
 
 
 
8:00 - 8:30  Registration, Refreshments & Exhibits 
 
8:30 – 10:00 Main Session One 

 Welcome & Opening Prayer- Bryan Miller, President CFLM 
 Foster Parenting & Adoption- Danny Stevens, Veteran of DFCS 
 Worship- WFBC Worship Team 
 Keynote Speaker- Vermon Pierre, Together for Adoption 

 
10:00 – 10:15 Break 
 
10:15 – 11:15 Breakout Session #1 
 
11:25 – 12:25 Lunch 
 
12:35 – 1:05 Chosen for Life Ministries Adoption Assistance Grants 

 Both Hands Foundation- J.T. Olson 
 Past Adoption Grant Recipient Testimony- Emily Hodge 
 Presentation of CFLM 2013 Adoption Assistance Grant Recipients 

 
 
1:05- 2:15  Main Session Two 

 Worship- WFBC Worship Team 
 Adoptive Family Testimony- Machelle Rogers 
 Panel Discussion- Tough Issues About Adoption 

    Panel discussion to answer your tough questions such as – What if my family 
    does not support my adoption?  How do I deal with questions from strangers or 
    friends that are offensive; What is the best way to deal with inter-racial issues; 
    and more.  Panelists include: Bryan Miller, Nemili Johnson, David Wooten, 
    Vermon Pierre, Chris Fitzgerald, Danny Stevens and Juli Wisotsky.  
    (*Text questions to: 770-851-8113 or drop in box at CFLM exhibit) 
 
2:15 – 2:30 Break 
 
2:30 – 3:30 Breakout Session #2 
 
3:40 – 4:30 Closing Session 

 Adult Adoptee Testimony- Nemili Johnson 
 Opportunities for Local Orphan Care 

 Downtown Ministries- who ? 
 Court Appointed Special Advocates- who ? 
 Dept. of Family & Children Services- Eleanor Mitchell 

 Closing Prayer 
 
 

 
Thank you for attending Today’s Conference! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule of Events Keynote Speaker, Vermon Pierre 
Vermon Pierre is the lead pastor of Roosevelt Community Church in 
Phoenix, AZ. He is a graduate of Princeton University and has a Master of 
Divinity from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. Vermon comes from a 
Haitian family and is the first generation of his family to be born in the 
United States. He and his wife, Dennae, live in downtown Phoenix and are 
the parents of three wonderful children. They are longtime foster parents 
and are involved in promoting adoption and foster care initiatives. Vermon 
also serves with Together for Adoption through teaching and preaching on 
both the theological realities of adoption and the practical implications for 
orphan care and transracial adoption.  
 

Breakout Sessions 
 
POST ADOPTION COUNSELING (Rebeca Gilbert):  I’ve adopted, now what?  Sometimes families feel 
adrift after they adopt and need help adjusting.  Rebeca Gilbert, a licensed counselor, will give general 
guidance, examples and answer questions about what to do after adoption. 
 
ORPHAN CARE (Chris Fitzgerald):  I'm not called to adopt at this time, but I still want to reflect the 
nature and character of our God who is a Father to the Fatherless.  How do I pray strategically for 
orphans?  How do I support my friends and family that are fostering and adopting?  How do I care for 
orphans in ways other than adoption?  Come to this breakout session to explore the answers to these 
questions and discover ways you can participate in orphan care in ways other than (or in addition to) 
adopting. 
 
BRINGING UNDERSTANDING AND NEW HOPE TO ADOPTIVE PARENTS (Nemili Johnson): This 
breakout session will cover a variety of adult adoptees' thoughts, perceptions, and experiences around 
being adopted, bringing to light many topics of which adoptive couples are unaware of or do not yet 
know how to process. Nemili will then explore how to better understand these perspectives while still 
presenting scriptural emphasis on how to bring comfort, joy and hope to your children using God's 
powerful scriptures on adoption. 
 
MAN TO MAN (Vermon Pierre):  Orphans in Scripture are often referred to as "the fatherless," and for 
good reason. What many orphaned children most need is a man willing to be their father - one who will 
love them and care for them in a way that might ultimately point them to the Heavenly Father. This 
breakout will be a call to action to "man up" in one of the most powerful ways we men can. A straight 
talk with practical answers on being a father to the fatherless.  
 
INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION (David Wooten):  What do you need to know to start on an adoption 
journey outside the U.S.? Join David Wooten of Lifeline adoptions to find out and gain a better 
understanding of the process of international adoption. 
 
DOMESTIC ADOPTION (Juli Wisotsky and Shannon Coffey): How do you get started on an adoption 
journey in the U.S.? What are the different types of adoptions available?  Attorneys, Juli Wisotsky and 
Shannon Coffey will answer your questions and give you a brief overview of the steps involved. 
 
FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING ADOPTION (J.T. Olson):  Adoption can be expensive.  J.T. Olson will 
present information on some creative ways to make it more affordable for the average person.  Come 
and be amazed at the ways God can use average people to do amazing things. 
 
FOSTER CARE (Danny Stevens):  There are many misconceptions about adopting from foster care.  
Join Danny Stevens, a 32 year veteran of DFCS, to learn the truth about this viable and loving option for 
adoption. 
 


