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What if we all had a postcard this morning and wrote on that postcard three big things in 
your life right now? What goes on that card? Maybe it would be like a prayer request. Maybe it's 
what’s on your mind and what you’re dealing with. Maybe it is what you’re looking forward to or 
what you’re dreading. Maybe it is what you’re aiming at. What goes on the card for you today?  

 
 Let's pause and let's write in our minds. What are the three big things? School, health, a 
relationship, a worry, a burden, a problem, a hope, a dream. I want to suggest to you that it's in 
those things in your life right now where you have an opportunity to see, to hear, and to believe 
Jesus like you never have before. Those big things in our life are not accidents. They are not 
unnoticed by the Lord. He is not an uncaring God. He is not a distant God. He is personal. He is so 
personal that He sent His Son to die for us on a cross so that we might live and have life. So we take 
those big things in our life this morning, and I want you to see in Scripture that it was those big 
things going on in the lives of some individuals where Jesus shows up. We’re able to see Him; we’re 
able to hear from Him, we’re able to believe Him. It happens in Scripture. It happens today.  
 

We’re in John chapter 5. We’re taking it about a chapter week through the Gospel of John.  I 
actually want to backup just a few verses into John chapter 4 beginning in verse 46. In the last part 
of John 4 and the first part of John 5, you have two miraculous scenes. John tells us in chapter 20 
that the reason he wrote this book is to present to us the signs and wonders of Christ so that we 
would see what Jesus did, see how Jesus operated, and believe that He is the Christ. We would 
believe that He's the Messiah. That we would believe He is the promised Savior of the world. And by 
seeing the signs and miracles and wonders and believing that He is who He is, we would then in turn 
have life - eternal life, abundant life, life like we were designed to know and live and experience. Not 
just here on this earth, but for eternity. The gift promised us when we believe Jesus is that we 
receive eternal life. It is not put on deposit so that we can have it after this earthly death. When we 
come to know Jesus - if you trust Christ as your Savior today, you receive eternal life. You are living 
toward eternity today when you believe and trust Jesus.  

 
We have the signs. There are at least seven of these in the Gospel of John that are presented 

as these miraculous displays by Jesus that He is beyond a normal guy. He is fully human, but He is 
also fully God. John shows us the deity of Christ as we see the humanity of Christ in these 
supernatural events. The first is a scene of an official’s son who's nearing death. He is sick.  Let’s look 
at verse 46: 

 
 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 

Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. When this man heard that Jesus had 
come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, 
for he was at the point of death. So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders 
you will not believe.” The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 



 
This man was in a desperate situation. His son in another town needed life. He wanted him 

to live, and Jesus already had a reputation of being a healer. So he goes and he finds a way for his 
son perhaps to be healed. He finds Jesus and says, “Come see my son and heal him before it’s too 
late.”  

Verse 50: 
 

 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus 
spoke to him and went on his way. As he was going down, his servants met him and told him 
that his son was recovering.  So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and 
they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” The father knew that 
was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all 
his household. This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to 
Galilee. 
 
The first sign was Jesus changing the water to wine at the wedding at Cana. Here is the 

second sign - him speaking in one town that a boy will live and in another town, that little boy 
recovers and gets well! This the second sign that He's the Messiah, He’s the Christ, He’s deity.  

 
When we go into chapter 5, we have another scene. This is the scene of a man who is at the 

pool of Bethesda. Here Jesus comes into this town and is at the Sheep Gate at a pool in Jerusalem. 
There is a man laying there, and Jesus addresses him asking the question, “Do you want to be 
healed?” This guy has been sick for 38 years and couldn’t walk. Then Jesus says to him, “Do you want 
to be healed?” Let’s look at verse one of chapter 5. 

 
After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is 

in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed 

colonnades.  In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was 

there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and 

knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be 

healed?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 

water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” 

 
To give you some background, at this pool, it was thought that angels would come from 

heaven and they would stir the water. If you could get in the water on that day when the water 
moved, you would be healed. And this man is saying, “I've been here for 38 years and and then 
people keep breaking line. I can't get to the water. Nobody will put me in.” So he’s been like this for 
38 years.  

 



“Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I 
am going another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Get up-” 
 
The phrase “get up” in the Greek is a word that means “resurrection.” Live. Get up. It's like 

the words that will be used when Jesus returns and all the dead in Christ rise.  
 

“Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” And at once the man was healed, and he took 
up his bed and walked. 
 
38 years, and his legs start moving at the voice of Jesus. 
 
“Now that day was the Sabbath.” Uh-oh. We’ve got a penalty right here on the 30 yard line 

at the pool of Bethesda. Jesus just broke the Sabbath.  
 

So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not 
lawful for you to take up your bed.” But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that 
man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the man who said to 
you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed did not know who it 
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward Jesus found him 
in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may 
happen to you.” The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed 
him. And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things 
on the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am 
working.” 
 
It’s like Jesus is saying, “You're worried about the Sabbath, but I made the Sabbath. The 

Father made the Sabbath. I'm working here. I'm working here! I have come and shown up! See the 
signs?” When we look at this, we see the son that was healed in another town from where Jesus 
was. And we look at these verses here that tell about a man for 38 years who had not been able to 
walk and he had been laying there at the pool. And Jesus comes and He speaks, and the man gets up 
and walks!  

 
There are three things that jump out here about Jesus’ power that I want you to see. The 

first is that disease is no obstacle to the power of Jesus. Jesus said, “Your son will live.” And the 
servants come and say that he is living! He's recovering and is getting well. And why was that 
happening? It was happening because at that moment, Jesus said, “He will live.” He was bigger, he 
was more authoritative, he was more powerful than sickness or disease. He spoke it and the boy was 
well. Disease is no obstacle to His power.  

 
Number two: distance is no obstacle to the power of Jesus. Don't miss that. This has been 

huge to me this week. The father comes to another town and finds Jesus and says, “I need You to 
come see my son. I believe that you can heal.” But from this guy's perspective, he was thinking Jesus 



was going to need to be beside the bed and touch him so that He could see what he needed and 
how he needed to be well. Jesus just says, “He will live.” Distance is no obstacle to His power.  

 
Number three: disability is no obstacle to His power. At the pool of Bethesda, he couldn't 

walk. It was not a disease. It's possible that it was even a result of sin. Not every disability and not 
every disease is a result of sin, but when Jesus said to him, “You are well, sin no more” it could have 
been that He was addressing something in this man's life.  

 
Now those things are huge, and those things get our attention. But so many times we stop 

here and we respond when we see that distance is not a factor, we see that disability is not a factor, 
we see that disease is not a factor, and all of a sudden when we believe that, we say, “Jesus give me 
the power. Give me the miracle.”  All of a sudden what begins to get our attention is the opportunity 
for Jesus to use His power in our life. We need Him to do something for us. We want more signs! We 
want more miracles! We want more healings! Our focus and our attention and our desire and our 
hope can all get wrapped up in the power of what Jesus can do for us. I want to suggest to you that 
there's more. I want to suggest to you that the object of these stories is not for us to fall in love with 
the power of Jesus. But the purpose of this story is for us  to fall in love with the person of Jesus and 
who He is in a fresh and lasting way. 
 

Yes, we celebrate what He can do. But all of this is meant to draw our attention to seeing 
Jesus, to savoring Jesus, to loving Jesus, to clinging to Jesus, the Son of God, the Savior of the world, 
the Messiah. Vic and Joel and I spent time together walking through this passage. Vic relayed a story 
from his life. He and Cynthia had taken a trip several years ago to Yellowstone. As they were getting 
ready to go to Yellowstone, someone told them, “As you're getting close to Yellowstone, you will 
see signs as you come near to the park. You’ll start seeing cars stopped and people stopped and 
everybody getting out taking pictures at the signs. But when you see all that, just keep going.  Don’t 
stop there; just keep going. Go past the signs.”  

 
Vic was relaying that this week, and both Joel and I were nodding, thinking, “That’s it!” Here 

in this passage of Scripture, it is easy for us to get to these two miracles and see the healings and 
camp out at the signs. We say, “Oh Lord Jesus, heal me! Do a miracle in my life! Change that 
situation!” We just want Jesus to do something for us. Don’t stop at the signs! Keep going past the 
signs! Go to Jesus and see Him! Don’t fall in love with the miracles, fall in love with the Master. Fall in 
love with the person of Jesus Christ. We just need to see and savor Jesus when we look at these 
verses.  

 
There are 15 characteristics about Jesus that we can see in these verses of chapter 5. We see 

Jesus as compassionate. We see Jesus as able. We Jesus as the teacher. We see Jesus as alert. There 
was crowd of people and one laying there who had been there for 30 years. He turns around and 
sees him and is alert to what's going on. We see Jesus as purposeful. He wasn't just randomly 
healing people. There was purpose in every move that He made and every miracle that He 
accomplished. Number six, we see His authority. Jesus spoke from a distance and the boy lived. Jesus 
spoke to the man and He got up and walked. Later in these verses, we see Him speaking to the 



Pharisees with authority. Number seven, we see Him as omniscient. He was all-knowing. He knew 
what was going on. Number eight, He was prepared. My Savior is a prepared Savior. He is a 
compassionate and able teacher who was alert and purposeful, Who speaks with authority, that's all 
knowing and prepared in every situation.  

 
Number nine: we see in these verses Him submitted to the Father. Number 10: we see Him 

bold. Number 11: He is confident. Think about the confidence in saying, “Your son will live.” Number 
12: we see Him affirming. Later, He affirms John the Baptist. Number 13: we see Him healing. Number 
14 we see Him as the judge. Later in these verses, He operates as the judge. Number 15: we see Him 
as life-giving. He's the giver of life. All of these will jump out at you, but I wanted to give you these 
words about Jesus this morning so that for a moment here we could see and savor Christ.  

 
I want you to see Jesus this morning. In these last two verses we read, you can see that the 

Pharisees are upset. They're like the guys in the black and white jersey on a football game. They are 
the umpires of the law, and they throw a flag. It is like there's been a Jewish law crime committed 
here. In verse 19-47, Jesus brings witnesses and shows why He broke the Sabbath. He wants them to 
understand that He did it because it is who He is. Jesus was saying, “Don't take my word for it. I can 
say that I'm the Son of God, but there was John's witness that says I am who I am.” Look in verse 32. 
He says: 

 
There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he 

bears about me is true. You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. Not that the 
testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. He 
was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But 
the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has 
given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the 
Father has sent me. 
 
John said, “The Messiah is coming.” And when He came, He said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” 

There is the witness of John. He also says that His works point to the fact that He is the Messiah. In 
verse 39, He shows us that God’s word points to it:  

 
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it 

is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. I 
do not receive glory from people. But I know that you do not have the love of God within 
you. I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his 
own name, you will receive him.  
 
He’s saying, “I am the fulfillment of Scripture. Search the Scriptures. They point to me.” And 

then He comes to Moses’ words. Verse 44:  
 

How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the 
glory that comes from the only God? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There 



is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, 
you would believe me; for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will 
you believe my words?” 
 
Jesus said, “I've given you my word that I'm the Messiah. John the Baptist gave his witness 

that I’m the Messiah. My miracles point to the fact that I’m the Messiah, God's words give evidence 
that I am the Messiah.” Remember, God Himself said, “Behold, my Son in whom I am well pleased.” 
Then in Moses writings - Jesus said, “I am the fulfillment of what Moses wrote.”  

 
Today, I am calling on you to see Jesus, to hear Jesus, and to believe Jesus. The greatest 

miracle in these verses was not an extension of life for a boy in another town. It was the gift of 
eternal life that the whole household experienced because of believing that Jesus is who He claims 
to be. Do you believe?  
 


