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Let's take our Bibles and open them to Acts chapter four, Acts chapter four. As you find 
your place there, I want to welcome those of you that are here worshiping with us maybe for 
the first time or maybe this represents the first few times of this season. And both in the chapel 
right now and here in the Life Building, it's great to be a part of worship with you and I'd love 
to be able to meet you. We are a part of a series right now, just in the month of August, called 
Boarding Now. And it is a chance for us to describe what it looks like to go with us as a church, 
and we've repeated a few times this month that we don't want you just to go to our church, 
but it's an invitation to go with our church. If you're here for the first time or the second time 
or the first time in a long time, you're not late. This is a perfect Sunday to be here because it's 
going to give you an opportunity to hear what's going on here, what we're about, what we're 
doing, where we're going and what it looks like to be wholehearted and to be wholeheartedly 
apart of what's happening here through the life and ministry of Watkinsville. There's a Sunday 
paper you received when you came in. It looks a little bit like a boarding pass and if you open it 
up, there's a connect card and I'd to ask you if you haven't filled out one of these before if you 
could complete that, and when you leave today there's some people outside the buildings at 
some guests kiosk. They're there, they want to say hello to you, answer any questions you 
have. They want to put a gift in your hand and if you drop that connect card off, it'll give us a 
chance to put some things in the mail to you and let you know even more about life here at 
Watkinsville. 

We're looking together at what it means to be a part of Watkinsville and we're laying out some 
expectations. If we're going to be wholehearted here, this is just baseline what it looks like. 
We're taking that from the book of Acts. Acts seems to me, here you have the most raw, the 
most untouched, and most visible way of seeing the New Testament church. Jesus died. He was 
buried. He rose again. He gave a commission for the disciples to make disciples of all nations. 
He challenged them, commanded them, to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
the ends of the earth. We're the fruit of that. We're able to know today the good news of Jesus 
Christ because those disciples were faithful to be witnesses, and just from one generation to 
the next, passing on that good news, and we're keeping that going as a church. 

We take as our mission to make wholehearted followers of Jesus Christ, and that's based on 
Matthew 28 where Jesus spoke, and again in Acts 1:8 where Jesus spoke. He gave those 
commissions and then he ascended to heaven and the disciples were left with the task. And 
then you began to look and you see, Acts chapter two, the coming of the Holy spirit. Jesus had 
promised this one that would come and fill them and give them power to live. And today when 
you and I trust Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, we receive the Holy Spirit of God. He's living 
inside of us, allows us to pass from death to life, to be a new creation, to have a new heart and 
to live with purpose of bringing glory to God. When you work through chapter two and 
chapter three, you began to see the church coming together beyond the disciples, beyond those 
that had believed when Jesus was on earth. You see thousands of people being added to their 



number. One account, it says that 5,000 were added to their number that day. 3,000 were 
added to their number that day. Then you see later, told of 5,000 believers, they're just 
multiplying. Then the gospel leaves Jerusalem and spreads. Well, as you look at it in Acts, you 
get summary pictures of what was going on in the life of the church. And we're saying, Hey, we 
don't want to be just a normal church. We want to be a New Testament church. We don't 
want the statistics of today and the trends of the day to define who we are as a church. Let's 
look back at the beginning and say, this is what it looked like to be a part of the church. And 
we've taken four baseline expectations. 

One is we just boil it all down and say big group, and that is that people were devoted to the 
body of Christ. They were devoted to the big group. They were counted among that number. 
They would meet together and then they would live for Jesus during the week. Second thing 
beyond being committed to the big group, we said small group. You see in these summary 
pictures of the church that they were involved in relationships with one another. In Acts 
chapter two, it describes the believers as meeting together daily in the temple and then they 
would break bread together in their homes. And you see them going from one large group to 
them spreading out into their homes and in relationships, and we're saying that as a part of 
Watkinsville First Baptist, we want you to be a part of the gathering. We want you to live for 
Christ wholeheartedly when you disperse from here, but also here we want you to be involved 
in relationships, small groups. We want you to have a group not based on a certain number, but 
based on an environment where people can know you, people can know where you are, who 
you are and how you are. And you have to get in a room smaller than a room like this or 
smaller than the chapel where you can build relationships and do life on life. 

A third piece that you see in the new Testament about the church was that they were serving, 
they were serving one another. They were living out their identity of Christ Jesus in them. Jesus 
came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many, and the dominant metaphor for 
believers in the New Testament was a picture of a servant or a slave. The outside world called 
those believers Christians first in Antioch, Acts chapter 11, but inside the church they identified 
as servants, as children of God, as slaves of Christ. You see that in Paul's writings and the 
writings of others in the New Testament. 

This morning I want to talk to you about a fourth element, big group, small group, an area of 
service. This morning I want to ask you to commit to a fourth piece of being a part of this 
journey with Watkinsville First Baptist. Let me give you some adverbs. I want to give you seven 
adverbs and you listen to them and you guess, just play along with me here, what could these 
seven adverbs be describing in the New Testament? What activity in the New Testament would 
these seven adverbs describe? Here they are: willfully, wholeheartedly, sacrificially, generously, 
cheerfully, joyously, accordingly. Can you think of an activity in God's word that would be 
described with those kinds of adverbs? Accordingly, joyously, cheerfully, generously, sacrificially, 
wholeheartedly, willfully. You got it. You're way ahead. Giving. 

Those seven adverbs are used in God's word to describe what it was like for followers of God, 
for followers of Jesus, believers, servants of Christ to give. It was surrounded by these kinds of 
words, and just at the very beginning here, think for a moment, does that describe the kind of 
giving that you do in God's kingdom? Willfully, wholeheartedly, sacrificially, generously, 



cheerfully, joyously, accordingly. I would love it, I'd pray, I've dreamed that our church family 
would be described as a body of believers that are going together on this journey and when it 
comes to giving, that this is what our giving looks like. That we would be a body of believers 
that give willfully and wholeheartedly and sacrificially and generously and cheerfully and joyfully 
and accordingly. In Acts chapter four, you get one of these summary passages of the church and 
it begins to show us what it looked like for the church to be givers. Back up just a page, Acts 
chapter two verse 45. It's a summary of the church. It gives a description, but then in verse 45, 
Acts 2:45 it says, "And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all as any had need." Chapter four, more people have been added to the church, 
you get another summary of what it looked like to be a part of the body. Look together here in 
Acts chapter 4 verse 34, 

“There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need" 

And gives us specific example here says, 

“Thus Joseph, who was also called Barnabas, which means son of encouragement, a Levite, a 
native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles feet.” 

The early characteristic in the New Testament church, not only were they devoted to one 
another, not only devoted to prayer, not only devoted to the fellowship, but they were 
devoted to giving to the ministry of God, to the people of the Lord and to meet needs of 
others. And you see this play out as you work through the book of Acts. 

Now when you hear me talk about giving this morning, as some of you may have brought a 
guest and you're thinking, "I worked for months, I worked for months to get them here, and 
you preach on giving." And I don't know, sometimes we just have an odd reaction to that. And 
I'm sure there are a lot of reasons. Sometimes we don't trust those that are giving the message 
about giving. Sometimes we don't trust just the institution of the church. Maybe we've been 
burned before, or we've seen abuse in the church when it comes to finances. Sometimes it can 
be just convicting, we're uncomfortable because we know our giving is really not where God 
would have it to be. I don't know what your reaction might be, but I just want to remind you 
that more than 800 times in scripture, giving and money's talked about. At least 800 times. 
Many believe that could track many more than that. 

It's a part of God's word and it's something that God does in us and through us when we give 
that it really is exciting about being a part of it. This morning, I know some of the guys on staff, 
they know that it's not common for me to preach about giving, and I don't know that that 
necessarily should be celebrated. If it's in the Bible 800 plus times, maybe I should be rebuked 
for not addressing it more. It’s just in there. I really came this morning just with excitement, 
thinking about what God has done in our family, through our giving to the local church, what 
God is doing in our church, in the world through our giving, and how he multiplies it and 
expands it and he's making his name known. You think about Jesus Christ, what he did when he 



came and he gave his life as a ransom for many. When he himself left heaven and he took on 
flesh and he died so that you and I can have eternal life. You talk about a picture of giving. He 
set the standard way, way early. And you and I when we give, we're reflecting him and what 
he's done, but we're also making it possible in greater ways for people to hear more and more 
about Christ. And listen, If you're really bothered by a message on giving here and you're new 
or burned a little bit, here's what I would say to you. If you would just start giving and involve 
God in your finances and involve your life in the mission of God. Here's what I would say to 
you. If it bothers you to hear me talking about it, make your checkout to Prince Avenue Baptist 
Church. All right. Just write it to another church. Send it to Athens Church. Just send it to 
somebody where people are being saved and giving their life to Jesus Christ and it doesn't have 
to have our name on it. I would rather you give and be involved in what God's doing in the 
kingdom, than to be caught up on whether or not somebody here can't be trusted. 

I'm just excited about what it looks like and what it's like to participate in seeing the kingdom of 
God advance with our temporary possessions. And what I'm saying today really boils down to 
this: God's plan is to use our temporary possessions to accomplish his eternal mission. He 
blesses us with temporary possessions, we in turn take those blessings and we put them in his 
hands and he uses them to advance the kingdom and multiply the kingdom and multiply praise 
to him. What a glorious privilege it is for us to be a part of that. 

Well, let me answer some questions. What happens when we give? Let me give you a few 
answers to them. What happens when we give? Number one, the needs of others are met. If 
you give today to what's happening through the life of Watkinsville First Baptist, the needs of 
others are going to be met. It's biblical and it's practical. It's biblical in that you see in Acts 2:45, 
Acts 4:35, examples of needs being met because people gave willfully, sacrificially, and 
generously. Turn over a few pages. Acts chapter 11, in Acts chapter 11 verse 29, there's been 
this prophecy and the prophecy is that there's going to be a famine in Judea, in the city, in the 
place of Antioch. Disciples have come to see how the gospel is spreading. Prophecies we're 
made about a famine coming, and look in Acts chapter 11 verse 29, 

“So the disciples determined, everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers 
live in in Judea. And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.” 

It's a biblical example that the believers would come together and when they knew of needs, 
they would pool their resources together and they would give those resources so that needs 
could be met. Not just in their home town, but in other places where there were needs. It's 
biblical. It's practical for us. Over the last few weeks, it's been a joy to watch our deacon 
ministry team that is overseeing benevolence for our church do their work. They've had 
multiple opportunities to review different applications for benevolent assistance and it's been 
fun to see those applications come through and know that many cases there's a desperate need, 
just somebody to help get them over a hard spot in life. And to see those deacons review that, 
pray over that, make a decision for that, and then see those individuals show back up at the 
church and be able to receive funds that would help them meet those immediate needs that 
they have in their life. 



A few months ago, because of our Acts 1:8 giving, we were able to help people beyond our 
hometown here. Last year through Acts 1:8 we gave to assist with disaster relief. A fourth of it 
was for disaster relief. We did some work in Puerto Rico to help with a hurricane that had 
come through there. When hurricane Michael hit Florida, the panhandle of Florida and South 
Georgia. We looked at that fund that we had and we were able to take $27,000 from that Acts 
1:8 account and send it to Panama City and Albany, Georgia and it be divided up and used in 
areas to meet needs of people in that very traumatic time. When we give, what happens when 
we give is that the needs of others are met. We do that monthly here as a church family. When 
we give, we give to areas in our community that are organized to help meet the needs of 
others. We give monthly as a church to Mercy Clinic and to area churches together serving, 
and to cubit, and to downtown Academy, and sparrows nest, just a few of those that we give 
to. So the needs of others are met. 

Number two, what happens when we give is that the character of God is displayed. The 
character of God is displayed. As you work through Acts chapter four and five, something very 
wild happens when you get to chapter five. In chapter four, Barnabas sells a piece of land and it 
seems to be celebrated. And he gives the money from that piece of land to the elders, to the 
apostles, and they divide it up according to where it's needed. But in Acts chapter five you have 
another couple, Ananias and Sapphira, they sell a piece of land, and something very different 
happens. I won't take the time to read it, but the story in Acts chapter five is Ananias and 
Sapphira agree together to sell a piece of land and then they come and present the money to 
the apostles as if all that they were giving was what they sold the land for. But privately, they 
had held some money back. And that's not the issue, it wasn't that they sold land and kept 
some for themselves, it was that they sold land and they presented it as being this is what we 
got for land. Here's the truth, here's the sacrifice. We sold the land and here it all is. God sees 
their heart and he knows their deception. He knows their greed. And when Ananias stands 
before the disciples and he gives testimony that, here's the money for the land, the spirit of 
God gives them the awareness that he is deceiving them, and they ask him, “Why have you lied 
to the Holy Spirit?” And in that moment Ananias drops dead. And then Sapphira comes and 
when she comes, she's given an opportunity to give testimony of what had happened and she 
also said, “Here's the money. This is what we got for the land here.” And they said, “Why are 
you lying to the Holy Spirit?” She falls dead. 

What's going on? What's the difference between Barnabas, and Ananias and Sapphira? I think 
what happened is that their giving was an affront to the character of God. Their giving was done 
in deception. Their giving was done with a lack of truth and a lack of grace. In the early days of 
the New Testament church, it went against who God is and who they were worshiping. God 
didn't need their money. He wanted their hearts. And that's true for every of us, that he 
doesn't need our money, he doesn't want our money, he wants our hearts more than he wants 
our money. And in this example here, the way we reflect the character of God is to be honest 
with God about our giving, to be graceful with God about our giving. It reflects who he is. I said 
last week that we're never more like Jesus than when we're serving. And it's based on Mark 
10:45, he came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. I would offer you today that 
we are never more like God than when we are giving. God gave us this life. He gave us the 
breath we breathe. James tells us in 1:17 that, every good and perfect gift comes down from the 
father above. It's a verse we memorize early and it has to have some reason, it just captures 



our heart. John 3:16, for God so loved the world that he gave. It's who he is and when he lives 
in us, that's the character of God that's being displayed. What happens when we give the needs 
of others are met? The character of God is displayed.  

And number three, it frees us from besetting sins. Our giving frees us from besetting sins. Now 
listen, I'm not saying, don't misquote me, I'm not saying that giving pays for our sins. Jesus 
Christ, once and for all, as the Supreme sacrifice, paid it all. There's no amount of money we 
can give. There's no amount of service that we can do that would ever earn for us the 
forgiveness of sin. It was paid for by Jesus Christ. Our faith in him gives us the gift of eternal life, 
but there's something that happens with money that works in our life to break the strongholds 
of other sins. There's something that happens in our heart with the way we love money that 
affects how we are confronted in how we deal with other sins. Look with me in First Timothy 
or listen as I read. First Timothy chapter six. Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, First 
and Second Thessalonians, First and Second Timothy, First Timothy chapter six. That's for me, 
not for you, alright. First Timothy chapter six verse six, 
 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. 

What's Paul saying to Timothy? He saying be careful with money. It's not money is the root of 
all evil. He said, the love of money is the root of all evil. The living with a desire and purpose 
and goal to just be rich sets us up on a for a course of great temptation, a snare that will entrap 
us. Our headlines day by day by day are filled with examples of people of enormous wealth and 
we look and we say, man, what happened to them? What's going on with them? Friends, it just, 
it gets a hold of a heart, and greed might be the first sin, but it just breeds a multitude of other 
sins. And how do you break that? You break it by getting control of your money instead of 
your money controlling you. You break it by giving. You break it by being generous. You break 
it by realizing that we're stewards, not owners. And we find ourselves, when we begin to give, 
the chains of other strongholds beginning to break. You may look at your life today and say, I'm 
really wrestling with bitterness. I'm really struggling with lust. I'm really having difficulty with, 
and it's just this long list of sins in your life. You say, man, I've confessed it, I've confessed it, I've 
shared it in my accountability group. You know, it's very possible that if you're ever going to be 
free from those sins in every day life, something's going to have to happen with your heart and 
your treasures. Something's going to have to happen in what your purpose is, what your goal is, 
what you're seeking after. There are many frustrations in our spiritual life that could be healed 
if we began to live generously with our possessions. 

What happens when we give, next, our giving guides our heart. And that's connected to what 
we just talked about, our giving guides our heart. These are not the words of Dave Ramsey, not 
the words of me, they're the words of Jesus Christ. And his powerful words in Matthew 
chapter six. In Matthew chapter six, Jesus is speaking about our treasures, our money, our 



possessions. And he gives us some eternal perspective and we see how our giving guides our 
heart. Matthew chapter six verse 19. 
 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Where's your heart today? The way we know where our heart is, is where our treasures are. 
And in a very practical way, we can just look at our bank accounts, we can look at our 
expenditure list, we can look at our credit card accounts, and we can look to see where the 
money's going and we find out that's what we're passionate about. That's our priority. And it 
may be today that as you look at your life, that your heart is for education, and it shows up in 
where you have your money. It may be that it's for a hobby or for pleasure. It may be your 
home, your cars. And you just look at it and you say, okay, if I look at what I'm doing with the 
resources that I have, when it comes to giving to the Lord's work, where does that fit? How 
does that measure up? What am I doing with the resources? If I'm putting all of my treasure, if 
I'm putting this huge pile of treasure into earthly possessions, here's what's going to happen, 
our heart is going to be for earthly things. But if we are cheerfully and generously, joyfully giving 
to eternal things, we're going to have this longing for heaven. We're going to have a longing to 
worship God. We're going to want to know what's going on in the kingdom and how the good 
news is advancing. Jesus says, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

There's no word that describes our churches pursuit more than the word wholehearted. We 
say it over and over again. We're not sure if the W on our shirt stands for Watkinsville or 
wholehearted. It's just what we talk about. Listen, based on the words of Jesus, I cannot be a 
wholehearted follower of Jesus Christ if I am a half-hearted giver. Just can't be. If I'm half-
hearted in my giving, if what Jesus said is true, and it is, my treasurer is going to follow my 
heart. My heart is going to be where my treasure is. And so for us to be wholehearted 
followers of Christ then it's going to be reflected in our generosity, it's going to be reflected in 
an eternal perspective, and that's the next one. 

What happens when we give, it stores treasures away for eternity, and that adds a whole new 
dimension to our life. So much of our day's just temporary. It's just, what are we going to eat? 
What are we going to wear? Where are we going to sleep? Do we have gas in the car, did it get 
there on time? Well I be home late? I have something tonight. How did we do with the team? 
It's just a lot of things there that are just going on practically. But when we give, we have an 
opportunity, we put those resources in eternal things, we have an opportunity to cross into a 
new dimension of eternity. Jesus said, verse 20, "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal." It's crazy 
to think about what God has given me, and as I steward those things, I have an opportunity not 
just to buy stock in this earth, not just to buy investments, not just to have a 401k, not just to 
have pleasure and possessions here. I have an opportunity to store up treasure for eternity 
beyond this life. 



I wanted so much today to just stand before you, in fact, I have a deal for you, and I just want 
to fit this in. I've got a thousand shares of stock I'd like to sell today. Before you go home, if 
you'll see me after the service. And you're like, dude, this guy's losing it. Hey, I have a thousand 
shares of Sears stock. I'd like to sell you. There's somebody in the room right now saying, it 
ain't that funny. I already got them. Why would we react that way? Because if I'm standing on 
the street corner trying to sell Sears stock, what are you thinking? There's no future. Everything 
I know about Sears is that it's closing, and wasn't there a day when, we're old enough, to grow 
up thinking that Sears will be here when Jesus comes back. I mean as long as Americans exists, 
Sears will exist. They had a long, good run, but it has no indication that it's going to last. 

Well, I stand before you today and I say, here's some things that you can invest in for eternity. 
We're talking about lives being changed, Jesus saving souls. We're talking about people being 
converted to Christ and knowing him and forgiveness of sin and the hope of heaven and 
eternity with Christ. We're talking about fulfilling our purpose for being created. And it's a 
chance, it's right here in the text, it's a chance for us to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven. 
Somehow, what we send on ahead, is going to make a difference somehow in eternity. Funny 
picture I shared with the staff a few weeks ago. It just, I guess quirky sense of humor, but I'm 
driving down Hog Mountain Road and I see a boat that was for sale. That wasn't that funny, but 
what was funny was where it was parked. Do you know where La Parilla is? Dairy Queen? You 
know what's right behind or right beside Dairy Queen? The Oconee Chapel Funeral Home, and 
for about two weeks parked out in the front parking lot of the Oconee Chapel Funeral Home 
was a big boat on a trailer with a giant sign for sale. That's just kind of funny to me. It makes me 
think of first Timothy 6, you can't take it with you. And I just have this image of, I got all the 
way to the funeral home with it, but I just couldn't take it any further. 

There's a lot of things we're going to have to leave in the lot at the funeral home, but there's a 
lot of things that you and I can do to invest our treasures in eternity. How much should you 
give? That's a question we wrestle over and we look in God's word for that answer. In the Old 
Testament, there was a practice, there were commands about giving. It was expected, 
commanded. It was directed. This percentage, you see it before the law, you see it after, just 
the standard, the beginning standard was 10% we call that a tithe. And it gives us some idea, 
when God was establishing his people and he was working in the hearts of people, there was 
something there that just, first 10%, that tithe of your first fruits or your possessions, that's just 
what was offered. You come to the new Testament, Jesus fulfilled the law and they're actually, 
there is no command in the New Testament to believers of a certain percentage that we're 
supposed to give, it's just not there. It may have been understood. It may have been thought 
about. It may have been because of the history of the temple, they had been thinking, but there 
is no command to New Testament believers to give. What you see over and over is that there 
was generous, gracious, cheerful, according to their ability, and even sacrificially giving. 

So what happened to that 10%? For me it communicates the heart of God. For us in our family 
it's been, not the command, but it's been the principle. It's been me saying, God knew 
something. He understood something that goes on in my heart that if I'm willing to use these 
training wheels I've been given to give this percentage of 10%, that's where I can start. That's 
what I can go after. And then from there, just continued to grow and progress. Three words 
that I got from someone else that helps me evaluate my giving over and over again is the word 



priority, the word percentage, and the word progress. I want to make my giving a priority right 
out of the gate. And so the very first thing, two times a month, I get paid two times a month 
and the very beginning, the first thing I do is I go to my bank account. I use bill pay, and put the 
amount and I hit send for it to be mailed to our church twice a month. Just priority. Right out 
of the gate. And then percentage, percentage. It's just the Lord's training wheels. I'm going to 
start with 10% and then how can we grow? How can we, Lord, how can just every week, 
whether I'm up or down, it's going to be a percentage. I want my, this is an original with me, but 
it helps me, I want my standard of giving to establish my standard of living, not vice versa. I 
don't want to decide how I'm going to give based on first how I'm going to live. I wanted to 
decide what's right for me in giving and then let that determine how I'm living. Third word is 
progress. I don't want to get stagnant. I want to grow in my giving. An evidence of spiritual 
growth for us would be that year after year after year, we're investing more in eternal things 
increasingly than we are investing more in temporary things. Am I growing? 

What happens to what we give? If you give to our church, our general ministry budget's divided 
in four areas. Missions, we give 12% of every dollar given to our to our general budget fund to 
missions. It goes beyond our walls, 12%. The next part of our budget, when we give, it goes to 
ministry programming. Things like what we do in children's ministry, youth ministry, college 
ministry, senior adult ministry. The third piece of our budget is facilities. What we meet in, 
what we take care of, what we build. That's part of our budget. Staff is the fourth part. We have 
18 people on our staff that serve as equipping pastors, and directors, and coordinators, and 
support staff and so it's a piece of four things that are part of our budget and that's where our 
giving goes. There are other funds that you can give to, you can give just generally to our 
budget, you can give to benevolence fund directly, you can give to our going challenge directly, 
or you can give to Acts 1:8 directly. 

One last verse I want to share with you is Second Chronicles, chapter 28, let me just read it to 
you. First Chronicles 29, verse nine, 

then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly for with a whole heart. They had 
offered freely to the Lord. 

Those words, I pray that they would be true for us. And the people gave, they gave willingly, 
wholeheartedly, freely. It says David the King also rejoiced greatly. Let's be that kind of giver. 
Let's pray together. Lord Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. I pray, Lord, that we would 
be faithful, joyful, cheerful, willing givers. A reflection of who you are and what you've done, and 
would you use our gifts for more and more people to know you and walk with you and to 
grow in you and Jesus, we pray today in your name. Amen. 

 


