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Good morning! We're excited that you're here. In fact, I'm more excited today than I've been 
in like six weeks, and here's the reason. One big word - sunshine! That’s exciting! The Mix is exciting 
too, but I think sunshine is the most exciting thing today. Thank you to the leaders of The Mix for 
staying up and coming here today to be a part of this wrap up time for The Mix. I want us to 
celebrate what God has done over the last 72 hours in the life of our community and the life of our 
teenagers. 
 

Here's what I want you to think about. What's God done in your life today that was different 
than three days ago? What did He do Friday night? What did He do Saturday morning? What did He 
do Saturday night? What has He done in your small groups? What has He done in your large group 
time? What's He done in your rec time? Maybe even in your riding around time, the Spirit of the Lord 
got ahold of your heart, got ahold of your life, and you know that you'll look back 20 years from 
now and say, "It was that weekend when my life changed forever." You may not even know what 
those changes will be. You just know that you've made a decision. You've made a choice. You've 
chosen Jesus above everything and everyone else. You have no idea what that's going to look like in 
the future. But 20 years from now, you'll look back and say, “It was that weekend.” 
 

There are leaders in groups that have invested in our kids, invested a weekend, and it's not 
just for something temporary. They're saying that some guys and girls made eternal decisions this 
weekend. They gave a lot of time, a lot of energy, and maybe even their health! It's made an eternal 
difference. Some of you know that in your heart, God's done something, but you haven't told 
anybody yet. And I hope that you'll see those standing around you today who are saying, "I want my 
friends to know I'm not ashamed for the world to know." Some of you are still wrestling with that, 
and I want to encourage you just to keep responding to the Spirit of the Lord. Just be obedient to 
Him and trust Him with your life. 
 

You've heard the news. You know that Jesus died for you, and you know He rose again. That 
truth is out there. But if there's something still hanging in there where you haven't said, "I surrender 
all to Him," I would encourage you to surrender all to Him now. 
 

It's a crazy place where we are today in the word of God. In God's perfect timing, it's like He 
knew exactly where we would be on this day to speak to what I believe we need on this day. Think 
about this. You've heard music and teaching on Friday night. You came home to your small group 
and had more teaching. Saturday morning, there was preaching and teaching and singing. Saturday 
night there was even more preaching, teaching, and singing. You're like, "Man, I'm like the ground 
outside. I am saturated. I don't know if I can stuff another sermon in there." Here's why I think this 
morning is so important. I believe it so important because God knows exactly that's where you are. 
And it's like He's given you all of this stuff for three days with teaching, teaching, teaching, teaching, 
teaching. Here's my question. What are you going to do on Monday? 



 
Some of y'all are thinking, "I've heard all this stuff, and honestly I don't know if I can walk 

back into my school and live what I've been hearing. I don't know if I can walk back into my friend 
group and live what I've been hearing. I don't know if I can go off to college and live what I've been 
hearing. I don't know if I can move into high school this summer or next fall and live what I've been 
hearing." 
 

Here's the crazy thing. God knows those feelings. He knows what it's like for you to have a 
lot of truth and a lot of things out there that you want to live for and you want to do, but you're not 
able to do that. You're not sure how to do it. 
 

I want you to open your Bibles to John 14. Don't miss the context of this. The context is that 
Jesus had been doing a lot of teaching. You've had three days at The Mix. These disciples have had 
about three years! He had been pouring the truth into them. Do this, live this, be this. Follow Me, 
follow Me, follow Me. The disciples were saying like a lot of us in this room have said, "I'll follow you, 
Jesus!" 
 

But then Jesus starts making these statements to them. He said, "I'm leaving. I'm not going 
to be here. I'm not going to be with you." Now think about that in the context of this weekend. 
You've heard all this teaching not for three years but for three days. Do you know what Shep did 
when he finished speaking? He left town. There are several hundred of us together here this 
morning. 
 

But do you know what happens on Monday morning? We're not together anymore. Your 
pastor's not with you. A lot of the friends that you've spent the weekend with, they're not in your 
classes. A lot of them don't live where you live. They don't live in your neighborhood. This morning 
we've all got these shirts on from The Mix. It's such a safe place where we're in this together, but 
tomorrow morning you're going to go into a world where you're going to feel alone. You're going to 
feel alone. 
 

Have you ever been at a football game at Sanford Stadium and left something? There's 
probably been some marriages that almost didn't make it through that. You get to the gate and you 
look down and you realize, "I left my phone!" Or the guy says, "My souvenir cup! I left my souvenir 
cup! I've got to go back; I paid $8!" What happens there is that you're going against the crowd! 
 

Tomorrow morning at school, when you pull into that parking lot, do you know what it's 
going to feel like? Going against the crowd. You're walking down the halls. You may have your Mix 
shirt on, but it will probably be under a sweatshirt. You're thinking, "People don't know I made a 
commitment to Christ this weekend. What if somebody brings it up? What if someone walks up to 
me tomorrow in school and says, 'Hey man, I heard you got saved!'" 
 

Do you know what Jesus told the disciples? "You've got to keep following Me. You've got to 
live for me. In fact, you're going to do greater things than I've ever done, but I'm out. I'm leaving." 



And you know what, it bothered Jesus. He didn't say that with excitement. He didn't say, "Man, I'm 
so glad I get to leave you here. You're going to be fine!" It comes across that He was really bothered 
by that. In fact, in John 14-16, it's Thursday night. He will die, nailed to a cross on Friday afternoon. 
Think about that. We're talking about Jesus. Here he is on Thursday night and He'll die on Friday 
afternoon on a cross. He said, "Guys, I'm leaving." In chapters 14-16 of John, at least 15 times He 
makes the statement, "I'm leaving. I'm going away." That was the message. "You can't come with 
me. You're going to be left here to love like I loved, to live like I lived and to tell the message about 
Me." 
 
Get this - at least 24 times in chapters 14-16, He refers to someone that He's going to give them that 
will be better than Jesus being with them. 
 
Look at it in John 14, beginning in verse 12: 
 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 

greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in 

my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in 

my name, I will do it. “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  

That's like the sermons you've been hearing all weekend. If you love Jesus, you're going to 
go out there and you're going to fulfill your purpose. You're going to live for Him. You're going to 
stand for what's true and right and eternal. He says, "If you love Me, you'll keep My 
commandments." But the disciples are thinking, "But you're leaving. We're going to be by ourselves. 
We're going to be persecuted. It's going to be hard." 
 

Jesus responds in verse 16: 
 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

 
Here is a New Testament truth about this Helper. He says, “You know him, for he dwells with 

you and will be in you.” 
 

Jesus said, "I'm leaving" 15 times. But at least 24 times in chapters 14-16, He uses a name or a 
pronoun to refer to the Helper that will be in you when you follow Jesus. That is life changing. If 
you're a sixth grader today and this could lock into your life, I'm telling you, it changes your middle 
school years. If you're a high schooler today, and this could lock in with you, that the Spirit of God 
lives in you, it will change your high school years. If you're an adult this morning, and you're here 
today saying, "I've tried. I've tried. I've tried," hear what the word of God is saying. The Spirit of God 
is not just with you, the Spirit of God is in you. It's a gift. 
 



When Jesus went away, He knew that the disciples were going to have troubled hearts. They 
were going to face tribulation. They were going to face some hard times. It was going to feel like 
they were going against the crowd. And when you go against the crowd, they can beat up on you 
along the way. But Jesus gave a Helper called the Holy Spirit who would be in you. 
 

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was alive, He was present, and He was working. But 
when you read through the Old Testament, right up to this day, the work of the Holy Spirit was 
temporary in the lives of people. He showed up by being on people and with people. See King Saul 
and King David in the Old Testament. Jesus is saying, "With Me coming and now Me going away, the 
Spirit of God is eternally not just on you, not just with you, but the Spirit of God is in you." 
 

This was before the book of Acts. Maybe you've heard of the day of Pentecost. It was the 
day when the disciples came together and this promise came true. The Spirit of God came and filled 
them and was in them. From that marker in history, all the way to this day, for every person who 
follows Jesus Christ by grace through faith, the Spirit of God comes at that moment to live in them. 
 

Listen, when you made decisions for Christ on Friday night and you stood up on your faith in 
Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God came down and filled you! That's amazing. That's new life! You passed 
from death to life, and your old self and your old life died right there. The Spirit of God came to live 
in you, and you are alive. 
 

There are two gifts Jesus gives you for you to live how He's called you to live. The Holy Spirit 
is first. He said that He would give another helper. “I will ask the father and the Father will give you 
another helper.” There are two words in the Greek language that are translated as "another." One of 
those Greek words means "something additional but different." There's another word for "another" 
in the Greek language that means "something additional, but the same." So which one is this? When 
John wrote this book in Greek, he wrote that Jesus said, "I'll ask the Father, and He will give you 
another helper." This word "another" was not something additional but different, it was something 
additional that is the same. 
 

He's saying that the Father is going to give you something more that's just like Me. This is 
what we call the Trinity. Jesus the Savior, God the Father, Holy Spirit the Helper, all equally God. God 
the Father - our sin has separated us from Him. Jesus the Savior came to this earth to die to pay for 
our sins. But then He rose again and made appearances. Then He ascended to heaven, and scripture 
tells us He's at the right hand of the Father interceding for us. He said, "I'll ask the Father to send 
another someone just like Me to be your helper while I'm gone." Wow. 
 

Jesus Christ becomes our helper. Another word for helper is advocate. An advocate is 
someone who shows up with you in court to speak for you. It's a paraclete - someone that comes 
along beside you and coaches you, encourages you, challenges you and says, "You've got this, you've 
got this. You can do this!" But He's not outside over here cheering you and giving you high fives. He's 
inside you living through you. You see, Jesus goes to the Father to be our advocate. Jesus goes to 



the Father to be our advocate before the Father. The Holy Spirit comes to us and lives in us to be 
the advocate for the Father to us. 
 

Jesus goes and makes intercession. Jesus goes and He pleads our case before the Father. The 
Holy Spirit comes to live in you to bear witness to you that God is in you, that God has saved you, 
and that God is your Father. Living in you today is an advocate for God. Living in you today is a 
helper that bears witness in you that you are a child of God. He's in you! 
 

You're going to get back to real life this week and think, "I've got a list of 24 things that are 
put in my notes to live and do for Jesus this week. Every Sunday I go to church, I get more things to 
do!" Here's the news - it's impossible for you to do them. Impossible. The only thing that is possible 
for you to live for Jesus is for the Spirit of God to come live in you and you die to self and He lives 
out through you. 
 

Jesus says, "I have come to give you another Helper. God will take residence in you." Have 
you ever felt alone? I've felt alone before. My 10th grade year, I changed schools. Two weeks before 
Christmas, I changed schools from Mt. Hope School, where we had 25 students in my grade to 
Muscle Shoals High School. It wasn't as big as Oconee or North Oconee, but to me it was like going 
to college. There were about 115 students in my grade, so it was a big change for me. Two weeks 
before Christmas, I walked into that school. I was feeling alone, scared, and afraid. 
 

I guess I had watched too many movies. I was afraid I was going to walk in front of the 
school mascot statue on the wrong side and everybody would laugh at me. I was so afraid I was 
going to go down the wrong hall, do the wrong thing, or speak to the wrong person. Some of you 
live that. Every day your stomach gets butterflies. You get a sick feeling every time you pull into the 
parking lot at school because you feel alone. It's even bigger now because you've made a 
commitment to Christ and you're going back into school thinking, "How am I going to live this out?" 
 

Think about this- at just the right moment, God has brought you into this room to hear this 
promise. "I will ask the Father and he will give you another helper to be with you forever." You are 
not alone. That's the news this morning. You are not alone.  

 
Look in verse 25: 
 

These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 
 
That's the work of the Spirit. God living in you is going to bring to your mind the things that 

He's taught you. He's going to bring to your mind the remembrance of the things that He's said to 
you. The Spirit of God living in you is going to keep saying, "This is what we're doing. Just follow Me. 
Just be obedient to Me. This is how you love Me." 
 



In verse 27, He says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” That alone, scared, and 
afraid time came up when I left for college. I went from that same community in Mount Hope and 
moved to Auburn. I graduated on the 1st of June, and 10 days later I moved four hours away to 
Auburn. I lived in an apartment by myself that summer on the edge of campus in an apartment that 
at time was already like 50 years old. I promise you, I'm telling you the truth, I was so alone. I would 
sit in that apartment some nights because I didn't know people and didn't know what to do. I 
probably shouldn't say this; I'm so embarrassed. The apartment was so infested with bugs, that I 
would turn the lights off in the kitchen and I would go sit down for 30 minutes. It became a game 
where I would come back and turn the lights on and see how many I could count that started 
running while the lights were off. 
 

Y'all knew I had issues, didn't you? I was so alone. Some of you are going to run right into 
that kind of aloneness and that kind of fear, that kind of trouble. The God of the universe is saying 
to you, “You are not alone. I have come to live in you.” And Jesus also says, “I give you my peace.” 
Well, what is this peace? It's a gift from Jesus. This peace that Jesus gives us means that there is a 
certain outcome, an assured outcome. Jesus is saying, "The world is going crazy around you. The 
world is chaotic around you. I'm telling you the outcome is already decided." Let's look at John 16:33, 
an amazing verse that would be worth underlining. In this verse, Jesus still hasn't gotten to the cross 
or been arrested yet. It is still Thursday night. He said, “I have said these things to you, that in me 
you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 
world.” 
 

For you and I living every day with the Spirit of God in us, we also have this gift from Jesus, 
and that's the peace of God for us. There is a decided outcome, and when you look and it looks like 
time has run out and you are way behind in the game of life. But remember this, that Christ your 
Savior and Lord has overcome the world. You win! 
 

You see, the trouble is that we let circumstances steal that peace. You're going to think "I'm 
not fitting in. I can't get the job I want. I can't get the grade I want. I don't have the relationship that 
I want." I love what Warren Wiersbe said: "For a follower of Jesus Christ, our peace is not based on 
the externals. It is based on the eternals." You see, our peace is not based on what's constantly 
changing around us. Our peace is based on the person Who never changes - Jesus Christ. 
 

So this morning when you're feeling alone and afraid, believe the truth. When you're feeling 
alone and afraid and overwhelmed, believe the truth. The truth is that you have a Helper, and you 
have the peace of Christ. Now, this passage of scripture points out something that's really 
important. He says in John 14:17: “Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” 
 

This is the reason it's so important. It is so important because there are some that the Spirit 
of God lives in and there are some that the Spirit of God does not live in. Hear me. I've spoken to 
you as a crowd this morning as if it's all of us. It comes up again and again and again in the entire 



book of John. It comes up in this passage of scripture here this morning. What separates those who 
have the Spirit of God living in them and those who don't have the Spirit of God living in them is 
Who you believe. If you've never believed Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, the Spirit of God is 
not living in you, and you are alone. No matter how many friends you have in this world, there's not 
a single one of those friends that can go with you into eternity to take care of your eternity. You are 
alone if you don't have the Spirit of God living in you. If the Spirit of God is not living in you, you 
have every reason in the world to be afraid. You shouldn't face another day. 

 
But if your faith is in Jesus Christ, you have no reason to be afraid, and you will never be 

alone. So today, if you have not received Jesus as your Savior and Lord, I want to invite you to this 
community of faith. I want to invite you to this family of faith. I want to invite you to this 
community that is characterized by the Spirit of God living in a life. You can move from being alone 
and having every reason for being afraid to receiving Jesus Christ as the One who died for you. Your 
Savior, your Lord, and God will come to live in you. 
 

God is with us, in us, and fighting for us. Go with me here for just a minute. You're in the 
huddle. It's 1.5 seconds left to go on the game. You're down by two. My hero in basketball always 
has been, I think always will be Michael Jordan. So you're in the huddle, and the coach says to you, 
"Now listen, Junior. There is a second and a half left to go. We need you to take the shot." Here's 
what he could do. He could say, "Now, remember we need a three. Keep your elbow in and when 
you go all the way out, reach in the cookie jar, follow through all the way through." He could do that. 
He could teach you. He could coach you. He could say, "Here's my iPad. Look, I want you to watch 
Michael Jordan right here. He takes a step toward the basket, and then he steps back and then he 
drains it. But you've got to put a little extra into it. See, watch it right here in the video." So he could 
train you. He could show you. But what if he could come to you and say this: "Listen, Junior, this 
right here, this is Jordan in a can. And before you go take this shot, I want you to drink every drop. 
And you don't have to remember what Jordan did. You don't have to remember what you practiced. 
Because when you get out there, you've got Jordan in you. Just take the shot and we will win." 
 

This morning, you don't have to remember everything I said. You don't have to remember 
everything Shep said. But I'm telling you this, if you've trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, 
God is in you. And when you go out there tomorrow, when you go out there this summer, when you 
go out there next year, just take the shot and let Him live through you. 


