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Let's open our Bibles to John chapter 12. We are working our way through this Gospel in the 
New Testament. John is the fourth Gospel that tells us the story of Jesus and why He came and what 
He did while He was here. John tells us that He gave us this book. He wrote this book to show us 
that Jesus was the Messiah, the promised King, the promised Savior. He showed us that Jesus was 
the Messiah so that we might believe, and that by believing we would have eternal life. He tells us 
that at the end of his writing in John chapter 21. So all the way through, we're looking at what John 
has brought together from his witness of the life of Christ to show us and to give us the proof that 
Jesus was who He claimed to be and that Jesus is worthy of our faith, worthy of our belief and that 
by believing in Him, we can have eternal life. We've called this series "New Life" because that's what 
is offered to us. 
 

Sometimes I meet people here at Watkinsville on Sunday that will say to me, "This is the first 
time I've ever been in a church service." It happens from time to time, and I usually can't believe it. 
My reaction to that is both excitement and amazement. I'm excited about that. That could be you 
this morning. It's exciting to me because I think about the point you are at in your life and all the 
things that God's been doing to get you here. It is exciting that now after however long you've been 
alive, you're in a place where I believe that you'll hear the best news you could ever hear this side of 
heaven. This is news that will make it possible for you to go to heaven and spend eternity in heaven. 
That's exciting. 
 

But it's also amazing to me because of the context in which I've lived. The reality is, I don't 
remember the first time that I was in church. The first time I went to church certainly was in the 
womb of my mom. Over the years church has been so much a part of my life. For decades, over and 
over again, sermon after sermon, church service after church service. The best I can tell, I think this is 
a very conservative estimate - in my lifetime, I've either listened to or I've preached more than 5,000 
sermons. That's kind of crazy! Some of you are doing the quick math and thinking, "I know he's over 
50 years old!" Listen, most of my life, we were like three sermon a week people or even four sermon 
a week people. 
 

I mean, my dad had the church key. I feel like he would just open the door sometimes and 
put us in there for another sermon. It was all the time - church, church, church, church. I think about 
it, and there's still so much left to learn, so much more to know. This year, I'm reading through the 
Bible chronologically, and I'm learning a lot. And by the way, I'm two days behind. I'm just going to 
confess that to you. So if you're struggling and you're not caught up, let's not quit. I'm not going to 
quit reading in the Bible. I'm making that commitment in front of you this morning. Let's keep 
reading. I'm excited about it and seeing things I haven't seen in a while. I'm even thinking, "Has that 
been in there the whole time?" I'm reading and excited about that. But I've got to tell you, there are 
times when preparing to preach or when I'm sitting down to another sermon or I'm reading the Bible 



and I think to myself, "God, just shoot straight with me. What do you want from me? I mean, if I can 
just get it right today, what do you want from me? Jesus, what do you want for me?" 
 

I want you to think about that for a second. However many years you've been in church, 
however many sermons you've heard, maybe it's your first time, maybe your 5,000th time. When 
you boil it all down, what do you think Jesus wants from you? What do you think Jesus wants for 
you? I think John 12 addresses that. It's an awesome place to be this morning where we can look and 
see that when it really comes down to it, this is what the 66 books of the Bible have been driving at 
the whole time. I want you to look here in John 12, beginning in verse 23: “And Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” 
 

Now this phrase, “the hour,” is in the New Testament over and over again. He says, "My hour 
is coming. My hour has not yet come.” Here, you get to the point where He's saying, "It's here! The 
hour is here!" What Jesus was doing by saying this statement is taking everything that has happened 
in history up until this point and everything that is going to happen in the future ahead and He's 
bringing it back to this one hinge moment of saying, "It's time. The hour is here. Everything that God 
has been saying and doing, the angels have been delivering, the prophets have been promising. 
Everything that John the Baptist came crying in the wilderness about. Everything that people in the 
future need to hear and know about life and eternity. It all comes here to this hour. It is here." 
 

And in this hour, what was Jesus doing? In John 12, we began learning about the last week in 
the life of Jesus. During the fall, we went through the first 11 chapters, and we covered a few years of 
Jesus's life. When we get to the whole second half of the book of John, it covers one week in the life 
of Jesus. Here in this chapter, it covers “the hour” in the life of Jesus. What happens in these last 11 
chapters of the gospel of John is that Jesus is arrested. He suffers and He's nailed to a cross, and on 
that cross He dies. They take Him off of that cross and He's buried. And on the third day, He rises 
back to life. Then after 40 days, He ascends to heaven. That's the hour. What does Jesus want from 
us in response to this hour? I want to read to you some verses of Scripture beginning in Matthew 4. 
I'm going to read a few verses in Matthew, a verse in Mark, and a few verses in John. While I read, 
keep this question in mind: what does He want? 
 

Let's start in Matthew 4:18: “While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
(who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” 
 

Now look at Matthew 9:9: “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew 
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he rose and followed him.” 
 

Matthew 16:24: “Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me.’” 

 
Mark 10:17: 



And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him 
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said 
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” And he said to him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 
and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  
 

John 1:43: “The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
‘Follow me.’” 
 

John 8:12: “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” 
 

John 12:24: 
 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor 
him. 

 
So here's the question. What does Jesus want from you? I think you've probably picked up 

on it that there's a two word sermon that Jesus has for you today. What does Jesus want from you? 
He wants you to follow Him. Now, I don't have to go into a long discourse of what it means to 
follow somebody. But I do want to answer this question for you. What is required for us to follow 
Him? If what Jesus wants from us and He restates it over and over and over again is for us to follow 
Him, what's required for us to follow Him? 
 

I believe the answer to that question is found in two brief illustrations that Jesus gives in 
verse 24. One of those illustrations has to do with a grain of wheat, and one of those illustrations 
has to do with our everyday life. When we think about following Jesus, serving Him means to follow 
Him. What's required for us to follow Him? Listen to these two illustrations. The first is about the 
grain of seed. He says in verse 24: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Now, here's the opportunity for me 
to use my horticulture degree. It finally came around! 
 

The picture here that Jesus gives is of taking a grain of wheat. When you look at it and you 
see it, that's one single seed. We can see it, set it on the shelf and look at it and say, "That's 
beautiful." That's great. We could boil that one grain of wheat and munch on it for a little while or 
chew on it for a little while. But here's what Jesus says. If you want to see that seed be what that 



seed was created to be, If you want to see that seed live out its purpose, if you want to see that seed 
bear fruit, there's one thing that seed's got to do. It's got to be buried. It's got to fall on the ground. 
It's got to be transformed. Everything that makes up that seed as moisture hits it, it swells, and it 
breaks open and the tissue inside of that seed becomes food and it feeds new life. Certainly for Jesus 
as He was approaching the cross was giving to them this picture that He himself would be lifted up. 
He himself would die. The picture in the context here is that for those that would follow Him, it's 
symbolized by a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies so that it can live the life that it was 
meant to live. 
 

The second illustration has to do with everyday life. It says in verse 25: “Whoever loves his 
life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” 
 

What is He saying? There are those who think, "I am loving life! I'm doing things my way and 
doing what I want to do!" Jesus says, "That's fine, but you're going to lose that life. It's temporary." 
You can pursue that life and you can live that life until you take your last breath, but then that life is 
over. But there's another life, and it's a life you can live here now that won't end when life on this 
earth is over. It will continue into life beyond the grave - eternal life. And He said: whoever loves his 
life, you're going to lose it. Whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. He's saying 
that there comes a time where if you're going to have real life, eternal life, you need a hatred for this 
life. You put that to death so that another life can live. 
 

What does Jesus want from you? He wants you to follow Him. What's required for you to 
follow Him? Death. Death to self. Death to your will, death to your way. For us to follow Jesus, we 
have to become like a seed that falls into the ground so that new life can come forth. For us to 
follow Jesus, our self will, our self loving life in this world must die so that His life can live through us. 
Jesus said in the passage we read earlier, unless you take up your cross, you cannot follow me. Jesus 
gave us the picture that His life was leading to the cross. For us to follow Him, we go to the cross. 
We have to die to self. We have to be crucified to self, and it is a daily dying to self for Christ to live 
in us.  

 
Now what is the evidence that we have died? I want to point out to you that for Jesus, this 

was an emotional time. This was not some time where He just came through and He was just 
twiddling His thumbs like, "Ain't life great? This is so fun." John 12:27 says: “Now is my soul troubled. 
And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name.”Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 
 

Jesus is saying that this death is troubling. If there is any other way, He would like to do it. 
But ultimately what He wants is to glorify God's name. And God says to His Son, Jesus, "You're doing 
it." The evidence that we have died is this: obedience to the Father. Jesus was being obedient to the 
Father. He would pray later in John and in the Garden of Gethsemane: "Father, let this cup pass from 
me, but nevertheless, not my will, but your will be done." 
 



For you and I to follow Jesus Christ, there is this daily coming to Him and saying, "Here's my 
will. Father, I die to myself. Don't let my flesh win. I want you to be on the throne. I want you to win. 
I'm following you and being obedient to the Father." 
 

Listen to Philippians 2:5:  
 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 

in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. 

 
Jesus was obeying the Father with His life. In fact, in John 12 where we started, in the very 

last verse, he says, “‘And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as 
the Father has told me.’” Jesus was saying, "I'm here, and I'm saying what the Father's told me to say. 
I'm doing what the Father told me to do. I am in obedience to my Father." 
 

Some of you may remember that several years ago, Mike and Phyllis Yankee introduced us 
to a ministry called Sermon on the Mount. We rented out the arena here at Milledge Avenue and 
this man brought horses and talked about training horses. He brought a wild horse into the arena 
over the course of that week. Each night, he would work with that wild horse and he would whisper 
to it and talk to it and guide it. He disciplined it and rewarded it and coached it. At the end of that 
week, he led that horse, and it would just walk gallantly around the arena. He would get on the now 
obedient horse and ride the horse with the horse obeying. 
 

What had happened? That horse had gone from being a wild stallion to being a horse that 
was responsive to his master. The picture here that we have shows us that Jesus wants us to follow 
Him. What's required for us to follow Him? Death to self. What is the evidence that we have died? 
Obedience to the Father. 
 

How do you know if you're obeying the father? So many times this is where the rules kick in. 
We are like the young guy that came and he said, "Tell me what commandments I need to keep to 
get eternal life." So Jesus said, "Don't lie, don't cheat, don't murder, don't steal. Honor Your father." 
He gives him this list of rules and the young guy is checking them all off, thinking, "Got it. Got it. Got 
it. I'm in." But no, Jesus says to him, "You're not in, because there's something else that's got your 
heart - your possessions. If you're going to follow me, you've got to leave everything behind. You've 
got to die to that stuff." 
 

How do we know that we're obeying the Father? Look with me in John 12:42. This verse is 
like a wall in Scripture; you can hardly read past it: “Nevertheless, many even of the authorities 
believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put 
out of the synagogue.” They knew about Jesus. They even believed that He was the Messiah, the 



One they had been waiting for. But they would not confess it. They would not own it. They did not 
confess it.  
 

Now, listen to this next verse. Verse 43: “for they loved the glory that comes from man more 
than the glory that comes from God.” Let that sit on your heart. They loved the glory that comes 
from man more than they loved the glory that comes from God. They believed Jesus was who He 
claimed to be, but they couldn't follow Him, because they knew that if they followed Him, the 
Pharisees would get mad at them. They wouldn't fit in anymore, and it was more important for them 
to fit in than it was for them to have eternal life. It was more important for them to get the 
Pharisees' approval.  

 
Can you imagine where we've got to go with this? We've got to go into everyday life. We've 

got to go in our workplace. We've got to go into our dreams. We've got to go into our schools. 
We've got to look into our goals and see if the following that I'm doing of Jesus is the kind of 
following that puts the glory of God on top of the glory of man. 
 

When the pressure comes, when the temptation comes, when the will of the flesh raises its 
head, what do we do? If you're following Jesus, we go to the cross. We go to the cross and we say, 
"Father, in my flesh this is what I want. This is the power I want. This is the popularity I want. These 
are the possessions I want. These are the people I want to know. This is who I want to click with. 
This is who I want to run with. This is where I want to live. This is what I want to do. This is what I'm 
after. I've got one life to live. I've got this fear of missing out, but Father, I want You to be glorified. I 
die to myself and I follow Christ." 
 

Now, here's the incredible promise. When we do that, we get new life. That's the whole crazy 
thing. When we die to self, we get a new life. We get abundant life. We get eternal life, and the 
amazing opportunity that you and I have as a church is to be great advertisements for God, to be 
great advertisements for the Almighty that this old life never was worth all of that anyway! That this 
new life is really where it all is! This new life is good in this life and this new life is good in eternal life. 
Just like Jesus died and rose again, you and I die and rise again to live day by day following King 
Jesus. 
 

I want to ask you, have you fallen on the ground? Find your Sunday paper and open it up. 
There's a cover that's been there for several weeks. The outside jacket of the Sunday paper has 
some cups with some sprouts coming out of them. It's a picture of new life. How do those sprouts 
come bursting out of that soil? It is because a seed was put there, buried there, and new life comes 
bursting forth to bear much fruit. 
 

I'm going to tell you that if you're going to know new life, if you're going to know eternal 
life, if you're going to follow Jesus, it means we die to self. It shows by being obedient to the Father. 
The way you're obedient to the Father is living a life that with each choice, we choose for Him to be 
glorified in our life. I want His praise, I want His commendation. I want His life to live through me 
more than I want this temporary life.  


