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Let's open our Bibles to Acts chapter three, the New Testament book of Acts, Acts chapter 
three. As you found your place there, watching from the chapel and then here in the Life 
Building. I want to mention to you something that's really important, happens four times a year 
for us, and tonight's the third time. We refer to it as Round Three. It's a corporate prayer 
gathering for all of us to come together, all ages. We'll meet tonight at 5:30, we plan for 5:30 to 
6:30 and we will be praying together. It is a prayer time and we are going to pray specifically, on 
purpose, for a group of people that have a major position of influence on the next generation. 
And I want to invite you to be here for that, I want to invite those of you who fall into this 
category to be there for that. We're talking about if you're a teacher or an administrator or 
professor or staff support, if you're connected in any way to our schools, to our colleges or to 
our universities, we want to pray with you and over you as you began your new year of service. 

And I think about the opportunity that I have to teach God's word and be together with 
multiple generations. You get about 35 minutes a Sunday once a week here. As teachers, 
administrators, those connected to schools and colleges and universities, they stay all week 
long, many, many weeks of the year, multiple people from all over the counties all over the 
world come in right here and we want to pray with you, pray the Lord will give you wisdom 
and insight and give you opportunities, moments when you have those to lift up the name of 
Jesus. And have courage and have the stamina to meet the demands of your work, knowing that 
you're influencing a future generation of people. And so we'll do that tonight at 5:30 here on 
the property. I look forward to you being here and I hope you'll make that a part of your 
evening. 

I am excited as Sean mentioned, to stand before you with this third piece of our Boarding Now 
series. Boarding Now, what is that? If you're here for the first time or you haven't got the first 
two pieces or you've been here a couple of weeks, still trying to make a connection on what it 
is. Let me try to help illustrate it with a picture. If you could look at the screen for just a 
moment, once you to see something there, I think you'll pick up on that those are airlines seats. 
You see those very recognizable seatbelts and those seats, and in those seats there's a goody 
bag. And I see in that goodie bag some Hershey's kisses, maybe some gummies. I don't know 
what that is, but it's called a Happy Hippo Biscuit, and that's a pretty impressive goody bag, isn't 
it? And here's the deal. Look this way. Here's what happened, Kevin Ezell is the president of the 
North American Mission Board and he was flying this weekend, he got to a seat on the plane 
and in the seats around him were these goodie bags that had been spread out. And he learned 
that what it was, is that a mom flying with a two year old had put a goodie bag and all the seats 
of the other passengers around her. And so you had your Happy Hippo biscuit, your kisses, just 
to let you know how much you're loved, a few gummies to chew on, and of course, earplugs in 
every Zippy bag there. I think that's a pretty good indicator of what they could expect for the 
next few hours on that trip. 



Today when we're talking about Boarding Now, I'm saying to you, don't just go to our church. 
Go with our church, go with our church. Go with us on this mission of making wholehearted 
followers of Jesus Christ. And just like that goody bag in those seats communicated 
expectations, I'm saying to you, these are the expectations to go on this trip. As you come to 
be a part of going with us as a church, this is what it looks like to be connected, to be a part of 
the mission of Watkinsville First Baptist. A couple of weeks ago, very simple terms, we said first 
expectation was big group. Just boil it all down, it’s that we make a commitment to the big 
group, the family of God, the body of Christ, and we're saying this is what it means to commit 
to the big group. It means that we gather together faithfully to worship weekly. And it means 
that we live wholeheartedly for Christ daily. As we identify with Jesus Christ and identify with 
the local church, it's what we do when we gather and it's what we do when we go. It's what we 
do when we come together in a room like this and then when we're dispersed. It's our Sunday 
life, but it's also our Monday life. We're representing Jesus Christ, and we carry the name of 
Watkinsville First Baptist. I'm asking you to go with us. The next step to that is to join up here 
and officially become a member of Watkinsville. It says something to others when you do that. 
It says something to me when you do that. It says something to yourself when you commit as a 
member. Membership in a local church is a new level of commitment, not a new level of 
privilege. It's a new level of us saying, Hey, I'm in. I'm going. I'm committed to gather weekly and 
I'm committed to live wholeheartedly daily. 

The second piece is to connect in a small group. We gather in this room, we gather in the 
chapel, maybe a hundred or so in the chapel, few hundred here in this room. You say, "Well, 
what's a small group?" A small group is a group of people smaller than this. And we don't put a 
number on it. In some cases it's one on one, some cases it's six people, sometimes it's six 
couples, sometimes it's a class of 80, but what we're saying is that somewhere in our life, 
there's an expectation as a part of this church that you're going to connect in a small group that 
small enough to know one another's name. You'll be able to know who you are, where you are 
and how you are. You'll be able to live out the "one another" statements of scripture. It puts 
you in a context to grow in your relationship with others and grow in your relationship with 
Christ. Are you connected in a group where you can know who you are and where you are 
and how you are? 

And here's the third piece, and this is today. The third expectation of going with us as a church 
is this, and that is that we serve. That you serve. Now I'm just putting it right out there, I'm 
saying that an expectation of being a part of Watkinsville, of being a part of a local church, is 
that you would be committed to serve in the church. Not trying to sneak up on you, not trying 
to put it in fine print, not trying to get you to sign something that you find out. I'm saying right 
up front that the expectation is that you're going to serve, we're going to serve together. And 
let me make sure we define what I'm thinking when we're talking about serving. Simple three 
word definition, "do for others." What does it mean to serve? It means that somewhere in the 
life of our church that you do for others. You come into this environment, you connect to this 
environment where you can say, as a part of this church, I'm doing this for others. It may be 
parking a car, it may be greeting at the door, it may be rocking babies, it may be blowing off the 
drive. It may be feeding college students, teaching a class, playing an instrument, singing a song. 
Any way that you're doing that for others, we're serving others. I'd love to be able to come to 
you and asked you this question and hear your answer. How are you doing for others in our 



church? How are you serving? Coming to big group, connected to big group, in a small group. 
Are you serving? 

What happens when you serve? What happens when you serve? I want to answer that. Acts 
chapter three. Let's look at God's word and in Acts chapter three, we're here talking about the 
church and the church is moving. They're going. It's new and I think the book of Acts gives us 
the purest, most untouched, raw example of what church life is because nobody's gotten to 
them yet. Just the Holy Spirit in them. Jesus resurrected and ascended to heaven. They're living 
what they heard him teach. They're obeying the spirit that lives within them, and what are they 
doing? Are they going to fulfill the Great Commission? Are they going to go in his name? Are 
they going be his witnesses? And you see the church advancing in Acts chapter three. Peter and 
John are going up to the temple, they're going for a time of prayer. On their way into the 
temple, they see a guy that's laid there every day. He can't walk. He's asking for money 
everyday, just begging for money. And so he's placed out there. They walk by him, he sees 
them, he asked them for money and they respond with what they have. Look at it. Acts chapter 
three, verse one. 

"Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.[a] 2 
And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 
that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and 
John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at 
him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to 
receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I 
give to you." 

I wonder what went through that guy's mind right at that moment? "Next person. Keep 
moving." 

"In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right 
hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping 
up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 
praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as 
the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with 
wonder and amazement at what had happened to him." 

This miracle that took place in the power of Jesus through the life of Peter and John dominates 
now the rest of chapter three and the rest of chapter four. And Peter and John in this situation, 
they don't have any money, but they have the power of God. And they speak to this guy and he 
rises and walks, and guess what happens? His running, his leaping, his praising God, it drew a 
crowd. This was a crowd gathering moment and Peter, never wanting to waste a moment to 
speak, here he starts preaching. And he preaches a sermon. He preaches about where Israel fit 
in plan of God. And he preached about who Jesus was and how he died and how he was buried 
and how he rose again. 

And then chapter four, the leaders, the religious leaders of the day, see what they're doing and 
they get annoyed. They get frustrated because they're preaching resurrection from the dead. 



And they haul them in and they put them in jail. They'd given the ability to this guy to walk. His 
life was changed. They were excited, preaching Jesus, but they get thrown in jail. They spend 
the night in the jail, then they bring them back out in front of them and they talk to them about 
their message and what they're preaching and they try to figure out what to do with them. 
Peter speaks to them. Verse eight of chapter four, 

"Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we 
are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this 
man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders, which has become the cornerstone.12 And there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Now the people didn't just clap and cheer and say, "Well, that's great. Y'all just keep going." 
They try to figure out how to silence them. And so they told them, don't say anything about it, 
we're going to let you go, and they had to let them go because the people are following them 
and believing them and they didn't want to cause a riot and so they send them off and just said, 
don't talk about Him anymore. When they let them go, the disciples were so excited about 
who Jesus was, he says, verse 18 it says, chapter 4 verse 18, "They called them and charged 
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus, but Peter and John answered them, 
"Whether it's right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than you must judge for we 
cannot but speak of what we've seen and heard. And when they had further threatened them, 
they let them go. Finding no way to punish them because of the people, for all were praising 
God for what had happened." 

You know what they did? They went back to the group of believers, got together, and 
celebrated. And they celebrated by praying together. And in verse 23 and following, you have 
the words of the prayer. And in this picture you have this story of what happens when Peter 
and John took what they had and laid it out there for God to use and lives were changed. And 
from this scene, let me tell you three things that happen when you in us serve. They happen 
right here. First of all, when we serve, we live out our Christian identity. If you're not serving as 
a Christian, you're not living Christianly. The identity of a Christian is wrapped up in being a 
servant. And let me show you this from God's word. In these chapters, chapters three and 
four, when Peter is preaching, four times he refers to Jesus, and these four times he gives him a 
descriptor or a title. Follow along with me. Chapter 4 verse 13, 

"The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his 
servant, Jesus." 

Look in verse 26, same chapter, "God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first to 
bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness." Chapter 4, verse 27, "In their 
prayer for truly in this city, there were gathered together against your Holy servant, Jesus, 
whom you anointed." 



And then one last time, verse 30, "While you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your Holy servant Jesus." 

Here's one of the earliest sermons after the birth of the new Testament church, and how were 
they referring to Jesus? The Holy servant of God. The Holy servant, Jesus. The Holy servant of 
God. The Holy servant. What could they be thinking? Why were they calling him that? They 
had to have in their mind what Caleb referred to earlier when he was leading here on this 
stage, he quoted Mark 10:45, where Jesus himself said, "I did not come to be served, but to 
serve and to give my life as a ransom for many." 

It had to be thinking about that day when they saw him with a basin of water and the towel 
wrapped around him and kneeling at their feet and washing their dirty feet and he said, "No 
one's greater than their master," and he gave them this command to serve, this picture of 
service. Maybe they're thinking of that concept that Paul would write about in Philippians 2 
where it says of Jesus Christ that he left heaven and his glory was not something to be grasped, 
but he came and he humbled himself as a servant. Who is Jesus? Servant. Servant. And you 
know what the disciples did? Recognizing who Jesus was, guess how they referred to 
themselves? It's right here, chapter 4, in the prayer, four times they refer to Jesus as the Holy 
servant of God. Look at verse 23, "When they were released to their friends and reported 
what the chief priest and the elders had said to them, they lifted up their voices together to 
God." 

Look in verse 27, "for truly in this city there were gathered together against your Holy servant, 
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place." In 
verse 29, "And now Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants." Grant to your 
servants. What had they done? 

They had taken the identity of who Jesus Christ was and it had become their identity. They saw 
Jesus as the servant, and because of Jesus living in them through the person of the Holy spirit, 
they took on the identity of Jesus. Who he was and what he had done. Jesus is the ultimate 
servant. Listen, we are never more like Jesus than we are serving. The most dominant 
metaphor in the New Testament for Christians was servant or slave. The outside world called 
believers "Christian" first in Acts chapter 11, but dozens of times in the New Testament, inside 
the church they refer to themselves as servants or slaves. Their identity was to live as a servant, 
to be a servant. Think about Jesus, the ultimate servant. I started thinking this week about the 
ways that Jesus Christ has served us. And just personally I was thinking, Jesus, you've been a 
servant. How has he served us, how did he serve me? Just from a to Z, this is what I lift up. 
Jesus, and now he's been the Great Servant. 

He atoned for my sin. 

He bought me with a price. 

He crushed the head of the enemy. 



He defeated the grave. 

He emptied himself and became a servant. 

He forgave me. 

He gave his life as a ransom. 

He humbled himself in obedience. 

He intercedes at the right hand of the Father. 

He justified me. 

He keeps me in the palm of his hand. 

He loved me with sacrificial love. 

He made a way for me to be reconciled to the Father. 

He named me in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

He overcame sin and the grave. 

Paid a debt he didn't owe that I could not pay. 

He quickened at my dead spirit to life. 

He rose from the dead and redeemed my soul. 

He satisfied the wrath of God, saved me, sanctified me, and spirit baptized me. 

He tore the veil and tells the truth. 

He upholds all his promises. 

He victimized the devil by making a public spectacle of him on the cross. 

He won the war over sin and death. 

And exed out all my transgressions. 

He yielded his will to the Father, 

And he's zeroed out my account and gave me an inheritance that will last forever in heaven. 



That's what Jesus Christ has done for us, and listen, he will do it for you. He is the Holy servant 
of God and why not today turn your life over to him and live for him. We live out our 
Christian identity by serving, number two, we magnify the glory of God by serving. We magnify 
the glory of God by serving. That means that we make God big by serving. We show the world 
who he is. We give him praise. We give him glory, we give him honor, and you can't hide it in 
these verses. Chapter three, the man rises and walks and he runs and he leaps. He rises and 
walks and runs and leaps and praises God. And all the people see it and they stand in wonder 
and amazement. And then later it says they couldn't do anything to the disciples because of all 
the people, for they were praising God for what had happened. 

You see, when you serve, over time, what happens when you're serving in the name of the 
Lord for his glory, He gets the glory. When you do for others, He gets the glory. These guys 
didn't have silver or gold, but they had something and they laid it out there to be used for 
God's glory and it resulted in somebody's life being changed. Somebody giving praise to the 
Lord. Your serving leads to life change. That's why it's so critical for you to serve. I think I read 
stories like this in the New Testament and I always think about a personal encounter that I had 
with God's power through serving. Several years ago, before we ever came to Watkinsville, 
living in Cleveland. We were new to the church there in Cleveland and we had had our first 
child and he hadn't started walking yet. And the church is about 125 people and you have to do 
a whole lot of serving in a church like that if you're going to be a church. And remember I'd 
preach in the morning and then Carla and I would teach a newlywed Sunday school class after 
that service. And I'd preach again a second service and we'd come back in the afternoon some 
weeks for deacons meeting at four, and new member discipleship training at five, and lead that 
class. And then I'd preach again a different sermon that evening at 6:30, and you're just in there. 

And I remember one summer going on that schedule and then there was Bible school and we 
would work in the mornings for kids Bible school and then Carla and I would come back at 
night and lead youth Bible school. We just had Graham and Graham was a little baby and there 
was a lady in the church named Nancy. Nancy had taught Sunday school for decades. She came 
to church faithfully, but her husband didn't come and her daughter came with her. And Nancy 
was just always there, always teaching, always serving. And she said to us, she said, "Hey, with 
Bible school at night with the teenagers, why don't I come up to the church and I'll hold 
Graham and take care of Graham and y'all can be free from him while you do Bible school." We 
said, "That'd be awesome." And so she came and first night she was there with Graham and, the 
second night she had somebody with her. It was her husband. People knew in the community 
that her husband wasn't in church, that he didn't know the Lord. But he was there on that 
second night. And what had happened was, is that she had told Arnold that, "Hey, they've got a 
baby and why don't we go up there and you could help me with the baby. While they do their 
Bible school." And he's like, "All right, I'll go." And so he was up there the second night, and 
then he was up there the third night. He was up there the fourth night, and he was up there the 
fifth night helping Graham. And soon they would ask us to bring him over and let them keep 
him while we'd go out and have a date night, and we remember coming back one night and 
them saying to us, "How long has Graham been walking?" And we'd just froze like, "Walking? 
What are you talking about?" "Yeah, he's walking." "No way are you serious?" Sure enough 
they'd just been leading him by stick all over the yard. They just, they let go of the stick, and he 
just kept walking, holding the stick. We missed the moment. 



But there was another moment, cause a few weeks after that I had preached and given the 
invitation and Ginger had walked forward. Ginger was her daughter, his daughter, and I was 
bowed there with her praying when all of a sudden in the back of the room I heard somebody 
scream out loud and start moving. And in a Baptist church, I'm telling you, it scared me to 
death. And I looked up immediately and there came Ginger's mom, but in front of her was 
Arnold. Walking down the aisle and behind him was Nancy with her hands in the air saying, 
"Thank you Jesus. Thank you Jesus. Thank you Jesus. Thank you Jesus. Thank you Jesus." Arnold 
walked up to me and I already had tears in my eyes and Arnold said, "I need to be saved. I need 
to be saved." 

And I think about that today and I just think, it all goes back to just a person who said, Hey, can 
we help you? Can we serve? And it led to somebody's life being changed. And 20 plus years 
later, we're standing here still just saying, thank you Jesus. When you serve, it magnifies the 
glory of God. 

Third and last thing, when you serve, we experience lasting joy. We experience lasting joy by 
serving. When you read through the New Testament, it's in Acts. It's in the letters that Paul 
writes. It's all over. The number one dominant emotion. The number one dominant thought of 
believers is joy. Joy. Circumstances: hard. This very scene, the disciples are thrown into jail. You 
talk about injustice, and unfairness, they had just preached a message and a lame man got up 
and started walking and they put him in jail. And they come out praising the Lord. Later you see 
that in scripture, they're in prison at night singing a hymn in the middle of the night. And you 
see it in Paul's life, Philippians chapter one where he says, "For me to live as Christ and to die is 
gain" And he says, I just rejoice, rejoice, rejoice. And here's the thing you learn about the New 
Testament believers. Circumstances revealed their joy, not robbed there joy. And in our life 
when we serve and we're doing for others for the glory of God, it creates a joy for us where 
we recognize, this is kind of what I was made for. This is what it looks like, and it's a lasting joy. 
Doesn't change with circumstances. You ever have those moments where you're just so full of 
joy. I mean, you got a little skip in your step and it's just a good day and you're excited about it. 
Then something happens and it kind of robs you, and your back, and you need something else. 
It's not that kind of joy, we're talking about lasting joy.  

I moved our daughter yesterday, Friday, to college, had to set up her dorm room. And you'll 
have people say there are a lot of things I'll do in cleaning a house, but I don't do windows. 
There's some things that I don't mind doing moving, but there's one thing that I don't do. I don't 
do curtain rods. Okay. I just, it makes the day bad when I wake up and I just don't want do 
curtain rods. And I told Carla ahead of time, I said, "I saw two curtain rods, and, and I'm taking 
the tools, but I don't do curtain rods. And maybe there's a dad or maybe there's somebody, a 
brother or somebody." I don't do curtain rods. And so we Saturday, Friday we're there. And at 
six o'clock Friday night I got down off of a tall stool with some makeshift tools and hit the floor. 
And I said, "Y'all look." And I had just hung my second curtain rod. And listen, it was level, all 
right. And the curtains were just barely scratching the carpet. I'm telling you, it was beautiful 
and I was joyful. I'm thinking, if my day job doesn't work out, budget blinds, I'm here for you. I 
can do it. Listen here's the deal. I drove all the way back from Kennesaw, just really kind of 
excited about it, and I felt so manly. It was just awesome. But then I thought, she's gonna move 
and my curtain rods are going to be in that apartment. And I was kind of bummed about that. It 



just didn't last long. When I talked to you about serving for the glory of God, we're talking 
about a joy that circumstances does not ruin. 

I want to ask you to serve. Here's the application. For the church to develop into what God has 
designed, all believers must serve. God has brought you here on purpose. It's not by 
coincidence. And if this church is going to be all that God designed, all of us have got to serve. I 
asked the staff this week, I said, submit to me by Wednesday a list of areas that you need 
people to serve and to help do ministry. And they started coming in, and I realized what I was 
seeing here was a team that are dreaming big of just seeing the kingdom advance and people's 
needs being met. And I'm looking at things like expanding children's classes when the new 
building comes online in January, I'm looking at more doors for greeters and more cars for 
parking. And I'm seeing opportunities to feed college students and lead small groups and teach 
classes and make coffee. The list just went on and on and on. It's groups to go on mission trips. 
It's just abundant. And the only way that we can be the church that God designed is for the 
people that God draws here to do their part of serving. So I'm asking you today to take the 
next step. 

 


