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Let's open our Bibles this morning to the New Testament book of James. The New Testament 
book of James. Some of you are in this room for the very first time, maybe in the chapel for the 
very first time, and I want to welcome you here to Watkinsville. My name's Carlos and I pastor 
here and I look forward to maybe being able to meet you before you get away after the service 
today. I'll wait around here at the front for a little bit and the crowd will kind of be going 
against you, but if you could find a way to walk here to the front and introduce yourself, I'd love 
to say hello to you. If we don't get to do that, there's a connect card that's a part of your 
Sunday paper. It asks for some brief information and you can detach that and drop it off at one 
of our guests service desks outside on your way to your vehicle. They have a gift for you and 
they want to know your name and want to say hello to you. 

You are walking in this morning to our second week in the New Testament book of James, and 
so it’s still early in this study and in many ways we're right on time to be able to take this 
journey for the fall through this letter. James was written by the brother of Jesus. Jesus had 
another brother that we know of in scripture named Jude, but this is James. James was not a 
believer while Jesus was alive. It had to be that after Jesus' death and resurrection that the truth 
of who Jesus is came together for James. In the book of Acts, we find out that James was the 
pastor of the church in Jerusalem. In the book of Acts, it tells us that people began to believe, 
and it talks about 2,000 being added to their number, 3,000, talks about their number growing 
to 5,000, and we have an account in the book of Acts that identifies James as the pastor, as the 
shepherd of those believers in Jerusalem. But when you come to the book of James, it's not 
those believers in Jerusalem that he's writing too. He's writing to believers that have dispersed 
out of Jerusalem. Persecution had come, persecution had come to the Jewish people because 
they believe Jesus to be the Messiah. They believe Jesus to be their Lord and Savior. You sit 
here today and you say, I know I'm going to heaven one day because I've trusted Jesus Christ 
for forgiveness of sin. I believe he's the savior of my life. That belief, that belief, that conversion, 
that new birth, was costing people their earthly lives. And they scattered. And they scattered to 
other countries, scattered to other cultures, they were now living as foreigners. There are 
testimonies of atrocious treatment that they experienced. They were caught in a real gap of 
society and they were hated by some because they were Jews, but then they were hated by 
other Jews because they'd believed the Messiah. And it was a terrible, terrible time to live. 

James is at the back of our Bible and it would give us the impression that maybe it was written 
much later than say the gospels, or Romans, or Philippians, any of those books, but actually 
James is believed to be the earliest written letter that we have in the New Testament. The 
dates of its writing go to 44-45 AD, so we're talking 12 to 14 years after the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus. Now listen, we're of the age in this room that something that happened 
12 years ago, it was like yesterday. And James is writing, I believe, in an element of like it was 
yesterday. 



And what's he doing? We're calling this study through the book of James, How Life Works, and 
my take on it is that in James, we have this pastor writing to scattered believers to let them 
know how eternal life works in everyday life. How do we put this faith into practice? How does 
our faith in Jesus Christ, how does this new life we have in Jesus Christ, work with our old life? 
How does this new life in Jesus Christ work at the job? How does it work in our home? How 
does it work at class? How does it work in college? How does it work in high school? How 
does life work when we have eternal life? James is unfolding that for us. There are 54 
commands, 54 imperatives in these short five chapters. Some people have referred to James is 
the New Testament Proverbs. Some refer to it, actually say it's basically the sermon on the 
Mount of Jesus put into everyday practice. 

So today as we come to these verses in James, I want you to think about how eternal life works 
in your every day life. And there's a particular subject that James addresses here and it's the 
subject of temptation. How does eternal life work when we deal with temptation in every day 
life? Temptation to sin, temptation to go a different path than God's path. How does this life 
work with that? Let me pray for us. Father, we stop just for a moment here to recognize that 
what happens over these next 30 minutes, it's in your hands. And would you, Holy Spirit, be 
free to work in this room. I pray Father, that you would win in every heart. Win corporately 
for us as a church as we gather. Personally, Lord. In lives, every age, every generation, people 
that have been here a while, people that are brand new. Thank you for your word. Thank you 
for this pastor's heart. Thank you Lord that we can open up James and know that your word is 
alive and active. And I pray that you would work right now and help us to understand how 
eternal life works in the face of temptation. And I pray this in the name of Jesus, amen. 

Have you ever been deceived? You ever been tricked? You ever went after something and 
found out that it wasn't what you were expecting? Maybe you've ordered something before in 
the mail and you saw the catalog and you saw the picture and you were so excited about it 
coming to your house. And maybe some of you had that experience, you saw that beautiful 
sugar maple in that catalog, and it was $19.95, and you just had in your mind orange leaves and 
thick trunk and a beautiful canopy and a package arrived the size of a small envelope and there's 
a 12 inch stick in that order and you're like, that's not what I was expecting. You ever been 
deceived? 

James says in verse 16 of chapter one he says, do not be deceived. Ever. Have you ever let your 
appetites deceive you, your desires deceive you? I asked that question this week. I'm sitting 
there, I'm studying and I said, Carlos, have you been deceived? Oh yeah. And it's crazy how 
these things just pop up in your mind and never get over them. And I had trouble as a kid, kind 
of sneaking around when it came to things to eat and drink. And I'm thinking about, I just love 
powdered sugar. I don't know why, I just thought it was so cool to be able to sneak powdered 
sugar out of the cabinet. And I know, I'm confessing to my mama, listen to this recording, and I 
would lick my finger and stick it in the powder sugar and put it right there in my mouth and just 
think, man, that's, that's good. That's good. And I was at my aunt's house, Aunt Vona, and I'm at 
her house and I see the whole canister of powdered sugar and I get a teaspoon and I just load it 
up and put it in my mouth and it's baking flour, not powdered sugar. It just kept going from 
there. My granddad kept small candy bars in the refrigerator and I would sneak and find his 
candy and eat it, and one time I snuck in there, no candy anywhere to be found, he probably 



knew what I was doing and hid it. But there was chocolate there in the drawer and I pulled it 
out and I peeled back the foil and I broke it off and I took a big old bite of that chocolate. And 
you know, in the room, it was Baker's unsweetened dark chocolate. And it was poison, it's just 
awful. And you'd think that'd be enough. But at five years old, our family was building a new 
house and I go to that house, it's a construction zone. I worked my way up the stairs and I get 
up there and I want to see where my room's going to be. And when I turned to look at one of 
the rooms, sitting in the middle of the floor was a Coke bottle that was half filled with orange 
Fanta and I just keyed in on it. And I just took off for that bottle and I grabbed it and I turned it 
up. And when that Fanta hit my lips, my mouth caught fire. I mean I'm talking heat burn, and I 
screamed, I hollered. Moments later, I'm at the emergency room, I got tubes going up my nose, 
I'm getting my stomach pumped. Listen, I have never tasted beverage alcohol, but I have had a 
strong shot of paint thinner. I just want you to know that. I was deceived. I was led astray by 
my appetites. I want to ask you, again, have you ever been deceived? 

James writes to these believers and he knows that every day they are facing temptation, that 
they are facing this event in their life, in a different culture, far from home. The environment 
has changed, the pressure has increased and simply because of their new life in Jesus Christ, 
they confronted temptation. What are they going to do? He's addressed them already when he 
talks about trials and testing, and in trials and testing, James says for them to finish. Finish 
strong. The picture when you come to temptation is to fight strong. To fight against that 
temptation. Eternal life, here's the take home. Eternal life works in times of temptation by 
remembering the truth and rejecting the lies. Eternal life works in the temptations of everyday 
life by remembering the truth and rejecting the lies. I really believe that in this minute that I'm 
standing in front of you, those of you that are listening from the chapel, here's the purpose for 
me standing right here. It is to try to help us remember the truth. Remember the truth. All of 
us face temptation. There is no age requirement. There is no age exemption. There is no class 
or culture, male or female exemption. We all face temptation, and if we have any hope of 
resisting temptation to sin, we've got to remember the truth and reject the lies. 

So looking at it, James chapter one, verse 13, 
 

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change.[d] 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

What do we need to remember when faced with temptation? Here's what those who possess 
eternal life need to remember. Number one, we need to remember who God is. We need to 
remember who God is. That's where it starts. It doesn't start with the temptation. It doesn't 
start with the enticement. It doesn't start with the sin. When we're winning against temptation, 
it will start with us remembering who God is. It's verse 13 look at it, verse 13, "Let no one say 
when he is tempted, I am being tempted by God, for God cannot be tempted with evil and he 



himself temps no one." James writes at the beginning when he's talking about temptation, he 
says, remember who God is. Win against temptation, dealing with temptation. It starts with the 
character of God and he points out, here's the character of God. He cannot be tempted by evil. 
He cannot. He's holy. He's different than our flesh. He's different than humanity. He's not the 
one that can be tempted. He cannot be lured to evil. He cannot be enticed to evil. He is a good 
God. He says, let no one say when he is tempted, I am being tempted by God, and then he says, 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he gives his lack of therefore. So the result of that is 
if God cannot be tempted with evil, he himself tempts no one. The character of God is if he 
can't be tempted by evil, then he himself does not tempt. It's not his character. It's not his 
nature. The rare Greek usage of the word there when he says he cannot be tempted with evil, 
it's called a verbal adjective. Very rare use of greek terms, and it's basically, a word for us to 
translate it literally into our English, it means that God is un-temptable. He's un-temptable. He 
cannot be tempted and he does not tempt. 

Why is that important? On the surface, dealing with temptation, we might say, okay, that's fine. 
But at the root of temptation, here's what we have to get to. There is something in us, that at 
the core of facing temptation to sin, where we can easily find ourselves blaming God for where 
we are and what we've done. "God made me like this. That's just the way it is." "If he wouldn't 
have given me these appetites, I would have never." "God let these circumstances take place in 
my life." "The conditions. If I'd never gotten in those conditions." And early in our battle with 
temptation, underline all the surface stuff that goes on, is we've got to come to terms to where 
we're not blaming God for where we are, what we're tempted to do, and what we give into 
when tempted. It's as old as the beginning of time. You go all the way back to Genesis chapter 
one, two and three. You have the creation of humanity and you get God creating in chapter 
one and then you get to chapter three and you have the story of the fall of humanity. And 
Adam and Eve have disobeyed God and they've sinned by eating the fruit. And God comes after 
them, and in verse it says, this is Genesis 3:8, 

 
"8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool[c] of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”[d]10 And 
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 

What was Adam's first reaction? Blame. Blame is out there. I ate the fruit because you gave me 
this woman and the woman brought the fruit to me and that's why we are in this mess. And 
James is saying, Hey, let's get it right at the very beginning. We have to own our sin. Remember 
who God is. He's un-temptable. 

Number two, we must remember where temptation begins. We have to remember where 
temptation begins. Back in James, verse 13 tells us who God is. Verse 14, "But each person is 
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire." Where does temptation come from? 
We can't blame it on God. Jesus says from our heart. From our heart. Listen to these words of 



Jesus. It's a short, simple verse, but in Matthew 15 he says, "But what comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person." It's easy for us to blame our conditions, to 
blame our circumstances, to blame our Creator and James is teaching us that temptation starts 
right in here. We got to own it. It's our appetites, it's our desires. He says, "Each person is 
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire." The word desire there is a strong 
word for appetite. A strong appetite is translated sometimes as lust. It says because of your 
lust, because of your strong appetites, because of your fleshly desires. You're lured and you are 
enticed. The words lured and enticed there, you think for just a moment where we hear those 
words in everyday life, it's exactly where they came from when James used them. Those words 
right there for lure and entice came right out of the fishing culture. And it was James picking 
out of the scenes around him of what happens when fish are lured, when they're enticed out of 
their safe haven by some bait, and when they are lured and enticed and they take the bait and 
they're trapped. They're caught. And James says, it starts with temptation from our own lust 
and our own desires. 

Bonhoeffer wrote a book entitled temptation, and he writes this about our desires. It just hits 
so real. He says, "With irresistible power, desire seizes mastery over the flesh. It makes no 
difference whether it is sexual desire or ambition or vanity, or desire for revenge, or love of 
fame and power, or greed for money. Joy in God is extinguished in us, and we seek all our joy 
in the creature. At this moment, God is quite unreal to us. He loses all reality and only desire 
for the creature is real. Satan does not here fill us with hatred of God, but with forgetfulness of 
God. The lust thus aroused, envelops the mind and will of man in deepest darkness. The 
powers of clear discrimination and of decision are taken from us. The questions present 
themselves, is what the flesh desires really sin in this case? Is it really not permitted to me? Yes, 
expected of me, now here in my particular situation to appease desire? It is here that 
everything within me rises up against the word of God." When we're dealing with temptation, 
remember, God is un-temptable, and temptation begins with our own fleshly desires. 

Number three, remember where sin ends. Remember where sin ends. Starts small, costs little, 
happens fast. James says in a brief profound statement, verse 15, "Then desire, when it has 
conceived, gives birth to sin and sin when it is fully grown, brings forth death." When sin runs 
its full course, the end is always death. Something dies when we sin. Friends, this is not a check 
the box, I've been to church kind of Sunday. I am compelled to stand before you, in hopes to 
stand in the gap some way between the lure and the bait that is dangling in front of your 
appetites and desires, and to plead with you. Don't be deceived. Don't take the bait. Because 
when sin conceives, it's the imagery of pregnancy, it is the imagery of conception, and 
pregnancy and birth, but it's a terrible, painful birth. It's not the new birth of life that comes 
from God's way and Jesus, it is the birth of death. 

He says this desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin and sin, when it is fully grown, 
brings forth death. For years, I would sell in our horticulture business a plant called a Foster 
Holly and it was the plant that you always planted on the corner of your house. And I was just 
young, and working, helping the family. And people would ask, "So how tall does it get?" I said, 
"Tall." "Well how tall?" "It goes on the corner of your house." "Well, how tall does it get?" 
"How tall is your house?" "About 15 feet." "It'll make it to 15 feet." And it was just like that. 
And I remember just all my life just thinking that Foster Hollys grow to 15 feet, that's what they 



are when fully grown. Until I saw one, my dad pointed out to me, that was 25 feet tall. And I'm 
thinking, Oh no, I sold a lot saying they'd get to 15 feet. And I thought, well they get to 25 feet 
until I saw one that was 40 feet tall. And then I saw one that was like a hundred feet tall. I don't 
know how tall a Foster Holly gets. Okay. There's got to be some point out there where it's 
fully grown and it's finished. When we're talking about sin, I don't know when sin's fully grown. I 
don't know for you if it'll be today, tomorrow, 10 years from now or 25 years from now. But I 
know based on the word of God that when sin reaches it's finished line, it kills. And it may be 
the grace of God that has stepped in your path this morning and has given you a chance to run, 
repent, remember, before sin is fully grown in your life. 

These are hard verses, I have to read them. You can substitute any appetite here. Proverbs 
chapter seven, as we said James is like the New Testament Proverbs. Just listen, okay, don't get 
distracted by reading. Just listen. Proverbs seven, 

 
My son, keep my words 
    and treasure up my commandments with you; 
2 keep my commandments and live; 
    keep my teaching as the apple of your eye; 
3 bind them on your fingers; 
    write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4 Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” 
    and call insight your intimate friend, 
5 to keep you from the forbidden[a] woman, 
    from the adulteress[b] with her smooth words. 
6 For at the window of my house 
    I have looked out through my lattice, 
7 and I have seen among the simple, 
    I have perceived among the youths, 
    a young man lacking sense, 
8 passing along the street near her corner, 
    taking the road to her house 
9 in the twilight, in the evening, 
    at the time of night and darkness. 
10 And behold, the woman meets him, 
    dressed as a prostitute, wily of heart.[c] 
11 She is loud and wayward; 
    her feet do not stay at home; 
12 now in the street, now in the market, 
    and at every corner she lies in wait. 
13 She seizes him and kisses him, 
    and with bold face she says to him, 
14 “I had to offer sacrifices,[d] 
    and today I have paid my vows; 
15 so now I have come out to meet you, 
    to seek you eagerly, and I have found you. 



16 I have spread my couch with coverings, 
    colored linens from Egyptian linen; 
17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, 
    aloes, and cinnamon. 
18 Come, let us take our fill of love till morning; 
    let us delight ourselves with love. 
19 For my husband is not at home; 
    he has gone on a long journey; 
20 he took a bag of money with him; 
    at full moon he will come home.” 
21 With much seductive speech she persuades him; 
    with her smooth talk she compels him. 
22 All at once he follows her, 
    as an ox goes to the slaughter, 
or as a stag is caught fast[e] 
23     till an arrow pierces its liver; 
as a bird rushes into a snare; 
    he does not know that it will cost him his life. 
24 And now, O sons, listen to me, 
    and be attentive to the words of my mouth. 
25 Let not your heart turn aside to her ways; 
    do not stray into her paths, 
 

James simply says, do not be deceived. Don’t be led astray. It is the grace of God this morning 
that we are in this room with him calling out to us with this passage of scripture to say, stop. 
Fight. Resist the temptation. Break it off. That appetite, that desire, that lust, money, power, 
sex, fame, possessions, position, whatever heart deceitfully desires. 

Number four, remember what God does. Remember who God is. Remember where 
temptation begins. Remember where sin ends. Number four, remember what God does. In 
verse 16 he says, “Do not be deceived my beloved brothers, every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above coming down from the father of lights with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change.” Here’s what James is saying, there’s two paths. And you can choose 
this path of temptation where sin leads to death, or you can get off that path, get off that track, 
resist that temptation, and you can go with God. And here’s what he does. He is the giver of 
every good gift. He is the giver of every perfect gift. When we’re giving into temptation to sin, 
here’s what we’re saying. We’re saying we know a better way. We want a quicker way. We 
want to do what we think is the right way. 

He says, no, here’s the way. It’s God’s way. God’s way is the giver of every good gift and every 
perfect gift. Which means that if we choose the way of sin, what we’ve chosen is something far 
less than good or perfect. What God does is give every good gift. Have you ever try to buy a 
good gift? Man, it’s so hard, isn’t it? You think you’ve got the perfect gift, but it’s the wrong size. 
You think you’ve got the perfect gift, but it’s the wrong color. You think you’ve got the perfect 



gift, but you forget the batteries. And it’s like, I can’t get it right. Listen, our good God always 
gets it right. 

Here’s what else he does. Not only does he give good and perfect gifts, he gives life. Look at it. 
Verse 18, “Of his own will he brought us forth." Here's the gospel in James, maybe you're 
looking for it. "In his own will, he brought us forth." That's birth terminology. It's he begat us. 
We were regenerated. We were born again. He brought us life. He is brought us forth. How? 
By the of truth. John 1:1, "In the beginning was the word and the word was God and the word 
was with God." Verse 14, "And the word became flesh." The word of truth. We hold the word 
of truth. He says, we get new life. We're getting new birth by believing the word of truth, 
believing that Jesus is our savior. So God, he does not only give good and perfect gifts, he gives 
us life. 

And then last, we've got to remember who we are. He says, the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. I want to ask our bands to come, in both rooms, right 
now. And you look this way as they're coming. What he's saying to us is that he wrote to these 
first century believers, he says, you guys are the first. You got to fight the fight of temptation. 
You're the first fruits. You are the foretaste of all that God wants to do in the future. You 
know what some of you are? You're the first fruits of your family. You've got to hold up Jesus 
for your family. You're the first fruits of this community. You're the first fruits of your job. 
You're the first fruits of your class. You're the first fruits of your team. You have a position to 
play, to represent who Jesus Christ is and what he's done in your heart so that others can 
come to know the truth of who he is. I want to tell you, if you'll remember who God is, and 
where sin comes from, what God does and where sin ends, you remember who you are, the 
first fruits of the gospel, you can say no to temptation every day. 

Let's stand together in both rooms, and I want to leave this property today singing about a 
good, gracious God. Lord Jesus. Speak to our hearts today. We praise you as a good and 
perfect God. Amen. 

 


