
A couple of weeks ago, I received a text message from a person in our church who said, 
"Pastor Carlos, I wanted you to know that I'm going to Athens, Greece the first week of 
November for a 10 day trip. A 10 day medical mission trip with global health outreach and 
Trisha Burgess." I was excited to get that note and was thinking about what that would mean, 
both for the people in Athens, Greece and this person who would be making that trip. This 
past week, Sean, that was just standing here in front of you, he went with me to Boston and we 
spent two days in Boston, in the room with 22 church planters. And they're a part of 70 church 
planters that are currently working and reaching people for Christ in that city of Boston. One 
of those is Jonathan Mosley, a former UGA student, and he is there planting a church, and we 
serve as a sending church for Jonathan. We were having dinner with him and he asked me and 
Sean, he said, "Do you know this name?" And he had just gotten a text from a person in our 
church to let them know that they were going to be in Boston this weekend, and I said, "Yeah, I 
know the name. She was working one of our guests service desk this past Sunday." And he said, 
"Well she's coming to Boston this weekend and wants a place to serve in our services. Some 
way she can help in our worship services on Sunday." I was reminded that there are several 
dozen of our church family that over the last eight months have taken trips to Boston just for a 
weekend, see the city, but at the same time serve with Kings Hill Church for their Sunday 
worship services in different ways. I got an email this week from a guy named Casey who's 
given an update of his first of three months in Southeast Asia. A graduate of UGA back in May 
and now spending three months in Southeast Asia, living and letting his light shine there in that 
area. 

I mentioned that weekend trip and that week trip and that longer semester trip to remind you 
that there are lots of opportunities for every one of us to go and be witnesses to the world. 
And I want you to go. I want you to pray and ask the Lord how he would use you in the next 
12 months to be a witness for Christ somewhere outside of the community of Watkinsville. It 
may be for a weekend, it may be for a week, may be for a longer term. The next step to doing 
that would be to get the information of opportunities that are available. Today at 11:30 and 
today at 12:30, they're just duplicate meetings, giving people a chance to go to either one. But 
at 11:30 or at 12:30 in the basement of the chapel, our missions pastor, Robbie and his team 
will be there and they're going share for just a few minutes about what the possibilities are for 
you or your family or your friends, maybe your small group, someone, to go sometime over the 
next 12 months to some part of the world. Either the U.S or another country or the world to 
be witnesses for Christ in different ways. And so I want you to consider staying for a few 
minutes after this service and making your way to the basement. It'd be a lot more fun than 
sitting in your car in the traffic. And you can just go and attend the meeting while waiting for 
the parking lot to calm down a little bit and I look forward to seeing what God leads in your life 
and your heart as you hear the opportunities. 

Please open your Bibles to James. James chapter one, and we're looking today beginning in 
verse 19 on the subject of how life works. These messages are not just self-help messages. It's 
not life hacks on how to do things simpler or better. What we're talking about is how eternal 
life in Jesus Christ works in every day life for us. How is this eternal life fleshed out into our 
play time, our work time, our rest time? How does life work when Jesus is a part of it? James is 
writing to first century believers, just helping them see that here's how eternal life plays out in 
how you're living. And today, we see this, we apply this to our life to see how life works when 



Jesus is the Lord of our life, when Jesus is the savior of our life. A lot of you are teachers in 
some arena. You may train people in a work environment. You may teach people in the 
classroom, you may coach people on a team. You may be the influencer in your family. You may 
be the leader of your small group. In some way, a lot of us are teachers in some environment. 
And you get in those environments and you know this glorious moment. It's that glorious 
moment when you've been at it for a long time saying a lot of things over and over and over 
again, and you see your student or your worker or your group member, and you look at them 
and the only thing you know to say is, "Wow, what got into you?" What got into you? And 
maybe you remember them going away for Thanksgiving break or Christmas break and they 
come back to a new part of the year and you're looking at them and you're like, something 
clicked. Something's working. Something's alive. Maybe you're a student and you're on that 
team or you're in that group or you're in that classroom and you're looking around and you're 
saying, that's a different player. That's a different student. That's a different co worker that's a 
different group member. And you like, punch him in the shoulder and you're like, "Dude, what 
got into you?" 

James is writing here to believers with this, “what got into you” moment. And as these 
believers are scattered and dispersed because of persecution, James is saying, something got 
into you. And it's going to look different among the crowd. It's going to look different in 
everyday life, and this eternal life that is in you is going to show up different in the way you live. 
Things are going to click, you've come alive. Look at it. When you look at these verses 
beginning in verse 19, I want you to listen for the phrase, "the implanted word" because in 
James's view, what got into us is the implanted word. The word of truth, the word of God, the 
Word, capital "W". The gospel of John, verse one chapter one, "In the beginning was the word 
and the word was God and the word was with God." In verse 14, "And the word became flesh 
and dwelt among us." Listen for this phrase, the implanted word, and then surrounding it on all 
sides, kind of the impact, the fruit, the overflow, the results when the word gets in us. Verse 19, 
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put 

away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 

word, which is able to save your souls. 

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a 

hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 

mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the 

one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who 

forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 

person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is 

this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 

world. 



So, what got into us? I speak this morning, most in the room, you would consider yourselves 
believers. There's been some point in your life where you received Jesus Christ as your Savior 
and Lord. You have turned from your sin and whatever you've been trusting in, and you've 
turned to Jesus Christ alone as your savior. He's your life. He's who you're trusting in. He is the 
Lord, he's the savior of your life. What is that? What does that look like? What got into us? 
James uses this phrase, the implanted word. Some people will say about the book of James that 
it doesn't contain the gospel, that it's just a book on works. That's that book that says, "Faith 
without works is dead." It's all about works. This is two weeks in a row that James has brought 
up the gospel. Where James has started with our faith in Jesus Christ, our new life in Jesus 
Christ. And it's James's perspective that new life in Jesus Christ leads to works. But it starts 
with new life. And he doesn't use some of the most common phrases that we've come to use 
when we talk about salvation. We talk about becoming a believer. We talk about being saved. 
We talk about being saved by grace. We talk about getting new life. We talk about trusting in 
Jesus. James in a very raw and authentic way, describes faith in Jesus Christ in a couple of 
different ways maybe than we're used to. 

In chapter one verse 18 he says, "Of his own will," referring to God the father, "Of his own will 
he brought us forth by the word of truth." That's the gospel. That's the good news of Jesus 
Christ. That's what God does in saving us. That phrase, brought us forth, is tied to the word 
born again. It can be translated “he begat us.” He birthed us. How? By the word of truth. By the 
word, by the gospel, by the good news, by Jesus Christ. His life, his story, we've been born 
again. But he uses another phrase here and it's this phrase, the implanted word. The implanted 
word, again is referring to what happens in us that leads to what happens outside of us. 
Something has been planted in us. Some seed has been put there and it has taken root and it's 
growing and it bears fruit. The implanted word. John Piper describes the implanted word as 
being like something that we receive once, but we keep on receiving over and over again. The 
implanted word gives us life. But he says that life is not like you're getting your kidneys that just 
sit there and just function. He says, getting that life is more like oxygen, where you get life and 
then you continue to receive the word and receive the word and receive the word. I love how 
he put this phrase, he says, no one walks around saying, "Hey, I got oxygen." He says, no, you 
walk around saying, "I need oxygen every day." I'm alive, but to just keep feeding, to keep 
breathing, I need that oxygen. I need to breathe. And here, James is referring to this implanted 
word, the word that has taken root in us, that has given life to us, it comes out in some way. 

In these verses 19 through 27, here's what happens because of the implanted word in us. I'm 
going to give you three phrases. The implanted word calls us to a life that works by, and then 
here are three phrases. The implanted word causes to a life that works by listening and 
receiving, looking and responding, and loving and resisting. Listening, looking, loving. The 
implanted word in us calls us to a life that works by listening and receiving, looking and 
responding, loving and resisting. For a year we journeyed through the gospel of John. And John 
was saying, believe, believe, believe. And James comes to us and he says, behave, behave, 
behave. He said, take the word that is in you, when you believe, we sang it just a moment ago. 
We believe in God the father. We believe in the son. We believe in the Holy spirit. We sang 
our doctrine. James would say, now believing, it's going to overflow. It's going to lead to 
something. It's going to lead to a life of living that and it starts with listening and receiving. Verse 
19, "Know this, my beloved brothers, let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 



anger." It's listening. Implanted word in us. We must listen to the word. We must receive the 
word. We may know this phrase. You may have had it used on you or at you before. You may 
have quoted it to someone. You may coach yourself with these verses, we're saying, "Quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger." There's been a 
few conversations that I have been in with my five children time over the years where I'm on 
one end of the line listening to them and I said, be quick to listen. Quick to listen. Slow to 
anger, slow to anger, slow to speak. And then, "Are you kidding me?!" It's like, how long can 
you go? And the context here for James is within the word of God. When it comes to dealing 
with the word of God in this life that we have, every day living is for us to practice being quick 
to listen, quick to hear, slow, not in speaking or not slow in anger, but slow to speak and slow 
to anger. Listening. Are you a listener? The overflow of eternal life is that life's going to look 
like this. We put listening first. Put it first. Slow to speak, slow to anger. 

Why slow to anger? He tells why to be slow to anger. He says, "For the anger of man does not 
produce the righteousness of God." What a profound statement. And you'd think about that 
and we walk back through life and think to ourselves, how many times did I scorch someone in 
anger and walk away saying, I changed their life? I just changed their life. I mean, I thought today 
that we could announce a one week sermon series on marriage. And we could talk about, 
here's a key to marriage, be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger. Let's talk about 
parenting. A one week series on parenting, or no, let's talk about a one week series on 
relationships. Let's talk about one week series on how to be a great employee. What we realize 
is that this is everyday life in every situation, that our eternal life is going to overflow for us by 
being quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger. No one can say, you know what? I got so 
angry at that person. I went off on them so long that it led to the righteousness of God in their 
heart. And that's what James is saying. James is saying, that's not what anger does. It scars, it 
burns, but it does not produce God in people. It does not produce righteous.  

Listen, the implanted word causes us to listen and then to receive. He says, "Therefore put 
away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word." 
This receiving with meekness is a description of how we are to listen to the word of God. How 
we're to listen to the commands of scripture. How we're to listen to the imperatives of James 
and the teachings of Christ. Jesus said, "Go you therefore to all nations and make disciples." Go 
you therefore in the all nations, make disciples, baptize them in the name of the father and son 
the Holy spirit and teach them to obey everything that I've commanded. How are we to receive 
those commandments of Christ? James, the brother of Jesus, says, receive with meekness, 
receive with meekness. Not with haughtiness, not with arrogance. Receive with meekness. 
Meekness is not weakness. Meekness is strength under control. Meekness is humility. Meekness 
is being teachable. Meekness is being pliable. Meekness is being willing to be led, willing to be 
taught, willing to be instructed. We're bendable. We're shapeable. We're moldable, since we 
received the word of God with meekness, the implanted word. James is really cautioning us 
when it comes to dealing with God's word of receiving it with a "I know it all" kind of spirit. 

It's easy for us to get to a point in sermons where we say, I've heard it all before. It's easy for us 
to get to a point in devotionals, where we say, I could have written this. It's easy for us to get 
to a point of walking through the word and just say, I kinda got this thing figured out. If you've 
reached a point in your spiritual life where you're saying, I kinda got this thing figured out, you 



probably don't have this thing figured out. He says, receive the word with meekness. Be 
teachable. There's an openness. Now, in receiving with meekness, there's something that he 
says before about how we receive with meekness, and that is we receive it by putting off some 
things. You put away some things. That phrase, "put away" is a word that means to disrobe, to 
undress, to take a garment off. And he says, these things that have clothed you, you're to put 
them away, you're to store them away, you are to get rid of them. You don't wear that 
anymore in this kind of life. Put away all filthiness. We may not think about James being that 
hard of a book, it's so practical. Friends, this is real life. This is real stuff in James's mind. He 
says, put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive the word of God with 
meekness. Not put away some filthiness. Most of the filthiness, the filthiness that you're tired 
of, the wickedness that you've grown weary of. Put it all away. 

There's a connection between us receiving the word with meekness and harboring sin in our 
life. And when we harbor sin and we continue to toy with sin, we continue to coddle sin and 
allow it into our life and be a part of our life, and it shuts down receiving the word with 
meekness. We may look at the word today or listen to a sermon today and it's like, I don't 
understand what's going on. I don't want the word. I don't want to read my Bible. God never 
speaks to me anymore. He doesn't care what's going on in my life. I keep going to him, keep 
talking to him. I'm tired of it. There could be a lot of reasons for that, but the reason that James 
brings up is that it could be filthiness in your life. Rampant wickedness in your life. And for us to 
allow the word of God to be received with humility, we're going to have to put some things off. 
There will be some things that are just, just do inventory. To receive the word of God, which is 
able to save your souls, it may mean that some filth that you're watching has to be stopped. 
Some wicked things that you're reading has to be stopped. Some filthy things that you're 
participating in have to be stopped. Some wicked things that you're meditating on has to be put 
away. James says all of it, all of it. 

Seven or eight years ago in our house, in our pantry, we had some problems with meal moths. 
Have you ever had that problem? It will drive you crazy. And we could not figure out what was 
going on and every time we'd open the cabinet, it was like Sherlock Holmes' birds. I mean those 
moths would just fly out of the house, and it was just crazy. Finally I just one day said, 
everything's coming out of the pantry. And so we got everything out of the pantry and went 
through it and deep into the pantry in the back corner was a little paper sack that had little 
holes in it. I opened it up and it was a bag of meal that I had bought at a water wheel grinding 
place for meal up in North Georgia. And it had sat in that cabinet so long to where there were 
some impurities in it, and that had some eggs obviously, and that meal had worms in it, and the 
worms were becoming the moths. Now you think today, that's pretty good meal when it was 
bought, and I looked forward to some cornbread with that meal, and I look at that and I think, 
you know what? I'm going to use it anyway. I got most of the worms out. 

 Hey Carlos, I'm gonna use you anyway, God, the father says. You got most of the sin out. 
There's just a little filthiness over here and a little wickedness over here. I'll just use you 
anyway. The implanted word causes us to live a life that works by listening and receiving. And 
James is not gray here. He says, put away all filthiness, all rampant wickedness and receive the 
word that is able to save your souls. 



Secondly, the implanted word calls us to a life that works by looking and responding, looking 
and responding. Verse 22, "but be doers of the word and not hearers only." That phrase right 
there could be the summary sentence of the whole five chapters of James. Everything he's 
writing, if you said, James, just put it down into one phrase, it would be, "be doers of the word 
and not hearers only." That's what I'm saying. How does life work? Eternal life works in 
everyday life by being doers of the word and not hearers only. Bible study is not wrong. Bible 
study that doesn't lead to doing is wrong. He says, be doers of the word, not hearers only. 
That's deceiving yourselves. We're deceiving ourselves if we put our lives full of Bible study, 
Bible study, Bible reading, Bible reading, Bible study, it's good. Don't go without that, but if we 
just do that and we say, now I'm right. Now I'm right. He says, you deceive yourselves. You lie 
to yourselves, you mislead yourselves. You're going astray if you think that just hearing the 
word is enough. Look, walking into this room and l I love it. I'm excited that you're here. We 
count the people here, okay. It would be so awesome though if we could count somehow our 
doing instead of just our attending. 

He says, be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves for if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, and he illustrates. Here's the pastor of Jerusalem 
illustrating, he said, "He is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. He looks 
at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like." That's a powerful, powerful 
illustration. Their mirrors would have been different than ours. Maybe some polished metal of 
some kind that would create a glare that they could see themselves in, and James says, you hold 
that up in front and you look to check your hair, check your face. See what you look like and 
you're able to recognize yourself. But if you hear the word and it doesn't lead to doing the 
word, it's like you looked in that mirror and you forgot what you look like. It's like, "Hey, what 
color are your eyes?"  

I don't remember. 

What color eyeliner you have own?  

I don't remember. 

He looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks 
into the perfect law, the law of Liberty and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets, but a doer 
who acts. He's saying, here's the mirror right here. Here's the word. For us today, this is the 
law of Liberty right here. The word that frees us. He says, when you look at it and you read it 
and you forget that there's sin that needs to be confessed, you forget that there's 
discouragement that needs to be encouraged. You read it and it's just words on a page and 
then you walk away and in your mental mind, you check a box, well I read my Bible today, I 
read some word today. And he says, but if you walk away and it doesn't lead to actions, it 
doesn't lead to doing, and it's like you just forgot that you needed to change. You forgot that 
the spirit of God spoke to you. You forgot what you're like spiritually. But when you do what 
the word says, it's like you're remembering who you are and what you need and what God 
wants. And if you read the word and you become a doer of the word, there's this promise that 
you'll be blessed in your doing. 



It's looking, but it's not just looking, it's responding. Are you responding?  

As I prepared for the book of James, I just said, Lord, what do you want to do in the book of 
James? I've been there before, read it often. 11 years ago, we worked through the book of 
James together. A lot of you've done it in Sunday classes or small groups. Some of you have a 
lot of the verses memorized. And I said, Lord, what are you going to do fresh? What is it that 
you're going to say? And I kept coming away over and over again, it's like the Lord just keeps 
pounding on my heart, Carlos, when you get to my word, do it. Just do it. Just read the 
imperatives. Read the word, apply it to your life, and do it. It's time for a fresh commitment of 
doing the word. Of doing what he says. And I would ask you to think for just a moment, what is 
God saying to your heart as you read the word? Even this morning, already, as we said, we 
could just back up just a little bit. Quick to hear. Slow to speak, slow to anger. What did the 
spirit of God say to you in your life? What'd he put his finger on when he said put off all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness? What the spirit of God put his finger on? Do it. David Platt 
says it's wrong for us to approach this passage of scripture and just come away to a point of 
saying, I'm willing. James doesn't say, be willing to do the word of God, not hearers only. That's 
kind of a safe zone. I mean, it's like, if it comes up, the circumstances are right, if it meets my 
conditions, then I'll do the word of God. I'm willing. Well do it. Just do it. Just put it away. Look 
and respond. 

Number three, love and resist. "If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God the father is this, to visit orphans and widows in their affliction and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world." It's loving and resisting. It's loving others through actions and it's 
resisting the ways of the world, the sin of the world. James always ties these together. He's 
saying, do the word, do the word. Receive the word, respond to the word. Pursue holiness, put 
away sin. Don't be stained by the world. They work together. He speaks of religion, "If anyone 
thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion 
is worthless." It doesn't say that religion is worthless. It doesn't speak negative here of religion. 
I have a religion. You have religion. The literal meaning of the word religion is this: outward 
worship. That's what religion is. It's outward worship. To have a religion means that you 
worship something in an outward way. If you worship a sport, your outward worship, your 
religion is going through the routines of getting ready for that event and cheering for that event, 
observing that event, celebrating that event. The outward worship for us as believers, as 
followers of Christ, James says there is a kind of our worship that can be worthless. There is a 
kind of outward worship that can be deceptive. And the first kind of outward worship that can 
be deceptive is an outward worship that doesn't change the way we talk. He says if you don't 
bridle your tongue, and he'll come back to this in chapter three and go a lot longer on it than 
he does right here. If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives 
his heart, worthless religion. 

You come to church on Sunday. We worship on Sunday. Sing songs, shout amen on Sunday, but 
our life is filled with cursing on Monday, worthless, religion. Worthless religion. An unbridled 
tongue. What's the evidence of an unbridled tongue? Gossip. What's the evidence of an 
unbridled tongue? Slander. What's evidence of an unbridled tongue? Lying. What's evidence of 
an unbridled tongue? Complaining within gratitude. And James is saying this, an unbridled 



tongue, a tongue that's just let loose, no control over your speech, worthless religion. But 
there is a religion that's pure and he gives examples of that. There's a religion that's undefiled 
before God, and he gives examples of that and it shows a religion that loves others. It shows up 
in our speech as we see, but it shows up in our actions toward others. An undefiled before 
God religion is one that visits orphans and widows in their affliction. It's like James was saying, 
let me just say right out of the gate, right up front, if this eternal life's going to be real in you, 
for two things, orphans are going to be cared for and widows are going to be cared for. And he 
lays the principle that those who are vulnerable, those that are in positions of being taken 
advantage of, those that are in positions of being weak, they need our care because that's who 
we are. That's what real life in Jesus Christ looks like. It's control of our tongue. It's compassion 
toward others, but it's also clean when it comes to sin. He says, keep oneself unstained from 
the world. 

Now as we close, the most important thing that we can do today is walk away as doers of the 
word. So I ask you right now, what does God want you to do today? Don't just check the box 
on a religious activity today. Check the box on obedience to the spirit. Father today, would you 
help us be slow to speak, slow to anger, quick to listen. I pray, Father, we would received the 
word and respond to the word, and Lord from right out of the gate, Lord, would you help us 
to just be loving people, compassionate people. Put our feet to actions, our hands to actions in 
caring for others around us. Father, I pray that your life would work through us powerfully. In 
Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 


