
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 9:-31 
Context:  The conversion off  Saul may seem like something of  an interruption in the Acts 
narrative, since in this section of  Acts (6-12). Luke deals primarily with the witness of  the 
Jerusalem church through the dispersed Greek-speaking Jews and the apostle Peter. Paul’s 
conversion fits into this time frame, however, because he himself  was a Greek-speaking Jew and 
eventually the prime leader in their outreach to the Gentiles. In this narrative, while traveling to 
Damascus to arrest any Christians who might be there, Saul encountered the risen Christ and, 
blinded by a dazzling light, was led into the city to await further instructions. No conversion in 
the history of  time is more dramatic then that of  Saul of  Tarsus. His is the most famous in 
church history. Remember, this is the young man who approved of  Stephen’s brutal death and 
then set out to single-handedly destroy the church. 

Observing the text (Read 9:1-19): The story of  Saul’s conversion in Acts 9 begins with him 
leaving Jerusalem with an official mandate from the high priest to arrest fugitive Christians, and 
ends with him leaving Jerusalem as a persecuted Christian himself.  

Questions (vv. 1-19):  
1) Luke has already mentioned Saul 3 times in Acts, each time as a bitter opponent of  Christ and 
his church. According to verses 1 and 2, how does Luke describe Saul? Why is this? 

• Luke was still in the same mental condition of  hatred and hostility towards Saul. He had 
not forgotten what Saul had done and somewhat portrays him as “a wild and ferocious 
beast.” The language is strong with words like “breathing threats” and “murder” against 
the disciples. Luke also realizes the weight of  God transforming someone so opposed to the 
gospel. 

2) In verse 4 after Saul asks Jesus “Who are you?,” Jesus answers Saul by responding “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting.” What do Jesus’ words in verse 4 imply about his relationship with the 
church? 

• For Jesus is saying that he so identifies with his people that he sees anyone assaulting us as 
assaulting Him. This has many wonderful implications: a) First, it shows that to become a 
Christian is not just to join a club, but to be grafted into a Body, the Body of  Christ. When 
we get the Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of  Christ, that unites us to all other Christians by 
a unique, spiritual, living link (1 Cor.12:13) b) Second, it shows that Jesus does protect us. 
He takes any assaults on us personally. We must be careful not to assume that this means we 
are exempt from harm! The book of  Acts shows that Christians are tortured and die. But 
this means that Jesus is always present with us to “sanctify our distress to us” (e.g. 2 Cor.
1:3-11; 4:16-18), and that he sometimes does deliver us from imminent danger (Acts 12:1.) 
c) Third, it hints that not only is Jesus identified with us, but that we are identified with 
Jesus. In other words, because he is loved by the Father and because he is at the right hand 
of  the Father — then we are loved by the Father and we are at the right hand of  the Father 
(Eph.2:6-8).  
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3) In what ways does Saul’s conversion demonstrate the marvelous grace of  God? 
• God can and will reach His hardest enemies. He will defeat the uttermost human rebellion, 

but in doing so he does not crush rebels but loves and converts them into chosen 
instruments of  the good news (9:15). Saul was at his worst, yet Christ offers hope to those 
sinners who feel unforgivable. We should never write off  either ourselves or others as 
beyond redemption and hope. 

4) What caused Paul’s conversion? Did Paul or Jesus do the initiating? What can we learn from 
this with conversions today? How is this an encouragement to us doing evangelism? 

• If  we ask what caused Saul’s conversion, only one factor is possible. What stands out from 
the narrative is the sovereign grace of  God through Jesus Christ. Saul did not “accept Jesus 
into his heart,” as we might say. He was persecuting Christ! It was rather Christ who 
decided for him and intervened in his life. God does the calling on those to be saved (John 
6:44) (John 15:16). So it’s not “I chose God” but rather “God chose you.” God alone should 
receive the credit for salvation. 

• When we are sharing our faith, we must keep Saul in mind. First, we must not think much 
in terms of  people who are very “likely” to become Christians versus others who are very 
“unlikely”. There are plenty of  people who seem very wild, very hostile, and very “far” 
from the faith, and it is typical for Christians to think that their case is spiritually hopeless. 
We do not even consider trying to share the faith with them. And, in addition, Saul 
represents a particular kind of  non-Christian that often intimidates Christians. He was 
brilliant, a leader, a member of  the “elite”, and highly educated. Believers often either 
despise or fear the many non-believers in those ranks. But this incident proves that everyone 
is equally “unlikely” to believe (since every conversion is a miracle) and therefore, everyone 
is equally “likely” to believe. Have hope for everyone. 

Observing the text (Read 19-31):  With Paul’s conversion, we see an immediate change in 
his life.  Paul is preaching in the synagogues and in Jerusalem.  Although there was skepticism 
from those in the church, he was quickly supported by Barnabas.  We even see the church helping 
Paul escape from those who once supported him, but now wanted to take his life.  The church 
was being built up and was multiplying because of  its fear of  the Lord and the comfort of  the 
Holy Spirit. 

Questions (vv. 19-31):  
1)  What immediate evidence of  transformation do you see in Saul after his encounter with 
Jesus? 

• Saul’s spiritual blindness had been overcome and he could now see and understand the 
truth (scales falling off). He then is baptized and immediately proclaims Jesus in the 
synagogues while continuing to “increase all the more in strength.” His intent was to preach  
boldly! 

• (1) Saul had a new relationship with God. (2) He had a new relationship to the church. (3) 
He had a new sense of  obligation to the world.  



2)  In verse 27 Barnabas plays a crucial role in confirming Saul ’s conversion and his ministry. 
What can we learn about Barnabas from this testimony and even earlier at the end of  Acts 5?
How does the testimony of  Barnabas in the book of  Acts encourage you? 

• Barnabas is fulfilling the meaning of  his name (son of  encouragement).  Barnabas had a 
discernment and love for people. 

• As the church we can have a tendency to point out what is wrong or even be jealous of  a 
“Saul” because the Lord is not using us the same way.  Barnabas continued to edify, serve 
and build up the church by his love and encouragement to people.   

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) Define conversion.  How would you describe or compare that to a life changed by God’s 
grace? 
5) Where have you seen redemption in your life? 
6) Are you praying for the Saul’s in the world today that they may be saved?  Who is it that God 
would have you pray for more often? 
7) How do you expect to see God working in the lives of  those around you who are not 
Christians? 

Prayer 
Reflect on the miracle of  God saving you and how that should impact your life. 
  

*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway).


