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Let’s open our Bibles to Romans chapter 15. You’ve heard me say before that this 
place is like a river for people. They are here for a while and become a part of the local 
church and do some stage of life, and then they move on to another place. It is our dream 
and prayer that when people move on to another place that they leave here with a great 
taste of the local church in their life. One of the very first things we want them to be 
thinking about when they're looking for a place to live is that they're also looking for a local 
church to be a part of. Not a perfect church, not a church that doesn't need anybody else, 
but a church where a person can use their gifts and their life and they can walk into that 
place and serve and be an encouragement to the people around them because of what 
God's done in their life here.  
 

We’re seeing that happen, and in some ways I have to say that it feels like the 
floodgates have been opened over the last few months of people that are going to other 
places around our state and our nation and even the world. What we have found over the 
last few months is that we have planned in our services times where we are bringing 
someone that's been a part of our church family before us, and just like in Acts, we lay hands 
on them and send them out as missionaries and commission them to go and live for Jesus in 
another place.  

 
I think back to January when we sent the Fitzgeralds to Asia. I think back to the 

spring when the Burgess family left so that Trisha could be the international director for the 
Global Health Organization. I think about Caleb Barnes who served here and how we sent 
him all the way over to Prince Avenue Baptist Church to serve there. I think about Courtney 
Lovingood who had been with us as a college student and then on our staff. We sent her to 
Murfreesboro to New Vision Church just a few days ago. I think about Rebecca Peters that 
stood before us just a few days ago.  We sent her off to Asia, and then today, we send 
Nancy Riley off to Nashville. There is a picture of gathering, equipping, encouraging, and 
sending. That sending piece hurts and is emotionally draining, but it’s right and it's spiritually 
fulfilling. What's happening is not just a cycle of Watkinsville First Baptist Church of 
gathering, equiping, encouraging, and sending. It is the fulfilling before our very eyes of the 
Great Commission.  

 
Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” That fulfilling of the Great 



Commission is happening through us. It is a unique place where we live. If you're visiting 
here or just moved to this community, I want to let you know up front that this happens 
here over and over again at Watkinsville and in this community. We live in a unique place. A 
river of people runs through here.  

 
There are a lot of churches where this isn’t the story. You can go to a lot of churches 

in other parts of Georgia or part of the South where the people that are in that church 
singing in the choir, receiving the offering, leading a Sunday school class have been there for 
50 years or so. Some of you come from churches like that. It would be this way in Mount 
Hope, Alabama if I went home to Mount Hope Baptist Church. I could tell you when I walk 
into that room where she's going to be sitting and where he's going to be sitting, who's 
going to be in the choir and who’s teaching Sunday school. That’s not the way it is here.  We 
are in this unique place of gathering, equipping, sending, and encouraging and then 
watching people go.  

 
As we take on this uniqueness of the church family, what God has given us an 

opportunity to do is see the Great Commission fulfilled in our community and the world. 
Listen, there is a world of people that need Jesus Christ. About 2 billion people in our world 
have never heard of Jesus Christ. The world can be reached with the news of Jesus Christ 
from Watkinsville, Georgia. That's crazy! We are about 60 minutes from an airport that 
serves the whole world. We're about 6 minutes from the edge of where students start living 
that have come here for the University of Georgia. We are about 16 minutes from the heart 
of the University of Georgia campus where 36,000 students are enrolled and there are 
dozens and dozens and dozens of countries represented from around the world. If we were 
to take inventory today, over the last 12 weeks over this summer, the number of countries 
that people from our church family have been in just this summer - not counties in Georgia - 
countries in the world where our people have traveled because of vacation or because of 
family or because of work. You can reach the world with the news of Jesus from 
Watkinsville, Georgia.  

 
We started talking about this as a church family in a very intentional way back in the 

spring. I shared with you a message that God burned in my heart over a period of days that 
has become known around here as “a revival of concern.” We talked about how God was 
bringing to our hearts a revival of concern for fulfilling the Great Commission, the 
commands of Jesus Christ to go to the nations. Then we started talking about what that 
would look like - for us to fulfill the Great Commission and go after that with Jesus Christ. 
We took about six weeks and called it the “Going Challenge.” God's G.C. became our G.C. 
God's Great Commission became our Going Challenge. We took 6 weeks to explain it, and 



on May 6th we began implementing that Going Challenge. We gathered here on this 
property and gave and made commitments to how God would use us to go to the world.  

 
So when I speak about the Going Challenge, here we are on the eve of August 6th. 

From May 6th to the eve of August 6th, it’s been three months. And the question for you is: 
How’s it going? We’re three months in. How's it going? There were seven pieces of this. It’s 
not really glossy. There is not a 12 page glossy magazine sitting out there with the five-year 
strategic plan for Watkinsville First Baptist Church. I have a confession to make that many 
of you already know - that's not me. If it's got to be 12 pages with graphs and charts and 
diagrams and strategy for the next five years, you’ve got the wrong pastor. Last week, I saw 
a church that was advertising their five-year strategic plan, and I clicked on it and I was 
downloading it from their website into my smartphone and my whole system almost 
crashed while trying to download that document. I got about three pages into it and felt a 
rash on my neck! I was weeding through it, and it was full of charts and timelines. And I’m 
thinking, “What about if we prayed and shared Jesus and started churches and helped dying 
churches come back to life and found an unreached people group that hadn’t heard the 
gospel yet and added some room here on this property to reach the people that were 
gathering and and funded that? Would that work? Could we just do that?” 

 
 I know that strategy has a place, and for some of you, that's why God put you in this 

world - to help people like me that can’t fit it all together. But I'm standing before you today 
with a simple Going Challenge that I’m laying before you as a church family for us to take 
the Great Commission, have a revival of concern about that, and then go with this challenge 
to plant churches, revitalize churches, be a people of prayer, share our faith, and add the 
space on this property for the people that God is gathering and reach the unreached. And 
until the day we see Jesus or the Great Commission is fulfilled, we will just go, go, go! 

 
How’s it going? Let me give you a picture about what's going on. This is family talk. 

It’s us here talking about how we’re doing with the Going Challenge.  Before I give you a 
sentence or two about each of these areas, let me share about something that God has put 
in my heart this summer. What I've been learning about this Going Challenge is that it is an 
acknowledgment of what God is planning to do in us and through us for fulfilling the Great 
Commission instead of being an announcement of what we are planning to do for God. Do 
you see the difference? An announcement of what we're planning to do for God in fulfilling 
the Great Commission is like saying, “God, here’s what we are going to do; I sure hope You 
bless this.” An acknowledgment of what God is planning to do is like God saying, “I'm 
working here. I'm unfolding My plans. I’ve got something I want to do in the life of this 
church. If you would be willing to go with Me, if you would be willing to step into this, I'll 
carry you. I’ll lead you. I’ll show you what I want to do.”  



 
Along the way for these last three months, what I've seen more than anything is not 

a plan that is unfolding according to timelines. What I've seen is God's purposes unfolding 
according to His plans. When I talk about these things, really what I'm giving to you is a 
testimony and a report of what God's been doing through us over these last three months. 
That’s an exciting place. I was sitting with a lady this week who’s been visiting our church, 
and she asked about what's going on with this the Going Challenge. I started telling her 
everything, and she kindly cut me off and leaned in and said, “Are you encouraged?” I stared 
at her and said, “Yeah! I’m encouraged! I’m excited about what God is doing!” 

 
 Let me give you a little glimpse of what He's doing in this Going Challenge. First, we 

talked about prayer and evangelism. The Going Challenge is a challenge for our church 
family to go to our community, our nation, and our world with a revival of concern for 
fulfilling the Great Commission. It involves building a stronger culture of prayer and 
evangelism, loving our community with new ministries, adding new space, planting and 
revitalizing churches, and engaging in unengaged people groups so we can fulfill our mission 
of making wholehearted followers of Jesus Christ.  

 
Here’s an update on prayer and evangelism. Three weeks ago, our deacons started 

meeting me at 8:40 each Sunday morning. A group of those deacons gathered around me, 
praying for me as I get ready to preach and praying for our day and praying for our property 
and all the people that will be here. Today, a team began to meet during our services that 
will from this day forward begin to pray on the property for the worship services and 
ministry that are going on right now on this property. So there's a team of people that are 
huddled together interceding for us as we listen to God's word, as we listen to what God is 
doing. They are praying for the worship in the sanctuary, praying for worship in the Life 
Building, praying for children and youth for God to work.  

 
Yesterday, 13 teams spread out across our community praying on local school 

campuses. They walked the halls, walked the properties and were praying for the parking 
lots of students and administrators, anybody employed by the school. Let’s talk about 
evangelism. There were kids who were saved in VBS and kids camp this summer, and there 
were youth saved at youth camp. I think about the team that went this summer and the 
hundreds of gospel conversations they had with students in Malaysia. I think about stories 
of hospitality and spiritual conversations that I'm hearing from people as they share their 
story of faith with others.  

 
Ministries of compassion: this morning, I had the privilege of standing here with 

mom and her daughter, and in their arms they were holding an 11-day old child who is in 



foster care. I said, “What's his name?” And they said, “He doesn't have a name yet, he's 
about to be adopted and the adopted family will give him his name.” That’s just one 
example of the dozens of families in our church right now who are fostering across this 
community of faith. I think about a home for unwed mothers in the works for our 
community. I think about a job training ministry that is in the works for our community. I 
think about other church members that are working with others.  One man shared with me 
yesterday that he's working with immigrants to help them learn English and help them fill 
out documents and paperwork that would allow them to be here legally in our country 
living a fruitful and thriving life.  

 
Church revitalization. If you'd asked me 12 days ago about this piece of church 

revitalization- “How's that going? Anything happening there?” I would say, “We are 
praying.” But if you'd asked me 10 days ago, here's what I'd say to you. I just got a call 
randomly from the Georgia Baptist Convention, and the man that worked with church 
revitalization called and wanted to know if our church would be interested in sitting down 
with them. Particularly, would I be willing to meet with a new pastor at the First Baptist 
Church of Statham and talk with him about revitalization in their church. We didn’t call the 
GBC, we called God and asked Him what He wanted to do there. But He is working even in 
this area of church revitalization. 

 
Church planting - what's going on there? I was not here last week because Carla and 

I spent the weekend in Boston. I preached on Sunday morning in the church that we've been 
involved with there for about five or six years. Out of that church, they are planting a new 
church called Kings Hill. Their pastor at Kings Hill has been in Boston for seven years, but 
prior to being in Boston, for seven years he was here at UGA and here at Watkinsville First 
Baptist. Jonathan and Chelsea are living in Boston. They fed us dinner and we prayed there 
together in their house. Their church launches September 9. Our church is the sending 
church for Kings Hill Church in Mission Hill. Some people from our church are going during 
the first week of September to help serve. If any of you are looking for a fun, working trip in 
September or October, let me know. You can go up there and serve on a Sunday working in 
their church as they get started. That’s a strategic part of church planting for us. We’ve sent 
people up there, we’re sending money, and sending prayers there.  

 
This is not fun and games. This is warfare. Jonathan and Chelsea bought a house. 

That means in Boston that someone lives above them and someone lives below them. They 
own the middle floor of this house. Last Thursday afternoon, the family that lives 
underneath them filed legal papers against them. They filed legal papers against them 
because they have observed people coming into their home that they believe are praying 
and studying the Bible in attempts to be what they would say are church gatherings and 



services in their home. Jonathan and Chelsea and their daughter Liliana are sitting today 
with this lawsuit that has been filed against them. The win for this family against Jonathan 
and Chelsea would be that the city would ban and fine them for any other events that 
happen in that house that have to do with the church. The law would come and deal with 
that. It's not fun and games. This isn't just movie nights and water parks, okay? We need a 
win. We would love for this couple that lives below them to know Jesus. What a glorious 
testimony if a year from now we are saying, “Some of the first people that came to be a 
part of our church were the couple that lived below us, and they met Jesus.” Pray for 
Jonathan and Chelsea that they would know how to peacefully and kindly represent Christ 
in this hostile environment. Pray that God would win.  

 
What is going on with the unreached people group?  A few weeks ago, we identified 

the Bing people of Nepal as a people group that we wanted to connect with and see what 
God was doing. There have been some developments there. We are making some contacts 
to be able to hear a little bit more about what's going on with the Bing people of Nepal. You 
have in your Sunday paper today a card that tells a little bit about the Bing people. On the 
other side, there are some opportunities for mission trips this coming year that you can be a 
part of. Again, this is not fun and games. I want you to note August 14, and I want to ask 
you to join with me for a special day of prayer for Nepal on August 14. Here's the reason: on 
August 15 a law goes into effect that was passed by the government of Nepal about a year 
ago. It's a law passed by the government that makes it illegal for anyone to be involved in 
activities that would lead to the conversion of someone away from Hinduism. That law was 
passed about a year ago, and August 15 is the first day of that law being enforced in the 
country. Many on the ground there believe that what has happened over the last year is 
that names have been gathered. Churches have been identified, and the people that are 
leading the efforts to convert people to an understanding of the Gospel - somebody knows 
who they are. They believe that they are looking and preparing and that on August 15, those 
people would be targeted and rounded up. So I want to ask you to give August 14th to 
praying for Nepal and praying for the Bing people - for God to do what He only can do for 
the people there that are on the ground. Especially pray for believers on that day.  

 
The last piece of the Going Challenge that we've talked about is the funding. Several 

of these things we talked about are being funded through our every week giving to our 
ministry budget. Several of these things that we’re talking about would be funded through 
our Acts 1:8 offering that we do each December. For the facilities they we’re adding here on 
our property, that would be funded by our giving over and above our regular offerings and 
tithes. We set a goal of giving $1 million to the Going Challenge before we would ever 
consider breaking ground. We set aside three giving days. August 26th will be our third 
giving day. We've asked people to make commitments, and many of you have given 



commitments to what you would give over the next two years of this project. We asked 
that you give on these three specific days (even though you can give anytime) so that we 
can know how to plan. We’ve given just over $600,000 at this point. August 26th is our 
third giving date. Would you join with me in praying that somehow, someway, with God 
working through us, we would be able to break that million dollar mark by the end of 
August 26th? Our giving pace will determine our building pace. We believe that 1 million 
dollars would be a way to show that we are serious about going.  

 
When I think about these different pieces of the Going Challenge, it's a way for us to 

fulfill the Great Commission. And you may ask, “Why?” It’s very unusual for us not to have 
spent our whole time in the text. What I'm talking to you about today is in Romans 15. Let 
me read to you a few verses. Romans chapter 15:3 says, “For Christ did not please himself, 
but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.’” That phrase Is 
a quote from Psalm 69:99, and it basically is a summary of the Gospel. It is a summary of the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus lived, He died bearing the iniquity and reproaches 
of us all, and He rose showing His full payment for sin and the defeat of death. He showed 
us that He is the Savior and He is the Son of God. It's all wrapped up in that statement 
there.  

 
Verse four says, “For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 
might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
Let me give you three statements about why the Going Challenge matters. The 

Going Challenge is fulfilling the Great Commission. The Great Commission was the passion 
of Christ. When we go to our neighbors and our nations, we are going like Christ. The 
passion of Christ was to come to this earth, and He took on flesh. He bore our reproaches. 
He bore our iniquities. He came and died on the cross and rose again. Jesus came so that 
you and I could have a relationship with our Creator, God. It was His passion. So you and I 
go to fulfill the Great Commission by following the passion of Christ.  

 
The second thing is that it is the purpose of the church. Paul says, “ May the God of 

endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Romans 16 Is about the church in Rome. It is about believers going. 
The purpose of the church is to take this Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples. 
We’re fulfilling our purpose.  



 
Lastly, it's the point of all Creation. He says, “together you may with one voice glorify 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The reason we tell people about Jesus Christ Is 
so they will be saved. As they come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, they 
become worshipers. And worshipers give glory to Almighty God. The reason you and I have 
air in our lungs, the reason we have blood coursing through our bodies is because God has 
created us with a purpose and a plan for us to become worshipers. Today, when we go and 
we take the Gospel to the world, we are helping fulfill the very point of creation. So if you 
need a reason to be involved in going to the nations, here it is. It is the passion of Christ, the 
purpose of the church, and the point of creation. That all of us like Christ together can bring 
Him glory. We've had a lot of people over the weeks and months stand here as we pray 
over them and send them out.  

 
I want you to see that yes, some people go for a week, a month, a year, or a lifetime. 

But most of us go day by day - into our schools, classrooms, hospitals, businesses, 
neighborhoods, cul-de-sacs, and homes. You go. You go with the Gospel. And this morning, 
I want to stand before you, not trying to create some type of classification of “super 
Christians” who get to have hands laid on them and they are the ones that go. I want you to 
see today that you are commissioned to go with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 
I want you to sense the supernatural weight of your commission to go with the 

Gospel. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony 
with one another in accord with Christ Jesus that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ together. And the church said, amen.  
 


