
One Thing That Changes Everything 
Pastor Carlos Sibley 
Sunday, April 1, 2018 
Easter Sunday 
 

You look awesome! You like you're celebrating something. This is a great day to be 
be together and celebrate a risen Savior. It’s already been a great day here. In lot of ways on 
Resurrection Sunday, you just don’t want to get in the way. The message has been preached 
so much in our hearts and our lives as we anticipate the day, and we think about all that this 
day represents for us. It seems like for 12 weeks we've been fighting rain on Sundays. What 
a glorious gift today to be able to come together to celebrate a risen Savior on such a 
beautiful, beautiful day outside.  

 
Isn’t it awesome that Resurrection Day for us is in the spring? I know that in other 

parts of the world, it’s different. But right here it just is so awesome to be able to celebrate 
the Lord rising from the dead at the same time that it seems like everything outside is 
coming back to life. This speaks to us so much about the life that we have in Jesus Christ. 
That's really the truth of Easter and the truth of Resurrection Sunday. Until Jesus comes 
back, every Sunday we’re celebrating a risen Savior. It’s why we meet, it’s why we’re a 
church, and it's why we tell people about Jesus. It's why we have joy in our heart and our life, 
because the resurrected Savior - Jesus Christ being alive - changes everything! It changes 
every day. It changes everything. That's what we’re going to talk about specifically today. 

 
I want to ask you to open your Bibles to John chapter 20 if you have a Bible with you. 

Or you can just listen as I read a few verses today from John chapter 20. Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John - each of those four books of the New Testament tell us some details about 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. You can take all four of them and put them together and get 
an ordered timeline of Jesus's death and the words He spoke on the cross. Then His burial 
and those who came to the tomb and found it empty and those who saw Him. Each gospel 
gives a little bit of a different angle, a different perspective, a different detail, but they 
weave together to give us this story of a risen Savior.  

 
This morning, I want to read to you John's account from his perspective. When we 

left the room last week, our Bible text showed that Jesus was dead and buried. We 
remembered that by taking the bread and taking the cup together. We remembered that 
Jesus laid down His life. He lay down His body. He shed His blood on the cross, and He paid 
a price for our sins. We did what Jesus told us to do. We remembered what He had done on 
the cross. So when we left, Jesus was dead and buried. Today, our text shows Jesus alive and 
well. His death on the cross has moved from a memory lost in history to the means of 



eternal life guaranteed by the miracle of the resurrection. His death on Friday has become 
life everlasting on Sunday. Everything has changed by the time you get to John Chapter 20. 
And here's a great news: if you’ve felt like life has you dead and buried, you can have a life 
today that is alive and well.  

 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is an event in history. There was the Son of God who 

came from heaven born of a virgin named Mary. “He took on flesh,” the Bible says, and He 
lived on this earth. He was arrested, he was crucified, and he was buried. And then on the 
third day of Passover week in Jerusalem, He rose to life. That's the Gospel. That's the Good 
News. Our faith, our belief, and our trust in Jesus Christ as the risen Savior is where we find 
our hope, is where we find forgiveness, is where we find grace and mercy, is where we taste 
in the deepest way God's love for sinners. This is how you know what love is -  Christ Jesus 
laid down His life for us. The resurrection of Jesus Christ guaranteed that His cross was 
enough. Even though it was an event in history, we still celebrate the living Christ today. 

 
Don't miss that - Jesus Christ is alive today! In fact, He promises to be with us 

wherever two or three are gathered in His name. So today, we believe by faith that 
wherever believers are gathered in the name of Jesus, that He is there somehow 
supernaturally in the midst of them. Now today, I want to talk to you for a few minutes 
about how the resurrection changes everything. One writer put it this way. He said,  

 
“Jesus’ resurrection really did change everything. It changed the cross from a tragedy 
to a triumph, and it changed the Roman empire into a Christian state. This was the 
most powerful divine event in the history of creation, and it ushered in a new age of 
the Holy Spirit's activity and power in saving and transforming lives. The lives of 
Christians today demonstrate that the resurrection is still changing people. It 
changes fear into love, despair into joy. The resurrection changes people from being 
spiritually dead to being alive to God. It changes guilty condemnation into a 
celebration of forgiveness and freedom. It changes anxiety into a hope that goes 
beyond the grave. It can change our sinful hearts so that they want to follow the 
Lord Jesus. And the power of the resurrection is relentlessly killing sin in every true 
Christian. The resurrection of Jesus Christ changes everything.” 
 
I want to read to you the facts of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but I also want to 

say that I agree with what Tim Keller said. He said, “If Jesus rose from the dead, you have to 
accept all He said. If He didn't rise from the dead, then why worry about anything He said? If 
Jesus rose from the dead, it changes everything.”  

 



Today when you hear Scripture, when you hear the story of the good news of Jesus, 
and  when you think about trouble in your life or prayers that maybe weren't answered in 
your life, you may want to say to yourself, “God, what happened here? What about this? 
Why?” And then as you pause for a moment and then you remember, “Oh. You did rise from 
the dead.” And everything that I can't understand about God and how He works is met by 
this unmatchable power that God in His sovereignty and power over life and death and the 
grave and eternity took Jesus Christ, who was dead in the grave and raised Him back to life, 
never to die again. The resurrection changes everything. 

 
Look in John chapter 20:1.  
 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, 
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved-” we understand that disciple to be John, who penned these words. 

 
...and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 

not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, and 
they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 

 
I just laugh every time I read that phrase. I can just see Peter when he read this is like, 

“John, really? Did you have to tell them that you beat me there? Is that just a jab at me?” I 
just think that it is so funny that in God's word, it points out that John beat Peter to the 
tomb.  

 
Verse five: “And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 

did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen cloths lying there,7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, 
not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed -” 

 
He believed that Jesus’ body missing. You see, where they were living at that time, 

one person has said, “Nobody expected no body.” It just hadn’t come together yet for them. 
So he believed now, seeing that the tomb was empty, but verse nine says, “for as yet they 
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples went 
back to their homes.” 

 



They just went away. The disciples are thinking to themselves, “What's going on? 
What's happened here? The tomb is empty. They moved His body? They took His body? 
Where is His body? What’s happened?”  

 
Verse 11: But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 

stooped to look into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid him.’ Having said this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.’  Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned and said to 
him in Aramaic,’Rabboni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “‘Do not cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’—and 
that he had said these things to her. 

 
Here in John's account, you have the the scene of an empty tomb. But John begins to 

unfold these descriptions of not just an empty tomb but the appearance of a risen Savior. I 
want you to note that they saw the empty tomb. They saw it, but they were still thinking, 
“Somebody's moved Him! Somebody's taken Him! Somebody has put Him in another place! 
What's happened to the body of Jesus?” And then Mary hears Jesus call her name. She turns, 
and she recognizes Him. And then she goes and she begins to proclaim, “I have seen Jesus!”  

 
Then picking up in verse 19, the stories begin to unfold: 
  

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.”  When he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 

 
The rest of the Gospel of John speaks of the appearances of Jesus Christ. You have 

Him appearing with Thomas who doubted. Thomas had said, “I won't believe unless I can 
touch Him!” Jesus shows up in the room and says, “Touch me.” And then when Thomas 



touches Him, he declares that He is Lord and the Lord says to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 
Jesus reaches all the way into April 1, 2018. He's looking into the future saying, “Yes, 

Thomas is standing in the room right now and touching the scars in my hand. He’s touching 
my side, and he can see with his eyes that I'm alive. But there's coming a day out there 
where people will believe, and they have not seen me or touched me like Thomas did. And 
they too will be saved.”  

 
We have these witnesses. We have this testimony that goes on in chapter 21. Jesus 

appears to Simon Peter. He instructs them to go and fish, and they come to the shore with 
fish. He’s got a fire going, and He fellowships with them and eats with them. Then He 
commissions Simon Peter to go feed His sheep and feed His people. From this scene when 
John's Gospel ends, you begin to see how the resurrection of Jesus Christ working through 
the lives of people changes everything. And the resurrection of Jesus Christ is still changing 
people today. He may change your life this morning. That’s my hope. That's my prayer. That 
your life will never be the same today, because of this good news that Jesus has risen from 
the dead.  

 
Well, we don't have the time to talk about everything that's changed. So let me 

share with you three things that have changed because of the resurrection of Christ. 
Number one: the resurrection of Jesus Christ changed the faith of the disciples. The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ changed the faith of the disciples. Think about the disciples. 
When Jesus came to the city of Jerusalem, He was betrayed. He was arrested, He was 
flogged. A crown of thorns were put on His head. He was made to carry His own cross. Then 
He was nailed to a cross. He hung there. People mocked Him, spit on Him, and gave Him 
wine vinegar to drink. He declared to heaven, “It is finished.”  

 
Where were his disciples? Where were those that had been with him for three years? 

Where were Peter, James, John, and Matthew? Where were they? Hiding. Denying. In fact, in 
John chapter 18 you have the accounts where three times Simon Peter is recognized by 
others who say, “Weren’t you one of His? Weren’t you with Jesus?” Three times, Simon 
Peter says, “No, I do not know him. I do not know him. No, I'm not with him.” The disciples 
scattered, ran, hid, stood off to the side, and watched from a distance. Then they just went 
home. The picture that you get of the disciples even after the first appearing of Jesus to 
them is still them trying to make sense of how the story all fits together.  

 
There's this one scene in John where Simon Peter just makes the statement, “I'm 

going fishing.” Why fishing? Fishing was what he knew. He was a fisherman when Jesus had 



said to him, “Follow me.” And when you read it, it almost feels like Simon Peter's like, “This is 
too much. What's going on here? He was dead! His tomb was empty! Now that we’ve seen 
Him, I’m going to do what I know to do.”  Jesus shows up again and says, “Simon Peter, do 
you love me? Do you love me? Do you love me?” Three times he asked, “Do you love me?” 
Simon Peter keeps saying, “Yes, You know that I love You!”  

 
Then when you open the Bible to the book of Acts, you begin to see the disciples 

who’ve gone from denying Jesus Christ to declaring boldly and confidently and 
courageously that Jesus Christ is alive. It was the appearance of Jesus Christ, the resurrected 
Savior. Their faith was not in an empty tomb, their faith was in a risen Savior that they had 
seen with their eyes. It’s so important for us to hear today that God gave these witnesses to 
give a testimony that they saw Jesus alive. You see, for the disciples, up until this point they 
had head knowledge. They heard Jesus teach and say who He was. They had even said, “You 
are the Messiah.” They had head knowledge.  

 
They had hand service. They had gone out and done things Jesus said to do. They 

had taken the bread and taken the fish after Jesus broke it and distributed it to the people 
and saw the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000. They had head knowledge, they had hand 
service, and they had leg work. They had gone out and they tried to cast out demons, and 
they had gone out trying to offer forgiveness to people. But even with head knowledge and 
hand service and leg work, their faith was not heartfelt. Heartfelt, deep, sincere, 
wholehearted, ardent, passionate. Where did that come from? They had seen the risen 
Savior. They saw Jesus. He was alive. He was not just another criminal that was put on a 
cross and died. He was there on the cross, and He died and He was buried and He rose back 
to life. 

 
Others may have said that they were pretending. But they weren’t pretending. They 

had become proclaimers of the risen Savior. Do you know that in the book of Acts, as you 
journey through the message that was proclaimed, every single sermon in the book of Acts 
focuses on the resurrection of Jesus Christ? It was their message. It was their hope. It was 
their life. It had changed everything. And they had held on to this even to the point of 
death. Nobody dies for a lie. 

 
Chuck Colson was involved in the Watergate political events and arrested and spent 

time in prison. He came to know Christ while he was in prison and became a great warrior 
for Jesus. Chuck Colson says,  

 
I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? 

Because 12 men testified they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they 



proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never once denying it. Everyone was beaten and 
tortured stoned and put in prison. They would not have endured that if it weren’t 
true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful men in the world, and they 
couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. You're telling me 12 apostles couldn’t keep a lie 
for 40 years? Absolutely impossible. 
  
The faith of the disciples had changed because of the resurrected Jesus. The Bible 

tells us in Romans 10:9-10 that if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. Has the resurrected 
Jesus changed your faith? 

 
The second thing we see in Scripture that has changed is the future of the church. 

The book of Acts picks up where Jesus ascends to heaven and sends the Holy Spirit to be 
with the people and fill the people. And the church was born. The church was born and its 
future forever changed because of the resurrected Savior. Their meetings and their 
gatherings changed. Their message new and different than anybody had heard before. Yes, 
people had died, but nobody had a message that somebody had died and risen again. Their 
mission changed. Jesus said, “You'll be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the 
end of the earth.” The church was born and the future for the church was different because 
of the resurrected Savior. 

 
When we talk about the church, did you know that the Greek word “the church” 

comes from is the word “ekklesia?” It means “a gathering.” I studied Greek for two years in 
seminary while  I was preparing to be a pastor. Did you know that when I got to the test 
that had “ekklesia” on it, I already knew the word? I didn’t have study it, because I learned it 
before I went to seminary. In fact, I learned it before I ever became a Christian. I knew the 
word “ekklesia” because I was in a fraternity in college. If there any Fijis in the room, then 
you know what the word “ekklesia” means. It was the term that Phi Gamma Delta used for 
their annual national meeting. I remember asking my brother, “What does the word 
“ekklesia” mean? He said, “It just means a gathering of people.” I can assure you that the 
gathering of Phi Emma Delta was not a church service. It was not! But when you look to the 
New Testament, it speaks of an “ekklesia” of a different kind. It was an “ekklesia” that was 
held together by a resurrected Savior.  

 
Listen to how it’s described in Acts chapter 2. It gives us a picture of how the people 

have come together to see the resurrected Savior Jesus Christ. Acts chapter 2:42 says:  
 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many 



wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
That’s the New Testament church. This was about 33 A.D., and now it’s 2018 A.D. We 

don't have on robes and we don't have on burlap shoes or sandals. We’re dressed a little 
differently today, aren’t we? But the same message of a risen Savior still impacts us as a 
church today. What we do, when we meet, where we go - it’s all tied back to what was 
happening 2,000 years ago. The resurrected Savior Jesus Christ changes our going, changes 
our life, changes our message, and changes our mission. 

 
What I hope you’ll see is that as we read the story in John and think about Jerusalem 

2,000 years ago, you’ll think about what we are still clinging to in 2018 - a risen Savior. A 
risen Savior changes everything. It changes our future. Then we will be home! 

 
The last thing I want to mention to you that the resurrected Savior changes is the 

certainty of life after death forever with Jesus Christ. The message from Jesus before He 
ever died was, “Don't let your hearts be troubled. For I go to prepare a place for you, and 
one day I will come again and take you to be with me where I am.” In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul 
said, “‘O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’ But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

What needs to change in your life because of the resurrection? Your faith? Have you 
been trusting in something else other than Jesus Christ? Why not turn to Him today and 
confess Him as Lord and believe that He's alive? Right now, call out to Him to be saved. If 
you need to trust Him with your future, your future could change today because of a risen 
Savior. Maybe it would give you a new mission or a new purpose for your life. Maybe 
eternity needs to change for you. You’ve never had assurance of your salvation. John said at 
the end of chapter 20, “These things I have written that you may believe.” He wanted us to 
know about the risen Savior because he wanted us to believe. 

 
When we trust Christ as Lord and Savior, the Spirit of God comes to live in us. And 

that same power that raised Jesus back to life lives in us. And that's why I said that if you 
you came in feeling dead and buried, you can leave today alive because of Jesus Christ. 
Because He's alive.  
 


