
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 21:17-23:11 
Context: The Arrest in Jerusalem.  While participating in a Nazarite vow at the temple, 
Paul was attacked by a Jewish mob and rescued by the Romans.  After he defended himself  
before the Jewish crowd and the Sanhedrin, a plot against his life prompted the Roman tribune 
to send him to the governor of  Caesarea.  Through these events, the future of  the gospel was at 
stake. On one hand, the Jewish persecutors were prejudiced and violent.   On the other hand, the 
Romans were open-minded and went out of  their way to maintain the standards of  law, justice 
and order of  which their best leaders were understandably proud.  Between these two powers, 
religious and civil, hostile and friendly, Jerusalem and Rome, Paul found himself  trapped, 
unarmed and completely vulnerable. Paul knew that his Lord and Savior was with him and 
would keep His promise that he would bear witness about him in front of  all these peoples. 

Read 21:17-36: When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, the Christians rejoiced over the success of  his 
Gentile mission  but expressed concern over rumors that he was teaching Jews to abandon their 
ancestral laws and customs.  To disprove the rumors, they asked Paul to participate publicly in a 
Nazarite vow, as specified in the Old Testament law.  Paul was ok with Jewish believers following 
OT customs voluntary, so long as these customs were not required of  Gentile believers. While 
Paul was participating in this custom, he was attacked in the temple by a Jewish mob incited by 
the false charge that he had violated the temple.  The Romans rescued him and kept him in 
custody.   

Questions (vv. 17-36):  
1) What do we learn about Paul and James by how they handled the rumor about Paul wanting 
to abolish the Jewish customs? 

• Paul and James’ end goal was to see the Gospel not hindered by rumors or disputes, but to 
see it transform lives and continue to spread throughout the world.  This gives us great 
insight to their alignment and unity in purpose and mission.  

Read 21:37-22:29: Paul’s address to the Jewish crowd sought to establish what he had come to 
the temple to prove in the first place—his faithfulness to his Jewish heritage.  He gave his personal 
testimony: his former zeal for Judaism, his encounter with the risen Lord, his commission, and his 
vision in the temple.  

Questions (vv. 21:37-22:29): 
1) In what ways did Paul demonstrate sensitivity to the crowd as he boldly made his speech of  
defense? 

• He spoke to the Jews in Hebrew not Greek.  Spoke of  his rich Jewish heritage and 
upbringing in the law.   
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• He related to them about persecuting The Way as they did.  
• He gave testimony and talked about Ananias who was a devout man according the LAW.  
• He received his vision from the Lord while PRAYING IN THE TEMPLE. 

2) When Paul was about to be put to death by the crowd and tortured by the Romans, how does 
the Roman law and justice come to Paul’s aid? 

• Paul uses the authority of  the Romans and their law to escape death at this point by 
mentioning that he is a Roman citizen by birth 

• Roman law forbid flogging a Roman citizen without a hearing or formal sentence.  Officers 
who did this would face serious charges.   

• Paul mentions being a citizen by birth which compared to the tribune was especially 
prestigious.     

Read 22:30-23:11: Paul stopped the proceedings by revealing his Roman citizenship.   Unable 
to get any answers from the examination, the Roman tribune turned to the Jewish court for help.  
As he stands before the Jewish court, Paul starts out using a great metaphor against Ananias to 
point out the hypocrisy, according to the law (Leviticus 19:15).  Paul again escapes death by using 
the argument of  the resurrection that was a dividing issue between the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

Questions (vv. 22:30-23:11): 
1) In the first few verses of  chapter 23, we see Ananias order to have Paul struck in the mouth.  
What was Paul claiming about himself ?   

• Paul was not trying to say he was sinlessly perfect and that his conscience was clear from 
ever doing any wrong. Rather, he meant that he had responded to his conscience when he 
had done wrong and had set things right with God.  Ananias was offended that someone 
accused of  such serious crimes could claim a clear conscience. 

2) What is the source of  conflict between the Pharisees and the Sadducees?  How did God use 
this to continue to protect Paul? 

• The resurrection.  The Pharisees believed in angels and spirits and in a future resurrection 
thorough they did not accept Jesus’ resurrection; the Sadducees rejected the very idea of  a 
resurrection as well as belief  in angels and spirits. 

• Because of  this difference between the two sects of  Jews, God used this difference to show 
favor to Paul by using the Pharisees even for Paul’s escape.  The Pharisees granted that a 
spirit or angel might have visited Paul (v.9), while the Sadducees rejected this possibility 
altogether.  Because of  this difference, Paul was protected by the Roman tribune. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  



4) Why do you believe it is so important to pick and choose our battles when it comes to 
differences about nonessential of  the faith?  How can you determine whether or not something is 
nonessential or not? 
5) Paul in this passage continues to obey the Lord’s command, fulfilling what He called him to do 
all the way back from Acts 9 when He first called him.  What does this demonstrate about God? 
About Paul?  What can this teach us today about obedience?  About God’s purposes?  What else? 

Prayer 
Ask God to help you listen long and hard before you speak to those you disagree with, both 
believers and non-believers.  Ask Him to give you faith to trust what He has called you to do.   
  
*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway). 


