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When we come to the Gospel of John, we need to see what Jesus did, we need to hear what 
Jesus said, and then it is time to decide what we believe. I think that the cumulative effect of walking 
through the Gospel of John over these past several weeks is that Jesus wanted us to know who He 
is. He wants you to know who He is. Jesus spoke words to tell us who He is over and over again. 
Jesus performed miracles and presented signs and wonders among the people and made application 
to everyday events to show who He is. Jesus wants you, Watkinsville, as a church to know who He is 
to this body of believers. We believe that Jesus is head of the church and that we're His body, and 
Jesus wants us to know who He is. Jesus wants you to know who He is personally.  

 
Most of you in this room today no doubt would say, “Yes, I know Jesus as my Lord and 

Savior.” That would be the majority of us. Jesus wants you to know in greater and greater ways who 
He is. If you've never trusted Jesus as Lord and Savior, He wants you to know today who He is. I 
would say to you that what we have in the words of Jesus and the works of Jesus is presented to us 
so that we can decide what we believe about Jesus and who He is in our heart and life. Think about it 
for just a moment. Who is Jesus to you? Not the person beside you. Not someone in another nation 
or someone in another city but today, right here on our property - who is Jesus to you today? Have 
you believed that He is your Savior? The cumulative effect of these last several weeks is that Jesus 
wants us to know who He is so we can believe who He is.  

 
John picked up the words of Jesus and the works of Jesus, and he tells us in the next to last 

chapter the book that the reason he put all of these signs and wonders and stories together was for 
the very purpose that we might believe. Isn’t that awesome that he would so clearly spell out the 
purpose of this writing so that every time we read a story, read a chapter, read a verse, we know 
that intentionally John was stacking story upon story, event upon event, moving us to one specific 
goal - believe that Jesus is the son of God? And that by believing, you may have eternal life. This 
eternal life matters for everyday life. I was looking at John this week. Every time you start to look at 
the Gospel of John, one of the things that people point out is that in this book there are at least 
seven great “I am” statements.  

 
“I am living water.”  
“I am the bread of life.”  
“I am the light of the world.”  
“I am the resurrection and life.”  
“I am the Good Shepherd.” 
“I am the Great Physician.”  
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”  
 



Has it occurred to you if Jesus keeps saying, “I am” that He maybe wants us to know who He 
is? He wants us to grasp that as Savior of the world, those who drink of Him will never thirst 
anymore. To eat of Him as the bread of life means we will never hunger anymore or be concerned or 
confronted with death. He wants us to know that He's the resurrection. When faced with sickness 
and disease, He wants us to know that He’s the Great Physician. When we’re trying to figure out 
which way to go in life, He wants us to know that He's the good Shepherd. When we’re walking in 
darkness and can't see the hand in front of our face, He wants us to know that He’s the light of the 
world. Jesus wants you to know who He is. Jesus Christ wants you to know who He is. And when we 
believe who He is, we get life. One day I'll write a book, and here's the title: It's All About Life. At 
least 750 times in God's word, the word “life” is used. The enemy came to kill, steal, and destroy. 
Jesus came that whoever believes in Him might have eternal life. This is the kind of life that is not 
just measured in time, it is a quality of life. It is a life that only Jesus can give.  

 
Today we come to John chapter 8, and I want to begin reading in verse 12. You may wonder 

why we are not going to read the first 11 verses. I’m not going to spend a lot of time there. I'll just say 
that the oldest and most reliable manuscripts do not contain this story that's in the first 11 verses. 
There's no reason to believe that it's not true. There's nothing that adds to who Jesus is or takes 
away from who Jesus is. It's the story of the woman that was caught in adultery. But this morning I 
want to pick up in verse 12. If that creates confusion for you, a good study Bible can answer a lot of 
questions there. I would be glad to talk about it with you as well.  

 
Beginning in verse 12, listen to Jesus's declaration:  
 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 
bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 
 
Their law was that there had to be two witnesses in order for something to be taken as 

truth. So when they hear Jesus say, “I am the light of life,” they say, “You bear witness about 
yourself. Your testimony is not true. You're the only one who is saying this, Jesus.”  

 
Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true-” 

 
Now listen, you’ve got to get the context of John 8 to be able to understand the tone of 

Jesus. Maybe your picture and view of Jesus is someone that constantly takes you by the hand and is 
coddling and petting you just telling you, “Sweet pea, it's going to be just fine. You just hang in 
there.” But the Jesus that is speaking in these verses comes across as a Jesus that knows He is about 
six months from His heart being stripped away and the crown of thorns being placed on His head 
and His hands and feet being nailed to the cross and Him bearing the iniquity of us all. And the way 
He speaks in John chapter 8 is becoming laser-focused. It is becoming very non-fluff. You feel it in 
the way He speaks that it's time for you to decide and it's time for you to believe. There's one point 
here where they look at Him and they say, “Well who are You?” And Jesus' response to them is, “Just 
what I've been telling you from the beginning!” I hope I'm not taking too much liberty here, but I 



imagine that Jesus is saying with passion, “It’s just what I’ve been telling you! How can you not see 
it? I just fed 5,000 and raised a guy who had been paralyzed for 38 years. I walked on water! I just 
changed the water into wine! What do you mean ‘Who are You?’” 

 
He says in verse 14:  
 

Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or 
where I am going. You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your 
Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. I am the one who bears witness 
about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 
 
Now don't miss what Jesus just did. He said, “You need two witnesses? Here they are: me 

and God. You need to know what the truth is? The Son and the Father are saying that this is Who I 
am.” The reason He can speak so bluntly and so plainly is certainly because that's Who He is, but He 
also has shown the credentials of who He is. That’s how He fed 5,000+ with loaves and fishes and 
how He walked on the water. That's how He caused the blind to see as we will see next week in 
chapter 9. 

 
Verse 19:   
 

They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know 
neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” These words he 
spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour 
had not yet come. So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you 
will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” So the Jews said, “Will he kill 
himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 

 
They are trying to make sense of it. They wonder if He’s going to take his own life. Is He 

going to commit suicide? Their view was that if a person committed suicide, that would be eternal 
separation from God. It’s not what the Bible teaches, but in their view if Jesus was going to kill 
Himself, that meant that He certainly wouldn't go where they believed they were going. It’s ironic 
that they believed they are the ones that are headed to heaven to be with God. Jesus points out to 
them, “You’ve got the wrong story. You’ve got the wrong father.”  

 
Verse 23:  He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this 

world; I am not of this world.” 
 

There were no questions in Jesus’ mind about who He is. He hadn’t just decided at age 30 
that He might try to be the Messiah. He hadn’t just thought, “I bet I could do this; I was born in 
Bethlehem!” Jesus is speaking here with absolute certainty and assurance knowing who He is, where 
He came from, and where He is going. He knew He would go to heaven by way of the cross.  



 
Verse 24:  “I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you 

will die in your sins.” 
 
I want to share with you three major truths that jump out from chapter 8. Here's the first 

one: when Jesus is telling us who He is, this is what He wants us to hear from chapter 8. He is the 
one who saves you from your sin. Don't miss that. Don't let the number of times that you've heard 
that over and over again hide how true and necessary that is. Jesus is not one of the ones that saves 
us from our sin. He is not a possible way for our sins to be forgiven. Jesus is the One who saves you 
from your sin. It is what you do with Jesus that determines eternity for you. It is not how sincere you 
are with God. It is not how good you are on a daily basis. What settles our eternity and determines 
where we will spend eternity, what decides whether or not we have eternal life is whether or not our 
sins are covered and whether or not our sins are paid for. Jesus says in verse 24, “I told you that you 
would die in your sins.” He does not say “a few of you” or “a handful of you.” Not most of you, but all 
of us have this sin issue. Paul said it in Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God.” King David said it in Psalm 51 when he was confessing his sin. He said, “From my mother's 
womb I came in iniquity.” 

 
Jesus boils it all down by saying, “You’re going to die in your sins if you don't believe in me.” 

Sin separates. That's death. That's a picture being separated from God. Sin separates. Sin kills. Sin 
robs. Sin is an offense to God. We sin, and we are born in sin. We commit sin. We are sinners. There 
is not a thing that we can do personally to make that right. Jesus strips it all down and gives us one 
phrase that is so critical for us to respond to. He says, “Unless you believe that I am he you will die in 
your sins.” Do you believe? If you don't, you will die in your sins. We know from Romans 6:23 that 
“the wages of sin is death.” So what do we do?  

 
I have an uncle whose name is Dan. He’s my dad's only brother, and he’s in his eighties. He 

still operates a retail business in Columbus, Mississippi. This business that he has operated for all the 
years that I've known him is called Sibley's Custom. Sibley's Custom is a high performance speed 
shop in Columbus, Mississippi. You can pull up at Uncle Dan’s shop and walk in there, and you can 
buy anything in the world you want to soup up your car. You can buy spinners, curb feelers, and 
spoilers. You can buy an onyx gear shift knob you can screw on to your gearshift. You can buy sound 
systems and pieces of chrome to go around your car and on the motor. It's phenomenal all the 
things you can do to dress up your car. We used to go every summer and spend a week with Uncle 
Dan. Out back in the shop, behind that place where he sells all of those bells and whistles for cars 
was a car I remember in that shop that basically was one color. It had a seat, a steering wheel, and a 
gearshift. When you opened up the hood - I don't remember if it was a Camaro or a Nova- but when 
you looked under the hood of that thing, it was basically three cables and a motor. That was it. 
When you open the hood of a car now, you look and you can't see the pavement underneath. There 
are so many trinkets and wires and cables and sensors and guards and safety measures. There is a 
bunch of stuff! But when you opened the hood of that car, there was just a motor sitting there 
mounted on a block with a pipe for the fuel and a pipe for the exhaust. That's it. That’s what they 



call “stripped down.” Do you know why it was like that? Because all it was meant to do was to race. 
There’s no need to get caught up or hung up or slowed down by anything else.  

 
I kept thinking about that when I came to verse 24 in John 8. When it gets right down to it, 

what is the message that we need to hear in our heart and mind and respond to today? It's this: 
unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins. That's it! So when it boils down to it today, 
you’ve really got to come to terms with that. Who do you say that He is? Have you believed in Him? 
He is the One who saves you from your sin!  

 
Number two: He is the One who sets you free from sin. It’s kind of progressive. Look at it in 

verse 31: “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” Listen, this is exciting! Let me 
tell you why: because I believe God has some of you here on purpose and is getting ready to set you 
free from some chains of sin that have been holding on to you for years. Maybe you know Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior and you’ve believed in Him. But as a disciple, as you’re learning and you’re 
faced with temptation and with battles and you’re faced with those areas that just keep coming up 
in your life that you keep giving into, do you know what Jesus says? Jesus says that if you'll abide in 
Me as a true disciple, you will know the truth and you'll be set free! You can be free! You don’t have 
to keep saying yes to that sin! You don’t have to keep getting beat up by that sin! You can say to 
Satan himself and the demons of hell, “I have been set free by the blood of Jesus Christ! You are not 
my daddy anymore! I have a Heavenly Father who has said me free!”  

 
Jesus says here, “You shall know the truth if you will abide in my word.” The Pharisees push 

back and say in verse 33: “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” There are two things going on there. They were 
either ignoring their past or missing the spiritual application. We know that their ancestors have 
been slaves in the past. Maybe they were just ignoring that and thinking, “Right now we’re walking 
around as free people, and we’ve got Abraham as our father. We’re Jews. We’re safe. We’re good. 
We’re headed to heaven.” But Jesus says, “You’ve missed the application here.”  

 
It says in verse 34: “Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices 

sin is a slave to sin.’” The word “practice” there has to do with habitual sin repeated sin over and 
over. It is when you are bound by sin. It's a sin that maybe you sense conviction over but you come 
back again and again and give into it. The most clear picture in your life would be the thought of, 
“I'm like a slave to that sin.” When they say here “we are the offspring of Abraham,” do you know 
what that sounds a lot like? Today it would be like me coming to you and saying, “Hey, have you 
ever been set free from sin? Have you ever trusted Jesus as your Lord and Savior?” And you say, “Oh 
yeah, my granddaddy was a Baptist preacher.”  

 
“Will you go to heaven when you die?”  
 
“Yes I will, my grandmother prayed for me all my life.”  
 



Jesus said, “You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” Their reply was, “Oh, 
we’re Abraham's kids.”  Abraham's righteousness wouldn’t be credited to their account. Your 
grandmother's righteousness won’t be credited to your account. The righteousness of your Baptist 
grandfather won't be credited to your account. The five Sibley kids have no hope if they are wanting 
to get to heaven on their daddy's account. The only hope we have is for the blood of Jesus Christ to 
be applied to our account, for the righteousness of Jesus to be given to us so that when we stand 
before the Father in heaven, He sees us through the Son Jesus Christ.  

 
The One who sets you free from sin is this Jesus. You can be free today. If you’re crying out 

for help today, the only thing I’ve got for you is what Jesus said. He says, “Abide in my word.” To 
abide means to dwell there and hang out there, to spend time there, to live there. You're going to 
keep on giving in to sin if you never spend time in the word.  

 
I battle with seasons of depression and discouragement. Someone asked me the other day, 

“Do you take anything for that?” I said, “Yeah, Psalms.” Don't stop taking your medicine. That's not 
what I'm saying. I am saying to you that if you are enslaved to sin, the first place for you to start is to 
get in the life-giving, life-changing word of God. Read the word. Live in the Word. Set up camp in the 
Word. Start your day in the Word. Walk through the day quoting the Word. End your night with the 
Word. Live in the Word. It is the Word that will set you free.  

 
Number three: He is the One that sends us to those who need to be saved and set free. Hear 

me. The end of the story is not us knowing. The rest of the story is us going. Jesus Christ says, “If you 
know me, I'm sending you.” Several times in this particular chapter of John 8, Jesus keeps bringing up 
that the reason He is here is because the Father sent Him. In verse 16, he says, “...but I and the Father 
who sent me.” In verse 42:  “ “Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love me, for I 
came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me.’” 

 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son! Jesus Christ comes from the Father to 

come be the Messiah, to come die on the cross to pay for our sins. Jesus is telling people who He is! 
Right before He goes to heaven in His ascension, He looks at the disciples and says, “All authority in 
heaven and earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit and teaching them to observe 
everything that I've commanded you.” Jesus, sent by the Father, comes to us and sends us to the 
world. We are meant to go!  

 
One of the things we’ve got to deal with is that if we are battling and struggling with an 

inability to tell others about Jesus, there's an indication there that you and I have some chains that 
are still holding us. The Father sent the Son. The Son sends the saved. The saved share the truth. We 
have living water. We have the bread of life. We have the light of the world. 
 

Imagine today that we park on the street in Albany, Georgia and drink ice water and eat 
bread. Imagine today sitting in Watkinsville eating, drinking, and enjoying the coolness of our home 
watching football games. Do you know if we were sitting in Albany, Georgia today, we would think 



that if we've got water and we've got bread and we've got electricity and they don't - for me not to 
try to help them, that would just be what? Pick a word - wrong, selfish, indifferent, stingy, greedy? 
For you and I to stay in Watkinsville, Georgia and have the bread of life and the living water and the 
light of the world and not share with the world who so desperately needs it.. Can I challenge you to 
do something today? Before the sun goes down today, what if you had a spiritual conversation with 
someone? What if you said to your waiter or your waitress, “Hey, can I pray with you today? We’re 
about to pray and give thanks for our food. Is there anything we could pray for you about?” If you 
see your neighbor or your coach or your teammate, or if God puts it on your heart today to call that 
friend or that family member that you know needs Jesus today. You may say, “You may think this is 
strange, but I had to call you today and tell you how Jesus changed my life. I want Him to change 
your life.”  

 
Jesus is the One that saves us from our sin and sets us free from our sin and sends us to the 

world that they may be free. Have you believed? I want you to rejoice if you have. I pray that 
somehow as we revisit all that Jesus has done for us and how great He is and how big He is and how 
powerful He is that we would be motivated to go out and tell others about who He is. That’s 
certainly what He wants us to do.  


