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I want to welcome you to this first Sunday of August and continue to pray for the cities in our 
nation that are hurting today. In light of that, it even increases my excitement, my conviction, 
that what I'm sharing with you today is the answer for us individually, is the answer for our 
nation, is the answer for the world. And that is the message and the ministry and the 
involvement in a local body of believers that we call the church. Today I'm standing before you 
and I want to offer you some compelling reasons, some things that we can wrap our hearts and 
minds around to love and celebrate and cherish, that would help us to see the value of being 
involved with a local church and what we see from God's word about her. 

This morning, we meet at 10:15 in two rooms. I welcome those that are in the chapel right 
now and we're back on that schedule for 10:15, having that chapel service as well as here in the 
life building. We'll do that throughout the fall except for Labor Day weekend, at 10:15, both 
rooms will be combined back into here and then later in the year, we'll mention again, fall break 
weekend for UGA, we'll be back in here all together. Those of you that maybe are new, or 
guests, or haven't been here in a while, I know that going on in another room at this same time 
as the worship service and they're listening now, did music, and then we joined together for the 
message time. I'd love to meet you if you're here for the first time, I'd love to be able to put a 
name with your face. We pray for God to continue to bring new people to be a part of 
Watkinsville. 

The Sunday paper you received when you came in looks a little bit like a boarding pass on the 
outside of it today, but inside of it, it has a connect card. As a guest, I'd love for you to 
complete it, you can hand it to me. It'd be awesome if you handed it to someone at one of the 
guests tables on your way out of the buildings. They have a gift for you, so we'd love to be able 
to put that in your hands and express to you again before you head to your car our gratitude 
for you being a part of Watkinsville. 

Maybe you caught the graphic, maybe you didn't, but over the next four weeks, we're doing a 
group of messages called Boarding Now. Boarding now is a phrase to these four messages that I 
hope communicate some urgency. I hope it indicates to you some sense of an invitation. I want 
to invite you to take a trip and some of you are thinking this morning that you just sat down 
and you're like, the last thing I want to do after this summer is go on another trip. Just curious, 
in this room, certainly can't see it in the chapel right now, but how many of you left the state of 
Georgia this summer? Raise your hand up big and tired. Alright, put your hands down. How 
many of you left the United States this summer? Lift your hand up high and strong. Few more of 
you? The nine o'clock service must be the world travelers because half the room at nine o'clock 
left the U.S. this summer. A lot of travel, we're a going people physically, and just the means and 
opportunities and transportation makes it possible for us to go, go, go. 



I'm excited about being back and about us being here and being involved in worship together. 
When we talk about church, the great majority of time when we refer to church, we talk about 
going to church. We've probably said it already, where are we going to church tomorrow? If 
you're a guest or new in the community, you’re trying to decide where are we going to go to 
church? Somebody will ask you tomorrow maybe, did you go to church yesterday? Where do 
you go to church? I'm not trying to change that phrase, I understand. In our culture, we meet, 
we meet at locations, we have an address, and it calls us together week by week by week. So 
we go to a place for a church to meet. We get that. But what I'm wanting to say to you today 
and try to convince you over these next four weeks is, would you consider this mental and 
physical picture of not just going to church but going with a church? 

What does it look like to expand that going to a church to something broader, something 
richer, something deeper, where you are going with a church family instead of just going to a 
church family. It changes us from being a spectator to being a participant. We're getting on 
board, we're taking the trip, we're making the journey. I want to give to you, starting in the first 
part of the book of Acts, some compelling reasons to maybe recommit to the local church or 
maybe for the first time in your life, to commit to being a part of the mission and message of a 
local body of believers. When we look at the landscape of our country and our world right 
now, what do we do if we don't have an eternal answer? If we don't have a heart change 
answer, what do we have? We have an opportunity as local church to declare the truth of 
God's word and the promise. If we get into God's word, here's the promise, you will have life 
and you will have life more abundantly. There is the opportunity for forgiveness. There's the gift 
of grace and mercy. There's transformation by what we refer to, who we refer to as the Holy 
Spirit that just keeps changing us and making us to be more like Jesus. And then we have victory 
over death, victory over the grave, and the opportunity to live forever in the presence of our 
Creator, worshiping him. That is hope. That's the gift that we have and I'm inviting you to take 
this trip and be a part of what we're a part of as a local body of believers. 

Look in Acts chapter one. We spent a year in the Gospel of John. The Gospel of John, 21 
chapters that tells us about who Jesus is and what Jesus did and proofs that he can be believed 
and trusted as the one who lived, died and rose again. The book of Acts now picks up and 
shows the impact of his life, death and resurrection. The impact of Jesus' life, death, burial, and 
resurrection, is that that news spreads and whether in persecution, under the threat of loss of 
life, or in times of calm and peace, the good news of Jesus Christ spreads to the world. You 
know the greatest proof of that? It's that you and I are meeting in Watkinsville, Georgia right 
now, knowing about Jesus. When Jesus told the disciples 2000 years ago in Jerusalem to be 
witnesses, we have to believe and see that generation after generation after generation took 
that message to the world. And here we are today. So look at Acts and we're gonna read some 
verses to you and offer to you some compelling reasons to make the local church a part of 
your life. 

Acts Chapter one verse one in the First Book, 

"Oh, Theopolis, I have dealt", who is that, I? That's Luke, the same writer of the gospel of Luke 
did research and put together this book of Acts. He was an eye witness to much of what was in 



Acts. He researched and put together other pieces of the book of Acts where he was not 
present, but he says, 

"Oh, Theopolis, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 
them during 40 days and speaking about the Kingdom of God. And while staying with them he 
ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which 
he said, "you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.". 

Very practical. Just wait right here in Jerusalem. This promise is going to be fulfilled. 

Verse six, "so when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them, "it's not for you to know times or seasons that 
the father has fixed by his own authority. But you'll receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you'll be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth." And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight." 

Then an angel sends them away. They're back in Jerusalem, they're in an upper room, and it's a 
group of people there and they're praying all together. And the rest of chapter one tells us that 
they went through a very practical process of choosing someone that was going to be a 
replacement for Judas. Judas had betrayed Jesus, took his life, and now there was 11 and they 
chose Matthias to be the next disciple, to be one of the 12. After that, they again are in 
Jerusalem, and it's a day of Pentecost. People had gathered into the city for this celebration 
from all over the region, lots of different nations, lots of different languages and dialects. And 
the Holy Spirit's promise is fulfilled. The Holy Spirit comes and, it's described in chapter two, 
with tongues of fire. And people began to speak in their own languages and it was understood 
by the people and they began to tell of the mighty works of God in the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. And then there was this accusation that maybe these guys were drunk and they were 
intoxicated. And Peter stands and he begins to preach. And we have this first recorded sermon 
from Peter and full of the Holy Spirit, he stands boldly, this one who had denied he knew Jesus, 
now is emboldened to declare the good news of Jesus Christ. And he quotes from the Old 
Testament and the prophet Joel. And then in verse 22 listen, as the sermon continues, he says, 

"Men of Israel hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 
works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know 
- this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of lawless men. 

Verse 24, "God raised him up, loosen the pains of death because it was not possible for him to 
be held by it.". 

And then he quotes Old Testament passages here about king David, explains that there was 
going to be one that would rule and reign on the throne of David. 



And look in verse 32, "This Jesus God raised up and of all that we are all witnesses. Being 
therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David 
did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "the Lord said to my Lord, 'Sit at my right 
hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.'". 

Verse 36, "'Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.' Now, when they had heard this, they were cut 
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter 
said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you'll receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls us to 
himself." And with many words he bore witness and continued to exhort them saying, "Save 
yourself from this crooked generation." So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about 3000 souls.". 

Stop there. Why this passage when we're talking about the local church? Because in Acts 
chapter one, Acts chapter two, you have the birth of the New Testament Church. Jesus Christ 
has done his work of living, of dying, of being buried and rising again, and he has ascended to 
heaven and he's given this promise that the Holy Spirit will be poured out on you, you'll receive 
power. Now the Holy Spirit has come, and Peter begins to preach and declare the Gospel. And 
people begin to believe and the Gospel is spreading and they're baptized as testimony of their 
faith in Jesus, and it describes them as being added that day to their number. And that's the 
story of Acts. It repeats again as the Gospel spreads, people believe and people meet and the 
word is preached and people believe and they're baptized and the word is preached and 
persecution comes and people are scattered and wherever they go, they keep preaching the 
good news and they keep meeting. And from here you begin to see churches meet and formed 
in places like Corinth, and Galicia, and Thessalonica, and Ephesus, and Colossae, and Philippi. 
These churches, they meet as the good news spreads and people believe and right down until 
here we are today. And I'm inviting you, this group of people that meet here, to dive in to being 
a part of the local body of believers maybe like you never have before. 

Let me give you a few reasons to love the local church. I love the metaphors of the local 
church. When you look through the New Testament, just moving quickly through this, you 
have at least four metaphors that are used to describe the local church. Metaphors are used to 
give us a feel for what something is, some understanding of what something is. Some insight of 
what something is, how they function, how they operate. Some people say maybe there's six, 
some people say maybe there's three, let me give you at least four definite metaphors of the 
local church. One is family. If we could replay a recording from what's been said this morning, 
probably somewhere along the way, I've already referred to us as a church family. It's lifted right 
out of scripture. It's a biblical metaphor of what the church is. A couple of scripture references: 
First Timothy 3:15 and first Peter 4:17 speak of the family, the church being like a family. 

Second metaphor that's used in scriptures is the Bride. Jesus is identified as the groom and the 
church is identified as the bride of Christ. Ephesians five, latter chapters of Revelation, speak of 
the wedding feast of the lamb, the bride being robed in spotless linen. Another metaphor of the 



church is the body. We speak about the body of believers, a body of faith. First Corinthians 
chapter 12 gives this metaphor of the church being like the body and Jesus is recognized as the 
head of the church, and you and I become members of that body. We're the hands, the feet, 
the legs, the arms, the toes, the ears, the nose, the eyes. We're members of that body. 

Another metaphor that's used in scripture of the church is a building. We argue sometimes or 
say sometimes, well church is not a building. Church is more than a building and physically that's 
true. Buildings today are places that churches meet, but spiritually the Bible speaks of the 
church being like a building. First Corinthians 3:16 and First Peter 2:4 speaks of the temple of 
God, speaks about a house being built with living stones. You're a living stone. When you trust 
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you become a living stone that's building up this house, 
building up this building of God. 

I love the metaphors. We use similes to go along with these metaphors in our cultural context. 
We say that our church family's like a river. We take the metaphor of a family and say that it's 
like a river. We said, people pass through here and they become a part of our church family 
and they go away to other places and they live for Jesus. This morning I had the experience of 
the river returning back. A family came and stood here this morning and handed me a card that 
said they want to be members and out beside it it said, again. And they said, you married us 10 
years ago and we've been away and we've been living in another place and the Lord's brought 
us back to this town. We're living here now. We want to be members again. I love it when the 
river comes back. Many times that river just goes and goes and goes and goes. 

And other simile we use from time to time a simile of an aircraft carrier. And sometimes we 
talk about how on Sundays we're like an aircraft carrier, where the planes come in and we land 
and we refuel and we're encouraged and we're strengthened and we get our mission and we're 
reminded of it and we take off, we launch again and we go into our week and then we'd come 
back the next Sunday and refuel and we're encouraged and strengthened and taught, and we get 
our mission and we go again out into the week. Those are similes for the metaphors that we 
see in scripture of the local church. I love those metaphors. Family, bride, body, building. 

Number two, I love the mission. There's a purpose for us and that's to bring glory to God, but 
there's a mission for us, to bring glory to God. The way we accomplish our purpose is by 
accomplishing our mission and our mission is given to us here in Acts chapter one, the same 
that was given to the apostles, You'll be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all of Judea, Samaria, and the 
ends of the earth. Be my witnesses. Matthew 28, Jesus said, go therefore and to all nations, 
make disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father and Son and the Holy Spirit and teach 
them to observe everything that I've commanded. We've taken Acts 1:8 and Matthew 28 and 
even Psalm 67 from last week where we said, let all the peoples praise you, O God, let all the 
peoples praise you. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. We take that and roll that up and 
say, practically, culturally, right here in our church, here's our mission: we're making 
wholehearted followers of Jesus Christ. 

If you're here for the very first time. And you're thinking about church and what it might be 
about, it's a clear statement. Nothing cloudy here. This is what we're up to, not trying to sneak 
up on you. Right out front. I want you to be a whole hearted follower of Jesus Christ. Our 



decisions, our plans, our money, our gatherings, our prayers, all those things and more come 
together, we hope, to where there'll be more and more and more and more people who are 
whole heartedly following Jesus Christ as their Lord and as their Savior. That's our mission. I'm 
reading through the Old Testament right now, a lot of us committed to read the word this year 
through all the way to the end, and I just began circling the number of times that I see, 
"followed him with their whole heart", it's that word, wholehearted, scattered throughout the 
Old Testament. It's become our word. God got a hold of our hearts with it when we were 
studying through the book of Numbers many years ago, and it's still today, we're saying, we 
don't want to be casual. We don't want to be complacent. We don't want to be halfhearted, 
but if we're going to follow Jesus Christ like the song said earlier, we'll abandon all, we'll put 
our life on the line. We'll go with Jesus, whatever first he says. I love the metaphors. Love the 
mission. 

Number three, I love the means. How do we make wholehearted followers of Christ? How do 
we see lives changed? I love the means of doing this because it takes the load off of humanity, 
and it trust God to do his work. He works through us. We're ambassadors of Christ. He's 
given us gifts to do the work, but according to Acts 1:8, sometimes we blow right past that first 
phrase, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. How do we be 
witnesses? How do we fulfill the Great Commission? We do it through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. You hear the rain right now, you hear it? Just kind of that light fall on the ceiling. I don't 
know where you were at 9:30, but man, in here I preached and my only hope is that the Holy 
Spirit of God was preaching to the hearts and lives of people. I mean, we couldn't hear anything. 
It was so loud in here from the rain. You know, the reality is, is that every time we meet, it's 
not my illustrations. It's not my stories. It's not my cadence. It's not the sound of my voice. It's 
not the talent of the singers or the talent of the players. It's not the accommodations of the 
room that changes lives. And our means of seeing life changes, we are absolutely, totally 
dependent on the power of the Holy Spirit. We need him to work mightily. You read the 
headlines today and it leaves you exasperated and, in the flesh, discouraged. How do we 
address this? Our only hope, whether it's a kid in your house, or a citizen in our nation. Our 
only hope is that the spirit of God would get a hold of some hearts and lives and change them 
forever. Here you see that our mains for doing the work of a local church is through the power 
of the Holy Spirit and prayer. It happens right in the book of Acts, chapter one. This 
combination runs through out this supernatural book, the people praying and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. The people praying, and the power of the Holy Spirit. That's our means. 

Number four, I love the metaphors. I love the mission. I love the means. I love the message. I 
love the message. How awesome is it to know that from the time of day right now, until this 
world is over, the message does not change. There is one way to God, and his name is Jesus. 
Come on. Listen. There's one way. There's one way for our sins to be forgiven. His name is 
Jesus. There's one way for us to spend eternity with God forever. His name is Jesus. That 
message doesn't change. Methods change, culture changes, society changes, your likes and 
dislikes change, the things that taste good to you or tastes bad to you change, the places you 
live and work, the things you enjoy, they change, but the message that saves for eternity does 
not change. Jesus Christ came, took on flesh, lived a sinless life, died on the Cross, was 
crucified, was buried in a borrowed tomb, and on the third day, rose again defeating death, 
paying the price for our sin, and our faith and trust in him alone is our hope of salvation. That's 



the message. That's the good news. And over and over and over again as we come together as 
a local body of believers, the reason that is such good news is because the Gospel is the power 
under salvation. When we declare that message, we declare that good news through the work 
of the Holy Spirit, the work of Christ, lives are changed forever. That's our message. I love that 
and we think about this mission we're on to declare that message by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The fifth thing that makes me love the local church is her members. I'm talking about the people 
talking about you. My family knows this, I think they would give testimony to this. The time that 
dad is the happiest every week is right after we get home from church. Is that true? And here's 
the reason, I've been with my people, I've been with God's people. Now, some of us are crazy 
people. All right, and I'm putting me in there. We're different. We have different likes and 
different dislikes. I mean we'll sing this morning, and I'm sure there are some that will probably 
walk away saying, well I liked that first song. I'm not so sure about that third song. I liked it 
when we did that bluegrass, but I don't like it when we did that. We all have different likes and 
dislikes. I like it when you tell us to stand. I remember my first prayer meeting here. I had 
people pray in groups at prayer meeting and someone came to me that week and said, pastor, 
you had us pray together in groups and I love that. The next Wednesday night had us pray 
individually. Somebody came me and said, I don't like praying in groups. I really like the way you 
had us pray by ourselves last week. Lord, help us. Help us. 

And when we all come together in the name of Jesus Christ, multiple generations from multiple 
nations, our neighbors, strangers, all those differences, come together under the banner of 
what's similar and that is we've all sinned and all fallen short of the glory of God, and we need a 
savior and his name is Jesus and this is the place where we lift him up and celebrate him until 
we see him face to face. 

And I love number six: the messiness. What? I love the messiness of the church. No, I don't 
love the messiness of the church like I love lemon pie. I love the messiness of the church like 
walking into a room and seeing a two year old covered in peanut butter with a sack of flour 
being shaken all over the room, and you're like, stop it! And there are times when I look at our 
church family and I go, stop it! That's enough stupid for one week. Okay, don't make those 
choices. But you love it because it's real, and it's life, and it's authentic. We're not perfect. 
We're not the Stepford wives, we're not robots. We mess up, we fail and hopefully by the 
grace of God, we repent and we're more like Jesus than we were before. But the messiness 
gives us the opportunity to see the power of the gospel changing lives. It gives us opportunity 
to praise the Lord for the work that he's doing. 

I love number seven, the ministry of the church. The opportunity to love each other, to meet 
needs, to check on one another, to encourage one another. Acts chapter two, we'll talk about 
it more next week, how they devoted themselves to one another to make sure that nobody 
had a need. We do that through groups. 

Number eight, the last one, I love the meeting. I love us coming together. We meet once a 
week. We come together with all of our likes and dislikes and we sing, and hopefully we do 
what Hebrews 10 says, we do not forsake the gathering of ourselves together, as some are in 



the habit of doing, but we consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds so that we will not shrink back. Listen, I need you. I need you to spur me on toward love 
and good deeds. We need one another to spur each other on toward love and good deeds. 
You need one another as college students, you need one another as teenagers. You need one 
another as senior adults to encourage one another to stay the course and not give up in this 
evil world where Satan is scheming to pick you off. 

This morning, I want to ask our worship team to come back, lead us. We're going to sing a 
closing song that really reminds us of the opportunity we have as a local church. This trip we're 
taking, I'm inviting you to go with us as a church. I'm talking about how we commit to big group, 
how, as a whole body, we identify together and we go. 

What's the next step? Three of these. Number one, confess your belief in Jesus Christ. We 
believe in a regenerate membership. That means that members of this local church, we believe, 
have placed their faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. A lot of people attend that 
maybe have never done that, but to identify as a local church on this mission, with this message, 
a part of the body, a part of the family, you confess your faith in Jesus Christ. That's what 
happened in Acts chapter two, it says, they believed they were baptized. They were added that 
day to their number. Would you trust Jesus today? Maybe you never have, maybe the spirit of 
God is saying right now, this is you. Call out to Jesus to save you, right now. 

Number two, connect your life by becoming a member. Practical ways to do that. The Sunday 
paper that you've got has a place where you put your name and mark that you want more 
information about membership. You can go to the web page at watkinsville.org and learn how 
to be a member. The last Sunday night of this month, we have our next membership class. It's 
an opportunity for you to dive in and go wholehearted in being a part of what our church is 
doing. 

And then here's the third thing. Commit your heart to being a whole hearted follower of Jesus 
Christ. Just make a fresh commitment. To just say, Lord Jesus, today, I commit to you, for you 
to be first in all things in my life. That's where being wholehearted starts. Lord Jesus, be first. 
Decisions, choices, actions, plans, dreams, my spending, my saving, my serving, my loving, Jesus, 
just be first. You're first. I'm going to follow your lead. Let's stand together. 

Father. I pray today that in this room and in the chapel, that together, Lord, move on our 
hearts to take this trip with you. Lord, to go now, to fulfill the mission, to celebrate you and 
love you and serve you in one another through this great gift of the church. Give us courage. 
Give us strength. Give us stamina. Lord, don't let culture be stronger than your word. Be first 
in our lives. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

 


