
How Life Works: Steadfast Under Trial 

Pastor Carlos Sibley 

September 8th, 2019 

Let's open our Bibles today to the New Testament book of James. If that is a book that is 
difficult for you to locate in your Bible, just go all the way to the back, find Revelation and move 
just a few pages in the other direction and you'll get to James very fast. If you find the book of 
Hebrews it's just past the book of Hebrews. Today we're going to spend some time in this 
book of God's word together. It's kind of scary to think about how many times in everyday life I 
simply am not sure what to do. Standing here in front of you in the Chapel, the Sanctuary, 
knowing you're listening there in the Life Building, maybe you can identify with that. That there 
are times where decisions are before us. Some path is in front of us. We're trying to figure out 
what's coming, what to do, and we may not advertise it, but on the inside we're thinking, not 
sure what's best, what's right, what's wise, how to handle this. 

That's some of the reason that I'm really excited about the book of James. The book of James is 
a book that tells us how life works and I love that. It's a practical book. For some of you it 
might be your least favorite book of the Bible. For many of you it may be your most favorite 
book of the Bible. Some people are bothered because it's just so practical. It's just like this list 
of do's, and it's just things, kind of commands to check off. But others love the practicality of 
this book and it's a book that fits where we are as a church. It's a book that we need the depth 
and the meat, we might say a book like Romans or the gospel of John, but God knows also that 
we need the book of James that shows us how we take the theology and the doctrine of those 
other books and we live it out in everyday life. And it was a book that really puts flesh on Jesus 
living in us. This is a book that shows us how life works and it's evidenced by the fact that it's 
just five chapters and in these five chapters there are 54 imperatives. At least 54 times James is 
saying something along the lines of, do this. He commands some things. He said, this is what it 
looks like if you'll live in this way. How life works according to James is not just how everyday 
life works, period. How life works according to James is how eternal life works. It's how eternal 
life works in everyday life. It is Jesus living in us being lived out through us and this book of 
James shows us how faith in Jesus Christ shows up in our works. It shows up in our living every 
day.  

James covers a multitude of different subjects. We could announce today that we're starting a 
new sermon series on marriage, or the family, our finances, our social justice. We could say 
we're starting a new sermon series on prejudice. We are starting a new sermon series on grace 
and works, all of those and we could still go to the book of James and it be our text for the day. 
I love that we'll be able to just take it verse by verse and chapter by chapter and let God bring 
to our attention, week by week by week, exactly what he wants us to be thinking about on 
those days. James starts in chapter one right out of the gate by saying, this is who I am, this is 
what I am. To his audience he says, this is who you are and this is where you are. Look at it, 
verse one, "James," that's who I am, he said, "Writing this letter", this letter's from James. What 
do we know about this James? There at least four different James', four different people that 
care the name of James in the New Testament. This is one of those four and if you put dates 



and facts together and early historian writers, and you find out that this James was not the 
disciple James. It was not James Mark. It was not the James that was martyred in the book of 
Acts. This is the James that is the brother of Jesus, the half-brother of Jesus. His father would 
have been Joseph, his mother, Mary. I love thinking about the fact that Mary had these two sons 
more, but she had these two sons, one who did the work of salvation and one who tells us 
salvation works. Just imagine what's going on in that home. 

James was the pastor of the first church of Jerusalem. The first believers in Jerusalem that had a 
pastor, James was that pastor. The church was born in Jerusalem. Thousands were converted 
and believed in Christ and they would come together and the shepherd of their souls in 
Jerusalem on a practical basis was James. Now, James had another brother, his name was Jude. 
We studied a couple of years ago through the book of Jude. It's a short letter on later in the 
New Testament, we called it the other brother. Sometimes we forget that Jude also was a 
brother of James and the brother of Jesus. But here James, he doesn't say, "James, don't miss 
this. I'm the brother of Jesus." He doesn't say, "James, I'm the pastor. Listen up." He does speak 
with authority and he does speak with firmness and he does speak with confidence, but he 
identifies himself as a servant, slave. 

He says, James, that's my name. Who am I? I am a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Just in that announcement, in that greeting of who he is, we learned so much about who we are 
in Christ and who James was in Christ, and notice he did not claim some kind of earthly 
authority just because he had grown up in the home of Jesus. His salvation was not based on 
any kind of bloodline here. What had happened in James's life for eternity sake happened after 
the death and burial and resurrection of his brother. He was not a believer while Jesus was 
alive. There's an account in the gospels where it says that the family of Jesus went to get him. 
They thought he was crazy and they tried to bring him away from the crowds and the people 
because they just thought, y'all, he's saying foolish stuff. And at some point, and it had to be 
seeing his brother resurrected, James was converted for eternity and he went from just 
growing up in his home to seeing Jesus Christ as his Lord. It's a great reminder to you and I that 
it doesn't matter how many granddads we've had that are Baptist preachers, or how many 
grandmothers are prayer warriors when it comes to eternal life. When we're talking about 
eternal life, it is a personal forgiveness. It is a personal repentance. It is a personal faith in Jesus 
Christ. And James is saying, I am a servant now of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Well, who 
does he write to? He writes to the 12 tribes. This was his way of identifying that he was writing 
to Jewish people. And then when he says in the dispersion, that tells us more about what Jewish 
people he was writing to. Those that were known to be of the dispersion were those that were 
scattered, according to the book of Acts, to other cultures and other countries because of 
persecution due to their faith in Jesus. 

James is writing to those that had been in Jerusalem, they believed in Jesus and then because of 
their belief in Jesus, they were persecuted by the Romans and they were persecuted by the 
Jews who had rejected Jesus. And when that persecution had become so horrendous in their 
life, what they saw they had to do was to flee, to leave. They had to leave to live, and when 
they left, the book of Acts tells us that where ever they went, they continued to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ. Even in that you see the sovereignty of God of taking the news of Jesus 
Christ to other countries and other cultures. That persecution was what scattered the people. 



And here's the pastor, James, writing to believers that were not at home. They were living in a 
foreign land, in different cultures, and historians tell us that for them, they were being 
hammered. 

Don't miss this context. They were being, it would not be exaggerating to say that these 
believers were beaten and battered. They had less rights than slaves. They did not fit in 
wherever they landed. They were aliens. They were citizens of an eternal kingdom. And when 
they had this Jewish heritage and they encountered other Jews that had rejected Jesus, they 
were persecuted. And when they encountered Gentiles, they were persecuted because of being 
Jewish. And then add on top of that, faith in what was called the way or, as Acts told us, 
outsiders began to call Christians. And it was horrendous. Hard to find a way to provide for 
their family, hard to live, hard to find shelter, hard to find jobs, hard to just keep holding on to 
their faith in Christ. So why James for us? Why James for us? I would say that maybe none of us, 
maybe there's some stories I'm unaware of today, but none of us would have known the extent, 
the context that these believers were tasting every day. Our persecution today doesn't really 
qualify as the same kind of persecution that they were experiencing. Persecution for us today is 
more in line of pressure. Peer pressure, being ostracized, being left out, being laughed at a little 
bit, being ridiculed, being doubted, being thought dumb, being thought base, or not smart, 
thought as just having a crutch if you lean on Jesus. That's kind of, maybe I have convictions that 
are thought to be outdated and antique. But no one's lashing us with whips and burning us at 
the stake and cutting our bodies in two. 

But why for us? Well, it fits where we are. We do live in a culture that is not cheering for 
Christianity. We do live in a culture that the convictions that we would hold based on the word 
of God, not based on our Baptist tradition, I'm saying convictions based directly from the word 
of God are seen as old school, outdated, no longer applicable to living every day life. But even 
with that, outside of the culture, just for our church where we've been over the last year. We 
spent a year in the gospel of John. Over the summer we took those weeks and we looked at 
Psalms just one right after the other. But last fall, this time, I was inviting you to open your 
Bibles to John chapter one for a series called New Life. New Life, and all fall, and throughout 
the winter, we'd covered the gospel of John for a year. And what was John saying? John was 
saying, here are the proofs. Here's the apologetic, here's what Jesus did. Here's what Jesus 
claimed. This is why you can believe who he is. And if you believe that Jesus is the Christ, you 
will have life. And it's John saying, believe, believe, believe, believe. When we open our Bibles 
today to James, it's as if James is saying, behave, behave, behave, behave. John taught us salvation 
life. James is teaching us salvation living. James is saying, you have life. You have eternal life. This 
is how eternal life works in every day life, and he dives right in. Have you ever arrived at a 
movie late? Have you ever sat down on the seventh row and you're rushing in and you sit down 
and you're watching, and you're just, not only did you miss the opening scenes of the movie, 
but you're so like, what is going on? I think this is what this means and I think you've about got 
it figured out and then you find out that you missed the small print right before you came, on 
the screen, it said 12 years later. 

When we jump into the book of James, we're arriving late, if you will. We're sitting down in a 
movie. We're sitting down in a drama that you've got to see, this is about 12 years later. Even 
though James is toward the back of our Bible, that does not reflect when James was written. 



James was the earliest written letter of the New Testament. This is raw living for Christ. When 
the apostle Paul wrote Ephesians and Philippians and Corinthians, we were talking in the fifties, 
sixties. When James wrote this letter, it would have been somewhere around 44 or 45 AD. 
We're talking about a dozen years after the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. Why is 
that significant? It's significant to know that here's a pastor that said 15 times in this book, he 
says, my brothers, my brothers, my beloved brothers. He's writing with compassion and 
concern. He knows what they're living in, what they're going through, the persecution that 
they're facing, and he jumps in here and he says, look, I want to show you how you live this. 
Just a dozen years out from Jesus ascending to heaven. They're working out here in everyday 
life, what it looks like to live eternal life. Jump in verse two of James, jump in. 12 years later 
should flash across the screen and then he writes, 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers,[b] when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in 
faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 
tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the lowly brother boast in his 
exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass[c] he will pass 
away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its 
beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 12 Blessed is 
the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the 
crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 

Now, we don't have to come up with our own take home sentence from these verses. James 
gives us in verse 12 exactly what he's driving at in these first 11 verses. When we break into 
this story of persecuted Christians living in a foreign culture trying to hold onto their faith, 
James says, here's the goal, remain steadfast under trial, for when you have you will receive the 
crown of life which God has promised to those who love him. Here's a pastor, about 44 AD, is 
saying to believers, remain steadfast. And I believe in the tradition and in the calling of pastors 
through the centuries that I stand in front of you today in this chapel with the same purpose. I 
stand in front of you, those listening in the Life Building right now, with this same purpose to 
say to you, here's what we must cling to and grab ahold of and take home with us today. 
Remain steadfast. There is a reward for those who do. We don't know exactly what it looks 
like, feels like, but we see that it's held up, that when you remain steadfast, there is coming for 
you a crown of life. It is a blessing from God. 

Now, how do we do that? How do we remain steadfast? Three three imperatives. Three do's 
here that I'll show you in this passage of scripture. First of all, James says, count it all joy. Count 
it all joy. Verse two, "Count it all joy, my brothers when you meet trials of various kinds." And 
for the next 11 verses 10 verses, it's that picture of trials, test, tribulation. He said, when you're 
meeting them, count it all joy. He said, consider it a joy. Deem it a joy. Listen, real close. He 
doesn't say, feel good about it. He doesn't say, go looking for opportunities to experience trial, 
you're going to love it. Nobody takes trials and test of our faith, it's like we don't get this gift 
we unwrap, and it's full of trials and tests. We don't post those on Instagram. We're not 



running around, proud of them. This, count it all joy is a decision because Jesus Christ lives in 
us, died and Rose. He's the resurrected savior and he's coming back and God is sovereign and 
he's working his plan. He said, make a decision in your mind, here's how life works in trial. 
Decide in your mind that you will be joyful in this. What is that joy? It is hope. It is contentment 
sandwiched by hope. It's contentment sandwiched by hope. It is recognizing that God has 
allowed these trials to come in my life for a reason, to do something, to produce something. 

Look, he says, "Count it all joy, my brothers when you meet trials of various kinds." That four 
letter word win divided us into three categories this morning. When it comes to trials and tests 
of our faith, three categories. There are those that are headed toward a trial. There are those 
that are in a trial, and there are those that have just come out of trial. It's not if you face trials is 
not perhaps you may have a trial in your life. He's saying, as believers you're going to be 
persecuted just like the words of Jesus. In fact, so much of James, that sounds like the sermon 
on the Mount. You can tell he had been listening to his brother even before he believed his 
brother. And he says, you're going to be persecuted. You're going to face trials. You're going to 
face tests. When you meet, some translations there say, when you face. It is the picture of 
when you meet, when you have it face to face in your life. 

When you walk into that trial, some of you watching football yesterday perhaps saw somebody 
penalized for lowering the head and launching their body and they were called for targeting. 
James is saying, brothers, sisters, be ready. You're going to be targeted. Trials are going to 
launch themselves at you. And he says when you meet trials of various kinds, the word various, 
there's the same word that we get our English word variegated from. That Greek word that 
can mean various or variegated. You think of a plant that's variegated has multiple colors, 
yellow, green, white, scattered through the leaves. He is saying, in our life, no trial is the same. 
That's one of the things that you get around church life and a couple of hundred people here in 
this room and the Life Building, several hundred people. You know what that means? Several 
hundred different stories. Everybody's carrying some trial, some burden they've been in, headed 
toward, come through. Their variegated. For some of you, it's a battle that health is causing, it's 
this battle that parents are causing or kids are causing or work environment or financial 
decisions you've made. Marriage trials. 

It says, when you meet these trials of various kinds. How can you, why can you count it as joy? 
Because it produces something. Something's happening. For you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. James is saying, when tests come, take it as joy because God is up 
to something. If you will count it as joy. If you'll cling to it as a joyful opportunity, here's what 
God's going to do. He's going to perfect you. He's going to complete you. He's going to 
transform you into Christ likeness. He's going to produce steadfastness in you. What's going to 
be produced in you is the ability here to cling to what you believe. That when the storm blows, 
you don't shrink back. James is saying to us that storms in our life, trials in our life, temptations, 
test in our life. When we take those on as God working in our life. It develops us. The trial and 
the test that you're going through right now is not meant to bury you. It is meant to build you. 
To build you. Life works to perfection. 

How does life work? Life works to perfection. Life works to perfect. In our life, when we take 
our trials as joy, it begins to complete us. Without trials it's as if James is saying, he could say 



it's like exercise with no resistance. It doesn't develop you. It would be like a diet with no 
protein. It doesn't develop you. It would be like Rich Mullins wrote several years ago in that 
song, it would be like a screen door on a submarine. It's just there, it doesn't do anything. If 
you've just got a faith in you that's just there and it doesn't persevere in the storm, it's nothing. 
It's not going to grow. It's not going to develop. It's not going to be complete. 

Back in the summer, we took a day and toured Kennesaw State with our daughter, and it was a 
group of students just being introduced to the school. And they brought five of the students up 
in front of the room, they gave them questions and said, so we can get to know each other 
today we're gonna ask these students some questions. And one of the questions they asked 
was, if you had one day and you could spend it with anybody living or dead, who would you 
spend it with? You said those students just out of high school, brilliant students. Sure enough, 
went up and spoke up and said, LeBron James, I'd spend it with LeBron James. That's great. You 
have all of history. And another one named some rock star, some rocker. You know that three 
out of those five said the same thing. They said, my granddad, my grandparents, my 
grandmother. I thought it was so interesting that in those students, going from high school to 
college, when they were thinking about where they were and who they had spent some time 
with, who they chose was somebody that had been down the road a little bit. James is showing 
to us that when we face trials and tests and testing, that what over time when we take it on as 
joy, it produces in us a sense of steadfastness. Some solidness there. 

Number two, count it all joy, but secondly, ask for wisdom. When we face trials, ask for 
wisdom. I hope that in your your life, the most common prayer you pray is for wisdom. Verse 
five, "Ff any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God." Ask God for wisdom. "Who gives 
generously to all without reproach." Here's what he's saying, look, if you don't know what to 
do and you're in this trial, you're in this test. Here's what you do, you ask God for wisdom. 
Wisdom is knowledge with God's perspective and don't we want that? Don't you want 
someone to help us make decisions that knows the beginning and the end and everything in 
between and how all of those things we can't see work together> The one who is infinite and 
eternal, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning, the end. He says, ask him. Ask him for 
wisdom, ask him for his knowledge, with his perspective. And the promise from God is, is that 
he generously to all, gives. Generously, freely pours it out. One writer said, it's like picturing 
God as a tea kettle that's leaning over, and it's just on the verge. If somebody would just ask for 
tea, it would be poured out freely. And God waits for you to ask, and consider how many 
different sources we go to for direction in life, how many different sources we go to for 
wisdom, worldly wisdom, earthly wisdom, and God's saying, if you're lacking wisdom, start with 
me. Start by asking me. Some of you probably in this room, maybe it's still happens, I don't 
know, there's probably something that's taken its place, but do you remember in grade school, 
those paper folding toys that you folded different angles and you wrote things in the angles? 
Anybody? Wave at me. Anybody, anybody remember? You're a boy, you love at recess, 
somebody has made a new one, and who will I marry when I get older? Sue? Do it again. Who 
will marry when I am older? Beth? Do it one more, one more time. You're not doing it right. 
Count seven times, who will marry? That's good. So many times when we ask for wisdom 
somewhere, what we're really after is what's going to agree with what we've already decided 
we're going to do. And the picture that he gives us here in James is this, he says, look, you can't 
ask doubting. You can't ask wavering. If you want God's wisdom, you got to go all in. If you've 



got a foot in this world's wisdom and a foot in his world's wisdom, you're going to be like a 
wave. You're going to be double-minded. You're going to be unstable. If you want to know the 
wisdom of God by faith, you go all in and say, God, what you want. I'm ready to do what you 
say do. 

When we face trials, we count it joy. We ask for wisdom. And number three, we, and this is a 
little bit longer, we boast in the brevity of this life and the blessings of the next. We boast 
there. We rest there. We take our confidence there, that this life is brief. This trial we're going 
through his brief. God's sovereign, but there's coming the day of blessing and reward. Verse 
nine, "let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation. Because like a 
flower of the grass, he will pass away, for the sun, rises with its scorching heat and withers the 
grass." That's brevity. "It's flowers, falls and its beauty perishes. So also the rich man fade away 
in the midst of his pursuits." Here's what he's saying. If you're poor, you think having money will 
solve your problems. And if you're rich, you need to know that when you die, it's not going to 
matter how much money you have. That's what he's driving at. He said, death is the great 
leveler. Death is the great equalizer, and rich or poor, see that life is short. Count it joy when 
you face trials. Ask God for wisdom. Remember church, the words of Paul, he said in Romans 
eight, "That I consider the sufferings of this life nothing compared to the glory that will be 
revealed in us one day." The brevity of this life and the blessings of the next. 

Three quick applications. Let me just say them and we'll be done. Number one, these verses 
teach us the value of multigenerational church. It's a rich experience for someone who's three 
foot tall to be able to get around someone who is 80 years old. It allows us to see the 
steadfastness and the victory of that. Number two, victory over trials is not the absence of 
them, but our attitude in them. And number three, we have the voice of hope to speak into this 
life that is filled with trials and test. Let the blazing hope of your faith burn today. 

Father, would you help us in our life, endure, to persevere, to live with steadfastness. Lord 
Jesus, we praise you as the one who endured the cross for the joy that was set before you, and 
let us be like you and it's your name we pray. Amen. 

 


