of growth in our prayer life. We wrap that up this coming Sunday, and 
we’re looking in Scripture to see what it teaches us about praying for others.  
 
We’ve looked at praying for others that it begins by starting right in our prayers, and 
the place to start right in our prayers is an area of praise, a praise of honoring God. 
He taught us in the Lord's Prayer: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” 
And so our prayer life is to begin with the desire, with the expression that God would 
be exalted. In all of our asking, in all of His answering- that God's name would be 
lifted up, and that He would be exalted. From there, we talked about in God's word 
how the things that we suffer through and God comforts us in actually become fuel 
for us praying for others. The times that we go through of hurt and pain and 
difficulty are when the spirit of God brings comfort to our soul- it doesn't stop right 
there. We’re to be a river where that comfort flows from God to us into the lives of 
others. And the way that God would use us to comfort others would be to be faithful 
to pray for them, to take what we've walked through, and it becomes our burden to 
intercede for people who walk through those same things. It would be like what Paul 
talked about when he mentioned, “knowing the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings.” We 
enter into a fellowship with others as we intercede for them. We talked about 
praying for our family and our friends. Last week, we looked at praying for our 
enemies and how God instructs us in His word to be faithful to do that.  
 
And this morning, I want us to think about our prayers for those who are in charge, 
for those who are authorities in our life. When you pick up your prayer guide 
tomorrow, maybe early in the morning or sometime during the day and you turn in 
the guide to February 20, you'll find there that we are being led to pray tomorrow 
for: “our national and state political leaders: President Donald Trump, Vice President 
Mike Pence, U.S. Senators Johnny Isakson and David Perdue, U.S. Representative 
Jodi Hice, Governor Nathan Deal, Lt. Governor Casey Cagle, State Senator Bill 
Cowsert, and State Representative Chuck Williams.”  
 
What you will do tomorrow in prayer for our state and national leaders is the most 
important action you will ever take for our nation. It's the   most important thing . It's 



not something that we're to get around to. It's not something that's meant for us to 
do as a last resort. God's word instructs us as followers of Christ that the first and 
most important thing that we can do for those in authority in any circle of influence 
that we’re a part of is to pray for them, to intercede for them, to make supplication 
for them. Let’s look together in Romans chapter 13. I read these verses simply as a 
backdrop to what God's word says about authority, and we see that authority has 
been given to us by God as a gift to our nation, to our world, to our society. 
Authority is established by God. Verse one of Romans 13 says, “Let every person be 
subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of 
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to 
avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For because of this you also 
pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay 
to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.” 
 
Now look in 1 st Timothy chapter 2. Paul writes in 1st Timothy chapter 2 to pastor 
Timothy who is a pastor in the city of Ephesus. Paul writes to him and gives him 
instruction about how believers are to operate in their world and how the church is 
to operate in the culture that they’re living in. Let me just back up and pick up with 
verse 18 of chapter 1. It says: “This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in 
accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may 
wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some 
have made shipwreck of their faith, among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, 
whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.” 
 
Verse one, chapter 2: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires 
all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” I made a promise 
here a few years ago that I would never come to the stage to preach with a weapon 
or something that looks like a weapon. I said that because in a world that we’re living 
in, there are stories where people have situations where they have to respond to 
someone who has a weapon and there has to be an instantaneous decision made. 
And I simply just made that clear to you that you won't see me using a prop in front 
of you that is something like a gun. And if you do, then somebody needs to respond. 
But today, I want to tell you that I stand before you with a weapon. I stand before 
you with a charge to use a weapon. I stand before you with a charge that prayer is 
our weapon. It is a weapon that God has given to us to fight the good fight of faith. 



It is the weapon that God has given to us to wage the good warfare. Paul makes it 
known in these verses to Timothy that we are involved in warfare. We are involved 
in a spiritual warfare. When you get to the end of the book of Ephesians, you see 
him speaking specifically about the weapons of our warfare. In Corinthians, Paul 
writes that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but they are mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strongholds, taking every thought captive. In Ephesians 
6, he speaks of prayer being a part of our armor for spiritual warfare. 
 
When you and I live in this world, we find out in God's word that we are citizens of 
an eternal kingdom. When you trust Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you 
acknowledge that He is King of kings and Lord of lords. The book of Hebrews 
reminds us that we are not looking at a temporary city, but we're looking forward to 
an eternal city. We’re looking forward to an eternal kingdom. We see it taught in the 
Gospels as the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God. When Paul wrote to 
Timothy to the church at Ephesus, they were in a dilemma. How as citizens of an 
eternal kingdom, a heavenly kingdom where Jesus is King- how do we live according 
to that kingdom while we have been left here in the flesh as a part of earthly 
temporary kingdoms? How do we do that? How does that operate? How do they 
exist together?  
 
What we find out is according to Romans 13 that authority in this world has been 
established by God, and we have authority in every realm. You see in Scripture the 
authority of a family. You see in Scripture the authority of the church. You see in 
Scripture the authority of countries or nations or people groups. God has shown us 
that he is a God of order and not a God of confusion, and this order has been given 
to us with people in authority to teach us ultimately that God is the absolute 
authority. We learn obedience as we learn to respect and honor authority in this 
world. We learn to be even more obedient to God of the universe. But we’re living 
here, and we’re a part of it. We live in a nation that's a democracy; we vote for our 
officials. When Paul wrote here, there were not elections. People came into authority 
by other means.  
 
How do we live in it? According to 1 st Timothy chapter 2, we live in this world first 
with a priority of prayer. There are a lot of things when you read Romans 13 that you 
could say, “Well, what about this?” and “What about that?” and “What about that 
situation?” We can talk about those things, and they’re talked about and looked at. 
But today specifically, I want you to see that there is a priority of prayer when it 
comes to how we relate to authority. 
 
Paul says in verse one “First of all, then…” When he says “first of all,” he’s not talking 
about first as in time. He's not saying to us that when we meet together make sure 
that the very first thing you have on the order of service is prayer. He’s speaking of 
the order of importance. This word first of all  speaks of priority; it speaks of 
supremacy. And he’s saying the most important thing that you do, the thing I want 
to urge above all things is that you be a people of prayer. It’s important for us to 



note that, because it seems that so many other things get the priority in our life. Our 
opinions come quick. Our reactions come quick. Our typing can be fast. Hitting send 
can be almost automatic in the social media world.  Paul says, “In this world where 
authority has been established by God, here's where I want to urge your first priority 
to be. And that is- prayer.” I want you to pray. I urge you to pray. 
 
What kinds of prayer? What kind of prayers are to be offered? If we just walk 
through these verses, it says “First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions and thanksgivings be made for all people.” Those are four separate 
Greek words, and those four words are all words that are used in the New Testament 
to describe kinds of prayer. It's basically linking those together to say, “I want you to 
pray. I want you to grab a hold of all kinds of prayer, and I want you to offer those 
before the Lord.” This word supplication   relates directly to needs. Here’s a kind of 
prayer that you offer as a follower of Christ, as a member of Christ's body, the bride 
His church- pray for the needs of others. Pray for the needs of your authorities. Pray 
for the needs of all people. He’s saying, “I want you to offer supplications.” And then 
he uses the word prayer . This a general word for talking to the Lord. He said, “I want 
you to take all people. I want you to take the things of life, and I want you to talk to 
God about them.”  
 
Think about that. Think about the things in our life, the dilemmas of life, the 
decisions of life, authority in our life, people that we are around in our life- do we 
make prayer for them a priority? Do we take them to the Lord? Do we talk about 
those things to the Lord first? There was conviction in my heart this week about the 
number of times that I speak before praying. That I form opinions before praying. 
That I get stressed out over some kind of news before praying. Paul is saying to us, 
“Here's where you start. You start with praying for the needs of those around you. 
You start by talking to God about life.” And then he uses the word intercession.  

Intercession   has to do with intimacy; it has to do with closeness. For us to be 
intercessors for people, oftentimes we need information. We need to know what 
their needs are. We need to know what would be a win in their life for the Kingdom. 
To make intercession for someone means that we go to someone on behalf to bring 
about good for them. 
 
In recent hours, we had a medical dilemma in our family. One of the kids called 
–actually, they texted. They expressed a medical dilemma that they were in. The text 
grouped me and mom both together, and we were in two separate places. They 
described the dilemma that they were in, and it was serious. I found it interesting 
that our child went to their parents for a medical condition they were dealing with. 
And I’m thinking, “I'm a doctor, but it's not that kind of doctor” and “How do we 
work in this?” His mom assessed the situation and found out what the needs were, 
and she said, “I'll get back to you.” She contacted a doctor, and she went with the 
need to that doctor and explained to that doctor and went back to that child and 
said, “You need to get to this doctor where you are so that they can bring about in so 
many words good in your life.” Now I give you kind of loose on detail there personal 



story in our family. But what was happening there? Mom interceded for child. Mom 
with compassion and understanding went to someone who could do something 
about the need. Now when you and I are praying for others, when we are praying for 
authorities, when we are praying for people what we're doing is that we're going to 
God and we’re getting this person and need and we're bringing them together. We’re 
interceding for them. 
 
Another kind of prayer that he teaches us to use is a prayer of thanksgiving. That is 
that we recognize in our praying the source of what we have, the source of the 
authority, the source of the people in our life. We realize that what we have is not 
what we've done, but it is what God has provided. So these verses teach us that the 
very most important thing we can do is pray. We pray with intercession, supplication, 
with thanksgiving, but who are we praying for? Who is our focus? He says, “Let these 
kind of prayers be made for all people.” This is critical in writing to Timothy, because 
they would've been dealing with questions like, “Do you mean that we're to pray just 
for people that are in the church? Are we just to pray for people that have followed 
Christ?“ Paul clears that up and says, “You pray for all people.” The word all people 
there is just translated from a general description- whether lost or saved, whether 
church member or not church member- you as a follower of Christ are to be pray-ers. 
You are to be people who offer supplication, you are to be intercessors, and you are 
to be thanks-givers for all people. 
 
May I just remind us- aren't you glad that before you knew Christ that somebody 
pray for you? Amen? That there was somebody who was praying for your soul for 
you to be saved. In this room today, in the Life Building today, you may be thinking, 
“I'm not sure why I'm here.” It may be just this moment right now that you're here 
that the prayers of others may be answered in your life. Because I guarantee you if 
you're here today that somebody's been praying for you, somebody's been praying 
for your soul, somebody's been praying for you to know Christ. Somebody's been 
praying for you to know the hope of heaven and forgiveness and grace and mercy. 
And that pull and that tug and that draw on your heart and soul right now is a part of 
the prayers of others that have been calling out to God for you to know the grace 
and the mercy that others know here today. You could call out to Jesus for him to 
save you. It would be an answer to prayers that have been prayed.  
 
But he gets more specific in praying. He says, “These kind of prayers are to be made 
for all people.” And in verse two, he says, “also for kings and all who are in high 
positions.” He’s saying you are to pray for your authorities; you are to pray for those 
who are over you. We're all in positions under authority. We also are all in positions 
with influence. Just because you're not the authority, doesn’t mean that you don't 
have influence. In fact, he tells us here's what you can do, the first and most 
important thing you can do for those that are over you is you pray for them, 
intercede for them. He says to “pray for kings and all who are in high positions.” 
 
The role of the church, the role of the believer is first to pray for those in authority. 



It’s not the first and only thing that God may have you do, but it is the first thing that 
God would have you do. We are being good citizens when we vote, but we’re good 
Christians when we pray. We’re being obedient. We’re being obedient to God when 
we pray for those in authority over us. Paul writes to Timothy: there's an eternal 
kingdom- yes. You’re living in an earthly kingdom- yes. How do these two mesh? 
Those that are a part of an eternal kingdom are to intercede and make supplication 
in prayer and give thanks for those that are in authority in an earthly kingdom.  
 
Can you imagine today if an army of believers just in United States of America saw 
prayer as the priority as the most important thing that we could do for our nation, 
for our families, for our workplace, for our schools, for our communities? If we really 
believed that? We don't. Our actions show what we believe. Our actions 
communicate to us what we really believe about the power of prayer. What would 
happen today if the 340,000 plus churches in America really saw prayer as the most 
important thing? We give ourselves away when we can plan things that are 
announced as a preaching service and crowds come, and we give ourselves away 
when we announce that Bible study is taking place and people come. We give 
ourselves away when we announced a prayer meeting and it’s just going to be prayer 
and the numbers dwindle to just a few. 
 
A few weeks ago, we kicked off Pray 40, and for weeks we announced that on 
Wednesday night we would kick off our corporate time of 40 days of prayer. We 
announced it to three services; we announced it basically to about 1800 people. And 
that night on Wednesday night we gathered 150 strong for corporate prayer. I'm 
afraid that what we have done is that we have relegated prayer and talking to God 
as something that we do as a last resort. God would have us see today from God's 
writings that prayer would not have to be something as a last resort if we would 
make prayer something as a first resort. If we would find ourselves recognizing that 
our great need in our nation, regardless of who is elected is that for believers to be 
interceding in prayer. 
 
John Stott wrote some years ago, “I wonder whether the slow progress of justice and 
world evangelization is due more than anything else to the prayerlessness of the 
people of God.” I was convicted this week, and I confess it before you. The Spirit of 
God said to me, “Pastor, you lead this church. You talk about prayer. You're pretty in 
charge of what happens in a worship service. How many times have you actually 
prayed out loud in the last eight years for by name corporately President Barack 
Obama? How many times four years prior to that and four years prior to that in a 
time of corporate worship did you talk about a nation or talk about what's going on 
in our world and talk about sin in a world and never mention by name corporately 
President George Bush or President Bill Clinton?” 
 
The focus of our prayer according to Paul is that we’re to pray for those in authority 
over us. Do you know that when Paul gave that instruction to the church in Rome 
and Paul gave instruction to the church at Ephesus through Timothy that there was 



no known Christian ruler in all the world? There's not a person in the New Testament 
that lived under the rule of a Christian king or a Christian ruler. And yet the 
responsibility, the first importance, the priority for a believer in Christ is to make sure 
that you are praying for those in authority. Why? You see in these verses and when 
you read on- here’s the purpose and here’s the result for our praying for authority in 
our life. I would want you to broaden this to authority in your home, authority in 
your workplace, authority in your community and your nation. What are the results 
when you pray for those in higher positions? He says, “that we may lead a peaceful 
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” 
 
See the connection- “I urge supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgiving be 
made for all people, for kings, all who are in high positions that-“ here's the result. 
Here's the impact- “that we may lead.” Who’s Paul writing to? Timothy. Paul is 
writing to the pastor. Paul is writing to the church, that the church may be, that a 
believer may be, that our lives may be- that we may be able to lead a peaceful and 
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” Peaceful is a word that was used to 
describe the inside of a person, the soul of the person, that place where we talk 
about being anxious, that place where we talk about being stressed, that place 
where we talk about worrying from- here’s the answer! Here's the answer for worry 
and anxiety and stress- it's praying for those in authority.  
 
You see the headlines-I saw them this week- the headlines that would just say the 
world is stressed out over Trump. Individuals, people are stressed out over the next 
headline. If you find yourself anxious about what's going to happen in our world, do 
you know what the cure for that is? The cure is prayer. He says when we pray for our 
authorities, the result is an inside peace. A quiet life, that's an outside peace. That's 
what's going on around us. That means there's stability. That's the absence of chaos. 
He uses the word godly . This is a word that’s used a half a dozen times in the book of 
Timothy. It describes devotion and worship. He says when you pray for all people 
around you and you pray for rulers and authorities and those in high positions, 
you're going see this begin to happen- there’s going be peace on the inside, quiet on 
the outside, and an environment that allows for worship and devotion to God. 
 
Fourth: dignified .  That’s a word that’s translated holiness, reverence.  It literally 
means a moral earnestness. It means that as we pray for our leaders and we pray for 
people around us and we pray in our homes, that there becomes this environment 
where you're hungry and you're pursuing holiness. You're going after what is pure 
and godly and right and noble. So let me ask you, is it attractive to you to think 
about your home, your family life, being a place of peace and quiet and godliness and 
holiness? It happens through praying for one another. Is it desirous of you to live in a 
nation where there is peace and quiet and godliness and holiness? It comes through 
believers in the church making prayer a top priority. 
 
What should we pray? Romans 13 tells us the purpose of government. Here's what 
we pray- we pray according to the government's purpose. We pray according to 



whatever that authority's purpose is; God has instituted it. So we would pray for our 
national leaders and our state leaders and our local leaders to keep the peace, to 
protect its citizens, to preserve law and order, to punish evil, and to promote good. I 
think maybe that one of the things that happens too often is that we just forget the 
power of prayer. We just forget. We’re talked out of it. Sometimes the world around 
us has a greater respect for prayer than believers do. It’s almost like we take it for 
granted. 
 
Many years ago, in fact about 600 years after the birth of Christ, there was a king of 
a territory called Northumbria. Northumbria was in the northernmost part of 
England, and a Saxon pagan king by the name of Aethelfrith- now if you’re upset 
about your name, just remember that it’s not Aethelfrith, okay? Aethelfrith was a 
king, and he was a pagan. He wasn't a God-fearing king. And he was marching; he 
was leading his armies against the people of Wales. The Welsh at that time were a 
Christian people, and as he made his way with his armies toward this battle front 
against the Welsh people, he noticed that in front of the armies of the Welsh people 
were just a mass of men who were unarmed, and they were marching with them. 
And Aethelfrith asked the question; he sought information and he said, “Who are 
those unarmed men?” He was told that they were the Christian monks of Bangor 
who were marching and praying for the success of their army. And Aethelfrith, 
recognizing how serious this was, gave the very first command. He said, “Well, attack 
them first.” Attack them first.  
 
A pagan king recognized that the key to victory was to silence prayer. I'm telling you 
that our enemy today knows that the key to victory in our homes, in our state, and 
our nation and our world is to silence prayer, and I want to exhort you to pray for all 
people, including our kings and all those in authority. 
 
Father, help us today to be faithful warriors as we wage the warfare, the good 
warfare, the good fight of faith. We need you. Convict us; change us to be filled with 
prayer, intercessions, thanksgiving, and supplication for all those in authority over us. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


