
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 28 

Context 28: Paul Arrives in Rome.  Just before reaching Rome, Paul and the shipwrecked 
voyagers spent the remainder of  the winter on the island of  Malta.  Paul’s time there is 
highlighted by his protection from a viper’s bite and his healing of  the leading citizen’s father 
(7-10).  Verses 11-16 relate to the final leg of  Paul’s journey and his arrival in Rome. “After 3 
months” mentioned in verse 11, probably indicates the spring of  A.D. 60 (March).  Although 
Paul was a prisoner, having his own quarters indicates his high status as a prisoner and perhaps to 
the support of  local believers.  Paul was unable to visit the synagogue himself  so he invited the 
Roman Jews to come to him (17-31).  The local leaders in this section probably refers to the 
elders of  the synagogues, of  which there were a number in Rome.  Paul’s main purpose in this 
meeting was to explain his presence in Rome.  He declared his innocence of  transgressing any 
Jewish law.  The “hope of  Israel” mentioned here refers to the promised and coming Messiah as 
attested by His resurrection.  The content of  Paul’s message was the kingdom of  God and Jesus. 
The kingdom represents the fulfillment of  God’s saving promises to his people.  He was able to 
point to Jesus because that is what the OT text points to as well. A consistent pattern is shown in 
the closing of  this chapter of  the resistance of  the Jews to the Gospel and the message being 
taken to the Gentiles. Paul shares the gospel with ALL who came to him.  This would have 
included both Jews and Gentiles.  This situation continued for 2 years (A.D. 60-62), at which time 
Luke’s account ends.  

Read Chapter 28: 

Questions (28:1-31) Paul arrives in Rome:  
1) What are the main events of  chapter 28? 

• On the island of  Malta following the shipwreck (1-10) 
• Paul's arrival at Rome (11-16) 
• Paul's work in Rome while under house arrest (17-31) 

2) (vv. 1-10) Paul encountered many types of  people on his journeys.  What is unique about the 
people he encountered on the island of  Malta?  How did Paul interact with them? 

• (v. 2) In Greek, the native people are designated “barbarians,” a word that did not carry 
negative connotation but simply referred in a general way to those who did not speak 
Greek.  Publius (v. 7) is called chief  man of  the island. The term has been found on Maltese 
inscriptions and was probably a formal title. The native’s reaction to Paul’s snake encounter 
indicates that they were superstitious and believed in many gods.  It is not recorded here 
that Paul shared the gospel with them as in Acts 14 in a similar situation, but we can 
assume he used the opportunity to point to the true God and Messiah. 

• Paul continued to minister to others, even as a shipwrecked prisoner. On this trip alone, his 
centurion, the chief  of  Malta, and many others were affected.  It is no wonder that the 
Gospel spread like wildfire. Paul’s words and actions making an impact. As always, God 
provided for Paul and the crew as they continued their journey to Rome (v. 10). 
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3) (vv. 11-16) Before arriving in Rome, Paul made several visits in Syracuse, Rhegium and 
Puteoli. Who did he encounter there?  How did it affect Paul? 

• He encountered Christians.  The brothers at Puteoli are evidence that Christianity had not 
only reached Rome by this time (A.D. 60) but was widely dispersed in Italy.  Paul’s party 
was met by Roman Christians at two points along the way to Rome: The forum of  Appius 
(marketplace) and Three Forums about 12 miles from each other. Paul had written the 
letter to the Romans three years earlier, and though he had not been to Rome, his greetings 
at the end of  Romans indicate that he already had many acquaintances in the church there. 
This greeting greatly encouraged Paul and he was thankful to God for this interaction. 

4) (vv. 17-31) Paul continued his calling to take the Gospel to the Jew first and then to the 
Gentile, even in the capital of  Rome.  How did the Jews respond?  How did Paul respond? 

• Some were convinced, but others disbelieved.  Paul quoted from the scriptures and told 
them that the Gospel was not only for the Jews, but the Gentiles as well.   

• Paul continued to proclaim the Gospel for the next two years with boldness and without 
ceasing.  He shared most likely to both Jew and Gentile.  Because Paul called the local 
Jewish leaders to him (v. 17), he most likely never gave up completely on his own people.    

5) What do you think is the major lesson we are intended to learn from Acts 27 & 28? Refer to 
Ephesians 1:11 for deeper insight. 

• It concerns the providence of  God, who “works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of  His will?”  This providential activity of  God is seen in these chapters in two 
complementary ways, first in bringing Paul to Rome, his desired goal, and second in 
bringing him there as a prisoner, his undesired condition.  

• It was not mainly due to Paul’s desire to visit Rome (19:21), as much as what Jesus who said 
to him, “you must testify in Rome. (23:11).”  Yet circumstance after circumstance seemed 
calculated to make this impossible.  As the narrative proceeds and the storm becomes ever 
more violent, until all hope is lost, we wonder how on earth he will be rescue.  Will he make 
it?  Yes!  By God’s providence Paul reached Rome safe and sound to carry out God’s will. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
5) So many people were affected and influenced by Paul’s confidence in God.  When have yo 
been influenced by such confidence in another believer? 
6) What have you learned from the book of  Acts that prepares and equips you to be a witness in 
your neighborhood, in your nation, and to the ends of  the earth? 

Prayer 
Pray fervently that the Holy Spirit will empower you to do his will and that you will have boldness 
and confidence in God and His promises and purposes.   
  
*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway).


