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Let's open our Bibles this morning to the New Testament Book of Hebrews, chapter four. 
Thank you for being here today to worship. I want to talk to you today about engaging in a 
conversation with God. This should be something that's ongoing, something that's without ceasing, 
something that just continues wherever we are, whenever it is. How are you in engaging 
conversation with others? There are a lot of different personalities in the room. I'm a pretty strong 
introvert, and I use most of my words for the week on Sunday mornings. I would be fine going a 
long time without talking. I enjoy it, but it's just not really natural for me. What are you like? 
Sometimes your personality could play into a conversation with God or conversations with others. 
We can sometimes get intimidated by conversations with God. 
 

When I was about 10 years old, I was intimidated in a situation that I'll never forget. My 
family had come to Atlanta. We did that once a year. We looked a lot like the Clampetts, I think 
when we would come from North Alabama to a nursery trade show in August every year. And we 
always stayed outside of town, but we were the folks that would drive into Atlanta and park and 
walk through all the nice hotels. We would use the bathroom and go back out, even though we 
didn't stay there. We would go through the lobbies, just looking around. We were at the Hyatt 
Regency in downtown Atlanta, walking through the lobby on our way to the bathroom and we 
passed these big leather seats. There were some really huge men sitting in the leather seats there. 
We began to look, and we all kind of began to recognize who we thought we were seeing and we 
were keeping our distance. 
 

After using the bathroom, we came back out and were talking about who he could be. We 
were staring at those people, seated on those leather seats and moving away from them. But all of a 
sudden, a man in the middle, this huge, massive guy gets up from his seat rapidly and starts toward 
me and my buddy. He started talking at him and saying, "I don't like that kid! I don't like that guy! Let 
me at him!" These two bigger guys grabbed him by the arms and started pulling him back. This man's 
name was Mohammed Ali, and he was just playing around. He was playing, but we were scared to 
death! All we could hear in our minds was, "I'm the greatest! I'm the greatest! I'm the greatest!" There 
wasn't a lot of conversation. There was an exchange of autographs, but we didn't have much 
conversation. It was a funny moment in my childhood that I'll never forget. 
 

There is One that is the greatest. He is our Heavenly Father. I don't know if this will grab our 
hearts. I don't know if it fully has mine, but I hope even as we work through this day, that more and 
more, even personally, I would grasp this truth that you and I, because of Jesus Christ can have 
conversation with God, our Creator, the sustainer of life. 
 

We can talk with Him and hear from Him. Today, I want to call you to engage God in 
conversation. We've talked about engaging the word of God, and we've talked about engaging the 
church of God. Today I want to talk to you about engaging in conversation with God. We don't do a 



lot of series here of messages that are tied to felt needs. A majority of the time, we work through 
the word of God and hope and pray that the word of God is going to speak to those needs in our 
lives. Predominantly we work through the word of God verse by verse. Here's what I want you to 
hear today about felt needs. I believe the answer to every felt need we have begins and ends with a 
conversation with God. Marriage, use of our time, how we manage our money, how we parent, how 
we relate to our parents, career choices, any of those things that we wrestle through, we can 
process through a conversation with God. 
 

Think about it. I mean, isn't He the one that you would want to go to for whatever you're 
dealing with in life? The great battle of the enemy is to try to interfere with that, hinder that, stop 
that, and keep that from happening today. If you were having trouble with your software on your 
computer and I walked in and I gave you a phone number and I said, "Call Bill, you might say, "Who?" 
 

I'd reply, "Hey, if you are having trouble with your software, call Bill Gates! He can help you 
with that." 
 

If you said, "I'm really having trouble with my investments. I don't know what to do." 
 

I could say, "Well that's funny, I have this number. Call Warren. He'll help you with that." 
 

"You mean just call Warren Buffet?" 
 

“Yeah, just call him." 
 

Or what if today you're thinking, "I'm having trouble with delivery. I can't get my packages to 
the door where I need them." 
 

I might say, "Well here, call Jeff Bezos, he'll talk to you." 
 

Today if you said, "Hey, pastor, I'm really struggling with my shot," I might say, "Well just call 
LeBron! He can get you in touch with Steph and he can help you know how to work on your shot." 
 

Friends, today when we deal with life, when we deal with eternity, and how we operate and 
how we think and how we live and how we die and how we face eternity, would we not want to talk 
to God, our Creator? 
 

In the word of God, in Hebrews 4:14, it says, “Since then we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.” 
 

The writer of Hebrews is saying to this Jewish culture, "You've made a confession of faith in 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Cling to that. Hold on to your faith. He operates like a high priest- the 
great high priest. 
 



Verse 15 says, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us 
then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.” 
 

I want to talk to you from these verses about a conversation with God. First of all, notice in 
this passage the avenue for engaging God in conversation. The avenue for engaging God in 
conversation is through Jesus Christ. The route to go to God in conversation and the path that 
opens up for us to be able to have conversation with God is through Jesus Christ. He says, “we have 
a great high priest” and because of that “he is able to sympathize with our weaknesses.” Because of 
that we can “draw near to the throne of grace.” As followers of Christ, we have a great high priest 
that makes it possible for us to talk to God. That's significant because God is holy and we are not. 
Our sin separates us from God. So how can sinful humanity have a relationship and conversation 
with a Holy God? The way that happens is that someone has to deal with our sin. God doesn't just 
turn His back on sin and say it's no big deal. He says it is a big deal. In fact, it's such a big deal, blood 
must be shed to cover and pay for that sin. 
 

In the culture of the Jewish people that Hebrews writes into, they would see sin dealt with 
through the temple and sacrifices of blood at a once a year event where the high priest would go 
into the holy of holies and offer a blood sacrifice. That Day of Atonement was once a year and was 
called Yom Kippur. The high priest would pass through the court of the temple, pass through the 
holy place, and then pass behind the veil into the holy of holies. The blood of a spotless lamb would 
be poured out on the mercy seat there. For another year, God's wrath would be held back. They did 
this year after year. 
 

The writer of Hebrews is driving home the fact that there is a high priest that's superior to 
those once a year high priest responsibilities. This high priest is a great high priest, and His name is 
Jesus. Jesus Christ has done the work of the high priest not once a year, but once and for all. He lived 
a sinless life, died death on the cross, shed His blood to atone for our sin, and ascended to heaven. 
He is now seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

Back a couple of pages in Hebrews chapter one is where the letter starts. Look at it. Hebrews 
1:1 -4 says, 

 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir 
of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 
than theirs. 

 



Jesus Christ has performed and accomplished the work of not just the high priest, but of the 
great high priest. When you and I want to go to God with our needs, we want to go to God with a 
conversation. The way that we're able to go directly to Him is through the person of Jesus Christ 
who has made a way. At the death of Jesus Christ, it is said that when He breathed his last, the veil in 
the temple was rent. It was torn in two from top to bottom. It was a picture that the barrier between 
humanity and God had been torn away because of what Jesus Christ had done to make a way. 
 

We don't go through an earthly priest to pray. You don't need a pastor to be able to get to 
God. It's a great, powerful thing to bring others in to pray together about a need, but the glorious 
good news of what Jesus has done is that by faith in Him, we have the avenue to go directly to God 
through Him. 
 

There's an advantage to going through Jesus. The avenue for engaging God is through Jesus 
Christ. The advantage of going through Jesus Christ is that He understands where we're coming 
from. Isn't that beautiful? He it says it here in Hebrews 4:15: “For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin.” 
 

He's saying to us that Jesus Christ not only has made a way for us to talk to God, but Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God knows where we are in our needs. He's able to sympathize with us in our 
weaknesses. He's faced the temptations that we face. When He says He's able to sympathize with 
our weaknesses , it's a description of our inability. It's a description of the human condition. Jesus 
Christ who took on flesh came here and He lived fully human. Yes, He was fully divine, but also fully 
human. He's saying that Jesus Christ has been where we are. He has faced the temptations that we 
have faced in every respect. He knows the pressure of the enemy. He knows the fight to be 
righteous while living in an everyday world. To sympathize means that there is a shared experience. 
It's not Jesus saying, "I'm going to try to put myself in your shoes and imagine what you've been 
through." Jesus is saying, "I have walked where you've walked. I share the experience that you have 
had. I have faced temptation. I resisted temptation". The writer says that He faced temptation, yet 
was without sin. What does that mean? It means that He went all the way to the end, battling 
temptation and He never sinned. 

 
Do you know how great a battle that is? Do you know how much pressure it is to be 

tempted and to be pushed and to be drawn, to be baited to sin? Do you know that? Jesus is saying, "I 
know that. " Do know how you miss how hard temptation is? You never resist it. If you never resist 
temptation, if you never try to take a stand against temptation, then you won't know what it's like 
to fight it all the way to the end. Jesus is saying, "All the way to the end, all the way to my death on 
the cross, Satan was there with temptation after temptation." Yet He was without sin. 
 

Imagine today talking with your doctor. You're there perhaps with a diagnosis of lung cancer 
and the doctor is speaking to you and he's telling you, "This is what's there. This is what we're up 
against. This is the regimen for dealing with it. These are how many treatments you're going to 
need. This is what kind of medicine you're going to need. This is where you're going to need to go. 



This is going to be the impact on your life. These are the potential side effects." So you're listening to 
all of that and you're taking it all in. It's serious, it's big. You're taking notes, and you're thinking, "I 
just need to talk to somebody who knows what I'm dealing with. Somebody who understands I 
don't know what to do. I don't know what decision to make." 
 

Then all of a sudden, the doctor moves around and he gets closer to you and says to you, 
"Hey, I want to tell you something before you go. In 1987, was diagnosed with lung cancer in my left 
lower lobe of my lung. So today, when I'm talking to you about what the regimen will be, I want you 
to know, I understand what you're dealing with." 
 

What just happened in that room? It totally moved from a doctor who is rigid and just 
following the book to being someone who is able to sympathize with your weaknesses. That is the 
picture that we're given here. That's the invitation that we have. The writer is saying, “Here's an 
opportunity for you to engage in a conversation with God through Jesus Christ, the great high priest 
who has made a way for you to come to God. And get this: He knows what you're dealing with!” 
Amen? He understands. He gets it! At 16, He gets it. At 12, He gets it. At 84, He gets it. He's able to 
sympathize with you. The avenue is Jesus. The advantage is that He understands where you're 
coming from. In this conversation with God, notice the attitude of engaging God in conversation. 
 

What's the attitude? It's kind of a three fold description of the attitude that we are to have 
when we go to Jesus in conversation. First of all is an attitude of weakness. We come from a place of 
weakness when we go to God in prayer. Hear that. We may be willing to say that with our words, 
but in function we may not believe that. In function, we may never go to God because we're saying, 
"I got this, I got this. I can do this. I can handle this. I don't need God. I don't need prayer. I can do 
this on my own. I got this." The word of God tells us that Jesus is able to sympathize with us and He 
drives right at our position. He's able to sympathize with our weaknesses. We come from a place of 
weaknesses. Don't miss this. Our strongest strength is weakness in the presence of God. Our lack of 
admitting our weakness is the attitude that smothers our prayer life. We get to a point where our 
prayerlessness actually becomes pridefulness. We just think we can do it on our own. The attitude 
for engaging God in conversation is weakness. 
 

Secondly, it's neediness. We need God. Maybe today just being in the room would be a 
reminder to you whatever age or season that you need God. He writes about this conversation with 
God. He says in verse 16 “that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 
Have you thought about how much you need God? In your schoolwork, in your career, and your 
relationships. John Piper wrote this, and it's such a humble admittance on his part. He writes: 
 

I need help always in everything. I'm simply kidding myself if I think I can move an 
inch without God's help. For God gives to all life and breath and all things. I need it for the 
sake of my own weak faith. I need it to inflame the smoldering wick of my zeal. I need it for 
empowering in evangelism. I need it for authentic worship. I need it for courage and 
righteous living. I need it to transform my teenagers into God centered, humble, respectful, 
young people. I need it so that I can minister hope and joy and boldness to our missionaries. I 



need it for guidance and future planning. I need it for a thousand other demands and 
stresses and joyful possibilities." 

 
As we read that, we think, "Yeah, I'm needful." And the amazing follow up to that is that we 

can engage God in conversation. It's an attitude of weakness and an attitude of neediness, but in a 
strange twist, almost paradoxically, he says, “he can sympathize in our weakness.” We have needs, 
so in verse 16 it says, "let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace." What an 
amazing picture that in this passage of weakness and this passage of need, he says that we can 
come to God with confidence. The Greek word there for confidence is sometimes translated 
"boldness." It has been translated as a frank boldness, a frankness before God. It means that we 
come before God open, honest, and direct. There's no stutter. There's no mutter. There is just clarity 
and declaring to God, "I'm needy. I'm weak. I believe You have the answers. I'm here because of 
Jesus." 
 

You see, the confidence is not in what our ability is to do. The confidence is not in our 
righteousness. The confidence is not in our ability to pull yourself up by the bootstraps and keep on 
going. We go to Him in confidence because we believe that Jesus Christ is our righteousness. He is 
our strength and our weakness. We can be open and honest and direct. We can speak to Him with a 
bold frankness about where we are. That's the attitude. In many ways, it's a humble confidence. 
 

Last, when we think about engaging God in conversation, notice the atmosphere around this 
conversation. The atmosphere around this conversation is one of authority. There is a scene of 
authority when we come to God. He says, "Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace." The throne. It's a picture of authority. There's a king here. There is a God here. There is a Lord 
here. There is Someone in charge. There's Someone who is sovereign. There is Someone who rules 
and reigns. There is a throne. 
 

So when we come to this conversation, we are approaching One who is in authority. He has 
made all. He is in all. It was all for Him. Don't miss that. We come to the One of authority, but also 
the atmosphere is of acceptance. This is an invitation not just from your pastor. This is an invitation 
from God. He says in verse 16, "Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne." Imagine that 
today. Imagine when you open the mailbox and get an invitation to some event that might make us 
call somebody to say, "You'll never believe what I've been invited to." We open our Bibles to 
Hebrews 4 today, and here's an invitation for us to engage in conversation with Almighty God 
through Jesus Christ, Who's able to understand where we're coming from. You see, God is 
approachable because of Jesus Christ. It's an inviting atmosphere. He literally says, "draw near." Our 
reflex when we get around authority and when we get around superiority is to step back, to draw 
back, to cower back, to walk around the edges. 
 

The writer of Hebrews is saying to us that the one and only authority is saying, "Come up 
here. Come up here. Closer, closer." You think to yourself, "NO God, I'll just stay right here." 
 
But He says, "No, come closer. I know what you're going through. I faced it. Come here." 



 
Then there's an atmosphere of answers. He knows what to do, and He's able to do it. "Draw 

near to the throne of grace that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need." What 
do you need as a 16 year old? I know what I needed when I was 16 - mercy and grace. What do you 
need as a 26 year old? When I was 26, it was during my first year as a pastor when we were 
expecting our first child. We had been married for a little over two years. At that time, I needed 
grace and mercy. You know what you need as a 52 year old? Grace and mercy. How awesome is it 
that the God of the universe who sits on a throne would say to us, "My throne is the throne of grace. 
Here's what I want you thinking about when you come to my throne - grace." 
 

He says that you will "find mercy and grace to help in time of need." It's like He's saying, "I 
know your need and right on time, there will be mercy and grace." The faith on our part is trusting 
Him to know when the timing's right. But don't miss this. His answers come through His attributes 
of grace and mercy. 
 

In 1995, Carla's mom was diagnosed with a rare protein disease called amyloidosis. None of 
us had ever heard of it before. It was a new word in our vocabulary. She saw doctors in North 
Alabama. She saw doctors at UAB in Birmingham. I remember that visit when she came back from 
UAB where the doctor said to her mom, "You have amyloidosis. It's rare. It's not curable. Your life 
expectancy is about 15 months. There's nothing else we can do. There's nothing for us to do."  

 
Carla and I were living in Cleveland, Tennessee at that time. She was working as a nurse at 

the local hospital. She was at work after that trip home at a desk doing paperwork. Dr. Jeff Johnson 
was by her side. And she asked Dr. Johnson, "What do you know about amyloidosis?" He turned to 
her and he said, "Why do you ask? Who has it? Who's dealing with it?" 
 

She said, "My mom was just diagnosed and given 15 months to live, and the doctors said that 
there's nothing we can do." 
 

He said, "Let me make a phone call." 
 

Within 30 minutes of that conversation at the hospital, Carla was given a contact for doctors 
at Boston University that were doing research on amyloidosis. Over a course of conversations, her 
mom was entered into the research program, went through a stem cell transplant, and we were able 
to enjoy life with her for seven more years. 
 

Now the point of that story is this. Imagine the report from the doctors at UAB saying, 
"We're done." Then, to be able to sit down in a conversation with someone who says, "Here's help. 
Here's somebody that knows and here's somebody that cares." Oh, the relief, the joy, the help! And 
what I'm saying to you this morning is this: whatever your need, you and I have this incredible 
privilege to engage in conversation with One who cares, One who knows, One who is able. 
Unceasingly, you and I can be in conversation with God. We need to learn to lean on God. There are 
opportunities for us to engage in conversation with God. So let’s make it a priority to pray. 


