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Let's open our Bibles today to John chapter 21. For about nine months, we have been inviting 

you to open your Bibles to the gospel of John, and today we do that for the last time. It's kind of sad 
in a way. You journey nine months with someone, and even though we've never seen John, you feel 
like you know him and you feel like you know his heart. You feel like you know what he was trying 
to do. He has given to us this book that bears his name, "The Good News from John," or "The Gospel 
of John." He was a disciple, a follower of Jesus. He had answered the call to follow Jesus. He had 
served him as His apostle. 

This letter we're reading was written by John when he was about 90 years old. It was about 
50 years after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. From what we can tell, it's about 30 years 
after the death of Simon Peter. That's important for us as we read through this last chapter because 
of the details that the apostle John includes in this final word about a resurrected savior. 
Today, I want to speak to you about how to deal with uncertainty in your life and how to find the 
next step in what God is calling you to do in your life. I'm not a movie expert. I don't see a ton of 
movies. I've missed most of the movies that you would think were classics and the movies that you 
would think that you could not live without seeing, I've not seen. For example, and this is going to 
take me down a notch in a lot of your eyes, I've never seen a single Star Wars movie. I know that's 
stunning to a lot of you, but that's just the way it is. I've seen some of the Avenger movies, not all - 
I've not seen the newest. A few weeks ago, I took my son Wilson, our 15 year old, to see Captain 
Marvel. I don't know the routine, I just know they're very long movies. I have seen the beginning and 
the end of a lot of movies. In this particular movie, when we were finishing it up, Wilson said, "Keep 
your seat, it's not over." And I said, "Oh it's over. We're done." And he said, "No, it's not over." So the 
credits started rolling and we've been there a couple of hours and I was ready to go. But he kept 
saying, "It's not over Dad." And I said, "Okay." So then I'm standing up, and he's still seated and I'm 
like, "The credits are rolling. It's over." 
 

I'm in the dark hall that leads to the steps. I'm looking over the rail, and he's just watching 
the screen and the credits. And sure enough, after several minutes, hundreds and hundreds of 
names, those last few names are leaving the top of the screen, and all of a sudden, boom! Captain 
Marvel is back on again for about 20 seconds and I'm like, "It's not over!" Then you find out some 
pretty important information for the next movie. 

 
When I think of that, I realize that's a lot like what happens with John 21. Last week in John 

20, we read about how Jesus has died, He's been buried and we celebrated in big fashion. John gave 
us the details that Jesus lived. He was crucified, He was buried and He rose again and people saw 
Him, He convinced them, He showed them His scars in His hands. He showed them a scar in his side 
where He had been pierced with a sword. And John even wraps up that chapter by saying, "I've told 
you all of this. I've shown you all the signs that you would believe. And this is it! If you believe, you 
will have new life, you'll have eternal life. Believe that Jesus is the Christ!" And we close that up and 



we sing and we celebrate and we're excited. Then you come back and you realize, we're not done 
with John yet. There's another chapter. 

 
Don't miss this. There's two chapters of life about Jesus after His death. Who else can you 

say that about? Here's two chapters of Jesus being alive after His death. John chapter 21 gives us a 
sense almost like the credits rolled, the movie's over. John lays down his pen, takes a breath, and 
then thinks again about something else you need to know. 

 
Look at it in John 21:1 - "After this-" there is a lot of weight on those two words. "After this", 

is after all that John has said in 20 chapters. After His life, death, burial, resurrection and after His 
appearances, "After this, Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the sea of Tiberius." 

 
Sea of Tiberius is one of three names that's used in the new testament for the same body of 

water, sometimes sea of Tiberius, sometimes sea of Gennesaret, Sometimes Sea of Galilee, all the 
same body of water, about 60 miles north of Jerusalem. We've spent the last several weeks in the 
last several chapters in Jerusalem with Jesus in His final week of life. Now, Jesus has risen from the 
grave and the disciples have gone back to their hometown, back to the familiar area of water and 
they're on the sea of Tiberius, and Jesus shows up there. 

 
And here's the account of how Jesus showed up. Look at verse two. "Simon Peter, Thomas 

(called the twin), Nathaniel of Canaan in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee." That was James and John and 
two others of his disciples. We don't know their names. "They were together. Simon Peter said to 
them, 'I'm going fishing.'" 

 
I love the reality of that statement and the rawness of that. Jesus died. He called us to follow 

Him. He's buried and we've seen Him and now what? Peter says, "I'm going fishing." 
 
"They said to him, 'We will go with you.' They went out and got into the boat, but that night 

they caught nothing. Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore. Yet the disciples did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, children, do you have any fish? They answered him, 'No.' 
He said to them, 'Cast the net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.' So they cast it 
and now they were not able to haul it in because of the quantity of fish. That disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, therefore said to Peter, 'It is the Lord!'" And that's John himself. He says to Peter, "It is the 
Lord." "When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord he put on his outer garment for he was 
stripped for work and threw himself into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat dragging the 
net full of fish for they were not far from the land but about a hundred yards off." 

 
I've always wondered when I read that when Simon Peter jumped in the water, I wonder if he 

thought, "I wonder if I'll be able to walk." He tried that once before, remember? He had stepped out 
onto the water once before and took a few steps. 

 



Verse nine "When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place and fish laid out on 
it and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you've just caught.' So Simon Peter 
went aboard and hauled the net ashore full of large fish. 153 of them." 

 
We will ask in heaven one day, why did you number the fish? We don't know. 153 of them. 

 
"And although there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, 'Come and 

have breakfast.' Now, none of the disciples dared ask him, 'Who are you?' They knew it was the Lord. 
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them. And so with the fish. This was now the third 
time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead." 

 
Now we have a one-on-one conversations with Jesus and Simon Peter. Remember Simon 

Peter had denied Jesus three times. They said to him, "You're one of His." 
"No." 
"You're a follower of His." 
"No." 
"You're with Him, aren't you?" 
"No." 
And the rooster crowed. He saw Jesus on the cross. He went out and He wept bitterly. So the story 
goes. 
 

Verse 15: "When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 'Simon, son of John'", 
not John the writer here, just John, Simon Peter's dad's name, son of John. "'Do you love me more 
than these?' He said to him, 'Yes Lord, you know that I love you.' He said to him, 'Feed my lambs.' He 
said to him a second time, 'Simon, son of John, do you love me?' He said to him, 'Yes Lord, you know 
that I love you.' He said to him, 'Tend my sheep.' He said to him the third time, 'Simon, son of John, 
do you love me?' Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, 'Do you love me?' And he 
said to him, 'Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, 'Feed my 
sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever 
you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands and another will dress you and 
carry you where you do not want to go.' 

 
What does that mean? John, I believe writing 30 years after the death of Jesus now knows 

what that means and you see that he included it there. He wrote: "This he said to show by what kind 
of death he was to glorify God. And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 20 Peter turned 
and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against 
him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw 
him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain 
until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among the 
brothers2 that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If 
it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 24 This is the disciple who is bearing 
witness about these things, and who has written these things, and owe know that his testimony is 



true. 25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 

 
Uncertainty. What do you do next? What's the next move? Maybe some of you can identify 

with Simon Peter today. You're not sure. You've believed. You've trusted Christ. Maybe it's been 10 
years, maybe it's been 10 days. You believe that Jesus is your savior and Lord, but you're not sure 
what to do with that. You don't know what He's saying to your heart right now. One thing is for 
sure, when you've encountered a risen Savior, the next thing to do is not business as usual. I hope 
this week, even though it's just one Sunday after we celebrated a risen Savior, I hope you haven't left 
Easter back at last weekend. 

 
I hope when you walk out today and we talk about a risen Savior, that that's not the end of 

your walk with Jesus. I hope that you take Him into your Sunday night, you take Him into your 
Monday morning, and you take Him into the rest of your week. You take Him into your summer. 
And the resurrected Savior is still having an impact on your life and on where you go and what you 
do. Remember the promise? John says, "I've written these things that you might believe and that by 
believing you will have life." Well then, what do you do with that life? How do you live it? What's 
next? It's not a card we carry around in our pocket, like an insurance card that we just take out 
anytime we need it. It's not like we're going to say when we get to heaven, "I've got my card here 
somewhere. Here it is, punch my card." 

 
Eternal life starts when you believe in Jesus. What's the walk? What's the step? What's the 

due of following Jesus? That's where I believe the disciples were. There are seven of them here. 
Think about what they've been through and the chaos of these three years. They'd left their nets. 
They're following Jesus. He's given them signs, He's done miracles, He's predicted His death. They 
were expecting an earthly kingdom. They thought Jesus was literally going to sit on a throne and 
Rome would be overthrown and they were the inside guys and they would be able to be a part of his 
cabinet and rule with Him. But here He is, and instead, He's dying. He's talking about a kingdom to 
come that's of the Spirit. What's happening? Simon Peter's thinking, "Ok, I've seen Him alive, but 
what now? I'm just going to go fishing." 

 
Here's what I want to do. I want to walk you through how to know what the next step is if 

you're in a place of uncertainty and you're not sure that God has a plan for your life or how He 
wants to use you. Number one: revisit the familiar. These seven disciples, they were not still in 
Jerusalem. They were in Galilee. They were 60 miles north of Jerusalem. They've found their way 60 
miles north of the capital city. They're in Galilee and you know what? This was their home and this 
was their job and they revisit the familiar. When Peter can't make sense of it all, he said, "I've just got 
to do something and go somewhere that I'm familiar with." I've kind of been put out with Peter a 
little bit in the past over this. It was kind of my thought that he was running from God. I've preached 
it before that he was abandoning the plan of God. As I read through it, I realize Jesus did not rebuke 
him for fishing again. Jesus didn't abandon him. He shows up there. I really think that here, Simon 
Peter was not looking for comfort, he was looking for calm. 

 



He was looking for some way to let it all kind of shake out by doing what he knew to be 
familiar. He was going to go back and you know what? You know what had happened in these 
familiar places? He met Jesus there. God had done some work there. He goes back to those that 
familiar places as a way to try to get his bearings and understand what's next. 

 
I did this early in my call to ministry as a junior in college when I was saved. I was a senior in 

college when I publicly shared that I believed God was calling me to be a pastor. From time to time I 
would go back and I would work for my dad at our nursery business. I would come in on a Friday and 
work all day on a Saturday and go back to school. Then somebody might ask me, "Hey, what did you 
do this weekend?" 

 
And I would jokingly say, after spending a full day in the field or a full day in the greenhouses, 

"I was confirming my call." What I was doing there, what would happen over the course of that day 
was I realized that I had my hands in something that I was not supposed to do the rest of my life. It 
was not going to be business as usual. I was familiar with it. It was home. I knew how to sell plants. I 
knew how grow Bermuda grass and Zoysia grass. I knew how to make a sale. But as I did that, I 
realized that's not what God has for me. You need to revisit the familiar places. I did it in 2015 as 
well. I remember I was struggling with my own place as a pastor and my role as a pastor. It was a 
time of uncertainty at the end of 2015, and I took some time off here from the church. I was away 
for two months. The very first trip that I took was a one night trip to Cleveland, Tennessee. 

 
Why Cleveland? Because as a 26 year old in 1993 - this was 2015 - but as a 26 year old in 1993, 

Macedonia Baptist Church had asked me to come be their pastor. For eight years I served there as 
their pastor. When I was struggling trying to figure out what God was doing in my life, something 
that I wanted to run to was a familiar place where I had seen God work. I took off to Cleveland and I 
spent the night with Arnold and Nancy Humbard, a couple in their seventies. Arnold was dramatically 
saved one morning in a worship service. I knew they loved me and I wanted to eat at their table, 
enjoy some amazing food, and just let them love on me for a little bit. I remember there in 
Macedonia while I was driving around that 24 hours, Wylie Wooten, who was an insulator by trade, 
and kind of a rough, crusty guy on the outside, but tender underneath that hard shell. 

 
I remember that very first night I met him, as a 26 year old, over dinner. He was chairman of 

deacons and he was just shaking his head and he said, "I can't believe I'm about to let a 26 year old 
be my pastor." And I said, "Me either." For the next eight years they pastored me more than Carla 
and I ever pastored them. But back there in 2015 I just needed to see a familiar place cause here's 
number two: in those familiar places, look for the signs of the Saviors work in your life when you 
take that journey back. Some of you don't need to walk an aisle today, you need to get in your car 
this afternoon and drive somewhere. Drive to that spot, drive to that stream, drive to that 
apartment complex, drive to the front of that dorm, drive to that place where you use to be or at 
least go there in your mind. And as you think about that familiar place, begin to think about the 
ways that the Savior began to work in your life back in those days. You don't know what to do right 
now, but you know looking back what he was doing there, you can see it. The picture, like a Polaroid, 
has developed over time. As you read through these verses, I think Jesus was taking these disciples 



down memory lane just a little bit. They're fishing in the Sea of Galilee. They fished all night and they 
did not catch a thing. Does that ring a bell? 

 
You know where we've heard that before. You know the last time that the disciples had told 

Jesus, we've fished all night and didn't catch a thing. Luke chapter five, when they were fishermen by 
trade, Jesus got Peter's boat and put out a little bit and taught from there. And then he said to 
Simon Peter, put out into the deep water and let down your nets. And what did Simon Peter say? In 
Luke five, we fished all night and we didn't catch a thing. So he let down the nets in the daytime and 
pulled up so much fish that it broke the nets, and Simon Peter says, woe is me. I'm a sinner. And here, 
walking back down memory lane, he has him back at the Sea of Galilee, back at the Sea of Tiberius, 
and they're fishing and he and he calls out to him from the shore, "Hey, got any fish?" 
 
"No." 
 

"Let down your nets on the other side." They pulled so many fish up. What did John say? 
After letting down those nets and he caught so many fish, what was the first thing that came to his 
mind? It is the Lord. They'd gone back to a familiar place. They saw where Jesus had worked before. 
He reminds them, "Remember what I did? This all got started with us out by the water before when I 
called you and in Luke five Jesus said this, "when they brought up those fish, he said to the disciples 
that day, 'You no longer will catch fish, but you will be catchers of men.'" You know it from King 
James version, "You will be fishers of men" and I think right here, Jesus is reminding them, look, 
you're trying to figure out what's next. You've seen a resurrected Savior. You've come back to a 
familiar place. Don't stay here. You aren't made to catch fish. You're just here right now to remember 
what I told you to do. You're just here to remember how I've worked, but it goes on. He says He 
takes the bread and the fish. They're on the grill and He takes the bread and he begins feed them. I 
think when they saw that bread and fish in the minds of some of those seven disciples, they saw the 
5,000 on the hillside with bread and fish that Jesus was breaking and feeding there. Listen to this 
phrase, verse 13 John 21, "Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them." When was the last 
time we read in scripture, "Jesus took the bread." 
 

Upper room. Communion. Lord's Supper. Imagine that moment when he took the bread, and 
He gave it to them. Those scar marked hands handing that bread to them. Their remembrance in 
their mind. Remember when he washed our feet? Remember when we were in the upper room. 
Remember when he said, "Do this in remembrance of me." What am I saying to you? What I'm 
saying is, as you're trying to figure out what to do next, go to those familiar places and look for the 
signs of where God worked. See what the Lord said, see what the Lord wanted you to do. And then 
number three, do this: wrestle with life's most important question. What is life's most important 
question? Jesus asked it here three times. "Do you love me?" You go to those places where Jesus has 
spoke, where he's called you, where he's directed you, where he said, "This is what I want you to do. 
This is how I want you to live." And Jesus is saying to them now, "Do you love me? More than these? 
Do you love me? Do you love me?" And in those familiar places, in order for us to keep moving on 
beyond the familiar by faith and in obedience, we've got to wrestle with who do we love. 

 



The very first question is different than the other two. The very first question in verse 15, he 
says, "Do you love me more than these?" Hundreds of papers and tons of speculation and debate 
have been, what did he mean by "more than these?" Do you love me more than these? There's no 
indication we don't have the visual. We don't know if he pointed at the sea. We don't know if he 
pointed at each other. We don't know. Walking with Simon Peter, if he looked back and pointed at 
the other disciples or the crowds over on the other side of the sea. Maybe he pointed at the boat 
and the net and the 150 maybe now 142 fish. Who knows how many they ate. Do you love me more 
than these? And it's a question every one of us has to ask and wrestle with. Do you love me more 
than the familiar? Do you love me more than the comfortable? Do you love me more than what 
you've always known? Do you love me more than people? Do you love me more than people's 
pleasure? Do you love me more than self? Do you love me? Do you love me? Do you love me? Great 
temptation for us is to love the things of this world so much that it keeps us from taking the next 
step that God wants us to do. Number four, follow him to death. 

 
How was Simon Peter going to show that he loved the Lord. How is he going to be a 

wholehearted follower of Jesus? He had commit to follow him to death. He goes from saying, feed 
my sheep, feed my sheep, feed my sheep, to talking about the costs that was going to lead to his 
death. He says, "Truly, truly. I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk 
wherever you wanted, but when you're old, you will stretch out your hands and another will dress 
you and carry you where you do not want to go". John now knows that it's referring to his death. 
History tells us that Simon Peter was crucified, but he demanded, out of respect and honor for the 
way Jesus died, that he would be crucified upside down. He died as a martyr for his faith. Some will. 
Last Sunday, how quick the new cycle changes, but last Sunday when we were celebrating Easter, 
our best clothes, our best music, best food, reports start to roll in that in Sri Lanka, hundreds upon 
hundreds had gathered for worship in different churches who believed in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. Just by being gathered there in the name of Jesus, bombs exploded. Hundreds were killed. 
They had followed him to death. This sounds kind of hard. 

 
It is hard. 
 

Many times we live in fear and we've refused the will of God because we've been unwilling to 
die to ourselves first before we'd ever died in the flesh. We died to our flesh, we died to ourselves 
and follow him. If you want to take the next step with Jesus, it has be a time where we're willing to, I 
mean even like Job said, "Though he slay me, I will praise him." Number five and last, we've got to 
avoid being distracted by another disciples journey. Simon Peter, here even close to the end, it's 
getting time for Jesus to ascend to heaven. Peter turns after Jesus says to him, "Follow me" and he 
sees John walking behind him and he's so Carlos in this scene, he's so normal. He looks at John and 
he says, "Yeah, okay, I'm going to die. You want me to follow you? You want me to feed sheep?" 
I know you love him. What about him?" And it feels like Jesus kind of bows up a little bit on him, that 
he deepens his voice. Any maybe turns as they're walking and almost nose to nose. And he says with 
the firmness, "If it is my will that he remain until I come. What is that to you?" And then Jesus said 
singular, the Greek word for you is "singular." He says, "You follow me." 
 



Great temptation for us, a great distraction for us when God's got the next thing for us to 
do, is to start looking around and get paralyzed back comparison. And we might say, well, what 
about that church? Why aren't you doing that with them? What about that believer? This doesn't 
seem fair that I've got to do this, that I've got to go there, that I've got to lay this down, that others 
can, but I can't, or that I must, but they don't. Don't get distracted in your next move with God. 
Don't get distracted by another's journey. 

God's writing a story in their life that you could never live. It's not your story. Manley Beasley 
was a well known preacher many years ago and was known as having a powerful intimate walk with 
Christ. I remember hearing a story from him and I paraphrase where he said, an individual said to him 
one time, "brother Manley, I wish I could pray like you pray. I wish I was as close to Jesus as you are. I 
wish I could preach like you preach." Which Manley Beasley just responded, "Really?" 

 
Manley Beasley had at least two dozen different diseases and sicknesses, constantly over 

and over and over again. Debilitating health issues in his life that continued to push him down and 
push him down and push him down. It's easy for us to look at the Instagram world of other lives and 
churches and friends and say, man, I want their life. Jesus looks at you this morning and he says, you 
follow me. You follow me. 

 
Finally, I'd ask you this: If a risen Savior appeared before you today and he asks you one 

question, what might it be? I don't think it's, "do you love me." I think if he were to stand before you 
today, he might ask you something like this: "You got any fish?" 

 
Why that? 
 

Because maybe he would see in your life that you're in a place of familiarity. Just doing what 
you've always done, but you're not really getting anything in the net. And if you would acknowledge 
that you're doing things your way instead of his way, you might hear him say, "I know it seems 
unusual, but put your nets over on the other side and let me show you what I can do." 
 
Let's pray together. 
 


