
I really love the World Series. I'm not a Nationals fan. I'm not an Astros fan. Honestly, I'm a 
little bit of a bandwagon Braves fan. I would probably be offensive to some of you about how 
little I know about Major League baseball, but I love the World Series. And I love it for a reason 
that you might not guess. I love watching the World Series because of the crowd noise. If you 
walk into the room and the television is on, you can close your eyes and know when you get to 
the channel that the World Series is on. I don't know if they do it intentionally, I suppose so, 
but there's something about the way the crowd noise is fed during the world series. There's 
this hum of the crowd. There's this buzz of the crowd. There's this energy in the crowd that 
even as the announcers are speaking about the game, you know when there's a strike, you 
know when there's a ball, you know when there's a strike that they call a ball. You know what 
the ump says behind the plate. You know if the ball gets almost to the wall, you know if it is just 
an inch outside of the yellow foul line, you know because of the crowd. When you're listening 
to the world series, to me, unlike any other sport or even any other baseball game, the crowd 
becomes the commentator for the game. 

This morning I want to speak to you for a few minutes about crowd noise and specifically I 
want to speak to you for a few minutes about Christian crowd noise. I want to ask you to think 
with me for a minute, what do you hear when you walk into the so-called room of Christianity 
today? What is the crowd noise telling you about Christianity today? When you walk into a 
home that bears the name of Christ, when you walk into a marriage or you walk into a family, 
what is the crowd noise of that home saying about their faith? When you walk into a corporate 
gathering of believers, or a small group of a church, or a denomination of churches, what is the 
crowd noise communicating to us about the impact of eternal life in the hearts and souls of 
men and women? At a moment when we have a chance to shine bright, to give off a good noise, 
if you will, for Jesus. 

The crowd noise of Christianity in these days is very concerning. According to James, one of 
the surest signs of eternal life working in everyday life is how we use our words. How we use 
our words, how we use our speech, because our everyday speech gives away what effect 
eternal life is having on our soul. The way we use our speech gives away what effect eternal life 
is having in our marriages. How we use our words gives away what impact eternal life is having 
between parents and children who call themselves Christians and children back to their parents 
and brothers and sisters among themselves. How eternal life is impacting everyday life, when 
we get together with our small group or we get together as a church, or we look at our 
denomination, it says a lot about how eternal life is impacting every day life. I'm asking you for 
just a minute here to go with me into James chapter four and heed the call, listen to the 
commands, about how we use our words. 
It's not been a fun week to study James, in a way. Someone has said, "Here's what I love about 
James. It only has five chapters." There is, in James here, no fluff, no gray matter. He's just blunt. 
He's to the point, he's like a pastor on a time clock, he's to the point. And James calls us to 
watch our words. Look at it. James chapter four verse 11, 



11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or 

sister[d] or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are 

not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one 

who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor? 

13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 

there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen 

tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 

vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 

that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, 

knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 

So James gives us two commands regarding our speech. He gives us two commands regarding 
our words, and I'm asking you to consider with me how we use our speech, how we use our 
words, and how it demonstrates eternal life in us in everyday life. Number one, James says, 
avoid speaking evil against one another. He's writing to dispersed Christians. He's a pastor in 
Jerusalem that, in likelihood, he knew a lot of these believers that he was writing to. He had 
shepherded them. He had pastored them in Jerusalem. They scattered because of persecution. 
He's getting some kind of feedback from them about what's going on among them, and as he 
walks through this letter to them. He brings up words and our tongue and speech a lot. He 
brings up wealth and how we handle our riches a lot. He brings up wisdom and what kind of 
wisdom we need for living. He addresses humility and pride. In this very clear stated, blunt, no 
fluff statement, he says, "Avoid speaking evil against one another." I don't know if it needs a lot 
of definition, but to avoid speaking evil, do not speak evil against one another, it means don't 
slander one another. It means don't attack one another. Don't be critical of one another. It 
means to not tear down one another, to bring down one another, to speak down to one 
another or about one another. It's how we use our words to belittle someone, to change other 
people's view about someone because of our speech or our words.  

There are two reasons that James gives for avoiding speaking evil against one another. The first 
reason is that it dishonors the law. He says the one who speaks against a brother, or judges his 
brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. James is saying, if you become the judge 
and you are speaking evil about another person, you've put yourself in the chair over the law. 
We understand what this law is referring to because of what James taught earlier in chapters 
two and three, he refers to it as the Royal law. It's a reference to when Jesus was asked, “What 
is the greatest commandment?” He says, “To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength. And the second of these is to love your neighbors yourself.” And James is 
referencing that royal law and here he's saying when you put yourself in a seat of slandering 
someone, critical of someone, bringing someone down, you've put yourself above the law. 
You've become the judge. You have broken the law of loving one another. 



Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not keep a record of wrongs. It does not boast. It is not 
evil. First Corinthians 13 gives us this definition of agape love and he says, when we put 
ourselves in the place of speaking evil against one another, we dishonor the law. Secondly, he 
raises it a level when he says we dishonor the Lord. "The one who speaks against a brother or 
judges his brother speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you 
are not a doer of the law, but a judge, there is only one law giver, who is he? He who is able to 
save and to destroy, but who are you to judge your neighbor?" And it's James' reference to 
God Almighty. He's the one that's able to save. He's the one that's able to destroy. He's the 
judge. He's the law giver and he equates speaking evil, tearing another person down, he equates 
that to dishonoring the Lord's position and authority. We are placing ourselves above God. 

Is it really that big of a deal, the way we use our words? Of course it is. It is because of how 
James defines it and how he demonstrates that it goes against God's law of loving one another. 
It goes against God's position of authority and the place of being the judge. So let's make it 
practical. In your family, in your marriage, do you speak evil against your wife? Do you speak 
evil against your husband? When you're in a conversation with someone else about your wife 
or about your husband, do you speak evil of them? When you're face to face with each other, 
do you speak evil of them? Listen, men, are your words abusive to your wife? Wives, are your 
words abusive to your husband? Do you tear them down with your words? Do you crush them 
with your words? Do you put yourself above God, in your relationship, when it comes to your 
words? 

James says, "Avoid speaking evil against one another." Now, certainly, there will be times where 
we look at situations and thoughts come to our mind and the trouble is that some of us have 
this opinion that if it pops in our mind, then we're free to say it. And James doesn't say anything 
here about your thoughts, but he does say something about your thoughts becoming words out 
loud. And the reality is that too many times we almost wear it as a badge of honor when we 
kind of use that statement that says, "Well, somebody's got to say it." "Well, I probably 
shouldn't say it, but I'm just going to go ahead." No. You know that one of the most spiritual 
things you can do in your life is to take your tongue and place it between your two front teeth 
and just bite down. Just literally bite your tongue. 

James says, don't speak evil of one another. As you read through James, you find out that James 
was very familiar with the Proverbs. You find that he's very familiar with the words of Jesus in 
the Sermon on the Mount. Proverbs 15:1 says, "A gentle answer turns away wrath." Listen to 
Proverbs 15:4, it has to be that James had these verses in mind as he spoke to the believers. 
Provers 15:4 says, "A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit." 
Your tongue, your words, your speech can bring life to a marriage, can bring life to a 
workplace, can bring life to friends, can bring life to a church, can bring life to a denomination, 
can bring life to a small group. Or your words can tear it apart. Robert Murray McShane, 
writing in his twenties many years ago, said that he had resolved that when a fellow Christians 



name was mentioned in his company, that if he could not say anything good about him, he 
would refrain from all speech about him. And he saw that it was better, surely, than to be 
careless with fire and destroy a brother for whom Christ died. 

Jonathan Edwards, writing a few hundred years ago, had a list of resolutions that he made for 
his life to live by. Listen to one of those resolutions, he said, "Resolved, never to say anything at 
all against anybody, but when it is perfectly agreeable to the highest degree of Christian honor, 
and of love to mankind, agreeable to the lowest humility, and sense of my own faults and 
failings, and agreeable to the golden rule; often, when I have said anything against anyone, to 
bring it to, and try it strictly by the test of this Resolution." When Paul wrote to Timothy and 
was training him as a young pastor, discipling him through his writings, he said in first Timothy 
4:13 he said, "Don't let anyone look down on you. Don't let anyone despise you because of 
your youth, but set for them an example in your speech." 

The very first thing he identified for Timothy, that would keep others from despising him being 
young, was this speech. Paul raises it as a test of spiritual maturity and sometimes we flip that 
around and believe that if we're able to speak into a situation and even if it's critical, even if it 
brings another person down, we're standing from a position of believing that it's showing some 
kind of spiritual maturity to be able to do that. Paul says you watch your speech to keep 
someone from despising you of being young. A test of spiritual maturity is how we control our 
tongue. Where does it apply? We certainly would understand that it would apply in gatherings 
when believers come together. I want to remind you that God's word, James' word, carries 
influence beyond just a Sunday gathering or just church property. James' words of speaking evil 
against one another, it carries influence into our homes. It carries influence into our 
workplaces. It carries influence into our leisure. James' words carry influence into basketball 
gyms and football stadiums and at soccer fields. Not speaking evil against one another carries 
influence into our politics and into our business dealings and onto our Twitter accounts and in 
our Facebook posts, in the things that we like and the things that we resend. James says, avoid 
speaking evil of one another. You're putting yourself above God's authority. You're breaking 
the Royal Law. 

So take a moment and just think: are my words indicating, is my speech indicating that eternal 
life is working its way through my life? And as God reveals to us those places where our words 
are dishonoring to him and dishonoring to loving one another, let's be quick to change the 
crowd noise of Christianity. 

Number two, James commands us to avoid speaking boastfully about our future. He says, 
"Avoid speaking evil against one another", and then secondly he says, "Avoid speaking boastfully 
about our future." In verse 13, "Come now, you who say," it's kind of an interesting way to 
address the people. It's almost like we'd say, "Come on, now." It's like, "Come on now. You 
listen to me. Don't, tune out right now." James continues, "To those of you who say," And he 



gives a quote, he says, "Today or tomorrow we'll go into such and such a town, spend a year 
there and trade and make a profit. James is talking about business dealings. By the time that 
Jewish believers had scattered to other places and other cultures, they had left the agrarian 
lifestyle and they had taken on the business trading transaction lifestyle. And they were trading 
their wares and doing their business and they would go on trips and get on ships and they were 
doing business. And James see’s that, and he says, some of you've made your plans and you've 
cast your strategies and you've laid out your projections, and this is what you're going to do. 
And he says, you make statements like that, yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. 
What is your life? It's a mist. Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we'll do this or we'll do 
that." 

James is not speaking against making plans. James is not speaking about laying out strategy. 
James is speaking into our everyday life and decisions and business dealings, and he saying can 
make your plans, but don't leave God out of them. How do you bring God into it? He depicts it 
as being by saying, "If the Lord wills." He's saying, bring your life's actions, bring your future 
before the Lord. Pray about it. Invite him into it. This statement, today or tomorrow we'll go 
into such and such a town, spend a year there and trade and make a profit, is basically a person 
saying, "I will do what I want, when I want, where I want, as long as I want." "God, I hope you'll 
bless this, if we get that far." But James gives three reasons, to close this out, he gives three 
reasons why we should not speak boastfully about our future. 

Number one is the brevity of life. He compares our life to a mist, a vapor, a puff of smoke. We 
drive to school down Hodges Mill Road and it's basically five miles of two lane through the 
pasture and in these mornings you see about two feet off the ground, it's just a mist that's 
hovering over those fields with horses or llama, deer, hay bales. By the time I drive my son to 
school and I turned around and I drive back through there, it's already gone. It's lifted in just a 
matter of minutes. And often a mist or a vapor is even faster than that, faster than I can define 
it. It disappears. It's repeated in the Old Testament and New Testament. It's God's way of 
reminding us that we don't need to go through life without God in on it because life is so short, 
we can't afford to waste it. And the brevity of life should call us to say, we want to do God's 
will is. 

Secondly, we should not boast about our future because of the sovereignty of God. He says, 
"What is your life, for it's a mist." Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will do his 
will. We will do this." He's saying that God's in charge. Now, it's not a chant we have to say, 
but maybe it would do us good, for just a week, for us to begin to say, "I'm going to do this, 
Lord willing." Many years ago people would write letters and sign the initials "DV" under that 
letter. It stood for "deo volente", it meant "Lord willing." I'm going to call on you this week, 
maybe to give this week to saying those words. This is what we're going to do. These are 
decisions we're going to make, Lord willing. Now, don't add "If the creek don't rise." All right, 



the Lord's in charge of the creek too. All right. Just, Lord, if you're willing, I want to go with 
what you're doing. 

Here's the third reason for us to not speak boastfully about our future, because of the pride of 
accomplishment. He says "As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil, so 
whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it for him, it is sin." Don't boast in our 
arrogance. Don't celebrate some kind of prideful accomplishment that ignores God. Well, we 
have to watch our words, is it that big a deal, Pastor? It is. Jesus died for sins like these. Jesus 
lived with power over sins like these. You and I have an opportunity. Imagine today if 1500 
people went out of here with a fresh resolve to live, not speaking evil of one another, but 
maybe building one another up. If we went out of here, not boasting about our future, but living 
according to whatever he wills. We could change the crowd noise. We could change the crowd 
noise in our community and beyond. 

Father, please help us today to walk in humility when it comes to our speech and our words. 
Convict us, change us. Let us be resolved to honor you and honor your word. In Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

 


