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Open your Bibles to John 19. We've worked our way over the course of several months now 
through this Gospel, beginning back in the fall in chapter 1. Now we come to John 19, and it is a 
heavy chapter. The prayer this week and the prayer this morning has been that each of us would 
somehow feel the weight and the worth of this chapter. It is what I would call the "what happened" 
chapter more than the "why it happened chapter." What happened in chapter 19 will be expounded 
on and applied and taught to us from Acts through the end of the New Testament. We have the 
account, we have the facts of what happened to Jesus Christ the day He died. This is the cross 
chapter. If you were looking for one chapter in God's word that would give you the most succinct, 
clear details of the arrest and trial and burial of Christ, it is John 19. It is a chapter that if you read it 
over and over and over again, it'll keep you close to the cross. Today, I want us to look together and 
see what happened in the life and death of Jesus. Let’s start in verse one: 
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of 

thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, saying, 

“Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again and said to 

them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So 

Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 

“Behold the man!” When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify 

him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt 

in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die 

because he has made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was 

even more afraid. He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you 

from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do 

you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus 

answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you 

from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this 

man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” So 

when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at 

a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your 

King!” They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall 



I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he 

delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The 

Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him 

two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription and 

put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read 

this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written 

in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 

write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate 

answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into 

four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one 

piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it 

to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 

“They divided my garments among them, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother 

and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 

mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 

behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour 

the disciple took her to his own home. 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 

thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 

hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 

finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the 

cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs 

might be broken and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the 

legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to 



Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers 

pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who saw it has 

borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also 

may believe. For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his 

bones will be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they 

have pierced.” 

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for 

fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him 

permission. So he came and took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to 

Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in 

weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the 

burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and 

in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of the Jewish day of 

Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

I saw a murder once. I was 10 years old at my Papaw and Mamaw's house. It was a Sunday 
afternoon, and we had lunch there with other family members. My brother was there along with a 
half dozen other first cousins. It's a little southern town called Town Creek, Alabama. My 
grandparents lived close to the major intersection in Town Creek. Major intersection is a bit of an 
exaggeration in using the word "major." It was a little town with maybe six downtown stores with a 
sidewalk that ran in front of each of those stores. It was a typical town for the South. It had a post 
office, a gas station, hardware store, probably a clothing store, and definitely a drug store that sold 
ice cream. We had eaten lunch and there wasn't a lot to do at Mamaw and Papaw's house there in 
Town Creek. The kids were filling up the little house and we were bored. Finally, the parents had 
enough, so they sent us out to go for a walk. So all of us got together and we left and walked 
downtown. I think we were hoping against hope that for some random reason the drug store would 
be open and we could buy a little ice cream. There was no way that would have been the case on a 
Sunday in Alabama in a Southern town. 
 

We walked down the street and we were pulling on doors to see if doors were open and we 
were laughing, just meandering along. We got to the drug store and realized that it wasn't open. We 
were just hanging out there for a little bit, and then all of a sudden, piercing the air, gunshots rang 
out. It all happened in a flash. In a moment of hearing the gunshots and turning, we saw a white 
block building across the road and people were pouring out of the front of it. There were two men 
standing face to face, and I remember one of those men's arm's pointed at the other as we just ran. 
Usain Bolt could not have kept up with me that day. I was fast. We fled back to our grandparent's 
house through the yard, up the steps, and busted into the house. We were screaming, we were 
crying, and we were hollering. We were trying to make sense of it all and tell them what we had 



heard and what we had seen. Even as I describe that to you today, the in-color details are as vivid 
and real as if it happened yesterday. That's been 42 years ago. 
 

Today when we read John 19, the apostle John has witnessed a murder. He writes this book 
that we hold in our hands - the Gospel of John - about 50 years after the death of Jesus Christ. I 
share the story that I've shared with you to tell you that I have absolutely no problem believing that 
50 years later, John would be able to remember in-color details of what he had witnessed, not in the 
death of a stranger, but in the death of his friend and the death of one that he had come to call 
Savior, in the death of one whom he loved, and the death of one whom he had traveled with for 
three years. What we have here today in John 19 is that account of the murder of Jesus. The 
technical term that is given to us in scripture is "crucifixion." It describes a mode of death - Jesus's 
death on the cross. 
 

I want to share with you today in very simple detail what happened on that day. It'd be my 
hope that somehow in the recounting of this story, we would get in our mind this simple narrative of 
what happened on this Friday with Jesus that led to His death and His burial. What did happen? First 
of all, they arrested Him and secondly, they tried Him. The arrest of Jesus and the trial of Jesus began 
in chapter 18 as was covered last week. Jesus was betrayed by Judas in the garden, arrested by 
Roman soldiers, and He was hauled away. He was taken away like a common criminal and then He 
was put on trial. They arrested Him and they tried Him. There were actually three separate trials that 
took place beginning in the middle of the night on into the break of dawn and into the middle of the 
day on Friday. There was the trial of Jesus before Annas, and then there was the trial of Jesus before 
the high priest Caiaphas. Then by the time we get to John 19, we have the trial of Jesus taking place 
in front of the Roman governor, Pilate. 
 

In each one of these trial scenes, they were bringing Jesus before them, bringing up 
statements that He had made, accusing Him of trying to do things like overthrow the government, 
accusing Him of trying to start some kind of kingdom, and accusing Him of claiming to be the Son of 
God and claiming to be the King of the Jews. They did not take that as truth. Instead, they took that 
as blasphemy. The Jewish people rejected Jesus as being the promised Messiah, and they wanted 
Him dead. They had sought for months and months to find some way to put Him to death. Now, 
coming out of the second trial with Caiaphas, they saw an opportunity to get Him in front of Pilate, 
and Pilate could sentence Him to death.  

 
Here He stands before Pilate. As we read through John 19, you see a nervous, agitated, and 

uncomfortable Pilate. When you put all the accounts together from the four Gospels in the New 
Testament, there are at least seven times where Pilate takes Jesus in and brings Jesus out. It's as if 
you see him saying, "I've gotten into something here that feels like a trap. I'm a part of something 
here and I don't think I need to be making the decision." He found himself trapped between the laws 
of the Roman government and the wishes and the favor of the Jewish people. He wanted to just let 
Him go. He wanted to just pass Him back and say, "You decide! You handle this. This is some kind of 
religious law that has been broken." But they passed Him back to Pilate and said, "If you pass Him 
back to us, you put yourself in a position where He's claiming to be greater than Caesar and then 



where does that leave you?" So here's Pilate, just bouncing back and forth between these decisions. 
They arrested Him. They tried Him. Then third, they flogged Him. 
 

The opening statement of John 19 sets the tone, sets the mood, and gives us the 
atmosphere. It is a very simple, quick phrase and perhaps in some way might hide what just 
happened to Jesus. It says, "Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him." Flogging used a wooden stick. 
It would have been held in a hand with straps of leather attached to the end of it. The ends of those 
straps of leather attached pieces of metal and pieces of bone. Jesus, like other criminals of the day 
would have been strapped with His hands tied to a post with His back exposed to the public. 
 

Soldiers would take those sticks with straps of leather and metal and bone fragments and 
bring them down onto the back of Christ repeatedly - over and over and over again. In the 
crucifixion process, many times those that only experienced this flogging would die from the tearing 
of flesh, and the loss of blood. Jesus experienced this flogging and then He was mocked. They 
arrested Him. They tried Him, they flogged Him, and they mocked Him. They made fun of Him. They 
laughed at Him. They took His words and His statements and they threw them in His face. They 
called out loud to Him, face to face, "Hail, King of the Jews." 
 

This was not a statement of admiration. This was not a statement of recognizing authority. 
It was them taking the statements of the day and saying to one who was beaten and bleeding and 
in a very light hearted, humiliating way, pointing out sarcastically - "Oh, so you're King of the Jews. 
Look at you. What kind of king winds up beaten?" Not only through their words did they mock Him, 
but they mocked Him by clothing Him in a purple robe. The purple robe was the material used for 
royalty. He was bleeding and ripped because of the flogging. This robe of purple cloth is draped over 
His body, and they're casting these marking statements at Him.  

 
The third way they mocked Him was by placing the crown of thorns upon His head. This 

crown of thorns would have been woven together, most likely from a plant in that area called the 
date palm. The date palm is a plant that has branches that can grow as long as 12 inches. Just like 
you would plait long hair into a ponytail, those branches of thorns would have been plaited 
together, woven, made into a circle, and then placed down on the head of Christ. They arrested Him, 
they tried Him, they flogged Him, and they mocked Him. And fifth, they struck Him. We don't know 
if it was open-handed or close-fisted; we just know that they took their turns hitting on Him. They 
came up to Him saying, "Hail, King of the Jews" and they struck Him with their hands. 
 

Then they presented Him. Verse five says, “So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” It was as if Pilate was saying, "You were 
talking about the King of the Jews. What I find here is just a man." Verse six says, “When the chief 
priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take 
him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 
 

It was as if Pilate had reached this point where he wanted to say to the people in his 
nervousness - “Y'all take it. You deal with it.” It seems to me that the flogging and the mocking that 



was going on here was Pilate's way of saying, "Okay, we've roughed Him up a little bit. We've made 
Him pay some dues. Now here, take Him. That ought to settle this. This ought to be enough. Now 
let's move on and get on with the day and carry out your Passover and let me get back to just being 
Pilate. I don't want this case. And by the way, I can't find anything guilty about Him." 

 
Verses 7-8 say: “The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought 

to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was even 
more afraid.” And verse 12: “From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you 
release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.’” 
 

I don't want to be too technical, but there's a Greek word there in that phrase "sought to 
release him" that indicates that there would have been a series of attempts. Time is passing from 
5:00 to 6:00 AM in the morning headed toward the noon hour and there is this series of attempts to 
try to get this moved on to where it would not head toward crucifixion. But then they crucified Him. 
 

Verse 16: “So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and he went 
out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between 
them.” 

 
It's interesting to me that for us to understand what happened to Jesus here, we have to do 

historical research. We have to go back into time and find out what crucifixion meant. When John 
wrote and said, "They crucified him," the audience that he wrote to knew exactly what that meant. 
They knew what was involved in Him carrying the cross. They knew what was involved in taking Him 
to a place. They knew what was involved in hanging Him there between two other criminals on the 
cross. It's so rapid there, this picture of crucifixion. Perhaps in some way it was John's way of 
protecting the gruesomeness of that - the nailing to the cross of the hands of Jesus and the feet of 
Jesus. 
 

The cross would have been crossed in some way where His hands would have been 
stretched out and His feet nailed. History also tells us that a small platform under His feet would 
have been there that would appear to be so that He could rest His feet on it, but it actually was a 
way of increasing the torture of the death. A person would press on that piece of wood with their 
feet to try to get breath in their lungs, pulling with their arms and then up and down until not the 
nailing or the hanging, but suffocation would lead to his death. 
 

They arrested Him, they tried Him, they flogged Him, they mocked Him, they struck Him, 
they presented Him, they crucified Him and they identified Him. In verse 19, it says, “Pilate also wrote 
an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’” 
 

The Jews rejected this. They did not such a definite statement of truth to be there with 
Christ. They said, "No, just let that be His claim." And even in their argument here it is a rejection of 



Him as king and as messiah. But in three different languages for all to see - Aramaic, Latin and Greek 
- it read, "The king of the Jews." 
 

You have the scene of Jesus hanging on the cross. We have the account of Him taking care 
of His mother. I imagine John working back through these details in his mind as he recorded them. 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John give us seven specific times where Jesus spoke not in an angry way, 
not in a rebellious way, and not in a complaining way. Some of those are recorded here from the 
cross. He stated "I thirst," and soldiers gave Him the sip of wine by a hyssop branch. Then we have 
recorded here in John's Gospel this statement by Jesus in verse 30: “When Jesus had received the 
sour wine, he said, ‘It is finished,’ and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” 
 

It's a Greek word that's become familiar perhaps by those who've read scripture. It's the 
Greek word "tetelestai" - finished. It's a word that was used to describe completion. When a project 
was finished or a mission was accomplished, the word "tetelestai" was used to describe it. 
Archeologists have come across receipts and business transactions, where when they were finished, 
they had this Greek word "tetelestai”stamped on them, meaning paid in full, no more debt, taken 
care of, completed. From the cross, Jesus with full awareness of what His reason was for being born, 
His reason for choosing disciples, His reason for walking the earth, His reason for being on the cross, 
He declares from the cross before His last breath - completed, paid, finished, accomplished. His 
words mark the conclusion of His in the flesh ministry and the next thing recorded about Him was 
that He bowed His head and He gave up His spirit. It is finished. Then they pierced Him. 
 

They arrested Him, they tried Him, they flogged Him, the mocked Him, they struck Him, they 
presented Him, crucified, identified and they pierced Him. They came to break his legs. The Sabbath 
was approaching. The others hung beside Jesus and apparently were still alive. Their legs would be 
broken because it would take the pressure off. It would take the ability of them to lift themselves on 
that platform of wood and it would rapidly speed the process of dying. Then they would be able to 
remove the bodies before the Sabbath began. 
 

But when they came to Jesus, He was already dead, so no legs were broken. And the 
significance of this is that even prior prophecy in the Old Testament had made those statements 
that not a bone would be broken. Detail by detail by detail we see that what took place at Calvary 
was not a mistake. It was not an accident, it was not plan B, but from the very beginning of time, 
God's plan to redeem you and I from our sin was through the blood price of Christ for our life. Verse 
34 says, “But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and 
water.” 
 
Last, they buried Him. Paul says in the New Testament in Corinthians that this is the Gospel - Jesus 
lived, He died, and He was buried. It's significant. A significant part of the Gospel is knowing, 
believing, and seeing the truth. He lived, yes. He died on a cross, yes. He was taken from the cross 
and He was buried in a tomb. He was buried in Joseph of Arimathea's tomb. We're told in John's 
Gospel that two came. Nicodemus - do you remember him from John 3? He had come to Jesus by 
night. He had inquired of Him and Jesus instructed him that eternal life comes by being born again. 



It's very likely, very possible here at this time that Nicodemus himself had been born again. We're 
also told that Joseph of Arimathea had believed in Jesus. 
 
It's a very interesting account. Let me read to you Matthew 27:57-60: 
 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great 
stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.  

 
This week in studying for preparation for this time, we talked about this scene. Vic noted 

that this tomb belonged to Joseph of Arimathea, but Joseph wasn’t in it. Instead, Jesus was in his 
tomb. Even in His burial, you see the atoning sacrifice of Christ taking place. You see the 
substitutionary atonement of Christ taking place. Symbolically, even in this scene, Joseph should 
have been in that tomb, but Jesus was in there in his place. Jesus is buried. 
 

Can I share with you what hundreds of years prior, the prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 53:5? 
He says: “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 
the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” And then in verse 9, he 
says: “And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had 
done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.” 
 

We have an opportunity today to declare "It is finished." As we prepare to sing, listen to 
what John says. John says in verse 35: “He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and 
he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe.” Here's the simple work of John. 
John is saying, "What I saw and heard in Jesus led me to believe. And what I believe led me to bear 
witness. And what I have borne witness of led me to tell you. And what I tell you, I pray leads to you 
believing that is the Christ and that by believing you will have life." 

 
So I want to ask you today - do you believe? Do you believe? Jesus declared "It is finished." 

His earthly work was done, but the mission goes on and perhaps the mission could be finished today 
in your heart by you saying, "Having heard and seen what Jesus has done, I too profess 'I believe.’” 
Would you turn to Him today and believe? 


