
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Class and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 11 & 12 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different. Have you ever skipped to the end of  a book to see how the story will 
unfold? If  so, did that change your perception of  the events that happened throughout the course 
of  the book? How so? How did you read that book differently than other books that you did not 
know the ending? As we come to the final two chapters of  Daniel we find the same thing, the 
ending. We will see what Daniel teaches us about the end of  God’s story? 

Introduction and Context of  Chapter 11: 
Chapters 11 and 12 comprise the final two chapters in the book of  Daniel. In a vision, an angel 
of  the Lord describes in great detail the rising and falling of  earthly kingdoms, and in chapter 12 
he describes a time when God and His people will reign victoriously. Chapter 12 features some 
similarities to events described in Revelation. 

Observation Chapter 11. Kings of  the North and South. The angel describes rises and 
falls of  great earthly kingdoms, from Egypt to Persia to Greece. In the midst of  these, God 
demonstrates that He is ultimately sovereign over them and that human plans are ultimately 
subject to His plans. He foreknows what will happen, and while human rulers might try to gain 
power, they do not hold the power that only God holds. 

One specific ruler that is described in chapter 11 is Antiochus. It is believed that he is the 
“contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not been given” that is referred to in verse 21. 
Here, Antiochus foreshadows the Antichrist. Antiochus severely oppressed Christians, and he was 
filled with lies and deception. However, the persecution that is faced by believers serves to 
ultimately strengthen them “so that they may be refined, purified, and made white, until the time 
of  the end” (verse 35). 

Beginning in verse 36, there are multiple views as to the interpretation of  the text. Some believe 
that this is simply a furthering of  the aforementioned prophesy about Antiochus, while others 
believe it is a prophecy about the end of  times that has still yet to occur. It describes a ruler who 
“shall speak astonishing things against the God of  gods” (verse 36) and who “shall magnify 
himself  above all” (verse 37). This ruler will overtake many foreign lands, will set up his final 
camp between the seas and the Holy Mountain (in Jerusalem), “yet he shall come to his end, with 
none to help him” (verse 45). While this ruler will be one of  the most powerful beings known to 
man, he still will ultimately and decisively fall. He shows that resisting God can only end in 
defeat. God will, in the end, be victorious. 

Observation Chapter 12. The Time of  the End. At the end of  time, there will be intense 
trouble “such as never has been since there was a nation till that time” (verse 1). However, God’s 
people “shall be delivered”- “everyone whose name shall be written in the book” (verse 1). At this 
time, those who turn to righteousness shall shine like stars. Daniel hears these proclamations, and 
he is perplexed. He asks about the timeline of  these events, and he remarks that he does not 
understand (verse 8). However, the angel responds by telling him to go on his way because the 
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words are shut up until the time of  the end. Finally, the angel offers eternal reassurance: “And 
you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of  the days” (verse 13).  There are 
so many things in Chapter 11 leading into Chapter 12 that are hard to understand.  One thing 
that is clear and not difficult to understand is that we know how the story ends.  We know that we 
serve a God who is victorious and that His people will be delivered!  We serve a God who is just 
and will judge good and evil and will set things right (vv. 2-3).  God is calling the church to go and 
serve Him wholeheartedly, regardless of  circumstances, and trust that He will be with us; that we 
are citizens of  His kingdom and that He will make things right in the end.  Praise be to God!  

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 

Personal Reflection/Application     
4) Read Daniel 11:33.  It describes suffering for “the wise.” How does this affect the way you 
view your own suffering today? In what ways have you seen God work even in suffering? 
5)  What does the promise of  God’s eternal reign, which Daniel is given through the vision, 
produce in the believer in times of  pain, hardship, suffering and persecution? 
6) Daniel 12:1-3 speaks of  resurrection. If  God will raise us from the dead and give us eternal 
life, what should be our response be in this life now?   How can we be sure that our resurrection is 
a reality?   
7) How might Daniel’s remarks in 12:8 that he “heard but did not understand” encourage you as 
you try to understand these visions?  In other words, we might not understand what God is saying 
and doing in our lives but He has been clear in other ways.  What has God made clear to you as 
His child? 
8) What ultimately happens to the earthly rulers that are described in these chapters? How could 
this encourage you in light of  today’s changing political landscape?  How should we live in light 
of  this fact as dual citizens (earthly and heavenly)? 
9) A major theme throughout Daniel is that God is ultimately sovereign over earthly rulers and 
that he will reign forever. How much do you long for His eternal reign? What could help to 
increase your desire to see God reign? 
10) You may want to talk through some of  the highlighted verses talked about in the book of  
Daniel:   
2:27-28 - “Daniel answered the king and said, ‘No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, but there is a God in heaven 
who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the 
latter days…’” 
2:44 - “And in the days of  those kings the God of  heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never 
be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever…” 
3:17-18 – “If  this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of  your hand, O king. But if  not, be it known to you, O king, 
that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 



3:25 – “He answered and said, ‘But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of  the fire, and 
they are not hurt, and the appearance of  the fourth is like a son of  the gods.’” 
4:17 – “The sentence is by the decree of  the watchers, the decision by the word of  the holy ones, 
to the end that the living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of  men and gives it to 
whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of  men.” 
4:37 – “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of  heaven, for all his works 
are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble.” 
6:10 – “When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he 
had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times 
a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.” 
6:20-22 – “As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of  anguish. The 
king declared to Daniel, ‘O Daniel, servant of  the living God, has your God, whom you serve 
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?’ Then Daniel said to the king, ‘O king, live 
forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, 
because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.’” 
7:13-14 – “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of  heaven there came one like a 
son of  man, and he came to the Ancient of  Days and was presented before him. And to him was 
given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed.” 
9: 18-19 – “O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, and 
the city that is called by your name. for we do not present our pleas before you because of  our 
righteousness, but because of  your great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay 
attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your city and your people 
are called by your name.” 
9:23 – “At the beginning of  your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to 
you, for you are greatly loved…” 
11:32 – “He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know 
their God shall stand firm and take action.” 
12:1b – “But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found 
written in the book.” 
12:13 – “But go your way till the end. And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at 
the end of  days.” 

Prayer -Father, help me to view suffering in light of  what Christ has done for me.  I may not 
understand everything in your word and everything that happens to me but I can know who you 
are and what you have done for me. I pray that my life would be characterized by a deep and 
lasting trust in you God.  

*Resources used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible. 


