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I want to ask you right now to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John. As we open our 
Bibles, it is probably no surprise to you that I would ask you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of 
John, but it may be a surprise to you that I would ask you to open your Bibles to John chapter 4.  As 
we observe communion this week, I want to go back to a passage in John 4. This is what some might 
say is a side story of the chapter. With just a quick glance at John chapter 4, we would recognize that 
this is the chapter that deals with Jesus at the well with the Samaritan woman. That conversation 
basically dominates the whole chapter. When we worked through John chapter 4 a few weeks ago, 
that's what we focused on. We talked about how Jesus had this conversation with her that led to her 
hearing Jesus speak to her heart. She goes back to Sychar, her city there in Samaria, and she tells 
people that she's met someone who told her everything she ever did. She thinks it's the Christ. 
People come out, and they see Jesus at the well, and many of them believe that He is the Christ, that 
He is the Messiah, and that He is the son of God.  

 
But there is another conversation that happens in John chapter 4. It seems like something 

that is there to get you to the next part of the story. But I want to suggest to you that this little side 
story may actually be the main story. This little side story, this second conversation is actually the 
story that Jesus is driving home in this passage. The second conversation took place with His 
disciples. It took place with His followers, people that were learning from Christ, people that He was 
spending time with. It applies specifically to us as followers of Jesus Christ today. This story of the 
woman at the well perhaps is application. It is the illustration of this main story that Jesus is driving 
home about what's going on at the well. Jesus is in this scene where the woman has been addressed, 
and she is about to leave and go to her city. By the time He finishes the conversation with His 
disciples, they're coming back from the city to meet Jesus and hear more from Him. In the going of 
the woman and the coming of the crowds toward him, Jesus has a conversation with the disciples.  

 
Look at verse 27: 
 

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?”  So the woman left 
her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told 
me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” They went out of the town and were coming to 
him. 
 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”  But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Has 
anyone brought him something to eat?” 
 



That is a little humorous to me. I think there's this constant battle going on with the disciples 
trying to live in every day physical life and Jesus just keeps wanting to talk about the soul. He keeps 
wanting to talk about eternity. He keeps taking everything that's going on in everyday life and 
making it about eternal life. He does it again at this moment of hunger. It was like the disciples were 
hangry. Have you ever been hangry? Where you get so hungry that you just get frustrated? My kids 
know when dad’s hangry! The disciples do not understand how He could not want to eat. But Jesus 
said to them in verse 34: 

 
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish 

his work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell 
you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one who 
reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 
rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to 
reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their 
labor.” 
 
There is a massive truth that I want to drive home to you today about what's going on with 

Jesus in the Gospel of John. It's not the original purpose that John wrote the Gospel for. John wrote 
by stacking miracle upon miracle sign upon sign, teaching upon teaching to do a very specific thing - 
“that you might know that Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ and that by believing you may have 
life.” He is writing this apologetic to say, “He made these claims, and you can believe Him as the 
Christ! Here are all the reasons and the evidence!” He presents this body of evidence that Jesus really 
is the Son of God, the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior of the world. We believe that, we receive Him, 
and then we receive eternal life. But as John records the miracles and the signs and the teachings, he 
captures the words of Jesus and there is a testimony. There's a phrase; there's a story that Jesus 
repeats over and over and over again. And it's this: “I have come to do the will of the Father.”  

 
It comes through when He makes comments like, “I have been sent by the Father” or when 

He makes statements of “I can only do what my Father has said. What I am saying to you comes 
from the Father. I'm here to accomplish the work of the Father.” It's come up many times in the 
chapters leading up to John chapter 9. When we pick up in John chapter 10, you'll see it all the way 
through to the end that Jesus keeps making this statement: “I’m here because the Father sent me. 
I'm here to do the will of the Father. I'm here to do the work of the Father. The words I speak come 
from the Father. All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me from the Father.” It keeps 
coming through again and again and again - that Jesus is here on mission. I want that to be etched 
in your mind and to be branded on your heart. To know that Jesus came to do the will of the Father. 
His death on the cross, His message of salvation, His resurrection, His commission - He was doing 
that in obedience to His Heavenly Father.  

 
Why is that so critical? Why would that matter? I'm certain there are a lot of reasons. There's 

one major reason for where we are today. It is the very words of Christ in John chapter 20 after His 
death, after His burial, after His resurrection, and before He ascended to heaven. In John 20 Jesus 
says, “Even as the Father has sent me, so send I you.” Jesus came with the message of salvation sent 



by the Father. And now today through generations, you and I go sent by the Son. “Even as the 
Father has sent me, so send I you.”  

 
I want to offer you today that your greatest satisfaction for living - the quenching of your 

thirst and satisfying of your hunger - is all wrapped up in you fulfilling the purpose of your life. And 
that is to do the will of the Father. Today, maybe you find yourself in a constant life of thirst where 
you always need something else. Or maybe you have a constant state of hunger in your soul where 
you constantly want to try something new. You find yourself wandering around a little bit lost and in 
darkness. Do you know what you're missing? Do you know what hasn't connected? It hasn't 
connected that to believe in the Living Water and believe in the Bread of Life, the Light of the world 
- means that it will translate into doing the will of the Father. Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of 
Him who sent me.” When they wanted to talk about temporary, He wanted to talk about eternal. 
When they wanted to talk about satisfying a day's worth of hunger, He wanted to talk about 
satisfying an eternal life of hunger. He said, “My food, my satisfaction is to do the will of Him who 
sent me and to accomplish His work.”  

 
I want to give you this challenge in one long sentence here. Do the will of the Father now, 

rejoicing together with others, all the way to the finish line. That's the big idea this morning. Do the 
will of the Father now, rejoicing together with others, all the way to the finish line. Let’s break it 
apart. The will of the Father: our life is purposed for, built for, made for, and still here for what Jesus 
has given us to do. He came with a purpose and a mission and a passion to do the will of the Father. 
His mission, His passion, His satisfaction - what brought Him to this earth, what drove Him every day 
and what fed Him daily was this priority of doing the will of the Father and accomplishing the work 
of the Father. The battle every day is over the wants of the flesh and the will of the Father. I’m in 
this with you! Every moment of the day - when we sleep, when we are awake,  24 hours a day, 7 
days a week - there is this bombardment for the world saying, “Here's a temporary fix for the hunger 
of your life.” Jesus is saying to us, “Here is an eternal fix for the hunger of your life. Here’s why you 
were made. Here’s why you're still breathing. Here's why you're still living. It is for the will of the 
Father!” 

 
So ask yourself today, “Is my life submitted to the will of the Father?” Matthew 6 says, “Seek 

ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added unto you.” So 
before you’re worried about food, shelter, and clothing, here is the very first thing you’ve got to do. 
Put the kingdom of God first. Put the will of God first. You’ve got to put the priority of your 
Heavenly Father first. It is what you were made for. Do the will of the Father. When? Now. Not next 
week. 

 
He says in verse 34: 

 
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish 

his work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell 
you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one who 
reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life. 



 
He’s saying that the time is now, it is not four months from now. It is not four years from 

now. To do the will of the Father is now! Seize the moment! In your life, you may have God on hold. 
You’ve put Him in the waiting room. I've heard people say before, “I’m working real hard right now 
and I'm trying to build my career and try to take care of all the things. But I'm telling you, pastor, 
when I retire I want to serve the Lord with every day I have left!” Do you know what Jesus would 
say? Do the will of the Father now. You're not guaranteed another day. You don't have the promise 
of tomorrow. When you get into retirement, do you know what's going to happen? The battle is 
going to rage as strong as when you're retired as it rages today as a young adult. God is coming to 
you this morning. I believe it's not by accident that He is looking at you saying, “I’ve brought you in 
this room today to challenge you not to put me off. Don’t put my will off. Don't put my plans off for 
your life. Do the will of the Father now!”  

 
If you don’t know what it is, just ask Him! He doesn’t want to hide that from you. Do the will 

of the Father now. When it is harvest time it's got to be gathered right then. You don't put the 
harvest off. There are a few of people here in the room who have lived long enough to remember 
that there was a day when schools had to shut down for one reason - it was a farming community, 
and it was harvest time. Nothing else was as important as getting the harvest in when it was time. 
Jesus is saying to us in this passage, “I don’t need to eat physical food right now to be satisfied. I'm 
here on a mission. I'm here to do the will of the Father. I'm here to accomplish His work.”  

 
Do the will of the Father now rejoicing. You may think you're happy now, but I want to tell 

you, friends that there is no joy that is anywhere close to measuring the joy of the right in the center 
of the will of God. In Hebrews 12, it says, “For the joy that was set before him he endured the cross.” 
To rejoice means to express gratitude. It means to praise the Lord. It means to celebrate. It's the 
showing and saying and singing. It's the body language of being a part of something that matters 
for eternity.  

 
Do the will of the Father now rejoicing together with others. Jesus says in verse 36: 
 

Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so 
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and 
you have entered into their labor.” 
 
What a great testimony. What a great truth for us. Some sow, and some reap. But the sower 

and the reaper work together. But altogether, the harvest is brought in. It's not a one person task, 
but it starts in the heart of one person. It is not a one church task to advance the kingdom, but it 
starts in the heart of one church. It is not a one generation task, but it starts in the heart of one 
generation. One person, one church, one generation submitted wholeheartedly to the will of God 
gets to see the mission of God accomplished for eternity. Together with others.  

 



We need to go all way to the finish line. Jesus Christ lived, died, was buried and rose again. 
When He was on the cross, He declared out loud “It is finished.” When did He say it? At His death! 
We don’t finish when we put in one month’s time of serving. We don’t finish when we give one time. 
We don't finish when we serve one year. We don't finish when we've done 20 years of of spiritual 
labor. Do you know when we finish? The finish line is when we take our last breath before we make 
our entrance to heaven! I'm calling on you today, friends to not lay down the plow, to not lay down 
the task! To do the will of the Father now, rejoicing together with all of us together to the very finish 
line. Go all the way to the finish line. Take your life all the way to the end until you see Jesus and say, 
“Here I am! I ran the good race all the way to the end!” Don't quit! Don’t stop! Don't give up! Do the 
will of the Father now, rejoicing together with others, all the way to the finish line.  
 


