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I'm so grateful for this team that leads us week after week. What we get to do here in music 
from Sunday to Sunday just amazes me over and over again. I'm just so thankful for this team 
and helping us start every time we gather, focusing our attention on the word of God and on 
who God is and who Jesus is and what he's done, and what they've just done in the last five 
minutes here is sang for us the text that we're in today. And so I invite you to open your bibles 
to psalm 63. I just love that phrase that, "Your love is better than life is." And that's one of 
those phrases that will just stick with you day after day after day. As you're finding your place 
there, I'm just excited to be back. Thankful for Joel last week, opening God's word, and I had a 
chance to listen to the message last Tuesday afternoon. Just a powerful work of God in his life 
and through his life and delivering to us psalm 62 and seeing that God is willing and able to 
work in our lives. 

And it's a great lesson for us. I know last Sunday Jason was in the booth in the back. I was away 
helping with a wedding and Joel preaching here so we had different music people, different 
speakers and the testimony of the day was that God moved mightily. It’s just a reminder to us 
that what's happening here in our family is not a one person show, two person show, it's God 
at work and he's good to us and we gather here in the name of Jesus. He's the head of the 
church and lets celebrate what God did last week. It's been kind of a busy stretch for us. Rich, 
full-time, Carla and I have been a part of five weddings over the last few weeks. Graduated a 
daughter and vacation Bible school and Southern Baptist Convention and then youth camp. It's 
been a full stretch and yesterday was special. We were in Cleveland, Tennessee and I share this 
just kind of personal story. Some of you are guests here and you won't know a lot of this story, 
but many of you've heard me speak of my best friend in ministry, our best friends in ministry, 
David and Jennifer Landreth. David died a few years back with cancer and his oldest son was 
married yesterday, Sam Landreth. Sam preached for us a few months back and he's married 
now to Katie and it was just a beautiful wedding there in Cleveland. Carla was asked to direct 
and it was just a really special day for us to get to be a part of that. We wanted to be back here 
with you today and we’re excited about psalm 63. What we're looking at in psalm 63 is this. I 
think it's the second most important question answered, in psalm 63, that we have in life. First 
important, most important question for any of us is some kind of question that goes along the 
lines of, "Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?" It's just the most important 
question. We've got to get that right. We got to get that settled. 

Now. 

Because it matters beyond this life and that's the most important question you can answer 
today. Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. I believe the second most 
important question that we can answer, that we need to answer right, is a question that goes 
along the lines of this, "How's your devotional life?" Almost 30 years ago I heard another pastor 
say that the most important question you can ask another person is some question related to, 



"What's your devotional life like?" And I remember hearing that and I thought, well, there's a lot 
of other questions in this world we can answer, but over time I began to realize that every 
other question weaves right back in to the answer of that question. What's your devotional life 
like with this Jesus that you now know as Lord and Savior? In Psalm 63 I believe we have a 
description of David's devotional life with his God. And I want to show you this description of 
David's devotional life, of King David's devotional life, and invite you to hold your devotional life 
up next to that and see what God needs to do. See where God needs to bring confession and 
repentance and change and even encouragement. Where would God say, "Good job." Where 
would God say, "You're a man, you're a woman after God's own heart." Maybe today would be 
a day where God would do something in your life that would change your devotional life 
forever. This is really like halftime. This is mid point of June. This is mid point of 2019. Are we 
all kind of stunned by that? I mean, we're halfway through 2019 and everything that we 
predicted and thought was going to happen way out there, 2020 is only six months away now. 
But this is like half time. And we know that successful coaches certainly planned before the 
game, but the most successful coaches are those that, up against good competition, goes in at 
halftime and make adjustments that lead to victory. On a kind of a casual Sunday before 4th of 
July, hot summer's day, we check in the box on church and we come in here, we're going to get 
this in before we head out of town or whatever the story is. What if this was the halftime that 
God made the adjustments in your life, where you are never the same again? What if you look 
back at the end of the year and said, "I was coasting along and mid part of the year, halfway 
through, God broke through and did something in my life. I don't think I'll ever be the same 
again." I'm convinced it's that kind of day. It's that important for us to hear what's going on in 
Psalm 63. So together we look at it. 

Let me read these verses for us. We sang it, you'll hear the song in the Psalm here, 

 

You, God, are my God, 

    earnestly I seek you; 

I thirst for you, 

    my whole being longs for you, 

in a dry and parched land 

    where there is no water. 
2 I have seen you in the sanctuary 

    and beheld your power and your glory. 
3 Because your love is better than life, 

    my lips will glorify you. 
4 I will praise you as long as I live, 

    and in your name I will lift up my hands. 
5 I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; 

    with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 



6 On my bed I remember you; 

    I think of you through the watches of the night. 
7 Because you are my help, 

    I sing in the shadow of your wings. 
8 I cling to you; 

    your right hand upholds me. 
9 Those who want to kill me will be destroyed; 

    they will go down to the depths of the earth. 
10 They will be given over to the sword 

    and become food for jackals. 
11 But the king will rejoice in God; 

    all who swear by God will glory in him, 

    while the mouths of liars will be silenced. 

King David's devotional life, a description. David is in the wilderness. We know that from the 
title of this Psalm. The words that are just above verse one in your Bible, “A psalm of David, 
when he was in the wilderness of Judah.” A lot of meaning there for the word wilderness. 
There were two times in David's life that we would look at and say it could possibly be 
described as being in the wilderness. One of those would have been when King Saul was 
pursuing him to end his life. The other time would have been when David was king and he was 
in the wilderness because his own son, Absalom, was pursuing him and seeking to overthrow 
the throne. And it has to be that this Psalm 63 was written when he was in the wilderness the 
second time. When his own son was trying to overthrow the throne and end his life. We 
would say that because in this Psalm, David refers to himself as king. And so by this time he is 
king, but he's in the wilderness because of the pursuit of Absalom. In this lonely place, this 
deserted place, a place far from home, far from the palace, far from his place of worship. He 
calls out to God and it's almost like King David is saying, "I've got nobody else. I have no palace. 
I have no home. My own children have turned against me. But God, I'm devoted to you and I 
love you and I have you. I'm thirsty for you. I'm satisfied in you. I cling to you." Maybe this 
morning, the best word for your life would be wilderness, for a lot of different reasons. And 
God would use this chapter to say, like David, you know what? If you're going to find 
satisfaction in the wilderness, it's going to be in your devotional life with God. It's going to be 
how you're devoted to him. 

Now, if you're willing to write in your Bible, I would ask you to do something like this. Would 
you bracket verse one, what I've done here in the left column of my Bible, just verse one. 
Bracketed that and write out beside that bracket the word desire, D. E. S. I. R. E. Desire. And 
then bracket verses two through eight. Just a big bracket down through there and then put the 
word delight. D. E. L. I. G. H. T. Delight. And then bracket verses nine through 11, those last 
three verses, and beside that bracket, put the word defense. D. E. F. E. N. S. E. Those three 
words give a simple description of the devotional life of King David. Desire, delight and defense. 
And those three words could serve as the outline for multiple sermons as you work through 
the psalms that we have in our bibles. Just again and again and again. David expresses his desire. 



He expresses his delight. He expresses where his defense is found. It's amazing how many times 
in psalms where words of praise come up and words of desire come up, that there's also the 
presence of enemies in David's life. In the midst of all of that desire and delight, enemies are 
there, but he knows what to do with those enemies. Let's look at his devotional life. First of all, 
his desire. And his desire was for God. That's what a devotional life is. It's what we love, it's 
who we love, it's what we give our time and energy and passion to. It's the priority of our life. 
And there are four words here that describe his desire. Call your attention to these. The first 
word is a two letter word, "My." He says, "Oh God, you are my God." There are a lot of ways 
he could have started this psalm. 

It could have been, "Oh God, earnestly I seek you." It could have been, "Oh God of Jacob. 
Earnestly I seek you." "Oh God, of Abraham earnestly I seek you." "Oh God of Israel, earnestly 
I seek you." But in a very intentional way the cry of his heart in the wilderness was something a 
little extra, something more personal, something more intimate where he says, "Oh God, you 
are my God." You are mine! And I think of our relationship with God today. This word "desire" 
for God is tied to our relationship with God. Do you have a personal relationship with God? Is 
He yours and are you his? It's easy for us to go through life doing church and religion and Bible, 
and talk about our parents faith, or our brothers faith. We say things like, "My great granddaddy 
was a Baptist preacher." "My Sunday school leader is a great teacher." "My small group leader 
really has a strong faith." We say, "I know a lot about God." We pause long enough just for a 
moment here to just think about, is he your God? Can you say with King David today in your 
devotional life, "Oh God, you are my God." 

The second word here is earnestly. He says, "Oh God, you are my God. Earnestly I seek you." 
You see the words, "Earnestly, I seek you." We think of passion. We think of energy. We think 
of being all in. We think of whole hearted. If you're holding a copy of the King James version or 
you've memorized this verse from the King James Version, you may have it memorized. "Oh 
God, you are my God, early I seek you." A lot of actual liturgical worship is written off of this 
psalm with that interpretation from the King James version and it is used as a psalm in morning 
worship. We have memorized and sung through the ages, the song, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
God Almighty. Early in the morning, my song will rise to thee." What happened? Well, the 
Hebrew word here can be translated "early", it can be translated "earnestly." It's a Hebrew 
word here that has the picture of seeking something, and it has, not the complete word for 
early, but it has the root letters in it that is the Hebrew word for early. And so it's been a hard 
word to interpret, but as time has gone on, trying to understand this word, what's come to be 
understood is that "early" is in there, but "passion" is in there, and "energy" is in there and 
"hunger" is in there, and it's the picture that time of day when we seek God is not the 
important thing. Priority of when we seek God is the important thing. And there's this blending 
of early and blending of earnestness that gives the picture of seeking to where when we go 
after God, it's before anything else. 

When our eyes open, what's on our mind? Is it, "I need God. I want some time with God. I 
need to hear from him." We were in late last night and as I turned to the edge of the bed this 
morning and I'm just like, "You can go, come on, you can go." And I sat there on the edge of my 
bed praying, "Lord, I know you've done it before. We need a resurrection one more time right 
here on this bed." This picture of early and earnestly is King David saying, "When my day starts, 



the first time I'm consciously awake, I'm seeking him." And I want you to see the picture of that 
desire. My God, earnestly, early, priority. First thing in the day, I'm seeking you. And then 
there's this word, "thirst." He says, "My soul thirsts for you." It's such a vivid picture of his 
soul's devotion to God. It takes little defining the word "thirst". Every person in this room, 
saved or lost, young or old, knows what it means to be thirsty. We know what it means to 
want a juice cup. We know what it means to want some water. David describes his soul like 
that. His soul being thirsty. 

Let me ask you to think with me for just a moment. Take 10 seconds. When did you have the 
best water you've ever tasted? We've all got a story. Chris, it might be after one of your 
marathons. It might be after hike. It might be after a day's work. It might be after a whole pizza. 
I don't know what it might be. For me, it's easy. Farm work, loading a tractor trailer of sod, a 
thousand rolls of grass. A dozen guys. 98 degrees in the middle of the summer. The last roll 
goes on. Even though I'm the owner's son with the key to the drink box, we go straight to the 
metal pipe that sticking up behind the shed in a little thicket of bamboo grass and basically bathe 
and drink all at the same time in that water. It was the best water I've ever tasted. King David is 
saying here, my soul thirsts. And he goes on to show that this desire will be met in God. It's 
that hunger, that thirst for something to refresh, to satisfy. 

Here's the fourth word that describes his desire, it's the word "faint." He says, "My flesh faints 
for you as in a dry and weary land where there is no water." What he's saying is that picture of 
dry and weary land. No water, no oasis, no spring, no bubbling brook, no lake, no water. It's 
dry. It's tired. The trees look tired. The weeds look tired. The air looks tired. He said in that 
kind of parched atmosphere, that's how I feel right now. He's said, I'm weak in the knees, like a 
person would be in a dry, hot wilderness. And if you're tracking with me, listen to what he's 
saying. He's saying, I thirst for you. I'm weak in the knees for you. And you might even say, 
wow, this is kind of intimate. And I would not be exaggerating because it is a picture of an 
intimate relationship with King David and his God, where he's describing in the most precious, 
intimate pictures, he's describing, "God, I want you." It's his desire. 

Second word that describes his devotional life is delight. Desire is tied to relationship. It begins 
with a relationship with God through Jesus. Delight is tied to remembering. Look at it in verse 
two, "So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary." He goes, this is what I've seen. I'm out here 
in the wilderness. I wonder if he looks at the sky. I wonder if he closes his eyes. "I have looked 
upon you in the sanctuary. Beholding your power and glory because your steadfast love is 
better than life. My lips will praise you. My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food. My 
mouth will praise you with joyful lips. When I remember you upon my bed, meditate on you in 
the watches of the night for you have been my help." And then he says, verse eight, "My soul 
clings to you." The satisfaction in his soul, this clinging of his soul is tied to King David taking 
some time to remember who God is and what God's done in his life. It's his delight. His thirst is 
satisfied by remembering who God is. His weak knees are strengthened by remembering what 
God has done. He said, I've seen the Lord. That picture of, "I have beheld you." I've beheld your 
glory. I've seen you work. 

Someone who prays for me weekly came to me this morning and said, "How's it going?" I've 
given him some specific prayer requests and I was able to share with him this morning, in the 



most personal way, the most specific answer to prayer. I said, "I'm looking at you right now, 
and some people might think that this just happens all the time, but you and I know that what 
happened in answer to this prayer is God working." And friends, those times of seeing and 
beholding the power of God, of God working. King David said, "I've seen the Lord, I've tasted 
of the Lord." It's like Psalm 34:8 where he says, "Taste and see that the Lord is good. He 
blesses those whose refuge is in him." King David is saying, "I've seen the Lord and I've tasted. 
My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food." He said, "Your love, I've seen it, I've tasted it. 
Your love is better than life is." Kidner writes about this psalm, he says, "When you read that 
verse that his love is better than life is, an army of martyrs bear witness to this truth. You see 
over the ages, men and women and boys and girls, one after another into the millions, that 
great cloud of witnesses Hebrews talks about, has found it to be true that his love is better 
than life is. And it's a picture of a devotional life that comes to the point that says, if I die, like 
Job, if you slay me, I still praise you because your love is that good. I remember. I cling. This 
word "cling" it's a picture of just following after. Staying there, being there. We've been 
satisfied, you've found what you're looking for and you're there and you stay there. 

I'm looking for a chance to talk about this, today, Carla and I celebrate 29 years of marriage. It's 
our anniversary and we're excited about it. It may not last another year after this. This is the 
real MVP right here. 29 years. Nobody speaks wiser, encourages more, dances longer, cooks 
better, smiles bigger, sings prettier than this girl. This church family is blessed that she's where 
she is in the life of our church. Now, 29 years ago when we were married, I had been single all 
my life. But I've been really single for a couple of years. Living on my own and then we married, 
moved to Memphis, and we were living in 640 square foot apartment. I'd go to class in those 
first few weeks, July and August, and I'd leave for class and she was there at the door and she'd 
tell me, bye. And I'd come in from class and she's standing at the door and I'd go to the couch 
and she was beside me on the couch. I'd go the kitchen, she's like right behind me walking in 
the kitchen. I'd go in the bedroom, 640 square feet, I'm like over in the corner there and she's 
like right there. And I'd go to the gym to play basketball like I always did and she said, "I want to 
go." And I was just like, you're so clingy. She's just there. Here's the deal, I was stupid. That was 
a good thing, that picture of, "I'm in". I'm married. I'm for you, I'm with you. I wised up and 29 
years later I'm glad she's clingy. 

The picture here of King David is, God, you're here and I'm here. I'm clinging to you. I've got 
nowhere else to go. This is my devotional life. I just ask you to think about your own devotional 
life. Are you clinging to Him? You won't find your satisfaction in the anything else. Cling to Him. 
First and foremost. He says, "My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food." 

I can't get past this verse without thinking about our second born Connor. Connor's not here 
so I don't have to have permission to tell this. All right, so let's keep it between me and you and 
a few listeners online. Connor was a middle-schooler and what do you say about middle school 
boys? They are just always hungry, right? Always hungry. And we figured out after awhile that 
Connor's just always hungry and he's one of five and it's like, you get one piece of chicken, you 
get one scoop of beans, you get one roll and then it's gone. And we've decided later, he's 
probably just lived his whole life hungry. As a seventh grader or eighth grader, I introduced our 
family to the Dillard house. Can I get an amen? So we go to the Dillard house and when we go 
in and they're like, "are we gonna order?" "No, you don't have to order. You just sit down at 



the table." "What happens?" "Just wait." And so they start bringing the bowls and bowls and 
bowls and bowls, just bringing all that food in. Connor's like, "Eat?" I say, "Yeah eat." He said, 
"Like more?" "Yeah. More, man. Eat." He's just eating and he asks, "they're going to bring 
more?" "Yeah, they're going to bring more, eat." And he just eats and eats and we're walking 
out of there and we get in the truck and they are all sitting there and I hear Connor's and he 
just like, "Amazing. That is amazing." We're pulling out of that drive of the Dillard house and 
Connor looks out the window and he said, "What is that?" We look and I said, "Those are their 
cabins." He said, "What are those for?" I said, "They built these cabins and you can come stay in 
those cabins and eat at the Dillard house and just go back to the cabin." And he said, "You can 
sleep there?" I said, "Yeah, you can stay overnight on the property on the Dillard House." 
Connor just staring and all of a sudden we hear from the back seat, "I'm coming here on my 
honeymoon." He's a seventh grader. I look at Carla and I just said, "No he's not." 

Oh, but in his mind as a seventh grader, he was full. Every delight of his life had been met at the 
Dillard House. King David, "My soul will be satisfied with fat and rich food." God, there's 
nowhere else to feast but in you. 

Last word, defense. Verse 9 through 11 talks about what would happen to King David's 
enemies. One of the great testimonies of a strong and vibrant devotional life is that you know 
what to do with your enemies. King David and his desire for God and his delight in God now 
knew that in the presence of his enemies that this was not his battle. You see, when we grow in 
our devotion with the Lord, we don't get to a point to where we're now strong enough to 
defeat our enemies. When we grow in our devotion to the Lord, we get to the point that we're 
now weak enough to recognize that we need God to fight our enemies. And David is saying, 
Lord, you're going to do it. Those who are coming after my life, they're going to go down to 
the depths of the earth. They'll be given over to the power of the sword. They'll be eaten on 
the battlefield. The king will rejoice in you. Those who swear by him will exalt and the mouths 
of liars will be stopped. In your devotional life, can I challenge you, can I say to you, give your 
battles to the Lord. Let him be the fighter. 29 years for Carla and I and we're not together 29 
years because we don't argue. We're not together 29 years because we've never shed tears 
with each other. I can argue and put on a three day pout with the best of them. Any victory 
that's happened in our life is that at some point in the midst of all of that stuff, Carla speaks up 
or I speak up and say, you know what? I'm not the enemy and you're not the enemy. Let God 
deal with enemies. And you love him and praise him. 

In closing, I hope we'd asked the question of, "How do you cultivate this kind of devotional 
life?" And we can see it. We see the desire, we see the delight, we see his defense was God, but 
how do you cultivate that devotional life. How do you nurture it, grow and develop it, build it? 
How do you have that as a part of your life? Three words. It's relationship. Desire is tied to 
relationship. You need a relationship with God through Jesus Christ right now. If you want to 
satisfy your soul, your thirsty soul, turn from whatever else you've been trusting in and feeding 
on and drinking from, and turn to Jesus Christ alone for your salvation and begin a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Confess 
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead 
and you will be saved. Do you want to know another promise? Jesus says, "I have come that 



you may have life and life to the full." Start with relationship with Christ, and then 
remembrance. Remember what he's done. 

Take a drive down memory lane spiritually. Go back to those moments where you've seen God 
work, where he's shown his glory, where he's answered those prayers. Remember. If you can't 
find those moment by moment things, go all the way back to when you were saved and 
remember that Jesus Christ was born for you. Lived for you, died for you, was buried for you, 
rose again for you and is coming back for you. Remember what he's done in defeating our 
ultimate enemy of sin and the grave, and celebrate that. Let your lips praise, let your limbs 
praise, let your life praise. When we come together in this room for corporate worship, one of 
the things that's meant to happen here is to cultivate our devotional life with the Lord. That's 
why we sing songs that talk about lifting our hands to the Lord. That's why we sing songs that 
say our lips will praise the lord. I can't see but about halfway back in this room so I don't know 
exactly what's going on, so let me just ask between you and the Lord, are your lips praising the 
Lord? Do you sing? Do you express praise for what God's done? Do you ever lift your hands to 
the Lord? It's not a measurement of spirituality. It's an expression of love to just do what King 
David says, "In your name. I'll lift up my hands." With your life. It's relationship, it's 
remembrance. 

And then third, it's release. It's you giving those enemies to God. Here, God, you take it. 
Thirsty souls are satisfied in a relationship with God that remembers his love is better than life. 
Let me give you a picture of this. Let me show you a picture of something that's been satisfied 
by something wrong. Look at the screen. I want you to see this picture. Can you see that yard? 
You see the deadness there? The brownness there. That's my neighbor's yard by the way, that's 
Tim Griffith's yard. I took that picture on Wednesday or Thursday this past week. I want you to 
see his yard now. How about that? I drove by the yard this week and I stopped and I sent him a 
text and I said, "Don't mean to mettle, Tim, but your yard could use a little water." He said, 
"Thanks, pastor." What I found out he had sprayed the whole yard with roundup, put poison on 
it on purpose so he could do this, next picture. Those two pictures are the difference between 
someone that tries to satisfy their life with what you could call a poison or satisfy their life with 
water, and I just want to ask you, which one do we want? 

 


