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I welcome those of you that are worshiping right now in the life building and right here 
in the sanctuary and I want to ask both rooms to look with me. There's an insert in the Sunday 
paper that's related to Wild Summer Adventure. We have referred to this event in our church 
life as Vacation Bible School for years, but this summer we're referring to it as the Wild 
Summer Adventure. This week we'll be on the campus at Oconee County High School. It's still 
at night, the first week of June and some of you've already registered your kids or you've 
registered to serve by doing that online or speaking with someone in the children's building. 
This is an opportunity for you to do this by paper if you haven't already. If you could help us 
serve, we need dozens and dozens of servants to help with that week especially with us being in 
a different location. The demand for servants is greater than years past and there's a place 
where you can register to serve, some information about background checks, and then on the 
other side is a place for you to register your kids for Vacation Bible School all the way through 
middle school. We have Wild Summer Adventure activities for our elementary kids as well as 
our middle school kids during that week. So if you complete this, put it in the connect boxes 
that are at the exits on the walls before you leave today and that will help us be prepared in 
advance for what's going on in that week. Huge, huge week for us and we need a lot of help to 
make it happen. Also in the Sunday paper, there's a connect card we ask if you're a guest, I'd 
love for you to complete that today before you leave. You can either hand it to me or you 
could drop it off at one of our guest service desk on your way away from the properties and 
people there that want to say hello to you and meet you, put a gift in your hand. And if you're 
not a guest here today, I'm going to call your attention to the Sunday paper again toward the 
close of our time, so keep it close by.  

Today is Mother's Day, and as we think about Mother's Day, I want to say to you that 
over the next 30 minutes, I want to build for you a Mother's Day gift. What could that possibly 
look like? If it was wood or paint, not very good, it would not look real good. But I want to 
build something for you and give it to you today. There are acres of anguish that go in to trying 
to figure how a church family should handle Mother's Day. I was thinking this week about 
Sunday's that are difficult to preach and Mother's Day ranks up there as a hard day to kind of 
know what angle to go at it from. It's hard from right out of the gate because I've never been 
one. You can't stand up and say, "Hey, I'd know what you're going through. I know how you 
feel." I don't, and so it's just real different. 

I think as we consider Mother's Day, there are a lot of different emotions about the day. 
Reality is that it's difficult for some people to gather to worship on Mother's Day weekend 
because it is such a hard thing. It brings so many things to the heart and mind. When we think 
about Mother's Day, we're dealing with the emotions where there are people who want to be a 
mom. Who want to be a mom one day, want to be a mom right now, and there are the 
emotions of that as we think about Mother's Day. Mother's Day brings a lot of emotions when 
we're dealing with the thoughts of maybe our mom having passed away and she is no longer 



here, there are the emotions of a home when maybe the kids are absent, they're absent for 
some reason. Maybe this is the year that they just couldn't all get here for Mother's Day. 

It can be difficult when we look around and say, this year is just different from the past 
and then there's the mix of emotions where you want to celebrate and say to moms that you're 
doing it, you're getting it done. Don't be discouraged. Good job. Stay in it. Your work is 
valuable. We've tried different things here at different times to know how to honor moms. I got 
a group text, I was only with a bunch of pastors a few days ago and somebody said, I've never 
been held hostage before, but I have been on a group text and I got a group text from a pastor 
asking, "What are the ways you've honored moms?" I could almost hear the despair now. 
We've given away chocolate. We've given away flowers, or you recognize the oldest mom, the 
youngest mom. You all the carnations in town and try to pass them out. You can get your 
picture made today. There's a photo booth here in the lobby of the sanctuary, we'd love you to 
stop by. There's some photographers there that could help you with that. And I've just come to 
you today with a sense of conviction that there's something that I need to give to you today. 

That there's something that moms need. There's something that children need. There's 
something that husbands need. There's something that homes need. There's something that the 
U.S needs. There's something that our world needs and what we need is for God to win the 
war that is raging daily against our families. And as I look across this room, and I imagine right 
now, those of you that are in the life building, the reality is that it's either our own home, or it 
is a relative's home, or it is a neighbor's home or a good friend's home that we know that 
there's trouble there. There's some battles being lost there and it's real and it's happening all 
around us. And it may be happening in your home this very day. And for the stories that we 
know of, I'm convinced that there are dozens more that are hiding in the shadows of knowing 
that in their home it's not just okay, it's broken. And the offer today and the challenge today is 
really not for us to get to a place of just surviving as a family or just being okay as a family, but 
that we would be able to say about our families that it's awesome. I love my home. I love my 
family. I love what God's doing. It's hard. It's a struggle, but we're winning and God's being 
honored and glorified. I say from time to time to people who are getting married, it is the 
hardest fun you'll ever have, and that's a reality for us. Here's what I want to give you today. 
Here's what I want to build over the next 30 minutes and in the days ahead, and it's this: An 
army of prayers fighting with the power of God against the enemy of our homes, motivated by 
the promises of God. 

God makes great promises in his word to us that have to do with victory and winning 
against Satan and his forces. The enemy that comes to kill, steal and destroy. And today I'm 
calling, I'm making a special call to bring together an army of prayers, a group of people that 
would pray and fast for families, for your own family, and for families around. Why fight for the 
family? Why do it? We fight for the family because families are a living parable of the good news 
of Jesus Christ. When we see the union between a husband and wife, we have a picture of the 
union between Christ and his bride. A picture of the union of Christ and his church as the Bible 
plays it out. It's not some illustration that a southern Baptist pastor came up with in the last 
century. It's not some cute picture that we came up with 200 years ago or 300 years ago. 



But when you open God's word, you see that Jesus is shown to be the groom and the 
Church is shown to be the bride. And when you read Revelation, you see that there's coming a 
day where all of those that are joined with Christ will be invited to a great wedding banquet to 
sit down and feast and live eternally together. And Paul gives to us a picture in the New 
Testament of husbands who are to lovingly sacrifice for their wives and wives who are to 
lovingly submit to their husbands. And when you blend together that loving sacrifice and that 
loving submission, you get a picture of the Union of Christ with his bride, the church. You find 
the joy of salvation. And that's why I would say to you that in our marriages, it doesn't just 
need to be okay. Our homes don't need to just be hanging in there. Our families don't need to 
just be surviving, they should be thriving because of what it depicts to the world as a witness 
for who Jesus Christ is. Imagine with me, Jesus Christ who left heaven and took on flesh and 
lived a sinless life and was tortured for us in death and crucified on a cross and was buried. On 
the third day, he rose again and made appearances in his resurrected body and ascended to 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father making intercession for you and me and one 
day we'll return for his church and we say, "How's your home?" If we say, "How's your 
salvation?" It's okay. Really you think that's the price that Jesus paid for what he wanted to see 
happen, that we would just say, I did all of that. So you can just say, Eh, it's okay. 

Or would he say, "I died for you? I've given you eternal life. I've promised you abundant 
life." Would he not believe that you and I would be saying, "I have joy in my salvation. I've been 
forgiven. I have the hope of heaven. One day he's coming back for me and I will see him face to 
face." We would expect that in our salvation and I would offer to you and challenge before you 
that in the hard work of family and home that our goal should be to thrive, for there to be joy 
in that picture of our homes. How do we get there? Well, it's hard and there's an enemy that 
would try to wipe that out. I want to ask you to take a minute here to open your bibles. Old 
Testament, the Book of judges, use the index if you need to, it's toward the front of the Old 
Testament before you ever get to Psalms or Job. It's Joshua, Judges, Judges chapter six, chapter 
seven if you’re using an electronic devices, the ease of just typing that in judges six and seven 
and if you want word for word put in ESV, I'm reading from the English Standard Version. 

I want to tell you the story of Gideon. As we build this army of prayers for the family, I 
want to make the application from the Old Testament story of Gideon. Have you thought 
about Gideon lately? Somebody walked up to me this morning and said, last night in our home, 
our Bible study was about Gideon. This week when I told our staff I'm preaching from Judges 
six and seven, Scott sent me a picture from their curriculum in the children's building and said, 
“You'll never guess this” and it was a picture of Judges six and seven. It was like God was saying, 
“I want to say all over this property today something about Gideon.” Here was Gideon. God 
called Gideon out when he was timid and when he was not real sure he was the guy to do the 
job. He called Gideon out to lead the Israelite army against their enemy. And his enemy at that 
time were the Midianites. The Israelites were being harassed and oppressed and defeated over 
and over and over again by the Midianites and the children of God had made caves in the hills 
and they were running and hiding from the enemy instead of thriving as a community. And 
every time they would try to raise a crop and have a harvest and produce fruit for them to eat, 
the Midianites would come roaring in and they would steal their harvest and steal their produce 
and leave them desolate with nothing to eat or nothing to live on. And they would go back to 
the hills in and this just happened over and over and over again. In fact, we're told in judges six 



that for seven years the Midianites were oppressing and harassing the Israelites. There's 
something else we were also told, we're told that the Israelites were being harassed and 
oppressed by the Midianites because the Israelites had begun to worship different gods other 
than the one true God. 
Look at it in Judges chapter six verse one says,  
 

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD gave them 
into the hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because 
of Midian the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the 
caves and the strongholds. 3 For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. 4 They would encamp 
against them and devour the produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in 
Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. 5 For they would come up with their livestock and their 
tents; they would come like locusts in number—both they and their camels could not be 
counted—so that they laid waste the land as they came in. 6 And Israel was brought very low 
because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for help to the LORD. 

7 When the people of Israel cried out to the LORD on account of the 
Midianites, 8 the LORD sent a prophet to the people of Israel. And he said to them, “Thus says 
the LORD, the God of Israel: I led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of 
slavery. 9 And I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all who 
oppressed you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 And I said to you, ‘I 
am the LORD your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.’ 
But you have not obeyed my voice.” 

As you read on in Judges chapter six, you find out that the Israelites had begun to 
worship Baal. They had built Asherah Poles, figures there that they would bring their sacrifices 
too, and they would worship at these graven images and they had taken small case g gods and 
put them in the place of capital g God. And they were worshiping and God had allowed the 
Midianites to come and bring them to a low point. 

As you look through this story of Gideon, you find that God calls out Gideon and he 
calls him to destroy the Baal idols that they were worshiping. And by night, Gideon goes in and 
he tears down the idols. He tears down these graven images and the people wake up the next 
morning and they see that they've been torn down and they want to kill Gideon because he had 
gotten rid of their gods. Gideon's dad spoke up and he said, don't do that. Don't kill Gideon. If 
Baal is God, then let Baal defend himself. And so they spared Gideon's life and of course Baal 
what any wooden image would do. Nothing. There was no defense. 
The story goes on and you get to the last part of chapter six, and maybe this is a part that you 
would be familiar with Gideon and that's the putting out of the fleece in chapter six verse 36. It 
says,  
 

36 Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have 
said, 37 behold, I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece 
alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that you will save Israel by my hand, as 
you have said.” 38 And it was so. When he rose early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he 
wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, “Let 



not your anger burn against me; let me speak just once more. Please let me test just once more 
with the fleece. Please let it be dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be 
dew.”40 And God did so that night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground 
there was dew. 

Maybe somewhere along the way you've heard a grandparent say or parents say, "We 
had to just put out a fleece" and maybe didn't know it was Judges six and seven, but it usually 
goes something like this we'll make this kind of statement, "Well, let me be honest. I had to put 
out a fleece." We hesitate just a little bit to say what we did, but we just wanted God to 
confirm it one more time. Gideon has God make these promises to him that he's going to 
defeat the Midianites and chapter seven he begins to take this army of soldiers. It began with 
32,000 soldiers and God's going to take them and fight against the Midianites, but he slows up 
and he says, no, the army is too big. If you take this army against the Midianites, here's going to 
be the temptation. 

You're going to say, look what our armies did. The reality is that it wouldn't matter 

what size the army was, victory would come by the hand of the Lord, but the temptation would 

be, because our army was so big, look what we've done. He's says here, verse one Chapter 

Seven  

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early 
and encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of 
them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 
2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved 
me.’ 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and 
trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’” 

An army of 32,000 shrinks to ten thousand. 22,000 soldiers left, 10,000 stayed. Well, the 
next part of the story is through a really interesting picture. 

God again reduces the army to defeat the Midianites from 10,000 all the way down to 
300. And the way he did that was we've guessed at why for years and years ever since it 
happened. What was God doing? But it was just his way of orderly reducing the army down to 
a size to where they would never be able to claim it was by their own power or strength. The 
scene that happens was that he brought those 10,000 to water to drink and all of those that 
knelt down and put their face into the water and lapped it up. They drank by kneeling down to 
the water, they were put in one group. All of those that came to the water and scooped water 
up with the hand and drank out of their hand like a dog lapping the water, they were put in 
another group and the group that drank out of their hand was 300 and God said those 300 are 
going to go up against the Midianites. So 9,700 soldiers went away. Here you are with 300. The 
story goes on that they took their torches and they took their trumpets. No spears, no swords, 
no shields, no camels. Interesting. It's pointed out in six and seven that the Midianites had 
camels. It's the first time that we know of in God's word, where camels were used in warfare 



and it stood out. It's an intimidating factor for the people of Israel. Those weird animals they're 
riding and now they're being used in battle. How can we ever defeat them? God takes 300, 
stations them on all sides of the Midianites, they shine their torches and they blow their 
trumpets and the Midianites get so confused surrounded by the light and sound that they turn 
on themselves. Confusion reigns, and they'd literally fight against each other and defeat 
themselves and God's promises come true. Let me make some observations about this and 
apply it to our homes and families and praying for them. Number one, we have to start with a 
reality that much of the pain of our lives in our homes can be attributed to other god's being 
worshiped above the one true God.  

The temptation of the Israelites when things went bad, immediately where they turn to 
was, "God, why do bad things happen to good people" and God says, "Back up just a little bit. 
What's happening to you is because my people have begun to worship other gods" and before 
we can build something today, there may be some things that need to be torn down in our 
families first. I'd take just a moment to you today to ask you to do a little evaluation today, this 
week in your life and say, "Have I allowed other things to become a first priority over God?" 

Matthew six, "seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these 
things will be added unto you." Is Christ first in your home? You’ve got to look at things like 
even family itself. You’ve got to look at your job. You’ve got to look at your hobbies. You’ve 
got to look at how you spend your time and how you spend your money and what you do on 
social media, what you do with the computerized world, what you do in your pleasure, what 
you do in your work time and your downtime, and are there some gods that need to be torn 
down? You do that by repentance. You do it by confession and repentance. You agree with 
God what's wrong and repentance is turning away from those things. You cannot save your 
family by serving other gods over the one true God. 

I would call your attention also that the strategy of the enemy was not to render God's 
children no longer his children. The strategy of the enemy was to steal from God's children. 
They would work, they produce their crops. They looked like they were going to have a 
harvest and the Midianites would show up and steal it all from them and rob them and leave 
them with nothing. The strategy and the life of many, the strategy of the enemy in our homes 
and families are to do just that. Maybe today you look, you see my work and I work in a work 
and it feels like there's nothing there, it feels like we're making no progress. It feels like there's 
never enough money, there's never enough time, there's never enough joy to go around. The 
word that would describe our family would be scarcity. 

The enemy comes to kill, steal, and destroy, and maybe that's just evidence in our life 
that the enemy has some foothold. He's gained some territory in your life. What do we do? 
Well, it's not by sword. It's not by shield. We go against the enemy with the power of God. 

Second Corinthians tells us that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but they are 
mighty through God. 

Ephesians six tells us that we can take on the full armor of God to stand against the 
schemes of the enemy. The enemy attempts today to discourage your family. He cannot steal 



your salvation away, but if he can render you, a child of God, discouraged, he's taking your 
power away. He's taking your energy away. He's taking your witness away. And if he can 
discourage a home, discourage a future, discourage a marriage, discourage a family, then Satan's 
won. He's not bothered by you coming to church. He's not bothered by you singing a song. 
He's not bothered by you doing the routine. But if he can keep you discouraged, he's put you 
on the shelf, he's put you on the sideline. The enemy comes and he tries to divide. He seeks to 
divide brother against sister and sister against brother and mom against daughter and husband 
against wife. He tries to bring division in a family where you came together for the purpose of 
companionship. Yet the enemy tries to destroy. There are too many stories around us on this 
very day of families that are being destroyed for us to sit idly by and casually by acting like 
there's no way we can win this battle for the family, for the glory of God. 

So here's my call. I'm calling on you to fast and pray on Fridays for the next 12 months 
for families. I'll say that again. I'm calling you to fast and pray on Fridays for the next 12 months 
for families. Let me tell you what I'm talking about. Let's go to the water and drink and let God 
just do his work of building this army. 

When you talk about praying for families this is what I'm asking you to pray for. I need 
things to keep my thoughts in order and to be able to memorize things, and so these six things 
all start with F and I'm asking you today, would you go to battle to pray for faith in our families. 
Faith. For kids to be saved, for wives to be saved, for husbands to be saved. Pray for the faith of 
a future mate. Pray for the ones that your children might spend the rest of their life with that 
they would know Jesus. If you're seeking that one day, to be married yourself, pray that God 
would give you a person with a strong faith in Jesus Christ. Secondly, finances. The enemies 
great strategy in families is to divide a husband and wife or parents and children over their area 
of money and it’s so much more than just a financial thing. 

It becomes a spiritual battle as families argue and become divided over how money is 
spent, how money is saved and how money is given. And we will pray for faith, we pray for 
finances, we pray for faithfulness. Faithfulness, sexual purity in relationship between a husband 
and wife. Where pornography is not winning, where adultery is not winning. In two weeks, I'll 
do a wedding on Labor Day weekend and for my records that will be the 100th wedding that I 
have done as a pastor and in every single one of those 100 weddings, there's come a point for 
the exchange of rings. And those rings are exchanged with me saying, "and please repeat this 
before God and these witnesses to your wife and now to your husband 'with this ring I thee 
wed as a pledge of faithfulness with all that I have and all that I am, I will honor this covenant of 
marriage.'" 

Friends. If all that we have in all that we are is just the flesh. You can't stand against the 
schemes of the enemy, but I believe with an army of prayers and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
there can be a lifetime of faithfulness in a marriage. We pray for Faith and finances and 
faithfulness and fellowship. Maybe you could call it family-ship. What I'm talking about is that 
there's unity in the family. It's a look-forward-to thing to be able to be home with the family. It's 
a safe place. We laugh together, we cry together, we celebrate together, we suffer defeat 
together. We walk through trials together. There's fellowship, there's closeness, there's unity 



there. We pray for fitness, and by that I mean physical fitness. Like money divides many families, 
many families are divided today by just physical fitness in the home. 

A husband wants desperately for his wife to take better care of herself and a wife wants 
desperately for her husband to take better care of himself. Just the area of fitness becomes a 
source of great battle ground and the enemy can bring division and discouragement and destroy 
a family over those very things. We pray finally for fun. I don't believe God in his design meant 
for salvation to just be drudgery and if marriage is to picture that union between Christ, it can't 
be that marriage is meant for just to be drudgery. Just something we check our box. I mean, 
how many times have I heard as a pastor talking with couples and as you talk to them about 
getting married, I said, yeah, the guys at work says, well, not too long do you get that ball and 
chain. I rebuke that in the name of Jesus. 

Marriage is meant to be something where we fellowship together, we are in union 
together, we are together and we are having fun together for the glory of God. Now I want to 
call your attention to this Sunday paper and the connect card and would you take this, find this 
and you look at this, life building and sanctuary, and on the connect card inside there's a place 
for a name and the contact, but three lines down under next steps. There's this statement, "I 
am interested in the family prayer team." Don't mark it. Hear me? Stop right there. Don't mark 
it. It's very possible that if you're just immediately ready to mark it, you're one of the 22,000 
that needs to just step back. Maybe you're one of the 9,700 that need to just step back. Let me 
tell you again what I'm talking about. I'm talking about fasting and praying and I'm talking about 
taking every Friday of the month and they're being somebody that we know by name on that 
Friday that is fasting and praying for families to win. It's as practical as this, it means that from 
dinner on Thursday night until dinner on Friday night, you don't eat. I'm not talking about 
fasting from Cokes, or cookies, or bread, I'm talking about going full board food fast, water only 
for 24 hours on Fridays. Take a Friday a month and you say "that's my Friday." Second Friday of 
every month, third Friday of every month, fourth Friday of every month, I'm going to fast and 
pray for 24 hours, water only, for families. Fasting is us giving up a physical desire because we 
have a greater desire for a spiritual victory. When we give up those physical desires, it puts us 
in a position of saying, "I'm hungry and in my hunger I'm going to pray. God, would you help 
families according to these areas". Today a few would be a part of this army that would fast 
from about six o'clock on Thursday night until six o'clock on Friday night, from dinner to dinner 
that 24 hours. I'd love to hear from you by mark in it right there. Now, I will say to you that in 
my own family the greatest victories that we have experienced as family, anytime we've seen 
progress, anytime we've seen a win, it's not been because of a seminar we attended, or a new 
book we came across, those are helpful. But when I look back over a testimony of 29 years of 
marriage, what I see again and again and again is that when people by name have come around 
us and prayed for us by name, God moves. And he will win. And I want to build for you and 
build for me an army of prayers. 

It's unusual today because you would love to see a thousand people become an army of 
prayers and I don't believe that's what God wants to do. I believe there's a few on this property 
today that God would say, I need you to go to battle in prayer. And one last thing. I took this 
past Friday, I don't want to stand before you and challenge you to do something that I was not 
doing with you and ahead of time as your pastor, and so six o'clock Thursday until about six 



o'clock Friday, just water only. You know what happens in those 24 hours when you haven't 
fasted in awhile, your head hurts. Your joints will hurt. You get a funny taste in your mouth. It's 
real war. You walk toward the cabinet and turn around. You go the other way. You fill a glass 
of water and you just keep it close to you all the time and you just pray. And then come six 
o'clock you say, thank you Jesus for your faithfulness. Please answer my prayers. One of the 
cool things is you began to see Him work in a mighty and powerful way. Let's pray. Father, 
today, would you raise up here among us and army of prayers motivated by the promises of 
your word. In the name of Jesus, we ask for Your glory. Amen. 

 


