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Today I want to ask you to open your Bibles to Acts chapter 1. How long should an 
introduction to a sermon last? Four minutes? Fourteen minutes? How about fourteen 
weeks? I think for the past 14 weeks, the book of Revelation has served as an introduction 
to what I want to share with you today from Acts chapter 11.  For 14 weeks, we've seen Jesus 
revealed. For 14 weeks, we've seen Jesus revealed and the things that will happen 
surrounding His coming again. For 14 weeks, we've seen a vision of worship around the 
throne that shows us that every nation, every tribe, every tongue, every language will 
gather to worship King Jesus and worship God the Father throughout eternity. We've seen 
14 weeks of judgment being described as being poured out on those who never received 
Jesus as Lord and Savior.  

 
In light of those 14 weeks in the book of Revelation, I think it introduces for us the 

single truth that I want to deliver to you this morning. And it's this: our world desperately 
needs our message of hope, and our church has the means to deliver it. Look with me in 
Acts chapter 1 beginning in verse one. This is a book written by Luke, who also wrote the 
Gospel of Luke. He identifies Acts as being his second book and he's writing to his 
acquaintance Theophilos to give him the story of how the church began to grow and 
spread. 

 
Verse one: “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to 

do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them 
after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, ‘you heard from me; for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.’ So when they had come together, they asked him-”  

 
Remember, they're asking a risen Savior these questions right now. Don’t lose sight 

of the context of this. Jesus has been crucified on the cross and buried and has risen and 
appeared to them. 

 
“...they asked him, ‘Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He said 

to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 



be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’ And 
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.’” 
 

Today, as Dustin mentioned earlier, we turn our attention toward our Acts 1:8 
season. Acts 1:8 is a verse in the Bible. Acts 1:8 is also what we refer to as our once a year 
giving to support the work of the Gospel going to the world. We call it Acts 1:8 because it is 
based on this verse where Jesus promised the reception of power through the Holy Spirit 
and He commissioned the disciples to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria and to 
the end of the earth. He gave them the means for doing the mission. He gave them the 
mission. He gave them the map of the mission. He pointed out that they were in Jerusalem 
and were to take this message beyond just where they lived and to take it also to Judea 
across racial barriers into Samaria. They were to take it to the parts of the world that they 
had never been to or heard of or where people live that they had never met. They were take 
it to the end of the earth. 

 
We call it the “Acts 1:8 offering,” and we're talking about that kind of map. We’re 

talking about that kind of mission. We've taken what are traditionally two separate 
offerings in Southern Baptist life and combined them into one giving season. Historically, 
Southern Baptists have given around December to what is called the Lottie Moon Christmas 
offering for international missions. Lottie Moon served a number of years ago in China. She 
began to write about the enormous need in China. She began to write and challenge 
American Christians to give out of their wealth, to give out of their poverty, to give 
sacrificially and generously in order that others could go and take the Gospel to the world. 
Some of you know the history that Lottie Moon once spent a period of time in Farmington 
living in a house here just a few miles down the road just outside of Watkinsville. This 
heritage has been carried on through Southern Baptist churches right down to ours today, 
and we’ve named that offering for her because of her challenge to reach the world.  

 
The Annie Armstrong offering is another name for an offering the Southern Baptists 

have given usually in the spring to support all the work that happens with the North 
American Mission Board. We took those and combined them into one offering. If you're 
new here, I just want you to understand a little bit of the mechanics of this. We give half of 
everything that is given in the Acts 1:8 offering to the International Mission Board. That is 
our Lottie Moon Christmas offering. We give a fourth of everything that is given to Acts 1:8 
to the work of the North American Mission Board. And then we give the remaining fourth to 



hands-on projects that we’re a part of as a church family- trips and missions that we 
coordinate that go out from among us. Each year we focus on a different specific area. This 
year we're focusing that last fourth of the offering on disaster relief by sharing the Gospel 
and putting the lives of people back together through helping rebuild homes, helping 
people find jobs, and serving them in communities that have been dramatically impacted by 
natural disasters over the past year. 

 
 So that's how the Acts 1:8 offering is made up. Last year, our goal for the Acts 1:8 

offering was $200,000. It was exciting for us to be able to celebrate together that we 
reached that goal and gave in excess of $200,000. So last year, we took about $105,000 
and we sent it to the International Mission Board to go directly to support the almost 4,000 
missionaries that serve with their life on the international field. One of the ways it helps me 
to grasp a little bit about what that means is to remember that when you look at the 4,000 
Southern Baptist missionaries, it takes about $50,000 to keep one missionary on the field 
for a year. Think about their salary, their insurance, their retirement, the costs of ministry- 
it's more expensive in some countries than others and cheaper in some countries than 
others, but the average is about $50,000. So that means that together we were able to 
basically fund two missionaries full-time for a year on the international mission field. This 
year our goal again is $200,000 and without hesitation and without hiding it in any way, I'm 
standing before you today to ask you to give. To ask you as teenagers, to ask you as college 
students, to ask you as adults beyond college to make the Acts 1:8 offering your best 
Christmas gift of the season. 

 
Today, I want to take Acts 1:1-11 and make three observations. Remember, our world 

desperately needs our message, and we have the resources and the means to be able to 
deliver that hope to the world. I have three observations from Acts chapter 1. Number one: 
we are in a world of trouble. Now you can take that figuratively, or you can take it literally. 
Think about the world that we physically live in and make your own conclusion and see that 
we are in a world filled with trouble. In our state, in our community, in our nation, in our 
world, we live in a world of trouble. When the disciples asked Jesus “when will you at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” there was a lot behind that question. We talked about 
that as we went through Revelation with the kingdom of heaven and Jesus coming to rule 
and reign and us reigning with Him. One thing I know for sure that is behind that question is 
that when the disciples looked at Jesus and they saw a crucified Savior who had risen and 
was about to ascend to heaven, they were saying to Him, “Everything's not right yet. 
Something is not finished here. When is this rule and reign? When are you going to occupy 
the throne? When are things going to be right where everything we had imagined for the 
Messiah to be is ruling and reigning?” 

  



Jesus acknowledges that it's not right for us to know the time and it's not right for us 
to know the season. The Father has fixed those times, but He tells them that there is 
something to do. There is something unfinished. There is something that needs to happen. 
There is a need, and there is trouble here that you need to address. And that's where we live 
today- somewhere between Acts 1:8 and Acts 1:11. Verse eight says, “You will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria.” And then the last part of verse 11 says He “was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
We've looked at Revelation, and that's a description of Him coming. Now we go back 

to Acts and see that He has left us here, but what are we to do? We are to address the 
needs of this world. We live in a world where 2.8 billion people are classified as unreached. 
That means that where they live, they haven't heard the Gospel. The Joshua Project surveys 
our world spiritually, and they tell us that in our world there are approximately 17,000 
people groups. There are not that many countries; a country may have dozens of people 
groups. There are 17,000 people groups that identify with a common cultural affinity and 
identify with a common language or a common dialect. The Joshua Project tells us that of 
those 17,000 people groups that 7,000 of those are classified as unreached people groups. 
That means that among their people group, there is not an ongoing Gospel witness there. 

 
When you think about today's headlines, we won’t take the 22 minutes we have left 

here to rehash a week of headlines. You may look at things socially, politically, racially and 
say there's evidence of trouble. The greatest trouble that our world faces is the number of 
people that have never settled eternity with Jesus Christ. They need to miss the wrath of 
God. There is a desperate need to miss the judgment of God and a  desperate need for the 
hope of Jesus Christ. We’re living in a world of trouble. 

 
The second thing this passage shows us is that we have a message of hope. We have 

a message of hope. Jesus said to them, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the earth.” Witnesses- they had seen something. They had 
experienced something. They knew something. They were talking and interacting with this 
man that they had traveled with for about three years. He was arrested just like He told 
them He would be. He was crucified, He died on the cross just like He told them He would 
be. He was buried just like He told them He would be. And He had risen back to life. And 
now for 40 days, He had made these appearances to hundreds of people showing that He 
was alive again. It says in Acts chapter 1 that He had “given many proofs, appearing to them 
over forty days.” So they had witnessed with their own eyes and life the good news. They 
had witnessed the Messiah. They had witnessed the Savior who had come and overcome 
the grave and overcome sin and overcome death. In their lifetime, they saw the birth of 



Jesus, the life of Jesus, the death of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus, the ascension of Jesus, 
and they were never the same again.  

 
A group of guys that timidly retreated from the scene of the cross and Jesus being 

arrested and crucified boldly proclaim Jesus Christ once He ascended. They had seen the 
risen Savior and their life was never the same again. They were willing to die for what they 
had witnessed. You know what Jesus had done for Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the end of 
the earth in this commission? When Jesus said, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” He had just announced that there's hope for 
Jerusalem. There's hope for Judea. There's hope for Samaria. And there's hope for the 
people of end of the earth.  

 
Trace it over the years. Jesus commissions the disciples to be his witnesses and they 

tell somebody who tells somebody who tells somebody about Jesus. And you know where 
I'm going with this - right down to this day in December 2017 where you know Jesus Christ 
has saved you. This is history. This is real. This ties all the way back to 2,000 years ago of 
somebody being faithful with the hope to take this message to a world in trouble. Maybe 
you have a story of being in trouble in college or you have a story being in trouble in your 
first job or trouble somewhere along the way and you called out to Jesus for hope and for 
help. And Jesus was announcing that there was hope.  

 
Now listen- this hope we talk about is a confidence. It is a contentment, it is an 

assurance that there is abundant life and there is eternal life. When Jesus died and rose 
again, He was saying, “Here's the assurance that you have that what I came to do will 
happen in you. I’ve come that you may have life and that you may have life more 
abundant.” There is no other message like this. There is no other message like this. Our 
message is not a philosophy, it's a person. We don't ask people to believe in five principles. 
We invite people to believe in Jesus, a person. 

 
Imagine a guy walks into Barnes & Noble and he’s thinking to himself, “I just need 

something. I just need something to read. I need some help. I need something that will get 
my life back on course. I need some kind of direction for the future.” So he walks to the 
self-help section and sees all these books promising for him a new direction and new way of 
living saying, “Do this!” A few days ago, I picked up a book in Barnes & Noble that was called 
No Excuses. The book was over 30 chapters, and I opened it up, looked at it, and I bought it. 
I took it home and looked at it, and in the 30+ chapters, I got to chapter 6 and realized that 
every chapter was a new list of things I needed to do! I thought, “Man, I’m exhausted! I can’t 
do that! I can’t finish this book. I need to take a break from it. I need a good excuse not to 
finish this book!” 



 
When you get to thinking about Jesus, here's the message of hope we have. When 

we go to the world, we are able to take this message the world where we say, “Here is 
something that is accomplished for us, not achieved by us.” Let that settle in. There is no 
other message like that. There's no other religion like that. There's no other faith like that. 
Our message to a troubled world is this- it’s a message of hope. And this hope is that there 
is something that has been accomplished for you, not that needs to be achieved by you. We 
don’t go to the world and say, “Clean yourself up and get right!” We go to the world and 
say, “There's someone who died for you in your sin. There's someone who knows you and 
loves you and died and paid a price. If you’ll receive Him,  eternal life is yours.” We have a 
message of hope. We  have seen that today. And wow, you’ve lifted the roof off in here this 
morning by singing and proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. But the news of Jesus 
Christ is not for us to cradle and hold and keep. The news of Jesus Christ is for us to believe 
and to give to others. 

 
 The third observation from this text is this: we are a church with means. We are a 

church with means. We are a church with resources to take this message of hope to a 
troubled world. When you read through the book of Acts, maybe you’ve thought to 
yourself, “Man, I wish I was a part of a church like that. I wish I could see God move like He 
did in Acts. I wish that people would be saved like they were in Acts.” But we can get numb 
to it. When you read in the book of Acts that over 3,000 were added to their number that 
day and then 5,000 were added to that, you’ve got to remember. Did you hear David just a 
moment ago when he said 87,000 people prayed to receive Christ this year through the 
work of the International Mission Board? I don't read anything about 87,000 in the book of 
Acts. In the book of Acts, they had resources.  

 
There were miracles happening. There was the advancement of the gospel. There 

were people’s lives being changed. Saul (who became Paul) was persecuting the church but 
became one who proclaimed a message of Jesus Christ. There were people filled with the 
Spirit. It says that they were filled with the Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness. 
They had Spirit- filled lives. They were praying people. You see this through chapter after 
chapter after chapter after chapter in Acts. The common denominator that you see from 
chapter 1 to chapter 28 is that they were praying people. “God, help us. God, give me 
strength. God give us wisdom. God help me to know what to say. God keep me holy. God, 
You do this.” They were a prayerful people. They were a generous people. Did you know 
that in the three missionary journeys that Paul takes in the book of Acts, he was collecting 
the offering? He was collecting an offering to bring it back to the church at Jerusalem to 
show that they were partners in the ministry. Do you remember the story of Barnabas? 
There was the picture in Acts of them all meeting together and there were needs among 



them. And Barnabas went and sold a piece of land that he had. He took his personal 
resources and he turned it into cash and brought it back to the church to be able to meet 
the needs of the people.  

 
They were a generous people and they were a going people. They went through 

persecution. They were scattered from Jerusalem because of persecution, but later you see 
in the Church of Antioch that Paul and Barnabas are set apart by the church with hands laid 
on them, and they are prayed over and are sent out. Then they go from Antioch to take the 
news of Jesus Christ to the end of the earth. The amazing news is that every resource they 
had in the book of Acts, you and I as a church have that resource today. The resources are 
the same. The Bible shows us that if we are going to take the hope of Jesus Christ to the 
world who needs it so desperately, we need spirit- filled lives. Are you living daily a 
Spirit-filled life? You may say, “I’ve been saved, but I don’t know if I’m walking in the Spirit.” 
What does that look like? It is daily surrendering to Christ and talking to Him and praying to 
Him and acknowledging Him by saying, “Father, I die to my flesh, and Christ lives in me. I'm 
crucified with Christ. Spirit of God, living in me and dwelling in me, be on the throne today. 
Guide me, control me. I submit my life to You. Let the fruit of the Spirit the evident in my 
life.”  

 
They had prayerful hearts. Are you a prayer? Don’t leave it up to your grandmother 

to be the prayer warrior. Don’t think that it is just Mamaw who prays for the missionaries. 
Are you a prayer? I have a simple mind, and I have to do things that help me remember 
things. Wednesday is my “world day.” As I pray for God's work when I wake up, I remember 
that it’s Wednesday, and that means I'm praying for the world. On Wednesday, I’m praying 
for David Platt and Kevin Easel and Reed and Andy Stephanie and Todd and Deborah and 
Chris and Jess and Rebekah and Cliff  and the Batistas. Are you a prayer? We can't expect or 
hope or believe that the world will be reached unless we do it in God's power. God's power 
comes from us calling upon the name of the Lord. 

 
Generous hands- we need to be using the resource of generous hands like Barnabas, 

who took his resources and did what he could to meet the needs of others. I challenge you 
in these days to be generous in your giving to reach the world with Jesus Christ. What a 
phenomenal testimony of the young girl who took her Make-A-Wish Foundation gift and 
used it to reach the world. What about you? Did you make your Christmas list this weekend 
as you were snowed in?  As you are thinking through what to get everyone, can I ask you to 
add 3,600 names to that list? 3,600 names of people who’ve said with their life “I’ll go to the 
world. Send me.” Can ask you to add 5,200 names to that list? North American missionaries 
that are dependent upon us to provide for them to go and to live and to stay? Can I ask you 
to add thousands of names on that list? Thousands of names that were impacted by natural 



disasters this year. When we give to Acts 1:8 will we give our best gift? Will we give our best 
gift? 

 
Last, not only do we need Spirit-filled lives and prayerful hearts and generous hands, 

but how about beautiful feet? What? Beautiful feet? Romans 10:15  says, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who preach the good news!” So today, when we think about Acts 1:8, we 
not only talk about giving, but I want to ask you today if God's calling you to go. Maybe you 
are retired and you’re asking, “How will You use my life in the future?”  Do you realize the 
possibilities are limitless for you as a retired individual or as a retired couple for you to see 
the Gospel go to the world? What about a young adult who’s single and wondering about 
what's next? What about a college student with a semester or a summer coming up? What 
about a family with kids like Chris and Jess  who will take their four and go to South Asia? If 
God is tugging at your heart and calling you to go, I want to help you do that. Maybe God 
would call you not for the career but for the short term- a week, a semester, a summer- to 
go and to take this message of hope to the world. You'll know it. It won't go away. He’ll just 
keep knocking and saying, “You. You. I need you. I want you. I’m calling you.” Not because of 
anything you have except one thing- availability. “Father, I’m available. Use me if You will.” 

 
Chris and Jess won't be the last two called from our church. There will be others, and 

that could be you. Usually messages about missions contain a lot of stories and a lot of 
numbers. You walk away saying, “How many were saved? How many missionaries are 
there? What was our goal? I got lost in all the numbers and the stories!” Let me give you 
two numbers and two stories and we will be done. 2.8 billion. When you think about the 
world and the mission and the task and giving, think about the 2.8 billion that we know who 
are unreached with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Here's the second number- one. What could 
one church do? We learned last year that one church could put two missionaries on the field 
for a year. What will one church do this year? What will one class do this year? What will 
one group do this year? What will one family do this year? What will one person do this 
year? 2.8 and 1. What will one person do to impact the 2.8 billion? 

 
Now, two stories. God’s story and your story. God is writing the story of redemption. 

From Genesis to Revelation, we’ve seen this story of what God is doing to redeem 
humanity. And God’s story intersects your story when God's story has become your story. 
And you take God's story that has become your story and you introduce somebody else in 
the world so that they as well can be a part of the story. Will you pray? Will you give? Will 
you go? I'm asking you today to join with me in saying, “Father, wherever you send, I’ll go. 
Whatever You want me to say, I'll say. Whatever You will me to give, I’ll give. Whatever You 
want me to do, I'll do so the world who desperately needs this message of hope will receive 
it.” 


