
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 23:12-24:27 

Context 23:12-24:27: Paul protected by the tribune. Paul before Felix.  Although it had 
seemed as if  Paul escaped the accusations of  Ananias and the council, circumstances were far 
from settled.  Paul’s nephew informed the tribune of  a plot by 40 jealous Jews to kill him.  The 
Jews were passionate about removing Paul from the scene and took a vow to neither eat nor drink 
until they had Paul killed.  Because of  this plot, Lysias the tribune sent Paul under cover of  night 
and heavy guard to  governor Felix who was in Caesarea.  Felix was the governor of  Judea from 
A.D. 52-59. He was somewhat inept and had his share of  weaknesses (Acts 24:24-27).  Lysias had 
no charges to list in his letter to Felix, other than all the complaints against Paul that had to do 
with their (Jewish) law and not the Roman law. Paul was then taken by soldiers by night to 
Antipatris.  Antipatris was 35 of  the 62 miles by road from Jerusalem to Caesarea, a difficult but 
no impossible distance for soldiers to march in the cool of  the night.  Chapter 23 closes with Paul 
being kept under guard in Herod’s praetorium.  Chapter 24 opens with Paul before Felix the 
governor.  The closest thing to an actual trial for Paul took place before Felix when the Jewish 
contingent arrived from Jerusalem bringing their charges against him.  Felix was not persuaded, 
and he dismissed the court but continued to hold Paul in custody, frequently conversing with him 
privately.  Throughout the rest of  Acts, all the Roman officials testify to Paul’s innocence of  any 
charges against him.  This all stands on the promise the Lord made to Paul (Acts 23:11). 

Read 23:12-35: 

Questions (vv. 12-35):  
1) What are the main events of  chapter 23? 

• Paul before the Sanhedrin (1-10) 
• The Jewish plot against Paul’s life (11-22).  
• Paul was sent to Felix at Caesarea by night (23-35). 

2) What did some of  the Jews band together to do (12-13)?  How was Paul protected (16-22)? 
• They banded together to kill Paul and gave an oath to neither eat nor drink until that was 

accomplished. 
• Paul’s nephew heard of  the ambush and God used this to protect Paul through the Roman 

authority.   
3) What pattern do we see with the Jews and the Roman authority as Paul continues to be 
persecuted for following Jesus? 

• The Jews continue to bring false charges against Paul and the church.   
• In this passage, Lysias the tribune protects Paul from the Jews not necessarily because he 

favors Paul, but because of  the authority of  Rome which is under the sovereignty of  God.  

Acts 23:12-24:27 



Read 24:1-27:  

Questions (vv. 24:1-27): 
1) What are the main events of  this chapter? 

• Paul’s accusers arrived from Jerusalem 5 days after Paul was kept in Caesarea and 
accusations were made (1-9). 

• Paul gave his defense before Felix (10-21). 
• Felix delayed judgement against Paul (22-27).  

2) What charges did Tertullus make against Paul (24:5-6)? What was Tertullus’ angle? 
• That he is a plague stirring up riots. 
• That he is the ringleader of  the Nazarenes. 
• He tried to profane the temple.  
• Angles: Jerusalem and Rome were the centers of  two enormously strong power blocs.  The 

faith of  Jerusalem went back two millennia to Abraham.  The rule of  Rome extended some 
three million square miles around the Mediterranean Sea.  Tertullus appealed to both. The 
first charge would have been most serious to the Romans.  He was appealing to the 
governor that Paul was causing problems for Rome, threatening peace. The third was a 
crime against the Jews.  The 1st and 3rd Paul was falsely accused. The 2nd he would not 
deny.     

3) How does Paul speak to each accusation and what four affirmations does he state (10-21)? 
• Twelve days was not enough to stir up anything.  Paul denied inciting any riots.  Paul 

proceeded to show how as a follower of  Christ he was a faithful Jew, accepting the Law and 
the Prophets and sharing the resurrection of  hope. He also pointed out that his accusers of  
profaning the temple were not present, knowing that Roman law required a “face to face” 
between the accused and the accusers.   

• 4 affirmations:  Following the Way, he worships the God of  “our fathers.”  He believes and 
confirms the Law and the Prophets.  He places his hope in God believing in the 
resurrection of  the just and unjust.  His conscience is clear before a Holy God and before 
man. 

3) Why did Felix not come to any decision about Paul (26-27)? 
• Felix’s knowledge of  The Way most likely came from his Jewish wife Drusilla.  God showed 

favor with Paul through these means.  He also showed favor to Paul because he was a 
Roman citizen, giving him “some liberties.”  There is a sense of  fear for Felix.  Paul was not 
afraid of  the man that could order his death, but boldly proclaimed the gospel to him.  
Finally Felix seems to have recognized Paul’s innocence.  Felix was more concerned about 
currying favor of  his constituents than administering justice.  Therefore, he kept Paul in 
prison for another two years (A.D. 57-59).  

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 



Personal Reflection/Application  
4) Has there been a time recently when you were falsely accused?  In what ways are you like and 
unlike Paul in your response? 
5) Paul was faced with some of  the greatest challenges as he journeys to Rome; Accused by his 
fellow Jews and also under the heavy hand of  Rome.  Paul, however, continued to boldly 
proclaim the gospel. The truth of  the gospel knows no limits even to the greatest powers of  
Rome.  Like Paul, what are some practical ways you can overcome your fear so that the gospel 
will be advanced in our lives?  Discuss the fear of  man vs the fear of  the Lord.  Idols in our lives 
tend to create fear, anxiety, feeling hopeless, and empty (Simply identifying idols, fears in our 
lives).   
Contrast Paul and Felix.  Instead of  bringing justice to the situation, Felix left Paul in custody for 
fear of  the Jews (fear of  man).  Paul was not concerned with man but only with the advancement 
of  the gospel.   

Prayer 
Ask God to reveal anything (sin, idols) in your life that is keeping the gospel from advancing in 
your life.  Pray for God to give you strength through the Spirit in your areas of  weakness.   
  
*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway). 


