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I want invite you to open your Bibles to John chapter 4. We're in a series through the Gospel 
of John called “New Life,” because John wrote this book to prove to everyone that would read it that 
Jesus was the Christ and that by believing in Him, we would have life. We would have new life. We 
would have eternal life. We would have abundant life as the Gospel mentions in later verses. We 
have been through chapter 3, and today we pick up in chapter 4.  

 
As I come to chapter 4, I think about a conversation that I had a few years back. Carla and I 

were with other couples. They were pastors with their wives, and we were talking about our 
backgrounds and how we met. One of the couples began to talk about how they met, and I kind of 
expected that the pastor would talk about how he had pursued his wife. But she began to talk, and 
she said, “I was in college with him. I knew who he was, but he did not know who I was. I began to 
find out where he was and place myself in his path.” She talked about finding out what his class 
schedule was and how she would just ever so casually walk out from behind a tree as he was going 
to class. Or she would show up in the hall if he was coming down the hall. She was having trouble 
getting him to notice her and found out that he was going to be coaching an intramural softball 
team. So she knew it was time for her to take up softball, and she signed up to be a part of that 
softball team. The story kept going, and obviously eventually they were married with grown kids. 
But it was surprising to me the lengths that she had gone to in order to get in his path.  

 
Now, I quickly turn that to what I read in chapter 4. And it reminds me again of the incredible 

lengths that God goes to in order to reach somebody with the good news of Jesus Christ. The 
incredible lengths that God goes to to get in our path, to get in our life, to be a part of what we have 
to respond to in knowing Him. God pursues us and comes after us, and He presses ahead in looking 
and drawing us to Him. As you sit here today, there are stories all over this property of people that 
would be able to say, “Over time, this is how God worked, this is what God did, and this is where God 
moved me. This is how I came to know Christ as Lord and Savior.” It is one of most fun things of 
Christianity -  hearing across cultures, across classes of people, among different language groups - to 
hear how people come to know the same Savior in Jesus Christ.  

 
Here in this story, you see Jesus going to great lengths to get the Good News of Him being 

the Messiah and the Savior of the world to a Samaritan woman at a well. She thought that she was 
there at the well to get water for the day. She would leave that day with water for eternity. This is 
that incredible passage that talks about Jesus being the living water. When we look at this, let’s think 
about the moves that Jesus makes for people to know Him. I want to walk through the story of the 
Samaritan woman and notice first of all the strategic move by Jesus. It is in the first six verses.  

 
Verse one says: “Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 

making and baptizing more disciples than John-” 



 
Did you hear that? Jesus was making and baptizing disciples. Don’t you love a guy who 

practices what he preaches? Before He had ever given to the disciples the Great Commission to go 
and make disciples of all nations, Jesus in the early days of His ministry was doing that very thing. In 
the six verses, we find that Jesus is going to leave Jerusalem and leave Judea and go to Galilee 
through Samaria. 

 
It says:  
 

… Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus himself 
did not baptize, but only his disciples), he left Judea and departed again for Galilee.  And he 
had to pass through Samaria.  So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field 
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was 
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
 
The sixth hour was about noon. Jesus went from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria. Does that 

sound like anything you've heard before in Scripture? What does that sound like? It sounds like Acts 
1:8, doesn't it? Jesus, after He had died and risen,  just before He ascended, spoke to that little huddle 
of disciples again and said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 
Again, it is awesome to see that when the disciples would've heard that on that day, it would 

have been exactly what they had seen Jesus do. He took this good news of who He is from 
Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria, and it is time for it to go to the ends of the earth. It was already a 
part of the mission from day one for this gospel to spread to all people. There's a strategic move 
here by Jesus, and it happens in the midst of some growing tension. It is heard that Jesus was 
making more disciples than John. The Pharisees had heard this. You'll see when you track through 
the Gospels that there were these encounters with the Pharisees where it says they were looking for 
a way to kill Him, or they were looking for a way to arrest Him. As Jesus spent more and more time 
with people, and more people believed in Him and followed Him, the Pharisees grew with a greater 
jealousy,  antagonism, and jealousy toward Him. He would heal on the Sabbath, He would forgive 
people’s sins, and identify Himself as God. The Pharisees wanted to stop Him.  

 
It seems like Jesus was fully aware of His surroundings, and with this reference to this 

tension in the air of more people following Him, He's not ready for a fight, He's looking for people to 
believe. He sees that there's faith to be had and there's a message to get out. So he moves away 
from this area and is going to go to Galilee. But look at verse four: “he had to pass through Samaria.” 
Some of you may be familiar with the King James Version there, I think it uses the word “must.” It’s 
not like there were no other options geographically. This was laid upon Him. There was a sense of 
obligation. It was not geographical necessity, it was a divine obligation. For Jesus to complete His 
mission, He must go through Samaria. He had an appointment in Samaria. We learn here in verse 
five that the disciples go to the town of Sychar.  



Jesus stops at the well, and He has an encounter with this woman who comes to get water. I 
want you think for just a moment about the way the Lord directs our paths. I think of Proverbs 3:6 
that says, “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths.” Jesus moves away from 
Jerusalem and Judea. He is headed to Galilee and has to go through Samaria. From this, I want you 
to remember that a move away from one place with the right perspective and focus leads to 
awesome God stories in another place. When we look at our life and think, “Why am I moving here? 
Why do I feel like I have to go there? What is it that's going on that's changed my plans?” Can I 
suggest to you that God works in 10,000 different ways to get His Gospel and get His message to 
someone else to hear so that they can be saved? He moves for you in your life. There are ways that 
God works and operates to create opportunities for awesome God stories that would never happen 
if we hadn't been disrupted a little bit, if we hadn't been moved a little bit.  

 
So if you’ve wondered, “Why can I no longer get an appointment with that doctor?” Could it 

be that God wants you sitting in another waiting room to meet someone else to hear what your 
hope is? “Why would I have to take a new job?” “Why would I have this roommate? It is so difficult!” 
“Why is this class canceled? Why can I not get it for this semester?” God works in mighty ways 
directing our paths, and if we set our perspective and our focus and ask, “Lord, what do you want to 
do with this? You direct my path.” There is strategic work that God has going on in your life. Some of 
you have this story. When you look back in your past, you say, “You know what, if that pastor had 
never come to that will small town church I was at, I would've never come to know Christ.” Or you 
may say, “If that college roommate had never been my roommate in college I would've never known 
about Jesus Christ,” or “God brought that stranger into my life and introduced me to that person 
who wound up taking me to that Bible study so that I would hear about Jesus Christ.” The stories go 
on and on and on of His sovereign and providential work in our lives. When we can't make sense of 
it, we can trust that He knows exactly what He’s doing.  

 
The second move we see here by Jesus is a surprising move. There is a surprising move by 

Jesus. Verse seven: 
 

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.) 
 

The strategic move to go to Samaria was an appointment to see this woman at the well. He 
had to be there. He had to go. He asked her for a drink. The first surprising move by Jesus was a 
surprise to the woman. She points out to Him, “I am a woman! And You’re speaking to me!” It's no 
question that this story is meant to highlight by the writer of John the fact that Jesus was having 
this conversation with a woman. 13 times the word “woman” is used as reference in the 45 verses of 
the story. She even points it out herself. “How is it that you would you ask for a drink from me? Not 
just from me a Samaritan, but from me, a woman?” In their culture in that day, she would've never 
expected a man at the well to address her or ask her for anything. She approaches that well at noon, 
which is not the normal time for people to go and draw water. The normal time would have been 



early morning. She had to be thinking, “I’ll go when no one will be there.” She gets there and she 
spots a man by the well. She’s got her eyes down, and she’s looking away, going about her business. 
He would have startled her and surprised her - that he would have spoken to woman! And then the 
fact that she was Samaritan! There was enormous animosity and prejudice between the Jewish 
people and the Samaritan people. The Samaritans were viewed as a mixed race that were 
worshiping other gods and had different ideas about their religion and the future of their religion. 
There was this argument later in the verses that talked about where the Messiah would come and 
where the worship would happen. The Jewish people viewed the Samaritans as unclean. The reason 
that they would not go through Samaria was not just because they didn’t like the people, but they 
would render themselves ceremonially unclean to even walk through their town. It was a surprise, 
and it stands out because this woman was everything that Nicodemus was not.  

 
Last week, in the story of Nicodemus and chapter 3, he was a leader of the Jews and a 

Pharisee. He was very moral and well known. He comes to Jesus and he's addressing Him as a man. 
He recognizes Him as a rabbi. And here's a woman, not a man. Here's a Samaritan, not a Jew. Here is 
someone who is living a moral life, and someone who is not living a moral life. It's as if John's Gospel 
and Jesus Himself wanted us to see with these events linked back to back a Jewish, moral, religious, 
law-abiding leader of the people contrasted with an immoral Samaritan woman that many viewed 
as unclean needed this same Jesus Christ. They needed the same Gospel. It was a shock to her that 
Jesus was communicating to her. It was not just a surprise to her; it was a surprise to the disciples. 

 
Verse 27: “Just then his disciples came back.” Listen to this next phrase - “They marveled.” 

This is an English phrase that is trying to translate a Greek word that meant “astonished.” It caused 
them to take a step back, and it caught their attention. There is no doubt my life that what was 
happening right here is life-on-life discipleship by Jesus with His disciples. Do you know how Jesus 
discipled people? He spent time with them. He gave them an opportunity to watch how he lived and 
hear what he taught. The disciples came upon an encounter with Jesus and the Samaritan woman. 
All of a sudden, their world has exploded, and what they see is that the Messiah was not just the 
Messiah for them but was for the Messiah for the whole world. What a great reminder for us today - 
in our church, in our culture - that the news of Jesus Christ is for every class, every color, every 
nation, every person. We all have fallen short of the glory of God, and we all need the saving grace 
of Jesus Christ. There are not two different messages of hope.  

 
Third, we see a spiritual move by Jesus. He made a strategic move by going to Samaria. He 

made a surprising move by speaking to the Samaritan woman. Third, He mades a spiritual move by 
taking an everyday conversation and turning it into a spiritual conversation. This is “Witnessing 101.” 
Jesus is modeling how to have a spiritual conversation. Look in verse 10:  

 
 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 

‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where 
do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”  Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 



drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 
 
Jesus moves this conversation from being about physical water to being a spiritual water 

conversation. He goes from this woman having an everyday life conversation to this woman having 
an eternal life conversation. Do you realize that’s the work that Jesus wants to do in you today? It's 
easy for us to take a Sunday on the 16th of September and say, “I'm just doing everyday life. This is 
what people do every Sunday. This is what people do in the South on Sunday.”  Jesus wants to take 
your everyday life routine and turn it into an eternal life conversation. Just like Jesus had a strategic 
appointment at the well, in this day, perhaps for you He has a strategic appointment with you at this 
well here on this property. He wants you to taste today once and for all the living water. Have you 
drank from that well? With Nicodemus, He took physical birth and turned it into spiritual birth. And 
here with this Samaritan woman, He takes physical water and turns it into a spiritual water that is 
living water. Being born again and living water were interchangeable in Jesus’ mind as pictures of 
salvation and pictures of eternal life.  

 
If you know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior today, maybe this would stir in you some 

excitement, some joy, some celebration. You can be saved today and know Jesus but never really 
think about from the perspective as being like living water. You can be saved today and not know 
what it's like being born again. But as you walk with Christ and you learn more and more about what 
He's done in your life, you realize that His living water allows you to find your satisfaction in Him. 
This living water that Jesus speaks of is living because He’s talking about a person! He’s talking about 
life. He's talking about knowing Him. Something happens when we trust Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. It’s not just a signature on a certificate. It is a person that comes to live in us. Christianity is 
not five rules that we keep to be right with God. Christianity is about a person who lived and died 
and rose and ascended and is coming back again, Who paid for your sins forever so that you could 
be right with God.  

 
This living water is life, but it is also satisfying water. You will never thirst again. Your soul will 

find in Jesus Christ exactly what it was made for. The trouble in our life so many times is that we 
look for so many other things that fit us. It causes trouble and heartache and pain. But when you 
find Jesus, it an easy, right, perfect fit. You need Him. He is who you were made for. He satisfies so 
that you never thirst again.  

 
Third, this living water is replenishing water. Look in verse 14, where He says, “The water that 

I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” It is not a pond of 
water. This living water is not a cup of water. This living water is not a lake of water. This living water 
is a spring of water. It's a picture of new mercies every day. It’s like Psalm 87:7 says, “All my fountains 
are in you.”  If you’ve ever hiked through the mountains and walked along a stream for a mile or 
two, eventually you get to a point where right there on the side of the mountain with a couple of 
cracked rocks, water is bubbling out. It doesn't matter if it’s January or June, no  matter what time of 
the year, when you go to that same spot in the rock, the water is springing out of that rock. That is 



the picture that Jesus gives in this passage. Jesus living in you is like a spring so that when you wake 
up every morning, He's sitting there saying, “Let’s go! Let’s live! Find the joy of your salvation in Me! 
Find your satisfaction in Me! Let your cisterns be filled with Me! Let your life be filled with Me! This is 
a replenishing water; just drink of Me, and You will never thirst again.”  

 
Notice the subtle move by Jesus. There's a subtle move by Jesus here in verse 15 and 16. In a 

very clever, shrewd, wise way, He causes this woman at the well to dig deeper than she first wants 
to dig. She hears them talking about the spring and not thirsting, and what's her response? The 
woman said to him in verse 15, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come 
here to draw water.” 

 
In other words, if You’ve got something that'll take me out of the life that I'm having to live 

right now - this routine, this work, this chore - this is hard. I have to come here every day and draw 
water again and again and again and again. If You’ve got something to change my routine and solve 
my problems, give it to me. It's a felt need kind of response. It's a surface level kind of response. Like, 
if you’ll solve my problems, then I'll take it. Look at verses 15-16 again: 

 
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have 

to come here to draw water.” 

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 

 
 It’s almost like for the first time, this woman is really honest with her life. It is not written 

there, but in my reading and understanding of this passage, I think that she had a very forlorn 
response. She probably sighed while saying, “I have no husband.” 

 
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five 

husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true. 
 
She's saying, “Solve my problems,” and Jesus is saying, “Deal with your sin.” Jesus in a subtle 

way is saying, “I've got something for you that's better than what will keep you coming to this well. I 
want to comfort you. I want to convict you. I want to see you trust Me. I want to see you believe in 
Me.” You see, we say, “Make me happy, Jesus. Make life easier, Jesus. Fix my spouse. Solve my 
problems. Give me the lucky numbers on the scratch off card. Let me hit it big.” Jesus says, “Search 
your soul. Deal with your sin. Seek me first. Drink the living water. Believe in Me. Go deeper beyond 
the surface.”  

 
So I ask you today: Have you tasted the living water? 

 


