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Vic Doss is our college pastor. This September marks 15 years that Vic has served 
with us on staff here at Watkinsville. This past Friday, Vic was on campus at UGA 
sharing the gospel with students and others there, doing the same. I got a text from 
Vic, and he shared with me that a freshman guy, a 17-year-old guy had just prayed to 
receive Jesus Christ. What a great way to start your semester! He shared with me 
also in the text that he had just spoken with a young man from China about Jesus, 
and that gentleman shared with him that it was the first time he had ever had a 
conversation about Jesus in his life, his perhaps first day on campus, that came up. 
Vic sent a next text and it said this – “It's days like these I realize I literally have the 
greatest job in the world.” And then he said, “Thanks for making that phone call 15 
years ago.” In my mind I'm thinking, “Thanks for taking that call 15 years ago.” But 
long before I called Vic, God called Vic. And long before Vic took that call from me, 
Vic had taken a call from God. Today I want to stand before you at this nine o’clock 
hour and I simply want to raise the possibility that God is calling you to serve him 
with your life, in your vocation in a role of ministry leadership, or as the apostle Paul 
referred to it as “ministry stewardship.”  
 
Let’s open our Bibles to Colossians chapter 1. Colossians chapter 1- and we’re going 
to read a few verses about Paul's description of his ministry stewardship, of his 
ministry call. Every one of us in a universal way are called to ministry when we trust 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; the Holy Spirit comes to live within us; we receive 
spiritual gifts, spiritual grace to be used in ministry for the up-building of the church 
and up-building of the kingdom of God. This is a universal call that God works and he 
uses us in ministry, but there is a very specific way that God calls and assigns tasks. 
And we see this in the life of Paul, we see it in a lot of Nehemiah, we see it in the life 
of Esther, we see it in the life of others scattered throughout Scripture like Timothy 
and Peter. And today I want to eventually get to this point of God calling you, calling 
someone in this room to a specific task of ministry leadership. 
 
Colossians chapter 1, beginning in verse 24 Paul writes the church at Colossae: 
 
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 
lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I 
became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for 
you, to make the word of God fully known,  the mystery hidden for ages and 
generations but now revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, 
struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 
 



Paul says “I became a minister” up in verse -we didn't read it- but in verse 23 he says 
if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope 
of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven 
and of which I Paul became a minister. And then verse 25, “of which I became a 
minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you to 
make the word of God fully known.” This word stewardship, a   specific Greek word 
that is oikonomia  . Oikonomia   – this word we translate stewardship is a word that 
was used to describe responsibility, or authority, or obligation that was given to an 
everyday house servant. A responsibility, an obligation, authority that has been given 
to a household servant. And Paul picks up this word in his understanding of being a 
minister, and it's as if Paul is saying, “In the household of God, as a servant of the 
Lord for his body, for his bride, for his church, I have this responsibility. I've been 
given this authority. I have laid up on me this obligation to make the word of God 
fully known. I'm compelled by this; I've been assigned this.” 
 
 You see this echoed in the way that Paul would address his letters to different 
churches. In this letter of Colossians he said in verse one, chapter 1 “Paul, an apostle 
of Christ Jesus by the will of God” and he repeats that over and over again in his 
letters. He identifies himself as a servant or as an apostle. And he always indicates- 
he says, “it's by the will of God.” This is what God has assigned to me; this is the 
stewardship that God has laid on me. This is the obligation that God has laid on me 
to make his name his word fully known. While I'm speaking about this call of God, 
this call to ministry, this call to this stewardship, let me give you kind of a long 
definition of what I'm talking about here. It's a lot of words, but each word - each 
one so important. When I speak of this call to ministry, understand where I'm coming 
from. When I pull together what I see in Scripture of this call, I understand it to be 
this:  God communicating to an individual His will - that’s a capital H. God 
communicating to an individual His will to serve him in a task focused on the spiritual 
needs, spiritual nurture, and spiritual development of another person or group of 
persons. Let me say that again. This call to ministry stewardship is God 
communicating to an individual His will to serve him in a task focused on the spiritual 
needs, spiritual nurture, and spiritual development of another person or group of 
persons. 
 
I'm wondering if maybe in this room there's a young girl, a young guy, an older man 
or an older lady- that God is calling you to serve him in some specific task not 
defined, not sure what that is yet, or maybe you are. But you know that there is this 
sense of “oughtness”- this sense of obligation that there’s something that is more 
that God wants to do with your life that involves the spiritual needs, nurture, and 
development of other people. Some shorter definitions that maybe would bring 
even greater clarity to this idea: one person defined a call to ministry stewardship as 
“the unmistakable conviction an individual possesses that God wants him or her to 
do a specific task.” Someone else wrote that this ministry call is “a profound 
impression from God that establishes parameters for your life.” In other words, it's 
this call that puts buoys that kind of guide you, that kind of point you and shape you 



and send you toward a specific task, a specific responsibility. Someone else in just 
four words described it as “a weighty purpose in life.” And then I love just these 
simple words by Oswald Chambers writing in his devotional, My Utmost for His 

Highest   - he simply described it as “a necessity laid upon you.” A necessity laid upon 
you. 
 
And before we go further into this text and speak about this specific call to ministry 
stewardship, I want to call your attention to the fact that Scripture speaks of God's 
call in our life in other ways as well - at least three additional ways. In God's word we 
see that God calls us to salvation. Romans chapter 8 speaks of God's work in our life 
when it comes to salvation, and it shows us theologically and it shows us this 
doctrine of salvation and says that, “those he called he also justified.” This practical 
picture of God calling someone to salvation is seen in that encounter Jesus had with 
Zacchaeus when he was passing through on his way to Jerusalem. He spots 
Zacchaeus is in a tree and he speaks and he calls his name; he says,  “Come down 
from that tree, I'm going to be in your house today!” And then later in conversation 
around that meal, Jesus says to Zacchaeus, “Salvation has come to this house today.”  
 
God calls us, he draws us, he speaks to us; he calls us to salvation and justifies us. And 
maybe before you would ever think about being involved in serving the Lord in some 
way, today God would have you in this room for just this few seconds in this 
message. For the Spirit of God is speaking to you about trusting Jesus as your Lord 
and Savior. That tug, that pull, that draw, that conviction that you’ve sinned and you 
fall short of the holiness of God. Realize that God loves you so much that he's made 
a way for you to have that broken relationship with him restored. Sin separates you 
from God. Jesus Christ came and took on flesh, and he went to the cross and on that 
cross, he bore the iniquity of us all. And he died there shedding his blood, and his 
blood was payment- was atonement for our sin, and satisfying the wrath of God 
toward his judgment on sin. And the Bible says that when we by grace through faith 
where we trust him, we believe in him, we have new life. Your sins are forgiven. Right 
now you could just without even hearing another word of the sermon you could call 
out to Jesus and say to him: “I receive you, I believe you, I trust you as the one who 
paid for my sins.” And you know what he does? He saves you. His Holy Spirit comes 
to live in you. He gives to you his righteousness so that when you stand before God 
you're justified. God sees you through the righteousness of Christ; he doesn't see 
your sin and hold that over you; he sees Christ who paid for your sin. And maybe 
God is calling you right now to trust him as your Lord and Savior. 
 
God also calls us to discipleship. We preach 30-minute sermons, 40-minute sermons, 
50-minute sermons. Jesus preached a two-word sermon. Jesus to all of his disciples 
in two words: “Follow me.” Follow me. Follow me. And that's the call when you are 
saved when you trust Christ. Right now in this room, wouldn’t it be awesome? 
Maybe it's like that young guy Friday on the campus at UGA who trusted Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. His sins are forgiven, he gets a new life, the Holy Spirit lives in him, 
the righteousness of Christ is applied to his heart-his account. What then? Jesus said 



“Follow me.” Follow me. Go ye therefore into all the world make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and Son and the Holy Spirit; 
teaching them to observe all things that I've commanded you. That's discipleship. 
And when we trust Christ as a 10-year-old or as a 40-year-old, what we do next? We 
follow him. We follow his word. We let him lead, we let him guide; we are crucified 
with Christ and he lives in us. We follow him.  
 
And then third, there's a call to holiness. Don't be mistaken that salvation, 
forgiveness of sins is just this one- time event in our life; we checked the box and 
filled out the card, we go under the water, we’re good, we’re safe and then we’re off. 
“Whatever the world brings, whatever I want to do- as long as I've got that policy in 
the bank, I'm safe when I die.”  God’s word calls us to holiness. First Peter chapter 1, 
verse 15 says that “he who called you is holy and you also be holy in all your 
conduct.” Maybe today just a few seconds of the message- just to say to you as a 
saved person- Jesus says to you to follow him, that it is a call for you to look at your 
life and see that there's some things in your life that really where you need to be 
today is pursuing holiness, pursuing purity in your life, looking at your conduct and 
seeing if your position in Christ matches your practice in Christ. To see if you're 
walking in step with the Holy Spirit. To see if you're walking in holiness becoming 
more and more and more like Christ. A call to salvation, a call to discipleship, a call to 
holiness.  
 
Let me speak for just a few closing moments here about our call to ministry 
stewardship. This call to ministry stewardship is a call to look at your life. And really I 
would stand here and I would not be the one calling you to ministry; it would be 
simply my role to stand before you to do as what Dr. Scarborough said over 100 
years ago as president of Southwestern Seminary, is that I stand before you to “call 
out the call.” The call’s already there: an inward stirring and outward affirmation. God 
is saying to you this morning, “I brought you in this room and I want you today to 
come to me, and I want to use you for a specific task in making the gospel fully 
known.” My heart, my passion would be for some of you in this room today that God 
would call you to be pastors. That God would call you to serve the local church and 
be a shepherd. You say, “Well pastor, why would you stand before us? There’s so 
many of us, we wouldn't expect it all the men in this room or all the people in this 
room would wind up -?” But no- I stand before you to call you to it because I love it. I 
love Christ, and God wants to do a work. He stirred in my heart, and there was a day 
where I would sit right where you sit and they would work through some message, 
and it might be about the rapture of the church, and I'm sitting there thinking, “God 
wants me to be a pastor. I think the Spirit of God is calling me!” And it was just- it 
would just be this over and over and over again. I had been saved; I'd been baptized- 
I just thought, “What else -what are you saying? What are you saying?”  
 
You know that when you and I experience something and love something, what 
really heightens that love and experience is what? Telling somebody else about it, 
bringing somebody else along. And when I stand before you week after week, and I 



experience the joy of being a shepherd, the joy of being a pastor, the joy of declaring 
the word of God, it's like I look around and I think, “There is no greater work that I 
could imagine being a part of.” And I think that in this room that you may be 
wrestling with something; you may be as someone used to say, you may be “running 
from the call.” I want to stand in front of you today and say don't run! Don't wrestle, 
don't fight it- to listen to the spirit of God and see if there's something, and just lay 
down those excuses and see if maybe the spirit of God is calling out to you for you 
to serve him in the local church in some way somewhere around this globe. It may be 
in some area of what we would call missions. It may be some role involved with the 
church staff. But you know that God wants to use your life to make him known in 
the lives of others.  
 
You say, “Pastor, how do I know?” Check your affections. What is it that you love? 
What is it that motivates you? Where do you find joy? Where do you find 
enthusiasm; where do you find your excitement? God has made you and created 
you, and he’s knit you together in your mother's womb. And he puts those desires 
there, and he puts those dreams there, and he puts those thoughts there. Let me just 
mention to you five motivations. Five loves for you to just search your heart of these 
things that you love. Do you love people? Do you love people? Now I’m not asking if 
you love what people do all the time, if we just base loving people based on people's 
actions. I read a couple years ago another pastor’s message on Twitter; I was just 
following this guy who was pastoring in Kentucky and he put out this post, and he 
was obviously addressing his church family. And it just said something like, “Church, 
you've reached your quota. No more stupid today.” I just, I wondered what had just 
come across his desk. You've reached your quota- no more stupid. No more stupid. 
Certainly there will be times we deal with people that we don't love what they do; 
we don't love their actions. But there's something in your heart, in your mind where 
you see - created in God's image, God's people- that sin has wrecked lives and you 
love God's creation. You want to be involved in their life, you want to know them, 
you want to walk with them; you want to serve with them. And you see this in the 
life of Paul when you look in Colossians over and over again in his letters. He speaks 
of how he’s burdened for the people, he loves the people, he prays for the people. 
He had a deep love for those that God had called him to. 
 
Secondly, do you love the church? Paul says in verse 24, “Now I rejoice in my 
sufferings for your sake  .” For your sake. He’s writing to the church; he says, “I love 
you so much I'm suffering. I'm suffering because of Christ. But why? I'm suffering 
because of Christ for your sake. I love the church so much.” He says, “In my flesh I'm 
filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is the 
church.” And I wonder today in your heart and your life as you’re exposed to the New 
Testament church life around here is [this thought] “I love people and I love the local 
church and I want to be a part of just helping spiritually nurture and develop God's 
church.”  
 



Number three: do you love service? Do you love serving? Paul speaks of service using 
the word suffering  . Paul's life was characterized by a life of suffering. It was not a life 
of ease or a life of comfort. We sang just a moment ago-  “Let It Be Jesus.” That 
chorus- “if I'm surrounded by fire or flame; let it be Jesus; for me to live is Christ. 
That’s a picture of service, and if you would look at serving the Lord in ministry as 
being, “I want to be in charge. I want to call the shots. I want to be the CEO;” go 
another direction; go a different route. Lay that attitude down. A call to be a ministry 
steward is a life of laying your life down for the sake of his body. 
 
Fourth would be Christ. There are a lot of reasons that people answer a call to 
ministry. From time to time you'll sense the pressure of others- it’s because my 
friend is going into ministry, or it's because my wife wanted me to, or it’s because my 
grandmother told me I had to be a preacher one day. God may work through people, 
but make sure that when you are wrestling through, walking through, thinking 
about, trying to discern a call to ministry, that it’s out of a love for people and a love 
for His church and the love for service, and ultimately a love for Christ- a love for 

knowing him and making him known.  In verse 28, this last verse of chapter 1, Paul 
says, “ Him  we proclaim.” Him  we proclaim- that's our message. Our message is Jesus 
Christ; let him be lifted up.  
 
I've mentioned to you in recent days of listening to sermons by E.V. Hill; he’s an 
African American preacher from California who’s now with Jesus. He told that story 
about a lady in his church who they just referred to her as 1898. They called her 1898 
because she was born in 1898, and she celebrated that. He said, “1898, she would sit 
on the front row and as I would start preaching, she would say ‘you better get him 
up!’” He said, “I’d start preaching a few more minutes, and she’d say, ‘You better get 
him up! Come on, preacher! Oooohhh preacher, you better, get him up!’” He said he’d 
just keep on preaching, and she’d say, “Oooohh, preacher, you’ve got to lift Jesus up 
in this place! You better lift Jesus up in this place!” Is that your heart? Is that your 
affection? Is that your love? Does that motivate you? Does that stir you as a 
teenager, an adult, a college student? “Pastor, I love the church! I love serving people! 
I love Jesus Christ and I want to lift him up with my life and I want others to know 
him!” 
 
Fifth would be do you love the word? Do you just love the word? Do you want to 
teach the word? God speaks to you as you read the word through his Holy Spirit and 
there’s something that burns in you that says, “I want somebody else to know this.” 
People ask me from time to time, they say, “Pastor, what do you love the most about 
being a pastor?” And it’s that over and over again for 25+ years of being a pastor, it’s 
the same answer over and over again. The greatest joy in my life is when I'm 
standing before a room like this and I'm opening God's word. I take this word like 

stewardship   and I say it has to do with like a servant, and it's an obligation, it’s 
authority, it's an assignment, it's given. And I walk through a passage of Scripture 
and I see people looking at me and they start to nod, and you can see it in their eyes 



where they’re like,  “That makes sense!” And I see it land in a person's heart, and you 
see people respond in obedience to the word. It stirs you; it fuels you. 
 
This week has been such an encouraging week as I receive text messages from 
people and emails from people and walk-up conversations from people as they said 
to me -one man Tuesday night at a volleyball game walked up to me and he said, 
“My name’s Tom. I heard you preach Sunday and I wanted you to know that already 
this week I’ve talked to somebody about Jesus.”  Amen! Hallelujah! Just for 
somebody to walk up and say, “Because of what I heard on Sunday, I told somebody 
about Jesus this week.” What a glory! I wonder if you love the word? I wonder today 
if stirring in your heart is that you hear this call that Paul wrote to Timothy. He spoke 
to him and he said God's word -it's alive, its active, it’s sharper- he says about God's 
word he said it’s “God-breathed; it’s useful.” It’s God-breathed. Second Timothy 
three. It’s God- breathed and it’s useful.  
 
And then he says to Timothy, young pastor- chapter 4 verse one and two- he says, 
“Preach the word.” Preach the word. I wonder if there might be in somebody's heart 
in this room today this stirring that God is calling you to preach the word. “Pastor, 
how do I-how I recognize the call? I don’t want to mess it up; I don't want to miss it.” 
I remember when I was a guy walking through my high school years, walking 
through my college days- I didn't even have all of my salvation story worked out. 
There still a lot of things going on but I just -even then- [was]really sensing God was 
doing something about my future. I remember one Sunday being in the little Mount 
Hope Baptist Church about 120 people there. And two guys in that service, both of 
them a year older than me, they went forward at the end of the service and shared 
with the pastor that God had called them to preach. And I remember [thinking to 
myself], “Wait, you can't do that! I'm wrestling with that! I was just dealing with!” And 
I was like, “Ho did they know? What gave them the confidence to say out loud to 
somebody that God was calling them?” And I was just trying to process through that.  
 
There are four or five things that God uses- you see it in Scripture, you see it in 
people's lives. How do you recognize God's call? One is a sudden or sustained 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. That’s what happened in the life of Saul before he came 
to be Paul. There was this sudden time where God spoke to him through a light on 
the road to Damascus. Isaiah in the temple- the glory of God filled the room. He 
sensed God's presence and he fell on his face, and he said, “I am a man of unclean 
lips.” God says, “Who will go?” Sustained promptings – you just can't get away from 
it. Every time you try to push it aside, it’s back again, it’s back again. Many times it’s 
not even on what the preacher’s preaching about or what the word of Scripture is 
about; it’s just the spirit of God is prompting. 
 
Secondly- Scripture reading and devotional praying. God used dramatically in my life 
the devotional by Oswald Chambers. You hear me refer to it from time to time. I 
have an old copy that was given to me almost 30 years ago and just marked over 



and over again, just phrase after phrase of Scripture and his writings. God saying, 
“You. You. You.” 
  
Third is desire. Sometimes people think, “I probably shouldn't do that because I'm 
wanting to.” When you read Charles Haddon Spurgeon and John Newton's writings, 
one of the very top things they put on their list about how a person knows that God 
is calling them to ministry that there actually in their heart is a desire to serve them 
in that way. If the Holy Spirit is living in you and there is this desire to serve them in 
some kind of vocational way in ministry; you sense that, “God may be calling me to 
this ministry stewardship”- desire is a good thing! God's not out to punish you. God’s 
not looking at you saying, “Alright, I just showed up to ruin your parade.” I’m telling 
you, in 1988, the adventure began for me, and what a glory. Ups and downs, 
certainly. But what a joy.  
 
Fourth would be spiritual gifts. First Timothy three speaks of those qualified to serve 
as pastors being able to teach. And there are spiritual gifts that God has given you 
for you to discern and see how God might use those. And then fifth - last would be 
an affirmation from others. What do others say to you when you bring that up? Part 
of the process for me was to go to pastors that had been big in my life- to talk to Al 
Jackson, to talk to Jeff Noblitt, to talk to Scott Price, to talk to JB Wells. And I said, 
“How did you know?” And when I would share with them, I would listen to their 
words back. When I shared with my local church that I believed God was calling me 
to ministry, there was affirmation from others. There's affirmations that came 
through opportunities to speak and teach and to serve. There's an inward call -that's 
the spirit of God working on your life- prompting you, calling you, but there's also 
this outward call where the church body comes alongside you and they say, “We see 
what you're hearing. We see what you're hearing. We affirm this in your life.” 
 
So what next? What do you do next? First thing you do is take the call! Take the call! 
This one- take the call! Answer the call. Answer the call. Right now privately in your 
heart, in your life- answer the call- “God, I don't know what it is; I don't know what it 
looks like, but I know today that I came here to this place, for this hour, for such a 
time as this and I'm saying right now, Father, however you want to use me in the 
future for your glory to make your name known, I'm taking the call.” And then 
explore that. Let's have a conversation. In your Sunday paper- here's the way I'd ask 
you to do this today. In your Sunday paper on the Connect Card -that piece that 
folds and you tear off- there’s a place for your name, some contact information. 
There are some little marks there. “I'm new here today; I trusted Christ as Savior”- 
maybe you did that earlier in this hour. Then there's this third mark there – “I would 
like to talk more about a call to ministry.” I want to hear from you. Let's get together; 
let's talk about it. Let’s read some things together; let's pray about it. Let's see; let's 
explore to answer the call. And then, to prepare - some of you in this room, you've 
already answered the call. You’ve shared it. Take a next step of “How can I study? 
And there are so many avenues now from online, to your phone, to local classes, to 
moving somewhere to live as a resident at seminary. Prepare yourself to be used 



when God's got that assignment for you. And then fourth is to continue. Continue 
living for Christ; continue serving where you're serving. Stay in the game- don't 
check out and say,  “I'm not gonna do that right now; I’m waiting for God to give me 
a assignment.” He’s already given you spiritual gifts; use those for his namesake and 
for his glory and see what God opens up. Answer the call, explore the call, prepare 
for the call, continue serving him. 
 
In 1988, I wrote a letter to my parents that I didn't know until a few years ago that 
they had saved. Now they've given this to me. And in this letter I wrote my senior 
year as a college student to them. There are several things here. Many of you know 
in this room that I grew up in the nursery business on a turf grass farm and I studied 
horticulture in college. There was a business prepared for me to go back to. And I 
wrote my senior year, just a few weeks before graduation to my dad and mom. Just a 
couple lines here, it says, “I think the Lord wants me to be in the ministry. I hope you 
all are praying for me. I think about going to seminary a lot. It seems so strange 
though when I think about me going to seminary. Pray that the Lord will keep 
showing me what I should do. I appreciate y’all’s support so much. I'm glad, Dad that 
you want for me what the Lord wants. Thanks for sharing that with me over break.” 
 
I’m just wondering- maybe some of you have a letter to write. You have a 
conversation to have, as you know God's calling you. Let’s bow and let’s pray 
together.  
 
We love you, Lord. Use us for your namesake. Lord, I thank you for the way the 
church responded last week and this week in really taking on your plan for sharing 
the gospel. And Lord, I pray this week you might call out from our church family 
those that- you’ve got a specific task for them of leadership- of servant leadership. 
There's an obligation, there's a necessity that you're laying on the heart and life of 
someone. And God, I pray that there would be people in this room this hour that 
would take the call. That would take that next step, and we leave it with you, Father. 
In the name of Jesus, amen. 


