
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Class and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 9 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different.  Have you ever felt incredibly bad about doing something you know you 
shouldn’t have done? How did you respond? Is there a time where you have felt beyond the reach 
of  God’s love? What was your reaction?  

Introduction and Context of  Chapter 9: 
While chapters 1-6 were organized in a chronological manner, chapter 7 begins a series of  visions 
that Daniel receives. Daniel chapter 9 takes place during the first year of  Darius the Mede. 
Daniel cries out to God, confesses his and his people’s sins, and receives a word from Gabriel. He 
shows us how to respond to sin and what God says in response to our own brokenness.   

Observation vs. 1-19. Daniel’s prayer for his people. Daniel begins by looking at the 
words of  the prophet Jeremiah, and he “perceived in the books” (v. 2) that Israel’s captivity would 
be coming to a close. He responds to this by praying for his people, confessing their sin before 
God and pleading before God for mercy.  Before Daniel begins to pray, we see that his heart is in 
a position of  contrite brokenness before God. He turns his face toward Him and seeks Him with 
“pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes” (v. 3). He does not take his sins or the sins 
of  his people lightly, and they grieve him because he sees how much they grieve God. Once he 
starts praying, he repeatedly confesses wrongdoing. He notes that “we have sinned and done 
wrong and acted wickedly” (v. 5), “we have not listened” (v. 6), and “all Israel has transgressed 
your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice” (v. 11). His confession is genuine, and 
even though he has been an example of  integrity throughout the book, he still includes himself  
amongst those who have sinned against God. This demonstrates a position of  humility, realizing 
that before God, he has no righteousness apart from God.  Daniel is self  aware of  his sin and 
aware of  God’s grace and mercy.  Daniel gets the gospel. When Daniel appeals to God’s mercy, 
he recognizes that Israel has done nothing to earn it. In verse 18, he cries out, “we do not present 
our pleas before you because of  our righteousness but because of  your great mercy.” If  God were 
to turn His anger away from the Israelites, it wouldn’t be because they deserve it. It would only 
be because God is merciful and is faithful to the covenant He had made with Israel. 

Observation vs. 20-23. Gabriel brings an answer. As Daniel is praying, Gabriel appears to 
him to give him “insight and understanding” (v. 22). Gabriel tells him that a word went out at the 
beginning of  Daniel’s pleas for mercy, and that he is greatly loved. This serves as a reminder of  
who Daniel is: someone who is loved by the God of  the universe. Because of  what Christ has 
done on our behalf, the same can be said about us. We are part of  God’s chosen people if  we put 
our faith in Him, and so in the midst of  our own rebellion, we are also greatly loved. 
Additionally, this section highlights the necessity of  prayer. Although God is sovereign, He still is 
intimately involved and responds to Daniel. His sovereignty does not mean that it is not 
important to seek Him in prayer and make pleas before Him. 

Observation vs. 24-27. The seventy weeks. Gabriel promises rescue for God’s people. The 
timing of  the rescue is not certain, but it provides hope to Israel. Their captivity and suffering has 
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an expiration date, and they can be confident that it is God who will bring them out of  it. While 
there will be “desolations”, Gabriel proclaims that “the decreed end is poured out on the 
desolator” (v. 27). Ultimately, evil will not win. God will win. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 

Personal Reflection/Application     
4) Daniel has been a man of  integrity, yet he confesses many sins before God. What does this say 
about what it means to be a person of  integrity? Is this a different picture of  “integrity” than you 
had previously thought? 
5)  Daniel’s confession begins from a broken heart (v. 3). How broken are we over our own sin? 
How can we cultivate a spirit of  brokenness over our own sin? 
6) Daniel offers several reasons for God to hear and heed his plea for mercy. What are these 
reasons? What does this teach us about how we ought to plead with God? 
7) Daniel calls for the Lord to turn his anger and wrath away from his people and to show them 
mercy. How does this point to the Gospel? 
8) Gabriel responds to Daniel after he prays earnestly. What does this say about the role and 
agency of  prayer? 
9) Gabriel reminds Daniel that he is greatly loved. How have you seen God’s grace and love be 
abused in the context of  sin and how have you seen it be used to battle and overcome sin?  How 
does this influence our own lives in our attitudes toward sin, prayer, or God? 

Prayer -Father, would you increase my devotion to you.  I pray that through my devotion you 
would prepare my heart to stand for you no matter what comes in life.  
*Resources used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible.Daniel 7- Study Guide 


