
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Class and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 5 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different.  When do you find it the hardest to speak truth into difficult situations? 
Daniel always seems to have complete confidence that God will provide and take care of  him in 
any situation.  We find that in chapter 5 Daniel’s resolve and confidence is no different.  
Introduction and Context of  Chapter 5: 
This chapter has a similar structure to that of  chapter 4, but instead of  King Nebuchadnezzar 
being approached, it’s his successor and son, Belshazzar. Not to be confused with Daniel’s 
Babylonian name Belteshazzar, Belshazzar the king, was feasting when handwriting suddenly 
appeared on the wall. He searched for someone to interpret what was written, and Daniel was 
brought forth to tell the king the meaning.  

Observation vs. 1-4 
These verses describe the feast that Belshazzar is having. He is celebrating and is completely 
content in his current circumstances. Although his father appears to have praised God at the end 
of  chapter 4, we find Belshazzar living in pride and sin with no indication that he recognizes any 
authority over himself. The great feast is an indication that he doesn’t seem bothered by his 
wrongdoing. Additionally, Belshazzar takes gods (made with hands) that had previously been 
removed from the temple and begins to praise them. Although his father had praised the Most 
High God, Belshazzar appears to be only interested in praising his kingdom and serving pagan 
gods. 

Observation vs. 5-9 
In the middle of  this feast, “the fingers of  a human hand appeared” (v. 5) and write on the wall. 
This writing greatly alarmed the king. His color changed (v. 6), and he called loudly for someone 
to tell him the meaning of  the writing (v. 7). When all the wise men were unable to interpret the 
writing, the king becomes greatly alarmed, and his color changes again (v. 9). Belshazzar 
experiences a complete reversal of  mood: he is feasting and praising little “g” gods one moment, 
and the next, he is severely troubled. Such a drastic change indicates that something that 
Belshazzar values greatly- whether it is power, security, possessions, etc.- is in danger. 

Observation vs. 10-21 
Daniel is, once again, a second option. Although he had interpreted some of  Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dreams in the past, he is forgotten until the queen mentions that a man named Daniel had “light 
and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of  the gods” (v. 11). She does not recognize that 
it is the Most High God who provides Daniel with his revelation and skill, but she knows that 
there is something special about him. As a result, Daniel is called in front of  the king. 
Daniel is offered a reward for interpreting the writing, but turns down the physical gifts without 
hesitation (v. 17). He is not revealing the meaning of  the writing for himself, but he’s doing it 
because it is a message that the king needs to hear. Before discussing the interpretation, Daniel 
begins to talk about Nebuchadnezzar. He reminds Belshazzar how Nebuchadnezzar was once 
king, and how his kingship had been given to him by God. Daniel recalls Nebuchadnezzar’s pride 
and the way in which he was humbled so that “he knew that the Most High God rules the 
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kingdom of  mankind and sets over it whom he will” (v. 21). Daniel is setting the stage so that his 
response and interpretation point back to God, and he contrasts Nebuchadnezzar’s response to 
pride with Belshazzar’s response. 

Observation vs. 22-31  
Even though Belshazzar “knew all this” (v. 22), he has not humbled his heart. Apparently, 
Belshazzar already had his chance to repent from his pride, but he has failed to do so. As a result, 
this writing was sent to him. There are three words that are inscribed: Mene, Tekel, and Peres. 
These three words indicate that Belshazzar’s kingdom will end, that he has been “weighed in the 
balances and found wanting” (v. 27), and that his kingdom will be given to the Medes and 
Persians. Belshazzar responds to this interpretation, not by praising God as his predecessor 
Nebuchadnezzar would have done, but by honoring Daniel. He even proclaims that Daniel will 
help rule the kingdom. However, Belshazzar is killed that night, and Darius the Mede receives his 
kingdom. Belshazzar is approached about his pride, but instead of  repenting, he continues in his 
arrogance and fails to seek after the true God. This results in his untimely death. God 
demonstrates that He is ultimately the One who reigns.   We serve a God who is long-suffering, 
but we are given no promise on the length of  time that God gives his mercy. God calls all who are 
in rebellion against Him to repent and turn back to the Him. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 
Personal Reflection/Application     
4) When Daniel was brought in before the king to interpret the handwriting, he was ready to 
respond. What do you think are some characteristics or practices of  Daniel that allowed him to 
be prepared? What steps can we take to be prepared to stand for truth or to defend the God we 
serve? 
5) Belshazzar seemed to be blind to the sin in his life (vv.22-23).  What are some potential 
blindspots in your life that might break fellowship with God? Or what are some examples in your 
past of  these blindspots?  Who do you have in your life that can show you blindspots and can 
speak truth into your life?   
6) Daniel lived in Babylon for an estimated 70 years.  Although he was in a pagan culture, he 
never departed from the truth of  who God is.  The testimony of  scripture is that he was faithful 
to God.  As you look back over the years of  your walk with Christ, what made the difference in 
times when you were faithful to God and what was absent in the times when your were unfaithful 
to God? 
7) Even after knowing what had happened to Nebuchadnezzar, and after being confronted about 
his pride, Belshazzar still does not give up his sin. Is there anything in your life that needs 
repentance? 
Prayer -Father, I pray for my life to bring your name glory.  Help me to have the testimony of  
Daniel, a man who was faithful to you and who stood for the truth in times when it was not 
popular to do so.  

*Resources used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible.


