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Over the years we begin to learn things that are really valuable. I know that there are times 
in my life where I thought I knew what was valuable and maybe I treasured certain things and 
celebrated certain things. A few years down the road, you realize there are other things that are 
really more important than those things. There's a statement that I hear from time to time that I 
now find the greatest encouragement above any other. It's when someone says to me in some form 
or fashion, "I'm praying for you." If I hear Carla say to me in the morning before I leave the house, 
"Hey, I prayed for you this morning," it's incredibly encouraging. If I get a text or an email or see 
somebody and they say, "Hey pastor, I want you to know I'm praying for you." There is 
immeasurable love and value of someone going on my behalf to our Heavenly Father. It's incredibly 
encouraging. 
 

Today, I want you to think about that phrase "I'm praying for you." I want you to hear this 
truth. Jesus Christ has prayed for you. Let that sink in. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the 
world, the sovereign Lord of the universe has prayed for you. 
 

When I think about that, my mind wants to say, "What did He pray?" John 17 tells us that 
Jesus has prayed for us. John 17 tells us that Jesus prayed for those who are believers. If you've 
turned to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, if you don't grab ahold of anything else when you 
walk out of this room, take this with you. Jesus Christ has prayed for you. In John 17, we get this rare 
privilege to read the words that Jesus spoke to His Heavenly Father. In many ways, it's like we're 
able to enter into the prayer closet of Jesus. We're able to enter into the war room, into the prayer 
room, into the conversation, the very communion of Jesus, the Son of God with His Heavenly 
Father. 
 

Now we know as you read through the New Testament that Jesus often prayed. It's 
repeated on several occasions. The Bible says that He would often "withdraw to lonely places" to 
pray. We know that the night before He chose his 12 disciples, He spent the entire night praying. Just 
before His public ministry began, He spent 40 days in the wilderness fasting and praying. We don't 
know the words that He spoke. We don't know the conversation that He had with the Heavenly 
Father, but when you come to John 17, you get to read the words of His prayer. You get to see Him 
talk to His Heavenly Father. In John 17, we see that Jesus prays for Himself. We see that He prays for 
His present disciples. And Jesus prays for future believers like you and me. John 17 is sometimes 
referred to as the Holy of Holies of Scripture. Some of you may have heard it referred to as the "High 
Priestly Prayer of Jesus Christ." Kent Hughes, a longtime pastor of College Church at Wheaton 
College said,  

 
John 17 is one of the greatest chapters in the Bible and certainly one of the most 

treasured. Some refer to it as the Holy of Holies of sacred scripture. Philip Melanchthon, who 
along with Martin Luther was the towering intellect who writes of the early reformation, said 



this, "There is no voice which has ever been heard, either in heaven or in Earth, more exalted, 
more holy, more fruitful, more sublime than the prayer offered up by the Son of God 
Himself.  This chapter was read to the Scottish reformer, John Knox, everyday during his final 
illness and in his final moments.  

 
Centuries ago, Thomas Manton took the 26 verses of chapter 17 and preached 45 sermons. 

The Irish preacher Marcus Ransford has written about John 17, and he wrote 500 pages about these 
26 verses. In my own reading and study, one of the writers I read is James Montgomery Boyce. In 
Boyce's commentary on the gospel of John, he takes 10-20 pages on some chapters of the gospel, 
but on John 17 he exceeds 50 plus pages writing about these 26 verses. 
 

This morning, I want to do something that is very rare for me to do. I don't remember the 
last time I did this, but this morning I want to ask each of you both in the sanctuary and life building 
to stand for the reading of God's word. If you're physically able, I ask you to stand for the reading of 
God's word. I do this not because this chapter of God's Word is more inspired than any other. I do 
that this morning because I want us to feel the weight of this, the rarity of this, the privilege of this, 
that we're able to step into the prayer of Jesus with His Heavenly Father. I'm reading from the 
English Standard Version of scripture. If you would like to, read along. Or you can listen as I read. 
John 17: 
 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have 

given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And 

this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 

world existed. 

I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. 

Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 

that everything that you have given me is from you. For I have given them the words that 

you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for 

the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 

given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in 

your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been 



lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming 

to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 

themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are 

not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the 

world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not 

of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so 

I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may 

be sanctified in truth. 

I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may 

be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given 

me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, 

that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and 

loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, 

may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me 

before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not 

know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. I made known to them your 

name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may 

be in them, and I in them. 

Jesus spoke His mind, He prayed His heart, and He pursued His passion in this prayer that we 
refer to as the High Priestly Prayer. Jesus in many ways is battening down the hatches, if you will. 
Jesus is preparing His disciples for the storm that's coming. The sacrificial storm is rising and the wind 
of His crucifixion is blowing. Jesus is headed toward the cross. Jesus prays in an attempt to prepare 
the disciples for what they would face and to prepare all of those who would believe in the future. 
 
Why is this prayer important? Why is it so important for us to be able to have a glimpse into the 
prayer life of Jesus? It gives us a window into His soul. We know enough about prayer that the 
things we pray about are the things that would be most dear to us, most hopeful for us, most 
needed by us, most treasured by us. We pray for those we love, we pray for those things that we 
look at in our life and say, "I need this. I've got to have this." We pray for things that we care about. 
Jesus is praying, and we are able to get a look into what He's passionate about. He begins by 
praying, first of all, for Himself. It's eye opening to think about that. You might think even in our own 
prayers, can we really pray for ourselves? If we do pray for ourselves, shouldn't we put that way back 
down the list in our prayer life? We wouldn't want to put ourselves in front of others, but notice 
from the very beginning that Jesus speaks first about Himself. 
 



When you read this prayer, I want to remind you of what we commonly have referred to as 
the Lord's prayer. In Matthew 6, we find the Lord's prayer. The disciples said to Jesus, "Teach us how 
to pray." Jesus said, “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.’” 
 

When you study the Lord's prayer and you study prayer throughout the New Testament, you 
come to realize that what He gave them was a pattern of prayer. He gave them a pattern, not the 
words that we are to say as some kind of magical chant each time we come to God, but instead it 
shows us how we approach God, what the goal of prayer is, and the kinds of things that we address 
in prayer. When we come to this prayer, it's not just the Lord's prayer, it is the Lord's prayer. 
 

He begins by going to the Father and saying, "Father, the hour has come." This is a reference 
to His moment at the cross, and He says, "Glorify your Son." He's praying for Himself. He says, 
"Glorify your son, that the son may glorify you." What you see in the High Priestly Prayer is exactly 
the pattern that He had given to His disciples for the Lord's prayer. He said, "Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name." Glory be to Your name, exalted be Your name. All that You are, Your 
attributes, Your character, what You represent, what You stand for, let that be hallowed. 
 

Jesus is praying here as He approaches the cross, "Glorify your son.” When He says this, He's 
saying, "Show them who I am so that they can see who You are. Glorify your Son, that the Son may 
glorify You." That word "glorify" is a biblical word that is used at least eight times in John 17. It means 
to make someone known, to make the attributes apparent. Jesus is saying, "Show them who I am so 
they'll know who You are." Jesus saw His work at the cross being the work that would be obedient 
to His father, a fulfillment of the word of His Father, and a fulfillment of the mission of the Father. In 
verse 4, Jesus says, "I glorified You on earth. Having accomplished the work that You gave me to do, 
now Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory that I had with You before the world 
existed." Is that a stunning phrase or what? 
 

Here's what Jesus is saying in that last phrase of verse 5, "Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed." Notice how fully aware Jesus 
was of who He was. Yes, He had taken on flesh. He was walking around on this earth in Jerusalem. 
He had friends. He had enemies. He had chosen disciples and apostles, and He had this message. But 
in this last prayer here we have recorded from Him, Jesus knew where He had come from, He knew 
what He had done while He was here and He knew where He was going. There was no hesitation in 
Him understanding who He is. I think about the purpose of the gospel of John being that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ. I believe John includes this prayer for us to get a glimpse that Jesus 
knew who He was and that He was worthy of our belief and worthy of our faith in Him. 
 

"Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you." When was that? 
Philippians 2 tells us that Jesus came to this earth, and He didn't think that the glory of heaven was 
something to be grasped, so He laid it down and He came and He took on flesh. He bore the iniquity 
of us all. He endured the cross. He humbled himself. Here Jesus is praying and looking back at what 
He had done in coming to take on flesh and saying, "Father, it's finished. It's as good as done. The 
next step is for Me to be arrested." He even makes reference to that later in these verses. He says 



"I'm not of this world anymore." It was a done deal. It was such an accomplished fact that He looked 
right where He was and said, "The cross is coming. This is the hour. This is the moment. I've fulfilled 
the mission. Father, I'm coming home. I'm coming back. You sent me on a mission, I took on flesh. I 
bore the iniquity of this world, and I'm coming home." He says He is returning to the Father "with 
the glory that I had with you before the world existed." 
 

Does anybody in this room feel really old today? You don't have to raise your hand. Did 
anybody in this room exist before the world began? I wrote down in my margin here next to that 
verse, "No one ever." And I finished that by saying, "but Jesus." No one ever but Jesus existed before 
the world began. Jesus was acknowledging to the Father, "I was with You. I came to this world to do 
a mission, and now I'm coming home to You. Lord, finish the work by letting Me be who I was 
before. Restore the glory that I had with You when we were together before we ever created all of 
this." 
 

I don't even know how to walk around in these verses. They're stunning. He prayed for 
Himself for the world to see Him so the world would see the Father. Let me make a quick application 
here. You and I should take that pattern of prayer and then allow our prayers for who we are in 
Christ to be that if the world sees us, they will know more about who the Father is. When the world 
sees our decisions, when the world sees the way we love, when the world sees the way we forgive, 
when the world sees the way that we demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit, what they will see and 
know is more about who the Father is. That was the prayer of Jesus. 
 

He moves on in this prayer and He prays for His current disciples. In verse 6, He says, "I've 
manifested Your name to the people." When scripture uses the word "name," it's used in different 
ways. "Name" is used in scripture sometimes to refer to a proper noun like Jesus. But name also is 
used to describe a person's reputation, a person's credibility. If you walk into an area and somebody 
says about this guy named John Doe, "Man, John Doe's got a pretty big name in these parts," what 
you're saying is that there's a reputation, there's a credibility. There are there facts and attributes 
about this person. When Jesus says, I've manifested Your name to the people, Jesus is 
acknowledging to God, “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 
that everything that you have given me is from you.”  
 

You see you as you read down through these verses that He's talking about those that He's 
chosen to be His apostles to carry out the mission of being His witnesses. Verse 8 says, “For I have 
given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.” You know what Jesus was 
saying? Jesus is saying here, "The apostles got it. I did the miracles. I taught the message. There have 
been some ups and downs. There have been some doubts. There have been some arguments. Flesh 
has shown up sometimes. But Father, I've reached a point where they believe." 
 

Listen to this next statement in verse 9: "I am praying for them." I don't know exactly how 
the Apostle John got these words. Maybe he was standing close enough to have heard Jesus saying 



these words. I imagine when John heard these words where Jesus was speaking to the Father, "I am 
praying for them," it was poignant for him to pen them as he wrote this book. 
 

There were four things that Jesus prayed for His disciples here. He prayed that they may be 
kept from the evil one. He knew that He was leaving them in the world. It was a practical mission. He 
was going away. They were staying. They were going to be witnesses to spread out with the Holy 
Spirit in them. He's praying that in the midst of being hated and killed by the world, that they would 
be kept from the evil one. It was a prayer for care, a prayer for security, a prayer that they would 
hold on, a prayer that they would not lose heart. He prayed also that they may be one. He prayed 
that they would be one in faith. He prayed that they would be one in fellowship. He prayed that they 
would be one in finishing the mission. 
 

Look at verse 18: “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. He 
wanted them to be one in the mission, one in faith, one in fellowship, and one in finishing the 
mission.” I think about His prayer for them that they'd be one in fellowship. We might think about 
how they had been so close to Jesus and wonder how could they ever break fellowship with one 
another. The reality is that on this very night that they were in the upper room, they were arguing 
over who was the greatest. Jesus knew they were flesh. He knew the pressure they would 
experience, the stress they would experience in everyday life that was coming for them. So He 
prayed that even in their fellowship, they would be one and there would be unity. 
 

The third thing He prayed for was that they might have joy, that their joy would be fulfilled 
because they had seen Jesus fulfill the mission. He says in verse 13: “But now I am coming to you, and 
these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.” Jesus was 
praying, "As I accomplish this mission of salvation, I pray that it takes their hearts so deeply that 
they're full of joy. Yes, they'll be hated. Yes, they'll be persecuted. They may not have anything 
materially. They may not have anything socially. But Lord, let them be full of joy." 
 

Stop just a second and think about this. Think about what kind of God is it, what kind of 
Savior is it that wants for you as His follower to have a heart full of joy? He wants you to be 
joy-filled. It's hard to measure. It's hard to qualify what this joy is like. It's one of those words that 
maybe you know when you're full of joy and you know when you're not full of joy, but it's still hard 
to define and to describe. 
 

Maybe it's a lot like that feeling we have when we see something that's been accomplished. 
Do any of you have jobs where it's real hard to tell if you're accomplishing anything? In ministry a lot 
of times it's really hard. In parenting it's really hard to know if you're accomplishing anything. In 
pastoring it's hard to know sometimes if you're accomplishing anything. You look around and think, 
"I don't know if there is anything going on." Here's what I have to do to doctor that a little bit. I have 
to find some kind of task that I can start and finish and when it's done I can look at it and say, "Tada. 
Finished. Done." 
 



A few days ago, I needed that. I cleaned out a closet in our house. I was bagging things up, 
taking it to the Salvation Army and Goodwill. Throwing away papers, sweeping the floor, ordering 
and stacking things up. I stepped back and thought, "Look at that closet!" But it didn't stop there. 
You know what any fine husband does - "Carla? Come here! Have you seen the closet?" And I know 
she's thinking, "I've cleaned a thousand closets in my life. I've never called you to look at a closet 
that I cleaned. You clean one closet and you want everybody to come look at it." 
 

Of course I justify by saying, "Yeah, look at that! It's finished. Look at that. It's beautiful." You 
do that with your Tupperware cabinet. You think, "Just one time. Give me five minutes, I'm going to 
get every dish all lined up together. It won't stay that way though." Or maybe you landscape the 
yard and put that last piece of pine straw in and you step back and take a picture because it feels so 
good. 
I think Jesus is in a moment here where He's looking and He knows why He came. He knows what 
hour it is. He knows whom He has chosen. He knows what they're going to face, and He's praying, 
"Lord, let them see the mission accomplished. Let the joy of this fill them. What kind of Savior is it 
that would want our heart's full of joy? 
 

Third, He prayed that they may be sanctified. Sanctified is a word that travels with a couple 
of other words. They are three words that often travel together. When we talk about salvation, it's 
"justified, sanctified, and glorified." Justification is that moment of salvation when we trust Jesus 
Christ by faith. It is like this legal declaration in the courts of heaven that our sins are covered, the 
blood of Jesus Christ has paid the price and God looks at us and sees us justified. He sees our 
account clean, paid for, with no debt any longer because Jesus Christ has taken care of our account. 
We are justified. Glorified is the end result. It is the end word. It's what happens when we get to 
heaven. We're justified at the point of salvation. We're glorified at the end of salvation. When we're 
in the presence of God Almighty and Jesus Christ, we are glorified in their presence, but in the 
meantime there's this word "sanctified." It's a word that means to be set apart for a specific purpose. 
 
Jesus is saying here that He prayed for the disciples, that they would see themselves sanctified. He 
says, "Sanctify them in the truth." He's saying, "Take what I've spoken from You, Father and deliver it 
to them. Let the truth keep showing them, shaping them, molding them into your purposes for 
them." We are justified at salvation, glorified one day with Jesus in Heaven, but in the meantime, 
don't miss this. We're sanctified. You're no happenstance. You are no surprise. You are no wasted 
body on this earth. As a follower of Jesus Christ, you are sanctified. You are set apart for His 
purposes. Allow the Spirit of God to use you for the reason that God created you. 
 

The fourth part of this prayer of Jesus is that He begins to pray for future believers. In verse 
20 He says, "I did not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word." He was saying that they are going to go be His witnesses. In Acts 1:8, He spoke just before he 
ascended to heaven and said to the disciples, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” That’s in this very prayer that He was praying before the Father. He was saying 
"for those who will believe in me through their word.”  



You could trace the lineage all the way down from Jerusalem. You and I are benefactors from 
these 11 disciples fulfilling the mission of God to be His witnesses. And then those became witnesses. 
And then those became witnesses right down to today where we are proclaiming the good news of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

We find here in verse 20 down through the end of the chapter that Jesus is praying for us as 
believers. In summary, there are three things He prays for. He prays that we may be one. It's all over 
these verses "...that they may all be one. Just as you, Father are in me, and I in you." Verse 22:  

 
The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even 

as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 
 
He's praying for unity among believers. He's praying for unity in the Kingdom of God. And 

He's praying for unity in faith.  
 
There is one way to heaven. Be careful. It's easy in this world to say, "Yeah, I believe that 

Jesus is my way of salvation to the Father." But sometimes people let the world's ways creep in and 
say, “I don't know if I believe He's the only way." I believe Jesus is praying here that we would be one 
in faith and that we would be one in the message. We would be one in claiming truth that Jesus 
spoke - "I am the way, the truth and the life. No man comes to the Father but through me." To be 
one in fellowship - there's no question when you read through this that Jesus is praying that they 
would be one. They would be together and there would not be division among these who would 
believe in the future. 
 

I want to challenge you as followers of Jesus Christ that the reason that He prayed that we 
might be one is that it results in the world seeing us and they believe in Jesus Christ. The unity of a 
body of believers is so powerful that it makes the witness of Jesus Christ real to the hearts and souls 
of others. As individuals, we have to work so hard to be submitted to the Holy Spirit, to surrender 
our rights, sacrifice for one another and serve one another. Just like the song we sang this morning, 
even when it costs us. Because the mission of Christ is so crucial. It's so critical. 
 

We see that even in Jesus' prayer before the cross. "Father, I pray that they would be one." 
He prayed that they may be with Him. Jesus prays in verse 24 that those who would believe in the 
future would join Him in heaven. And then finally, He prayed that the love of the Father would be in 
us. He prayed that we would be one. He prayed that we would be with Him one day, and He prayed 
that the love of the Father would be in Him. What does this prayer do? It lets us see the passion of 
Christ, and I hope in our hearts today that it would let us see what He was after- what His hope was 
for the future. I hope that you and I would pursue those very things that He was praying for. That we 
would be one, that we'd be with Him, and that the love of the Father would be in us.  


