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Imagine the end of a movie that was based on a true story. We have become accustomed in 
those kinds of movies to not leaving our seat even after the final scene. Movies based on a true 
story seem to always have just a little bit extra to tell you that was never depicted on the screen. 
Oftentimes, there will be a black screen with small white lettering with extra sentences that give us 
the future story for each character that's been in the movie. We like knowing what happened next 
and what happened with their life after the last moment. For example, in that famous movie 
Remember the Titans, you get to the end and then eventually you want to know what happened to 
Coach Boone. You want to know what happened to Coach Yoast. You especially want to know what 
happened to Sunshine. You wonder what happened with their days. Did they win again? Where did 
the story go? 
 

If the life and death of Jesus was a movie, there would be multiple sentences. There would be 
multiple facts that tell us important events after His death. In fact, what happened with Jesus after 
His death is what makes His story the greatest life ever lived. It's what Jesus did after His death that 
has us still talking about Him today. 
 

It's what Jesus did after His death that calls us together on Easter Sunday. It's what Jesus did 
after His death that calls us together Sunday after Sunday to lift Him up and exalt His name. It's 
what Jesus did after His death that calls us to die to ourselves, and it's what happens after Jesus' 
death that gives us hope and peace for everyday living. It's what Jesus did after His death that gives 
us the hope of a new life. A new life, free from sin's debt free from sorrow's grip, free from shame's 
guilt and free from death's sting. It's what happens after the death of Jesus that gives us hope for 
what will happen after ours. 
 

I can't sneak up on you today with something you don't already know. You know the rest of 
the story. It would be very unfitting for me today to stand before you and say, "I know it's Easter, 
but I'd like to speak to you today on time management." That wouldn't work, would it? I'm not here 
to announce something new. I'm here to announce something true. Jesus Christ died. Jesus Christ 
was buried. Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day. Jesus Christ is alive. He has risen! 
 

Today I invite you to open your Bibles - if you have a copy- to read the account of a 
resurrected Savior. We will be in John 20. I want to read the entire chapter believing that this is 
God's word, believing that God's word is alive and active and sharp and will encourage us and 
convict us and shape us and mold us and change our lives. Listen to John 20 beginning in verse one: 
 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 

was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 



“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 

So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both of 

them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 

And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and 

the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in 

a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and 

he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into 

the tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 

them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” Having 

said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him 

to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 

have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him 

in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I 

have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 

to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came.  So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 



I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 

place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, 

“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

So if the movie is the life, death, and burial of Jesus, what would be those sentences that 
might come after that movie? What would be there on the screen that we might see that would 
continue the story that would give future development to the events that happened after the life of 
Jesus? Maybe the first sentence would be something like this: "Sunday, following the death and 
burial of Jesus on Friday, Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb and found the stone missing from the 
entrance." 
 

Mary came to the tomb to take care of a dead Jesus. She came with spices. The accounts of 
the Gospel tell us she came to complete the preparation of His body for burial. Mary was driven by 
compassion and care. She arrived as early as the parting Sabbath would allow her to arrive. It was 
still dark early in the morning on Sunday. Her biggest concern was how she was going to be able to 
get the stone away from the tomb so that she would be able to get to the body to continue to apply 
the spices for the buried Jesus. So on this Sunday morning, the first piece of evidence was not a 
body. The first piece of evidence was an open tomb. The first piece of evidence was a rolled away 
stone. 
 

I'm told that tombs in the garden setting like this often would be fitted into a trough with a 
slope to it. The stone would be at the upper part of the trough blocked by some object to keep it 
from rolling. When the body was placed in the tomb and things were finished there, then that object 
would be removed from the stone. Then by gravity's pull and the weight of that stone, it would roll 
down, sealing off the tomb. In Jesus's case, the soldiers were instructed to seal it in an unusual way 
in order to keep anyone from bothering the body. But on this day, on Sunday, after Jesus' death, 
Mary arrived to see the first miracle - the stone had been rolled away. 
 

The second sentence - maybe it would be something like this as the story continues to 
develop: "Having been alerted by Mary Magdalene, apostles Peter and John arrived at the tomb, 
entered it, and found linen cloth that had been wrapped around the body of Jesus, but He was not 



there." Mary had alerted Peter and John and the other disciples. The scripture tells us that she ran to 
them and told them. It's interesting to note the timing. That's the way she would have gotten news 
to them - it was to run and find them. Can you imagine if she was living in our day? Maybe it 
would've been like what happened to me. This morning at 5:38 I received my first text. Someone 
sent me a text and said, "He is risen. I'm praying for you." And then they just kept coming. I got 
another text here on my phone this morning. I had one that says, "Without the resurrection of Jesus, 
our faith is futile and what we preach is meaningless. Hallelujah. Jesus is risen." I got another text 
that said, "Praying for you today. Beautiful day in every way. Praying for lives to be saved today 
across our church and our country, He's risen." 
 

Can you imagine Mary at the tomb? The stone is rolled away and she's looking for the body 
and she's like, "Where's my phone? Where's my phone? Peter, can you hear me? Can you hear me 
now? Can you hear me? Can you hear me?" But in her day, how does she alert them? She runs to 
them. She goes in a practical, real way - "I've got to go tell them there's a disturbance at the grave!" 
Peter and John, they don't believe her. They don't understand what's going on. They take off 
running to the tomb. When you read these verses, John's the author, and I have to believe - I know 
the word God is inspired and it's on purpose - but there's something in me that makes me think John 
might have been picking and prodding at Peter just a little bit. He writes that they left and they ran 
and John points out that he beat him. It's like he's saying, "I was there first and then here comes 
Peter, breathing hard, and he runs right into the tomb. I'm trying to show respect and Peter just 
busts in. So he's in there and I've got to go in and check on him to see what's going on." 
 

So there they are in an almost empty tomb. I think being in a tomb with a body is scary to 
me. I don't know why, but I think being in a tomb that is almost empty might be scarier, I mean, 
what else is in there? But in this moment they don't find the body of Jesus. They find evidence of a 
missing body. As they look in the tomb, they find those linen cloths that had wrapped His body. 
Remember last week when we looked together in John 19 and we saw that Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus had come with 75 pounds of spice? They took His body, and the process was to wrap 
with cloth and apply spices in multiple layers. There was a separate cloth that covered His face that 
was about the size of a handkerchief, and it would have been wrapped around His head. 
 

When John and Peter look at the linen cloth, they find the cloths from His body. Folded 
separately neatly is the cloth that had been on His face. Mary is still thinking they've stolen His body. 
She's explaining a robbery, not a resurrection. She says, "They've taken his body!" But when Peter 
and John saw what had happened in that tomb with those linen cloths, this was not evidence of a 
robbery. This was not evidence of a rushed job. This was not evidence of somebody trying to steal 
somebody away. This was evidence of intentionality. This was evidence that a plan was being carried 
out, that something was unfolding before their eyes as something folded in the tomb. Jesus had left 
His grave clothes behind. 
 

Here's a third sentence that maybe would appear after this movie: "Under the impression 
that Jesus' body had been moved by the gardener, Mary was shocked when she heard her name, 
recognizing that she was face to face with the risen Lord." In the chaos of the day, gripped by grief 



and a heart with sorrow, she rushed to the tomb early that morning, trying to get the spices there 
that would finish the work on Jesus' body. She finds the stone rolled away. She finds nothing but the 
cloths of the body left there. She believes that maybe the gardener had taken the body and moved 
it to another spot. She didn't recognize Jesus. You may wonder, how could she not recognize? I 
would suggest to you that a lot of things happen in life that we maybe would think would be so 
obvious that we would recognize, but they get right past us. 
 

I was talking to one of our kids yesterday and I said, "Mamaw and Papaw will be here in 
about 15 minutes." They looked at me and said, "Mamaw and Papaw are coming? How long have you 
known this?" 
 
I said, "We've known for weeks." 
 
"Well, nobody tells me anything." 
 
And in my mind, I'm thinking, "We've talked about it and we've talked about it. Mamaw and Papaw 
are coming. They're going to be here." 
 
"What do you mean?" 
 
It seemed so obvious to me. 
 

Well, what happened? Jesus calls her name - "Mary." When I was a junior in college, Jesus 
called my name. An afternoon after class in my upstairs apartment, I knelt down beside my bed and 
gave my life to Jesus Christ. I've never been the same since. Today, maybe you might miss the 
obvious. In the sorrow of life, the chaos of your day, the hustle and bustle of trying to get clothes 
together, lunch prepared, and some events scheduled for the weeks ahead - that's the routine of life. 
It would be very easy today for you to miss Easter, for you to miss Jesus, for you to miss a risen 
Savior. In the quietness of this moment, perhaps you hear the Spirit of God whispering your name, 
saying, "Come to Me. I'm alive. I died to pay for your sins. I've overcome the grave. Believe Me. Trust 
Me. Give Me your life. Follow Me all the days of your life." Is He calling your name? Why not receive 
Him today? 
 

Maybe the next sentence would go something like this: "That same Sunday night, Jesus 
appeared to most of the disciples and showed them the marks on His hands and side, proving He 
was the Christ and that He was now risen and alive." The stone was rolled away. The tomb was 
empty. The grave cloths were there. Mary thinks He's the gardener, but when He calls her name, she 
sees Jesus. And now the disciples are locked away in fear of others and Jesus now makes His 
appearance to them. He's alive and His first words out of His mouth are, "Peace be with you." 
 

I think that's so awesome. I think it's telling for us that when Jesus comes to our heart and 
life, the first thing He wants to communicate to us is that He wants peace in our life and in our soul. 
He says, "Peace be with you." Do you know who Jesus was for the disciples at this moment? Jesus 



was the one who lived, died, was buried, and was missing. That's who Jesus was. He lived. He died. 
He was buried and He was missing. And now all of a sudden, Jesus stands before them and He says 
to them, "Peace be with you." And the next thing He says is, "Look at my hands. Look at my side. See 
where I was nailed? See where I was pierced?" 
 

Do you know what Jesus does? Jesus shows them His death marks. Now, the great majority 
of us in this room know immediately what birthmarks are. We have them. I've got one on my arm 
right here. It's about an inch long, about a quarter of an inch wide. I remember saying to my mom 
and dad, "What is this on my arm?" 
 
"It's your birthmark." 
 
"I don't like it." 
 
"Well, just live with it. It's your birthmark. Okay?" 
 

But Jesus was able to show them His death marks. Have you met anybody like that? I 
worked with a guy in a field one time that had his shirt off, and he had a big scar on his chest. I asked 
him what happened and he said, "I got shot." He lived to tell about it. He didn't die to tell about it. He 
lived to tell about it. Jesus Christ was showing them His death marks. Can I tell you something about 
those death marks? He did not deserve them! The Bible says about Jesus, "He who knew no sin 
became sin for us." The Bible also says that the wages of sin is death. Jesus had no sin. There was no 
wage of death that Jesus deserved. Then why did He die? Why did He have death marks? Because 
the Scripture says Jesus bore the iniquity of us all. He took your sin upon His back to pay the price 
for you! He bore death marks for you! That's why 1st Peter 2:24 says that by his wounds we have 
been healed. He took the death marks of sin for us so that you and I could have new life eternal. This 
Jesus that had been dead, buried, and missing right before their eyes had become dead, buried, and 
risen, and He had the marks to show for it. 
 

Another sentence might come to the screen at this time that would say something like this: 
"Having been absent in prior gatherings, the disciple named Thomas saw Jesus eight days later, but 
refused to believe until he saw the marks on his hands and side.” Sometimes we call him "Doubting 
Thomas." I think there have been many times in my life where you could put “Carlos” in place of the 
name Thomas. Maybe you could fit your name in place of the name Thomas. Many of us have said 
to the Lord, "Lord, I just need to see You do something. I just need to see who You are. I just need to 
see You. I just need to see it with my own eyes." Thomas was doing that eight days after Jesus had 
first appeared. He still hadn't seen Him and he says, "I've got to touch the holes in His hand. I've got 
to put my fingers in the scar of where He was pierced." 
 

Jesus shows up. Thomas never touches Him. He just sees Him, and when he sees His death 
marks Thomas' reaction is simply to say, "my lord and my God." Do you know what Jesus does? He 
responds to Thomas with truth for you and I today. He says, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 



 
That's you. That's me. You could be a junior in college, a sixth grader in Bible school, or a 

retiree after a long career at a job. We don't see Jesus face to face. We don't see His nail printed 
hands. We don't see His pierced side. But what we do have is the written testimony of those who did 
see. Jesus said, "This is how you believe. You hear the story, you hear the witnesses and you believe 
that I have risen from the dead." 
 

Here is another sentence that would go with that movie: "In one of the gatherings with His 
disciples, the resurrected Jesus commissioned them to go and be His witnesses of everything they 
had heard and seen." Do you know that all four Gospels contain a sending service? All four Gospels 
contain a commissioning. Matthew 28 says, "Go ye therefore into all nations." Here's the sending 
service that John recorded. He showed them His hands and He says, "Even so I am sending you." 
 

Here's the last sentence: "To this day, millions upon millions have heard the story of Jesus 
and believed, and in believing have received eternal life." Do you know what that means? That 
means that the disciples who were sent by Jesus to tell the world what they had seen were faithful. 
They were so faithful. That history tells us that every one of those disciples except for the apostle 
John died as martyrs. They were so affected by a resurrected Savior. And today, I wonder if your 
name might be written into this movie. Would you believe that Jesus Christ died for you today? 
Would you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead? Here's what happen when you do - new life begins. New Life begins.  


