
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Class and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 7 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different.  Have you ever heard or made a prediction that seemed too radical or 
ridiculous to believe? What was that prediction based on? How confident or fearful were you that 
it would come to pass? 

Introduction and Context of  Chapter 7: 
While chapters 1-6 were organized in a chronological manner, chapter 7 begins a series of  visions 
that Daniel receives. While Daniel had previously interpreted other kings’ dreams, here, his own 
vision is interpreted by someone else.  Daniel also shows us another side of  him as he responds to 
what is happening in this text. Chapter 7 takes place during the reign of  Belshazzar (who was 
king after Nebuchadnezzar), so this dream occurs sometime between chapters 4 and 5. 

Observation vs. 1-8. Daniel’s vision of  4 beasts. While Belshazzar was king, Daniel himself  
had a dream. While previously, kings and rulers were the ones having such visions, Daniel is now 
the one who has this experience. In this dream, four winds were swirling around the sea, and four 
beasts came up out of  the sea. The four beasts include a lion with eagles’ wings, a bear with three 
ribs in its mouth, a four-headed leopard with four wings, and a fourth beast with ten horns. A 
little horn also comes up out of  this fourth beast. While there is some disagreement as to what 
each beast represents, it is widely believed that the lion is Babylon, the bear is Persia (who would 
defeat Babylon), the leopard is Greece, and the fourth beast is the Roman Empire. 

Observation vs. 9-12. Ancient of  Days. In this portion of  Daniel’s vision, God is described as 
the Ancient of  Days (this exact phrase not found outside Daniel), and He is given awe-inspiring 
characteristics. He is described as having “clothing white as snow”, “hair of  his head like pure 
wool”, “his throne was fiery flames”, and “a thousand thousands served him”. This is an image 
of  God that displays His eternality, His power, and dominion. After providing this description, 
Daniel writes that the beasts are brought before the judgment of  the Ancient of  Days, and the 
beast with the little horn is killed. However, while the dominion of  the other beasts is taken away, 
they are allowed to live (unlike the previous beast). 

Observation vs. 13-14. Son of  Man is given dominion. Here is a picture of  “one like a son 
of  man” coming to the Ancient of  Days. This son of  man is given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, and all peoples and languages serve him. The kingdom that he is given is an eternal 
kingdom that will not pass away; he will rule forever. Jesus himself  quotes from this passage in 
Matthew 26:64, describing Himself  as the Son of  Man. Based on this, we can see that Jesus will 
be given dominion and have ultimate victory over evil, which is an encouragement to those facing 
persecution. Although earthly evils may prevail in the moment, we can be confident that Jesus 
will ultimately, and eternally, be the victor. 

Observation vs. 15-28. Daniel’s Vision Interpreted. Daniel is anxious and troubled, which 
is a change from the calm confidence that he has displayed throughout the previous chapters. He 
goes to someone else (this interpreter is simply described as “one of  those who stood there” in 
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verse 16) who tells him that the four beasts represent four kings. However, “the saints of  the Most 
High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever” (verse 18). 
Daniel inquires further as to the identity of  the fourth beast, and the interpreter tells him that it 
represents a fourth kingdom that will devour the whole earth. The beast’s ten horns symbolize 
ten kings that will arise out of  this kingdom, and there will be another king that comes after 
them. This king will persecute the saints, and they will be given over into his hand “for a time, 
times, and half  a time” (verse 25). However, after being judged, this king’s dominion will pass, 
and the kingdom of  the Most High will rule forever. The greatness of  this kingdom will be given 
to the saints as well. This provides further encouragement to persecuted believers. While suffering 
will come, it will only be temporary, and we can be confident that the God who we love, and who 
loves us, will rule forever.  As we move away from historical narrative and begin the chapters  
with prophetic meaning, it is important to unpack why prophecy is important and how these 
promises and events that will come to pass should change our worldview, response to trouble, etc. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 

Personal Reflection/Application     
4) When you hear about bible prophecy, what comes to mind? Why is prophecy necessary and 
what purpose does it serve? 
5) Daniel is troubled and anxious after having this vision and hearing its interpretation. Are you 
surprised with his reaction based on what you know from previous chapters? What does this say 
about human nature when it comes to things we do not understand?  
6) What characteristics of  God do we see in verses 9-12? How does this influence the way you 
view or interact with God? Do you think this is compatible with a merciful view of  God?  
7) Verses 13-14 describe the coming of  the Son of  Man. Do we look forward to the future 
coming of  this Son of  Man? How does your life reflect that? What are some practical ways that 
can help us “long for his appearing” as mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:8? 
8) After considering how God’s way of  operating is different from our way of  operating (God’s 
economy vs. man’s economy), how does this affect the way you live in the face of  persecution and 
trials?  What decisions have you made recently (like taking a stand for Christ) that have brought 
persecution or “exile” in the culture that you live? 
9) We know how the story ends: with the coming of  the Son of  Man. How does this provide 
peace or confidence when facing’s the world’s kingdoms (this election, a more post christian 
culture/set of  beliefs)? 

Prayer -Father, would you increase my devotion to you.  I pray that through my devotion you 
would prepare my heart to stand for you no matter what comes in life.  
*Resources used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible.Daniel 7- Study Guide 


