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I want to invite you to take your Bibles and open them to John Chapter 15. Today we will 
take the Lord's Supper together. I want you to think today about the bread as it represents the body 
of Christ, that He laid down His body. Jesus's body was literally and physically nailed to a cross. He 
took our place on the cross to pay for our sin so that we could be forgiven. Then we'll take the cup. 
Jesus tells us in the Word that "this cup is the blood of my new covenant." That new covenant is that 
forgiveness of our sin comes through the blood of Jesus Christ. We don't have to offer sacrifices 
over and over and over again to deal with our sin. Once and for all, Jesus paid it all. Once and for all, 
Jesus paid the debt for sin. 
 

Today, I invite you to participate in receiving the bread and the cup. If you know Jesus Christ 
as your Lord and Savior and you've trusted Jesus by grace through faith alone for your salvation, 
then this table is open to you. I would invite you to examine your hearts and let the Holy Spirit do 
His work in your heart and life. See if there's anything in your heart that might be hindering your 
relationship with Christ. There may be some of you here in this room today who are all different 
ages that have never been saved. You've never trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Here's 
my prayer. My prayer is that when that bread and that cup come your way, you would hear and you 
would see the good news of Jesus Christ. It may be today that when you see the bread that you hear 
and see and grasp for the first time that Jesus died in your place to pay for your sin. When the cup 
comes, you maybe would see the cost of our sin and that the blood of Jesus Christ was poured out. 
He gave his life, He shed His blood. The Bible teaches us that "without the shedding of blood, there is 
no remission of sin." There's no forgiveness of sin. 
 

As that good news of what Jesus Christ has done to pay for your sin comes to your mind and 
your heart and your life, would you today trust Him as your savior? You can be saved today. You 
don't need to talk to me. You don't need to talk to another person for that to happen. You certainly 
can if it would be helpful. Right here in this building that we call the Life Building, you could receive 
new life. You could be saved and you could turn from whatever you've been trusting in for your 
eternal life. Whatever you've been trusting in for security or hope or peace, you could instead turn to 
Jesus Christ and find eternal security, eternal life. Why not trust Him today and be saved? 
 

So today when the elements come to you, we'd invite you if Jesus is your Lord and Savior to 
take the bread and take the cup. Let's look together in John 15 as we continue through our study in 
the Gospel of John. In these last few chapters of John, we're in the last few days of Jesus' life. John 15 
is a chapter that's about relationships. John 15 speaks to us about our relationship with Christ. John 
15 speaks to us about our relationship with other believers. And finally, John 15 speaks to us about 
our relationship with the world. We looked last week at the first 11 verses of John 15 and we learned 
about the expectation of our relationship with Christ is characterized by one word. It's the word 
"abide." Jesus has told His disciples that He's leaving, He's departing, and He's sending a helper, the 
Holy Spirit. 



 
Then He says, "Here's how you relate to me. I'm leaving. I'm departing. Here's what I call you 

to do. Abide in Me, remain in Me, be in relationship with Me." It's a powerful word that speaks about 
a life- giving relationship with Jesus Christ, and He uses that very vivid, clear picture metaphor of 
what it looks like to abide in Christ. That is the picture of a vine and the branches. Jesus said, "I am 
the true vine and you are the branches." When we come to verse 12 of chapter 15, we move from 
what it looks like in our relationship with Christ to what it looks like in our relationship with other 
believers. As one writer says, "We find out now with Jesus being the vine and believers being the 
branches, we discover how branches are to relate to other branches." Here are how the the branches 
relate to one another. Then when we get to verse 18, we'll see how those branches, who are 
believers, relate to the world. In a way, Jesus is saying, "This is what I expect of my children, and this 
also is what you can expect as my children." 
 

When we abide in Christ, remember this, the fruit of abiding in Christ is obedience to Christ. 
The evidence that you are abiding in Christ Jesus is that you have a life that is characterized by 
obeying His commands. So we move from abiding in Christ and seeing that the fruit of abiding in 
Christ is obedience to finding out what His commands are. Let's look together in verse 12. John 15:12  

 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 
Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you 
will love one another. 

 
One of the things that amazes me still in our study through the Gospel of John is how John 

the Apostle put this book together. At the end of the book, John says, "The reason I wrote this book 
is to give you signs and wonders to give you the teachings of Jesus so that you would believe that 
Jesus is the Christ and that by believing you will have eternal life." As you work through the Gospel 
of John with that understanding of that purpose, when you see a miracle, and when you see Jesus 
teaching, you see His signs and wonders, you realize John is saying, "Look what He did. Look what 
He said.” This is all with the hope and goal that by the end of the book we say, "I believe!" By 
believing we receive eternal life. When you come to John 14-16, and it escalates as you get into John 
17-19, you're not seeing miracles and signs by Jesus. You're seeing the narrative, you're seeing drama, 
you're seeing the story, and you’re seeing the details of the last few days. There are several chapters 
of the last few hours of the life of Jesus. And I think, "What was John doing?" John has moved to 
showing what it looked like for Jesus to relate to His disciples to what it looked like for Him to be 
arrested, tortured, and nailed to a cross. What did like for him to be buried? What was their 
experience with Him rising from the dead? 
 



In that narrative, there may be a lot of things that would strengthen your faith. But in 
chapters 14 and 15, one of the special things I believe God's done in my own heart is how He has 
strengthened my faith in Jesus by the way He prepared His disciples for His departure. It's an 
amazing demonstration of His compassion, but also a supernatural demonstration of His 
foreknowledge. This was not just some human that was walking through life coming up with stuff. 
In these verses, Jesus tells them that He's going to die. He's hours away from being arrested and He's 
telling them, "I'm going to leave. I'm going to die. You're going to be left here without me, but I'm 
sending a helper. You're going to face some things. I'm going to be betrayed. I'm going to be denied. 
I'm going to rise again." And in all of those things that He was doing to prepare them, He would say 
these things. You can look back now and you can see that Jesus Christ knew exactly what was going 
on before it ever happened to the point where He was arrested, He was crucified, and He was buried. 
And He did rise again just like He said He would. 
 

Even in this promise that He would ask God and God would send a Helper - do you realize 
that after Jesus ascended to heaven, that actually comes through in the book of Acts when they're 
all gathered in the upper room and the Holy Spirit of God is poured out on them in fire? It's so 
strengthening to my faith to see how Jesus was speaking to them before it ever happened about 
what would happen. That's exactly what He's doing here in chapter 12. He's saying to them, “Look, 
when I go away, here's how you've got to relate to one another. You've got to love one another.” He 
lays down that divine command, but He also gives this demonstration of what it looks like to love by 
His life and death and burial. He says, "This is my commandment, that you love one another." We 
don't get to define what love is. Our culture doesn't get to define what love is. When we obey Jesus' 
commands to love one another, Jesus has defined what that love looks like. He says, "This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 
 

Jesus shows an intimacy between Him and His disciples that carries on to this day. The 
intimacy that we can share in relationship with Christ is not just as those who serve, but as those 
who are friends of His. He illustrates that by saying, "I'm giving you information that a servant would 
never get from their master." He's relating to them intimately. He says to them, "Love as I've loved 
you." 
 

So how do branches relate to branches? How do you relate to other believers? How do we 
relate to one another through love? How do we define that? The love that Jesus has loved us with 
could be characterized by three words. The first is surrender, the second is service, and the third is 
sacrifice. How did Jesus love? If we're abiding in Christ and the fruit of that is obedience to His 
commands, His command is to love one another as He's loved us. What does it look like to love as 
He loved? Well, it looks like surrender. Jesus left heaven and He laid down His glory. He laid down His 
rights and He came and He surrendered the glory that He had. He surrendered the rights that He had 
and He came and He took on flesh and He lived as a human and He bore the iniquity of us all. 
 

It alsoo looks like service. In Mark 10:45 Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” This same night where Jesus is talking 



about loving one another was the same night that He washed the disciples' feet. He took the cloth 
and He wrapped it around Him. He took the basin of water and He went disciple by disciple and 
washed their feet. He said, "Just like I have served, you are to serve." Then in just a few hours, He 
would be arrested. He would be tried, and He would be nailed to a cross and He would sacrifice His 
life. It calls our attention to 1 John 3:16: "By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers." So when you and I think about loving one another, 
this is the standard. This is the divine standard. It's a standard of surrender, of service and sacrifice. I 
want to ask you to think about that this morning in your life as you relate as a believer. Is that the 
way you love your family? 
 

You can't miss the fact that Paul said in Ephesians 5 that “husbands are to love their wives as 
Christ loved the church.” How do you love in your family? Is your love and your family obedient to 
Christ? Does your love exemplify surrendering rights, serving in humility, and sacrificing it all. Do you 
love that way? How do you love your other brothers and sisters in Christ in the church family? How 
do you love other believers in other churches? Is it a love that is sacrificial surrendering and serving? 
 

Do you wonder why Jesus might have spoken these words? Why? Why would He deal with 
it? He's about to die. These guys seemed to get along pretty good. Can I just step back for just a 
moment to Luke 22? The Gospels tell many of the same stories, but as you put them together, you 
realize that there's additional information of the same events in some of the Gospels. In Luke 
chapter 22, you have this same night that we're talking about in John 15 where Jesus has instituted 
the Lord's Supper. He's taken the bread and broken it and He's taken the cup and He said,  

 
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise 

the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood."  

 
Then He washes their feet. But on this very same night, Luke includes something that 

happens among the disciples. This night when feet are being washed, when the Last Supper is being 
eaten, when Judas is going to betray, Peter's going to deny, and Jesus is going to pray in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. Look what happens in this very night. 
 
Luke 22:24 says, “A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest.” Think about that. Right there in the midst of the disciples and Jesus, it reminds us that 
Jesus can be in the room and disputes can still break out. It seems that in John 15, He is speaking to 
that when He says, "Hey Peter, James, John, Matthew - here's how you relate to one another. This 
isn't an argument over who gets to be on my right or my left. This isn't an argument over who's the 
greatest or who's loved the most. This is my commandment that you love one another as I have 
loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends." 
 

So we relate to Christ by abiding in Him. We relate to one another by loving one another as 
Christ loved us. And then third, how do we relate to the world? This could be shocking to someone 



who reads it for the first time, but if you've been a believer very long, you know it to be true. Look at 
John 15:18:  

 
“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of 

the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said 
to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’  

 
Jesus is saying to the disciples, "Just like I've been treated, you will be treated by the world." 

And by "world," He's referring to the world system. It's a Greek word that refers to the systems of 
the world. He's painting the picture here that the systems and the ways of the world are in 
opposition to the message of Jesus Christ and the need for Him as Savior. 
 

He says that the world is in opposition to that. And He says, "if they persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you." The word "persecute" there literally was used to describe being chased by wild 
beasts. He says to the disciples, “It's going to seem like you're being chased by wild beasts.” And you 
know the reality is that history tells us that every one of those 11 disciples, except for John, died as 
martyrs of the faith. It seems that only John was the one who died because of age. 
 

He says: 
 

If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will 
also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because 
they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not 
have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates 
my Father also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would 
not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father.  

 
What's He saying? Jesus is saying, "This message that I have brought to the world confronts 

people." They're confronted with falling short of the glory of God, and they're confronted with their 
need of a savior. They're confronted with the need of God's grace and God's mercy, and He says the 
world's system rebels against that. I read a story just this week about a missionary who had a visitor 
one day. It was the chief of the tribe that he was ministering to. This chief of the tribe came to 
where the missionary was living, and hanging on a tree outside of the missionary's hut was this 
small, tiny mirror. And when the tribe's chief walked by that mirror and glanced in that mirror, he saw 
himself for the first time. He reacted with a jump back and said, "Who is this horrendous man inside 
this tree?" 
 

The missionary said, "That's not a man inside the tree. That's you. That's a reflection of you." 
 

The chief wanted to buy that piece of glass. They went back and forth and eventually the 
missionary relented. When the chief got that mirror in his hand, he threw it on the ground and broke 
it. He made this statement, "I will never have it making faces at me again like that." 



 
Do you know what happened when Jesus came? Do you know what happens when the 

message of the Gospel comes? It reflects who we are. The world's system hates that. Jesus is saying, 
"My expectation of you is that you would love one another. Your expectation going into this world 
is you're going to be hated. You're going to be persecuted." Well, what do we do with that? How do 
we respond to that? Do we react with more hostility? Do we react with meanness and anger and 
unkindness and writing people off? No, look at it in verse 26 where He says, “But when the Helper 
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, 
he will bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning.” 
 

Jesus has given this command: "Love one another as I've loved you." What I'm describing to 
you may sound like a sweet little Sunday message, but when it gets down to living life with one 
another, loving one another, even other believers in a surrendering, serving, sacrificial way, it will 
cost. It will cost us. It's hard. In fact, you may find yourself saying toward your husband or toward 
your wife or toward your children and their toward your fellow believers, "I can't do it." And here's 
what Jesus says, "You're right. That's why you have a Helper." 
 

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.” He says to lean on the Helper. Lean 
on the Spirit. Trust the Spirit of truth. In verse 27 he says, "and you also will bear witness because you 
have been with me from the beginning." So our reaction to a world who would hate us is this. We 
bear witness of Jesus Christ filled with the Holy Spirit. We lean on the Spirit. We shine for Jesus. We 
love like Jesus loved. We live like Jesus lived. We obey His commands with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
Now as we come to taking the bread and the cup this morning, I want you to see in closing that 
Jesus Christ on the cross is demonstrating both of these realities that we just talked about. 
 

This is how we know what love is - Christ Jesus laid down his life. He died for us. So today 
when the expectation is put toward us as believers to love one another as Christ loved the church, 
Jesus is saying to us, "just like I loved you on the cross." But at the same time when he says to us, the 
world's going to hate us and we maybe don't want that suffering, on the cross again, Jesus says, 
"just like the world hated me." His death on the cross was both the fulfillment of the world's hatred 
toward Him and a fulfillment of God's love toward us. What a mystery.  


