
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 2 - Receiving the Promised Spirit 
Context:  Without the Holy Spirit, making disciples would be inconceivable, even impossible. 
There can be no life without the life-giver, no understanding without the Spirit of  Truth, no 
fellowship without the unity of  the Spirit, no Christlikeness of  character apart from his fruit, and 
no effective witness without his power. Like a body without breath is a corpse, so the church 
without the Spirit is dead. Luke is aware of  this and emphasizes the necessity his presence and 
the power of  the Spirit throughout Acts.  Christ's last words before His ascension assured 
believers that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came.  That would result in their 
bold witness of  His death and resurrection (Acts 1:8). Pentecost was the second of  the annual 
harvest festivals and was fifty days after Christ was resurrected and just 10 days after His 
ascension. It is here, in Acts 2, that we see Jesus’ promises about the Holy Spirit fulfilled. On that 
day all the Christians were filled with the Holy Spirit. Peter then was empowered to explain what 
was happening in his sermon following.  This chapter can bring division in the church, but the 
promised Spirit always brings unity when at work.  Be mindful of  these differences and pray that 
the Holy Spirit will bring unity in your group.  

Observing the text (vv. 1-13): Chapter 2 begins with the day of  Pentecost.  One point to 
make about the first 13 verses is not so much of  the experiences (divided tongues of  fire), but that 
the explosion of  the unified church began with so much diversity.  Take time to note the diversity 
of  people there from every nation under heaven.  It was with this diversity that the first church 
was unified purpose to proclaim the gospel.  They were witnesses to the miracle of  so many being 
added to the church.  These verses close with apparent confusion, but Peter boldly stands to 
clarify the meaning of  what had just happened. 

Questions (vv. 1-13):  
1) What is the significance in the diversity of  people from “every nation under heaven” coming 
together on the day of  the Pentecost? 

• If  there was just one people or one language on that day, the gospel would be limited to just 
a few people.  God brought the nations together so that the gospel would go to every nation 
and tongue.   

• It was also to emphasize the diversity of  the church and the unity created that can only 
come through the power of  the Spirit. 

2) What were the reactions of  the people in verses 12-13 and how can this relate to the church 
today? 

• Some were amazed but others doubted.   
• It signifies the differences in the church regarding the role and work of  the Holy Spirit.  

Many have different beliefs about the work and role of  the Holy Spirit.  Throughout this 
chapter it is so important to recognize that the primary work of  the Spirit is for gospel 
proclamation and furthering the kingdom.  It is also important for believers and the church 
to not go to the extreme on either side (always looking for an experience or always doubting 
when the Holy Spirit moves).   We should use discernment, but also believe God can still 
work in powerful ways. 
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Observing the text (vv. 14-41):  The best way to understand Pentecost is not only through the 
Old Testament prophecies, but completely through both the prediction and the fulfillment, not 
only through Joel but completely through Joel and Jesus. As Peter summons the people to listen to 
him, his first words are Jesus of  Nazareth, and he goes on to tell the story of  Jesus in six stages:  
his life and ministry, his death, his resurrection, his exaltation, his salvation, and his new 
community; the church.  Peter’s conclusion is that all Israel should be assured that this Jesus, 
whom they crucified, God had made both Lord and Christ.  Not that Jesus became or earned 
that position, but now God exalted him to be in reality and power what he already was by right. 

Questions (vv. 14-41):  
1)  Based on the information given in Peter’s message, how would you summarize the message of  
Jesus? Why are each of  these important when presenting the gospel (the importance of  each)? 

• His life and ministry, His death, His resurrection, His exaltation (ascension/right hand of  
the Father), His salvation, and the building of  the church. 

• His life (he was the just and justifier).  His death (perfect sacrifice).  His resurrection 
(Conquered death, gospel of  hope). His exaltation (God exalting Christ, that he is Lord). 
His salvation (That Christ’s work can be applied to all peoples). Building of  the church 
(Only the death of  Christ and coming of  the Spirit can build the church). 

2)  How did the people respond to Peter’s clear proclamation of  the truth about Jesus and the 
truth about themselves?  How did Peter respond to them?  What was the result? 

• They were cut to the heart.  They asked what should we do.   
• He told them how to apply the gospel to their lives what they had just heard.   
• Because of  the Spirit’s working through Peter’s boldness, many were added to the church. 

Observing the text (vv. 42-47):  Chapter 2 closes with the fellowship of  the new church.  
Make sure to note all that the church was unified around: Teaching, fellowship, communion, 
prayer, work of  the apostles, unity, serving the needs of  the church, and assembling together. It is 
important to see that the church stood for truth but still had favor with all people.  Because of  
their devotion to God and loving each other, people were being added to the church daily. 

Questions (vv. 42-47):  
1)  The grace of  God is fruitful and effective, and we see God taking the initiative to spread his 
grace to an ever expanding number of  people. Considering these closing verses, what happens 
when God works in the first believers individually and collectively?  List the results of  when God 
works in his church. 

• Hunger for the word.  Fellowship. Breaking of  bread (communion). Faithfulness to pray. 
Distributing to those who had need. Coming together as the church.  They had grateful 
and generous hearts.  Had favor with the people. They multiplied.  



General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below): 
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Reflection Acts 2 
4) There were two reactions when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost.  Some were amazed, others 
doubted.  What can this teach us about our reaction to the work of  the Holy Spirit?  How can 
you discern between when He is working and when He is not? 
5) When have you seen and experienced the work of  the Spirit in your life and in your Christian 
community? 
6) What can the first church in Acts 2 teach you about your personal witness and teach you about 
our witness as a church? 
  

*Various observations and questions in this guide are quoted from John Stott’s study guide on 
Acts.


