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Let's open our Bibles to 2nd Corinthians chapter 9.  
 
I want to invite you to participate with me for just a minute. I want to do a little hand 
raising survey, and I want you to play along with me, participate a little bit. You’ve 
got your Bibles there; just rest them on your lap or in the chair beside you. I want to 
know about what you love by show of hands. I want to give you some options, and 
it'll be a quick decision. Beach or mountains- which one do you love? Just show me. 
How many beach people in the room? Let me see your hands. How many mountain 
people in the room? Let me see your hands. It’s a little bit busier at the beach. 
 
 Cake or pie? How many cake people in the room? All right, how many pie people in 
the room. All right, pie in the mountains and a lot of cake at the beach, looks like to 
me.  
 
Well, what about pizza or burgers? How many pizzas in the room? How many 
burgers in the room? Some of you did both; you went twice! I saw that! Yeah, it was 
just the left-hand and right-hand but the same person! You want one in each hand, 
pizza in one hand and a burger in the other. 
 
 How about minivan or SUV? Minivan? SUV? All right, good.  
 
It's a quick decision. I know there are probably a few personalities in the room right 
now that are just like, “Give me more time!” We think about the things we love and 
we make quick choices about really where we would line up, but I want you to think 
with me for a few minutes about what God loves. What does God love? If we give 
categories to God, when does His hand go up? When does He raise His hand? He 
made the beach and the mountains. He’s got to love them both.  
 
The Bible tells us that there are some things that God hates. There’s a list of those in 
Proverbs 6. Let me just remind you of these. Proverbs 6 tells us there are things that 
God hates that He sees as an abomination. Proverbs 6 verse 16 says, “There are six 
things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him: haughty eyes, a 
lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, 
feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies, and one 
who sows discord among brothers.”  
 
So those are seven things that if we held them up and said, “God, what do you hate, 
unity or discord?” He hates discord. 
 
“God, what do you hate, honesty or lies?” He hates lies. 
 



“God, what do you hate, humility or pride?” Pride. 
 
Those are some things that God hates. But Scripture also teaches us that there are 
things that God loves. We know from the most famous verse in all Scripture that 
God loves the world. John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten son, that whoever believes in him will not perish but have everlasting life.” 
2nd Corinthians chapter 9 tells us that there's someone else that God loves; there’s 
something else that God loves. There's an action that He loves. There's an attitude 
with an action that He loves. In 2nd Corinthians chapter 9, we find out that God 
loves a cheerful giver. God loves a cheerful giver, and if you're looking this morning 
for just one take away, one big idea from the text this morning, it's this: God loves a 
cheerful giver. God loves a cheerful giver.  
 
We’re in a series for a few weeks here called “Church Matters.” We've had the Lord's 
Supper together; that matters. We've seen baptism together; that matters. We had a 
Sunday where we talked about our story - which is really His story- with just markers 
along the way of how God has blessed and worked and sustained and shown grace 
and mercy to us as a church family. And then we looked at essential beliefs. These 
beliefs matter. What we teach, what we hold to about God and Jesus- God the 
Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit- what we believe about man and salvation 
and how we come to be reconciled with God. Those are essential beliefs that we 
have that matter for the church. Last week, we took some time and we saw from 
Acts chapter 2 that names matter. We saw from Colossians that names matter. In 
the letter to the church in Colossae, Paul recognized at least 11 different people in the 
closing verses of that letter by name. We see that in a church that names matter; 
needs matter. We saw that as a new person in Christ that we are to wear the 
clothing of the new man. We are to wear the clothing of the new person, of the new 
character that we have when Jesus Christ comes to live in us. Those things matter. 
 
I want to show you today in this letter from Paul to the church at Corinth that giving 
matters, and not just giving but also the attitude that comes with giving. You see this 
single verse in 2 nd Corinthians 9:7 says, “Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” I'm struck 
by the fact that when God speaks about giving that it's not the amount that He 
celebrates, but it is the attitude and the action that He celebrates. He celebrates an 
attitude of cheerfulness when it comes to giving. He celebrates the action of giving, 
but the kind of giver that God loves- no wasted words here- is just a cheerful giver. 
Today, as you listen to this message it may have no impact on the amount of giving 
that you do the rest of your life. The great impact today of the Spirit of God in your 
life would be Him working on the attitude in your giving. Are you a giver? But the 
bigger question is this: are you a cheerful giver? 
 
Cheerful giving is life-giving. Cheerful giving is life-giving to a church. A church’s 
attitude over the action of giving matters. When you think about the opposite of the 
word “cheerful,” the dictionary tells me that the opposite of cheerful is “sad, drab, 



and dreary.” In a church life where it has become characterized by drabness and 
dreariness, one of the things you can guarantee is that you have a body of believers 
that have forsaken this discipline of being cheerful givers. How does that happen? 
How do we operate and live as a cheerful giver?  
 
Holy Spirit, help us as we look at these verses. Look at chapter 9, beginning in verse 
one. Paul is writing to the church at Corinth. He says, “Now it is superfluous for me to 
write to you about the ministry for the saints, for I know your readiness.” This phrase 
“ministry for the saints” was a term that was describing a service that Paul was doing. 
In his missionary travels, he was collecting an offering from churches that were 
Gentile churches, and he was going to take that offering back to Jerusalem to 
believers in Jerusalem to meet their needs and to be an encouragement to them as 
they lived under persecution in Jerusalem. He says, “Now it is superfluous for me to 
write to you about the ministry for the saints, for I know your readiness, of which I 
boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready 
since last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of them.”  
 
Paul writes to the church, and he’s not rebuking them, he's commending them. He's 
actually saying to them, “I've been talking about you to other churches. I've been 
using your story to motivate other people in what they are doing for the gospel.” 
What an amazing testimony. What a great story for this church, that Paul would say, 
“You give me reason to boast. I'm bragging on you. I’m proud of you. I’m thankful for 
you. I recognize you, and what's happening in your story is advancing the kingdom in 
the life of other churches.” 
 
Then verse three says, “But…” It’s a little humorous here; it’s so real and so practical 
what's going on here. And he says, “But I am sending the brothers so that our 
boasting about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready.” 
 
He says, “I know what your pattern is. I know what you've done in the past. I’m on 
my way there. I want to get there, but I don't want to get there and everything I've 
been bragging about not be ready when I get there. That’s going to embarrass me 
and it’s going to embarrass you.” And he goes on. He says, “so that our boasting 
about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said 
you would be. Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are 
not ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 
So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in 
advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not 
as an exaction. The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency 
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, “He has 
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He 
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 



for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving 
to God. For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints 
but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this 
service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them 
and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because of the 
surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!” 
 
That last phrase in verse 15 of chapter 9 is the summary statement that is really the 
supporting truth behind the whole conversation of being a cheerful giver. Paul talks 
about the practical collecting of an offering. He talks about sending somebody ahead 
to make sure they're ready when they get there with the offering. He talks about 
giving willingly and cheerfully, and he talks about how God has provided to be able 
to give. But it’s all tied to this last statement. He says, “Thanks be to God for his 
inexpressible gift.” It’s God giving to us Jesus Christ, God giving to us forgiveness, 
God giving to us grace and mercy, God giving to us eternal life- this inexpressible 
gift. “I run out of words to describe it,” Paul is saying. Thanks be to God. That's what 
the whole conversation of generosity and giving is tied to. When you and I talk 
about giving and being generous and being cheerful in our giving, it seems to be that 
the greater appreciation we have for what Christ has done in our life, the greater 
depth that we grasp God's forgiveness for our sin, the more it creates in us the spirit 
of giving, the spirit of generosity and a cheerfulness about being a part of that. 
That's the foundation for being a giving person with cheerfulness. 
 
When I look at these verses, I see four traits that put us in a position to be cheerful 
givers. Are you? Are you a cheerful giver? Is it fun to give for you? Is it exciting for 
you to give? Is it joyful for you to give? Here are four things we see about the church 
at Corinth that really describe a cheerful giver. Number one is a cheerful giver is 
ready to give. A cheerful giver is ready to give. He says in verse one: “Now it is 
superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, for I know your 
readiness.” It’s something you've been thinking about. It's something you've been 
planning for. It’s something that's a part of your life. It's something that's built-in. 
There’s preparation for it. There's a pattern; there's a track record of how you’ve 
given in the past and what I see in you is that there is a readiness in your spirit to be 
a giver. He goes on, and it’s like he says, “I know that’s your testimony, and I want to 
help with that. I’m going to send people to you to make sure you're ready.” He says, 
“I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in 
advance for the gift. I want to make sure this testimony is true. I want to make sure 
you're ready when others arrive.” 
 
You know what I find in my own life that makes me sad or dreary or drab when it 
comes to giving? It's opportunities to give when I'm not ready to give, when I haven't 
prepared to give. When I find myself in an unready place, an unprepared place, an 
unplanned place in giving, it takes the cheer out of it. It takes the joy out of it. In our 



life it translates into a lifestyle that doesn’t have giving and generosity planned into 
it. One of the healthiest things you can do for your spiritual life is to control your 
spending and plan for your giving. I think probably everyone of us have been in a 
position before where we have been in an environment where we sense the spirit of 
God convicted us or guided us or prompted us to give or to meet a particular need, 
and the first thing that comes to mind after we realize God wants us to do it is, “I'm 
not ready. I’m not able. I don't know where that's going to come from.” 
 
I practically encourage you to look at your life and find time and find a way to say 
today under the conviction of the Holy Spirit, “I'm going to ready my life to be a 
cheerful giver.” For many, that would mean to grab ahold of some kind of budgeting 
tool. Just like you use your calendar to budget your time or your watch to budget 
your time, as a family or an individual you would use some device to budget your 
money. And you would write into your resources that you have on this earth a plan, a 
sense of readiness to be able to respond to the spirit of God. Can you imagine today 
if the Spirit of God prompted your heart and you left this place and you found out 
somebody in your neighborhood had a need, or somebody in your school had a need 
and you had planned ahead of time to be generous and you had those resources to 
be able to go to that and say, “It's here. It's ready. I was just waiting on God's spirit to 
lead me and guide me”? Being able to take that ahead of time and say, “Here!”-it’s a 
totally different experience. It’s a totally different attitude when it comes to giving. It 
changes it from being a sad experience or a drab experience to being a cheerful 
experience. A cheerful giver will be ready to give. 
 
Secondly, we see in this passage of Scripture that a cheerful giver will be willing to 
give. It's a willing gift. We often link those two together. We talk about being ready 
and willing. It goes with cheerful giving. He says in verse five, “So I thought it 
necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the 
gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.” 
He isn’t saying, “I’m sending these guys to you to put some pressure on you to make 
sure you shape up and do what you're supposed to do.”  He sends them simply as a 
practical tool there to come to them and say, “Let's get the offering together.” 
Perhaps it would take time or ability to bring people together. Perhaps they have to 
do things to find those gifts to be able to put them together in a way that would 
travel with Paul to Jerusalem. He says, “But when they get there and they help you 
get ready, these guests are to come from an attitude of being willing.” He says, “It 
may be ready as ‘a willing gift, not as an exaction.’” Now there are two words I want 
to show you here, the word “gift” and the word “exaction.” A gift is something that is 
offered without expecting anything in return or without having received anything in 
advance. When we give a birthday gift, we don't say to people, “Here, you've earned 
it.” When we give a Christmas gift, we don't say to people, “Here's your gift; you 
worked for it!” A willing gift is something that has no strings attached before or 
after. It's just offered with an attitude or spirit that says, “Here, take it.” He says, “not 
as an exaction.” For about three days in my reading, every time I’d get to that word, I 
kept putting a “t-r” in there and reading it, “as a willing gift, not as an ‘extraction.’” 



One of our kids had their wisdom teeth cut out this week, so I guess it was just on 
my mind. I was reading and I thought, don't let giving seem like someone’s cutting it 
out of you! But it's pretty close actually! 
 
 If we’re not cheerful, we can find ourselves feeling like someone’s cutting it out of 
us. We think, “Leave me alone about giving!” Ready, willing. The word “exaction” is a 
forced payment. Our giving as a church family is not like taxes. We don't walk in 
today and say, “Okay, we know you’re members here and just wanted announce to 
you that beginning next week, we've raised it from 12% to 15%. Everybody, pay your 
church bill.” That’s not the way we live. It’s not an exaction. Our giving is something 
we do out of readiness. Our giving is something we do out of willingness. We’re not 
paying off God. We’re not saying, “God has given me salvation; I need to pay for it.” 
That’s not the kind of cheerful giving that God is talking about. He’s just saying that 
out of our heart we’re willing to live with open hands; we’re willing to let it go. It’s 
saying, “Here Lord, I'm willing. Take it.” 
 
 A third characteristic of a cheerful giver- ready to give, willing to give- the third 
characteristic is thankful to give. Does that ever creep into your giving? When the 
offering basket comes your way or you’re sitting at the computer at home clicking 
on some digital format of giving to someone or you're writing a check, do you ever 
find yourself writing that check being thankful? Lord, thank you that I'm able to give. 
Thank you Lord that You’ve made it possible for me to meet this need. Thank you 
Lord that You have supplied for me so that I can supply for others. That's what Paul 
addresses here in verse 10 of 2nd Corinthians 9. He says, “He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness.” And verse 11 is even more clear: “You will be 
enriched in every way to be generous in every way.”  
 
E.V. Hill- I listened to a sermon of his this week, and he made the statement: “God 
seldom has you in mind when He blesses you.” Chew on that a little bit. What he was 
saying is that when God blesses us, He's putting something in our hands. He's 
enriching us; He’s enriching our account. He's enriching our lives with the intention of 
it not being dammed up in your pool. His intention is to pass it to you so that you 
can be generous with others. “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in 
every way.” E.V. Hill went on in that message, and in only the way he could say it, he 
said, “If God can get it through you, He’ll give it to you.” Think about that. God 
blesses. God provides. It’s not the amount that He’s talking about, He’s talking about 
an attitude of being ready, of being willing, of being thankful. In our giving, we look 
and say, “You know what? Even that I'm in a position to spend is because God has 
provided for me. And certainly if I'm in a position to spend because God has 
provided, then I certainly am in a position to give because God has provided.” He 
enriches in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God.  
 
A cheerful giver is one who’s ready to give, willing to give, and thankful to give. A 



thankful, grateful heart is someone who's been gripped by the grace of God. And I 
just ask you, has God's grace gripped your giving? Are you a gracious giver? Jesus 
said in Matthew 6 that “wherever your treasure is there your heart will be also.” 
Whatever we're doing with our treasure, wherever we put our treasure- that's what 
we’re going to love. Do you know why the University of Georgia is in a billion-dollar 
campaign? Because they believe that over the years, people have put their treasure 
so much into the University of Georgia that they love it so much that they’ll give 
more than they've ever given before. And it applies in every area of life. Where we 
put our treasure is what we we’re going to love. These are the words of Jesus. Are 
you thankful to give? Does it put a smile in your heart, put a smile on your face 
because you know you wouldn't be here able to do this if God had not given you 
seed to sow, if He had not given you money to give. 
 
A fourth characteristic of a cheerful giver is a person who realizes that they're saved 
to give. Look at it. He says in verse 13: “By their approval of this service, they will 
glorify God.” Our giving is going to result in people praising God “because of your 
submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ.” What are they 
submitting to? They’re submitting to this confession: Jesus Christ is my Lord. Jesus 
Christ is my Savior. I've received His grace. I’ve received His mercy. I’ve been forgiven. 
He’s saying when you submit to that faith, when you submit to that grace, when you 
submit to that mercy, what happens is it results in obedience. And in this context, it’s 
an obedience of generosity. It's that story right there where Paul says, “Thanks be to 
God for his inexpressible gift.” When the inexpressible gift gets ahold of our heart 
and our life, we overflow with cheerfulness. We’re generous, we submit, we are 
obedient. We want to be a part of what God has done in us; we want to be a part of 
that happening in the lives of others.  
 
Let’s flip this around: ready to give, willing to give, thankful give, saved to give. What 
would make us be a sad giver? What would make us be a drab giver? What would 
make us be mad at the preacher right now for talking about giving? Number one: 
spiritually we may know Christ, but we find ourselves not ready to give. Just not 
ready. Not ready practically- overspent, overcommitted. And what would the spirit of 
God say to you today about some first steps to be ready, to be generous? Do you 
realize that if God has given us money, that He intended to pass through us to be a 
blessing in the lives of other people? But yet when we receive it, if we're not ready to 
let it go, do you see how we're hindering God's plan for working even in the lives of 
others beyond us?  Willing to give- maybe today you would not be a cheerful giver 
because you just say, “I'm not willing. I worked for this. I earned this. I've been 
looking forward to this. I’m just not willing.” I want you to lay that before the Spirit 
of God and just ask Him to help you, teach you, convict you, show you what He 
wants to do in creating a willing spirit, showing you that He's the provider, He's the 
One who has given you what you have. A person who would not be cheerful in 
giving instead of being grateful or thankful to give would be bitter about it.  
 
Last, it could be today that the reason that giving for you is so hard is because you've 



never tasted the grace of God. One of the things that the Spirit of God may do to 
convict you of your need of a Savior has to do with the sin of greed or the sin of just 
holding earthly things so tight. God would show you that you're not trusting Him. 
You're not walking in faith with Him, but you're trusting in your wall of riches or 
you’re trusting in the fortress that you've built with your own resources. Maybe 
today, the Spirit of God would break through and show you that even through the 
way you handle money and resources that you have never made a true confession of 
your faith and trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior. Why not lay that down today and 
trust Him? 
 
In our church right now, there's not a crisis. I’m speaking to you because when I look 
at the first century church, what I see is the story that God was writing. I see how 
they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, how they devoted themselves to 
the fellowship like we talked about last week of names mattering and needs 
mattering. But you also see in the life of the first century church that giving mattered 
and generosity mattered. It says that “they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts” in Acts 2:43. Their hearts, their life reflected the grace of God and 
created generosity in their spirits and in their heart. And as a church, you and I, we 
need to grow in this grace of giving. I'm not talking about an amount. I’m saying we 
need to grow in this grace of giving when it comes to our attitude of giving, when it 
comes to being willing and ready and thankful for how God has provided. 
 
So what's the challenge this week? The challenge this week is for you to give 
something away. I like that we come to this time in a worship service right now, 
we've already passed the baskets. Amen? We've already done that. I'm saying to you 
this week: give something away. Try it. Take something that's precious to you, take a 
financial gift. Take something that you look at and say, “this is a treasure.” Give 
something away. Watch the adventure start of being a cheerful giver. Watch the 
cloud lift off of your spirit. Watch the depression move out when you begin to share, 
when you begin to be ready, willing, and thankful from your soul and your heart 
because of the grace that God has poured out in your life.  
 
I'm listening to myself preach right now. I wrestled with this this week. I think about 
giving, and we have five kids and a daughter-in-law. I remember twenty years ago 
somebody saying to me, “Carlos, you just have to understand that these are the 
paying years.” Twenty years later I realized I’m still in the paying years. Are you with 
me? It’s college, it’s refrigerators, and it’s cars. I was sharing with the guys this week 
in Bible study, I said, “I pray about money.” I pray about money- cars and college. It 
seems like it’s alliterated just like any good preacher, okay? I'm with you in this, and 
we wrestle. I really think that God wants to do something life-giving in our church 
and in us individually. Be generous. Love Jesus and be a cheerful giver, and just see 
what He does.  


