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Let’s open our Bibles to Genesis chapter 2. Today is designated as Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday across our land, and tomorrow is designated as Martin Luther King Day 
across our nation. It’s intriguing to me that both of those events, both of those 
recognitions take place basically on the same weekend. And you might wonder- 
what's going on there? How can that happen? What’s the connection there?  
 
Well, when we think about Martin Luther King and what his life was devoted to, his 
legacy is that he led nonviolent protests against racial discrimination. And when we 
think about sanctity of human life; we’re talking about our value of life, the 
sacredness of life. For a number of years in our nation, when we hear the term 
“sanctity of human life,” we immediately are drawn to the subject of abortion. It's 
been so much a part of the conversation in our nation since the early 70s when the 
Supreme Court made abortion on demand legal. When we think today about 
sanctity of human life, it goes a lot further than that; it covers a lot more subjects 
beyond abortion.  
 
We live in a nation today that is increasingly open to assisted suicide. We technically 
call that euthanasia. The word euthanasia comes from two Greek words. When you 
put them together- one Greek word meaning good , the second Greek word meaning 
death . Euthanasia is a word that is used to describe a good death. They use that 
word because when a person is approaching at a time in life where the pain and 
suffering disease is so great, they push toward being able to legally end their life with 
the assistance of someone else. When we talk about the sanctity of human life, it 
touches on abortion; it touches on euthanasia, but it also touches on the way we 
treat the poor. It touches on the way that we treat the homeless. It touches on the 
way that we treat refugees or immigrants or just anyone that may have a life that's 
different than us. 
 
Today, this message is not about abortion. The next 30 minutes are not going to be 
spent talking about euthanasia. This is not a message on racial reconciliation. We’re 
not going to spend the next 30 minutes talking about race issues. Today's message is 
the sermon before those. Today's message is the message that comes before we talk 
about abortion and racial issues and euthanasia. Today's message is all about life, 
and I want to share with you what God's word says about life and present to you a 
very straightforward succinct outline and description of the doctrine of life.  
 
For many of us, we live in a day where we are on a constant feed of media gathered 
and media presented news. Many of you in this room sit in classrooms; you're in a 
very intense educational learning time of your life, and you are being instructed in a 
lot of different ways, be that in some kind of a school system or a college or 
university. And it's very easy for our convictions, our beliefs, and our opinions about 



issues like abortion or race to be based on our political leanings, what political party 
we identify with, what media is saying to us about life and race issues, what a 
professor or a teacher is saying to us, or what a social studies class is offering to us. 
And I want to take just 30 minutes this morning to back that up a little bit and just 
say: would you consider building your convictions and beliefs somewhere else other 
than those areas? Don't let your political leanings or your political party or your class 
at school set for you the course of life on what you believe on an issue like life. And 
so I want to come to you and just take a few minutes to look in God's word and see 
what it has to say about life. 
 
Look in Genesis chapter 2, beginning in verse four. It says, 
 
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in 
the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. When no bush of the 
field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the 
Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the 
ground, and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of 
the ground— then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
Look in verse 18: Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the Lord God had 
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to 
the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of 
the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a 
helper fit for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and 
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that 
the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to 
the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 
 
The doctrine of life. There are four statements about life that just track through the 
story of God's word from Genesis to Revelation. Number one: life is created by God. 
Life is created by God. There are two supporting tenets to that statement: life is 
created by God according to his will and in his image. Life is created by God 
according to his will and in his image. When you look at these verses, you see that 
God says in verse seven: “Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 
creature.” You look in verse 21 of chapter 2: “So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 



flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a 
woman.” If you back up just a few verses in Genesis chapter 1, you have Genesis 
chapter 1 telling us across seven days what God did. Day one, day two, day three, day 
four- you come to day six, and you see God creating man. Look in verse 26- Genesis 
1:26:  
 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.”  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 
 
When we read those verses, immediately we’re so drawn to this: God created us in 
his image, and we talk often about being created in his image, but before we get to 
being created in his image, I want you to grab ahold of this truth that life is created 
by God according to his will. God made a decision. God made a choice. God acted as 
the only uncreated one, he created. Speaking of the plurality, I believe it's the perfect 
representation of what we talk about when we use the word trinity - God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. Later in John chapter 1 in the Gospel of John it says 
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God.” It talks about how 
Jesus was there, creating all things, so these very specific words in the Old 
Testament- God said let us. Let us make man. God, according to his will, created.  
 
And we're a group of people across this morning at 9 o'clock here in the life building, 
at 10:15 here in the life building and in the sanctuary, and now here at 11:30- we’re a 
group of people. But I want you be very individual right now. Remind yourself who 
you are, remind yourself of your name, remind yourself of your age. Just get 
individual right now. Where were you born? Where did you grow up? Where did you 
go to school? According to his will, he made you. God did. He chose to make you. He 
knit you together in your mother's womb. You are not an accident. You are not a 
blob. You are not a coincidence. You are not a surprise. According to his will, he said 
let us make man. And when he chose to make you, he made you in his image. He 
made you like him. He caused you to favor him. There's a fingerprint of God, you 
could say, on your life and in your life.  
 
“Let us”- according to his will- make man in our image. In his image - this separates 
us from every other thing that we would describe as living or growing. This separates 
us from dogs and cats and horses and elephants and possums and raccoons and rats 
and frogs. This separates us from pine trees and sequoias and hemlocks and hollies. 
It separates us from other things that we would describe as living. It was man. And 
God said, “Let us create man. Let us create them male and female in our image.” To 
be created in the image of God means that we have personality, we have morality, 
we have spirituality. Those are the ways that the image of God shows up in our 
being. Some of you in this room, a few of you are in your forties or your fifties. Have 
you noticed that when you get to about 50, you start doing things? For guys- I don’t 



know if it’s like this for ladies or not- but for guys when you get close to 50, you'll 
say something, do something, and all of a sudden, you’ll go, “Oh my word, that was 
my dad!” It’s like you say to yourself, “Is he in the room?” You just you do things just 
out of nowhere where you think, “My dad just walked into the room; I just did that.” 
 
Last week my 13-year-old son Wilson, he's in the room with me and he goes, “Oh 
dad, what you just did right there, that is so Uncle Jeff!” Jeff is my brother- my older 
brother by four years. We haven't lived in the same zip code in over 30 years. What 
was going on there? My brother and I – similarities, facial expressions, personality, 
the way we think- you know what my brother and I have? We share the same father. 
Physically my brother and I were created in the image of my father, Jerry. We bear 
some things that just reflect who he is. Spiritually, you and I are created in the image 
of God, and there are things about us that reflect who God is. We were created by 
God! So there's what that means- that means that every race in our world, every 
ethnicity in our world- that means that every child in the womb has been created by 
God according to his will and in his image. That is life. 
 
Secondly, life is purposed for God. We may say, “Ok, so God made me, but why? Why 
am I here? If you could just answer that question for me, I can find a reason to go on 
living. I could find a reason to press on. I could find some joy in my life.” Life is 
purposed for God. Here’s two tenets that support that: life is purposed for God for 
his glory and for our joy. Life is purposed for God for his glory and our joy. When you 
start reading through Genesis and you take it through Revelation, what you find is 
example after example, statement after statement, Scripture after Scripture that 
shows us that you and I were created in the image of God according to his will for his 
glory, to bring him fame, to reflect who He is, to show the watching world: this is 
who God is!  
 
Now, the word glory is a churchy word that we throw around; we use it in a lot of 
different ways. We say it sometimes; I grew up hearing people in a shouting church 
say “Glory!” We sing songs about glory. I had a horse growing up whose name was 
Glory. What is it? What does that word mean? Glory is a summary word. It describes 
a whole lot of things all coming together in one word. When we speak of the glory 
of God, we’re talking about all of the attributes of God, all the characteristics of God. 
We’re talking about his nature- the way he works, the way he thinks, and the way he 
operates. And we say this about God- we say he’s holy, we say he's mighty; we say 
he's all knowing, we say he's a God of grace and mercy and compassion and love. We 
say that God is patient and kind and forgiving. All of those things-those are his 
attributes. And you bring that all together and that's his glory; that's his reputation. 
So when we talk about giving him glory or reflecting his glory, what we’re talking 
about is living a life that has those attributes that come through. And as we operate 
as we live, as we see who we are and how he's made us, it begins to reflect on that's 
who God is. When you study the details of just how a human being is made, you see- 
wow! When you study the universe and you see the stars and it just continues, it 
seems like every week we find out more and more about a greater universe. It just 



reflects the glory of God, the greatness of who God is. And when you're searching 
today, you may not find in Scripture here that your purpose for being alive is to be a 
dentist, or to be a carpenter, or to be an engineer, or a teacher. You will find in here 
that as you make your living being a dentist or a teacher a plumber or an engineer or 
salesperson, that as you do those things, your purpose for being alive is to bring 
glory to God, to make him famous. 
 
And the second piece of the purpose is that it’s for our joy. It's for our joy. 
Somewhere along the way, we can get caught in this trap of believing that God's just 
waiting to zap us- that if we make a misstep right here or we go off in this wrong 
direction here, God's going to send this bolt of lightning, this terrible storm and just 
wash our life away. Some of us live with this constant thought that God's 
disappointed in us. Do you realize God created us according to his will in his image 
with a purpose for you to bring him glory and for you to enjoy him? Do you enjoy 
God? Do you enjoy your relationship with him? Do you enjoy what he's showing you 
about your future, what he’s showing you about eternity, what he’s done in your life 
in forgiving you and giving you hope, grace, and mercy? You may have said this 
before; you may be thinking this today; you may have had others say this to you: 
“No, I don’t want anything to do with Jesus right now. I don't want anything to do 
with the church right now; I’ve got too much living left to do. No, I’ve got too much 
fun to have.”  
 
Somewhere along the way we have not shown the glory of who God is. We’ve 
named ourselves as Christians, but we’ve given the impression that being a Christian 
is the sour life, the sad life, the boring life! That was not God's intention. God's 
intention was for us to know him and to enjoy him. Paul put it this way in his letter 
to the church at Philippi. He said, “Rejoice in the Lord; again I say rejoice!” Not a 
suggestion but a commandment. Rejoice in him. Our world pushes for happiness: 
“Take this and you'll be happy. Do this and you'll be happy. Go here and you'll be 
happy. Pursue this and you'll be happy.” Listen-happiness is good; it sweetens the 
moment, but joy is better because it settles the future. A joy in Jesus Christ means 
your future is settled. Eternity’s settled. It takes the worry out of life when you're 
walking with Christ. You have been created by God according to his will in his image 
for his glory and our joy. 
 
Third, life is separated from God. When you start walking through Genesis, you see 
creation, you see creation of male and female, you see names given to all created 
beings and living things. Then you turn the page on chapter 3 and the story changes 
rapidly. And most of our Bibles have right there a heading that just says “The Fall.” 
“The fall” is a description given to us falling short of the glory of God. This life 
created by God according to his will in his image for his purpose and our joy was 
shattered in the garden in the very beginning. Romans 3:23 tells us “all have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God.” Life is separated from God. Again, two tenets 
that support this: life is separated from God due to his holiness and our sin. We are 
separated from him because of his holiness and our sin. God is holy. First Peter 



chapter 3: “be holy for he is holy.” We’re challenged to pursue holiness. God's 
holiness, this attribute of his means that he is without sin, he is without fault, he's 
without mistake, he’s without crack. He is totally high and above and completely 
separate. He is holy, untouchable.  
 
We cannot have fellowship with him or relationship with him for one reason: “For 
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.” Romans 6:23- the wages 
of sin- we've all sinned. What's the payment for that? What’s the wages of that? 
Death. Death means separation. When we speak of hell and there are passages in 
Scripture that teach that hell is a place a fire and torment and unquenchable thirst, 
where the worm never dies. As horrible as those things are, that's not the most 
horrible truth of hell. The most horrible, horrendous truth of hell is that it is a place 
where people spend eternity who reject Jesus Christ, and it is a place where they are 
separated forever in eternity from God. Even in this life for those who do not know 
Christ they still are benefactors of what you might call “general grace” that rains on 
the righteous and the unrighteous. And there is the touch of God on this planet and 
in this universe that people experience the presence of God being here, but hell is the 
ultimate picture of an eternity separated from God. 
 
That's what sin does. Sin creates this gulf. It's seen in the Garden of Eden when God 
placed Adam and Eve there and set up the parameters: “Here's what you can have. 
Don’t eat of this tree.” And they disobeyed God. And the indicator of separation 
from God was that they went and hid themselves from God. No longer do they want 
to be in his presence. They were not naked and unashamed; the Scripture says they 
were naked and ashamed. Sin had separated them. 
 
The fourth truth of life is this: life is reconciled to God. Life is reconciled to God. 
Where do we get our convictions about life? Where do we get our convictions about 
the sanctity of life? Where do we get our convictions about things like racism, the 
battle between classes, and battle between ethnic groups? Life is created by God. 
Life is purposed by God. Life is separated from God. But praise him; life is reconciled 
to God. Two supporting tenets: life is reconciled to God by his grace and through his 
cross. Life is reconciled to God by his grace and through the cross. There are different 
worldviews in our culture. Some believe that man is basically good and they're just 
trying to do the best they can to just keep improving and keep improving and keep 
improving. The view of Scripture is this: we’ve sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God. All we like sheep have gone astray. What we try to do is we try to bridge that 
gulf. We try to cross from our sinfulness to God's holiness by our own actions. “If I do 
enough good; I'll get there. As long as I stay on God's good side. As long as I 
consistently do religious things. As long as I don't harm others. As long as I'm good 
toward others. As long as I do this mission, feed this person, build this house.” There 
will never come a day- you’ll never build enough houses, will never go on enough 
trips, will never give enough money, you'll never not harm somebody enough for 
God to look at you and say, “That's it, good job. I like you. Come on; let's hang out 
together. Let’s spend eternity together.” Our only hope to be reconciled to bridge 



the gap between our sinfulness and his holiness is for God to do something to bridge 
that gap. 
 
Life is reconciled to God by his grace and through his cross. Let me read these verses 
to you, or you can turn there: Titus chapter 3. Some of the most beautiful verses in all 
of Scripture- Titus chapter 3, beginning in verse 4 right at the outset it points out it 
was not our goodness and loving kindness that reconciles us to God. Titus three 
verse four says: 
 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved 
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his 
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
What a beautiful verse. It was by his mercy, by his grace. We have been justified by 
his grace, his great riches at Christ’s expense. Jesus has become our Savior. How did 
he become our Savior? By dying on a cross. We can be reconciled in this life to God 
by his grace and through the cross. So here's what that means. That means that 
every person ever conceived in the womb lived this life in this city or another city, in 
this country or another country, ages gone by, ages to come- that life was created 
by God with a purpose. All of us have sinned, and every single one of us needs the 
grace of God and the cross of Christ. It really levels out humanity when you go to the 
foot of the cross. 
 
Martin Luther King Day and Sanctity of Human Life Day - think about those two 
different topics- racism and abortion, euthanasia. Think with me just a moment. It's 
very likely that we would think about those issues- racial discrimination, abortion, 
euthanasia, assisted suicide- that we would think about those issues today in some 
kind of political camp. And I'm not saying it’s true for everybody in the room, but 
there's the likelihood that there would be a lot of us in this room, and I was kind of 
under this impression without doing any research that probably the sanctity of 
human life happened under a Republican leadership platform direction, that it's kind 
of a Republican thing, and that racial discrimination issues and Martin Luther King 
Day probably happened under Democratic type leadership direction. It just feels that 
way in today's conversation. So I did some research this week, and you know that it 
wasn't two different political parties that established those days? It wasn't two 
different individuals that led to those two days being set aside. It was the same 
person. It was the same president. In 1983, Ronald Reagan signed into law that 
Martin Luther King Day would be marked on the third Monday of each January 
honoring his legacy. And then in 1984, Ronald Reagan gave the first declaration of 
the Sanctity of Human Life Sunday on January 22, 1984. Within the same 12 months, 
the same man- think with me about this. When you read, it was not a political 
statement on behalf of Ronald Reagan to do those two things. It was a life 
statement. It was according to his conviction on the word of God that life is created 



by God in the image of their maker and that all life, whether it's a race issue or a 
womb issue or an end-of-life issue, life has value because it comes from Almighty 
God. So I’d ask you today before you ever march, before you ever boycott, before 
you ever vote- to let your convictions and beliefs about life not be guided and 
shaped by a political party or a social studies class or a classroom professor, but let it 
be established according to the eternal infallible inerrant word of God that lasts 
forever. 
 
Let’s pray together. Father, today would you do a great work in our nation in 
bringing awakening as it relates to the value of life? So many things would be 
different in our nation and our world if we could just start from this point- that life is 
created by God with a purpose in his image for his glory and our joy. And we can 
have relationship with him through the cross of Christ. Would you bring that 
awakening to our land and our world? Would you work in our own individual hearts 
and let us see your glory and let us give you glory in all we are and do? In the name 
of Jesus, amen. 


