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As a church family we will seek Jesus 
the next 40 days by:

1) Reading the devotional for the day 
(if possible as a family or with your room mates or co-workers)

2) Praying in response to what God reveals to you 
during your time in the Word  



What you hold in your hands is a grace soaked testimony to the 
power and beauty of the gospel of Jesus in the lives of people in 
our church family. As a staff we felt like God was leading us to 
focus our 40 days of prayer on families.  Out of that focus came 
the idea to let members of our church family write the 
devotional material for these 40 days. In these pages, you’ll read 
what God is doing in the lives of different people in our church 
across a wide range of life stages and situations.  Our hope 
would be that as you read how God is speaking to them that He 
would speak to you.  You’ll laugh and probably shed a tear as 
people you and I go to church with every week point you to the 
greatness and goodness of our God. 

Our vision for how you would use this book would be:

1) Read the devotional material for the day (if possible as a 
family or with your roommates or co-workers) 

2) Spend time praying in response to what God reveals to you 
during your time in the Word  

We would suggest you pray in these ways:
A) How do you need to respond individually to what God 
revealed today?
B) Pray for that truth to work itself out in the lives of your 
family. 
C) Pray for the people that God will bring across your path 
during the day.
D) As a family pray for people you know personally who need 
to trust Jesus as Savior.
E) How can you pray that truth for the nations?



We’ve included a list in the back of the book of missionaries 
and ministries that we support as a church.  Take some time 
each day to pray for one or two of the people on this list. 

As a staff, we are praying that the families in our church would 
be strengthened and that as a church “family” we would see 
God move in a way that would stir our affections for Jesus and 
help us spread the fame of His name. 

    By His Grace and For His Glory,

              Vic Doss
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Godly Families Fight

"...Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for 
your families, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your 

homes.” Nehemiah 4:14 (NIV)

How many times have you heard these words in your home, "Well, 
it's not worth fighting over." This is certainly true in many cases. 
However, some things ARE worth fighting FOR and fighting FOR 
our families is definitely one of those.

The family was created by God in the Garden of Eden and Satan has 
sought to destroy the family from the beginning. God's design and 
desire for the family faces great opposition to this very day. We all 
can identify with the thought that someone or something seems to 
be fighting AGAINST our families. Whether dealing with the past, 
present, or our future family the battle is real and furious.

The Old Testament leader, Nehemiah, was burdened for the future 
of his people. Their walls of defense were torn down and their 
national security was at stake. They were in shambles materially, 
nationally, and spiritually. Attempts to regroup were met with great 
opposition. However, with courage, Nehemiah led his people to 
stand.

Over the next 40 days I call on you to fight, "not against flesh and 
blood, but against ...the powers of this dark world" (Ephesians 6:12) 
for our families and the families of others. As a church family lets 
line up together like they did in Nehemiah's day. "We prayed to our 
God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat" (Neh. 
4:9).

Written by:
Carlos Sibley

January 27, 2014
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Pray 40 Devotional, Take 6. Previous drafts proved what we already 
knew: I’m overly wordy. Now, I am armed with chocolate. But tear-
stained. Broken. Burdened. Life became heavier the past few hours. 
Friends incurred unspeakable loss again. I lacked patience with the 
common “two steps forward, one step back” dance between 
adoptive parent and child again.

In asking, “Really Lord, when is enough, enough?” a common 
misconception is exposed. God peels away layers in my reasoning; 
knee-jerk response reveals a faulty belief. A belief that (must it 
occur) tragedy should be equally dispersed. I confess I’ve also 
noticed a preference for immunity from the extra junk of life for 
believers following the Lord’s call to something different, hard, or 
seemingly above-and-beyond. Lord please forgive my arrogance, but 
use my honesty for Kingdom good.

Despite these misconceptions, my walk with the Lord has deepened 
over the last seven years; years I frequently questioned His allotment 
of difficulty and tragedy. I observed and even stumbled alongside 
some faithful believers who experienced brokenness during this 
period. As in Isaiah 61, hints of beauty began to rise from ashes in 
their lives. Profound lessons came from those who shared hard stuff, 
confessed questioning in times of trials, and exposed ashes. 

Tonight, I expose ashes.  Another time, I may cover specific lessons 
learned our 1st year as an adoptive family (drafted five chapters in 
Takes 1-5.) Jesus gently reminds me to accept the ashes, while 
eagerly anticipating the coming beauty. Ashes from brokenness, 
tragedy.  Ashes of mourning, amid a faint spirit. Ashes that come 
before Beauty. 

“I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, My soul will exult in my God; For 
He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me 

with a robe of righteousness…”    Isaiah 61: 10

Written by:
Amy Sprayberry

January 28, 2014
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What is our only hope in life and death? 

If you're familiar with the New City Catechism, you'll recognize this 
as the first question. According to the catechism, the answer is, 
"That we are not our own, but belong body and soul, both in life 
and death, to God and our Savior Jesus Christ." This question and 
answer reveal that as followers of Christ, our hope in life and our 
hope in death are one and the same. This is a countercultural truth 
that the world rejects. The world offers hope in the form of 
temporary remedies, such as relationships, accomplishments, things, 
fame, or power; but even the world acknowledges that 
relationships can fail, accomplishments are surpassed, and our 
possessions don’t last. If this “hope” is insufficient in life, it is 
certainly inadequate in death. 

When my father passed away unexpectedly this past year, I was 
continually amazed and encouraged by the hope that we have in 
Christ and the truth of the gospel, which is indeed sufficient in life 
and death. As I reflected on my father's life and his realized hope in 
Christ, I recalled what the Apostle Paul noted in 1 Corinthians 
15:19, "If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied." But we are not to be pitied! Christ rose 
from the dead and conquered sin and death, and as believers we 
have a hope in life that is sufficient in death because "the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in us." (Romans 8:11) 
May we live our lives in a way that manifests this radical hope that 
we belong to Jesus, and experience the life-changing power of the 
Spirit that dwells in us!

Written by:
Nancy Riley

January 29, 2014
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Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How 
impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways! 

(Romans 11:33)

One day, when my daughter, Ally, was three years old, she asked, 
“Mommy, when is my birthday?” Knowing that the date, April 14, 
would mean nothing to her, I decided to connect it to something 
she would understand. I said, “Your birthday is either just before or 
just after Easter.”

“Oh great!” she said. “You don’t know when my birthday is, either!”

Although I had tried to answer Ally’s question in a helpful way, the 
answer she got was not the one she wanted. She had expected me 
to give her a date. When I didn’t, she made an inaccurate 
assumption about me. 

My prayer life sometimes reminds me of that conversation. I ask 
God for something, but the answer I get may not be what I 
expected. As a result, I may assume that God is just not tuned in to 
the details of my life. Of course, nothing could be further from the 
truth. Luke 12:7 tells me that He knows the number of hairs on my 
head.      

Ally is grown now, but our long ago talk about her birthday has 
stuck with me, not only because it makes me laugh, but because 
God has used it to teach me. When I responded to Ally’s question 
by relating the answer to Easter, it didn’t really help. But I’ve 
learned that when I bring my questions to God, looking for answers 
in the framework of Christ’s death and resurrection always helps. 
Sometimes pointing me to Easter is the only response I sense and, 
ultimately, it is always enough. 

Written by:
Martha Hynson

January 30, 2014
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Daniel 10 is a fascinating study in prayer. Daniel receives a 
prophetic vision so disturbing he asks God for further 
understanding. Eventually an angel brings a response in verse 12: 
“Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind 
to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, 
your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. But 
the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. 
Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I 
was detained there with the king of Persia.”

This angel left with God’s answer when Daniel first started praying 
but the passage says he was delayed three weeks by the demon 
(prince) of Persia. This points to a stunning spiritual truth: Satan has 
the ability to delay God’s answers to our prayers; God has allowed 
him that ability. Why?

 How does this glorify God? Perhaps God allows this because it 
FORCES us to press in and pursue Him more. That appears to be 
Daniel’s response in verses 2-3:  “At that time I, Daniel, mourned for 
three weeks. I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; 
and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.”

It’s probably safe to assume this period for Daniel involved intense 
prayer and pursuit of the Lord. Any delay in God’s responses should 
produce the same reaction in us! It should create a greater need, 
desire, and pursuit of God.  I believe that’s at least part of God’s 
desire in allowing Satan to interfere in our prayer life.

Let us heed the command to “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thes. 5:17). 
It’s possible the answer is already en route. Ultimately, Satan cannot 
stop God’s will from being executed. 

Written by:
David Bethea

January 31, 2014
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Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me 
shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 

thirst.” (John 6:35)

Imagine a deer that is wandering and struggling to find a water 
source.  The farther it travels, the more it thirsts.  This is what the 
Sons of Korah compared to their longing to be with and worship 
God in Psalm 42.  Have you ever been thirsty beyond your throat 
being parched? Can you imagine being that “thirsty” for God?  Jesus 
told the Samaritan woman at the well that if she knew who Jesus 
was, she would have asked Him, and He would have given her living 
water.  The water Christ gives wells up into a spring of eternal life 
inside of us.

Or take food.  Imagine the mysterious, heavenly manna that God 
provided day in and day out to thousands of grumbling Israelites.  
Yet each one of them died.  Jesus said He is the living bread that 
came down from heaven that we may eat of and not die.  As 
miraculous as the manna was, Jesus is altogether unlike it.  Again, 
Jesus said He is the bread of life and that whoever feeds on this 
bread will live forever.

Today we get to read these words in light of Jesus’ death on the 
cross.  We know as Jesus broke the bread at His last Passover meal, 
he was foreshadowing His broken body, and just as He poured out 
the wine, He was foreshadowing His blood being poured out.  “For 
my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.” (John 6:55)  Just 
as we are invited to hunger and thirst for righteousness, Christ 
invites us to hunger and thirst for Him alone.  We must daily abide 
in His work on the cross and yearn deeper for Him as our first love.

Written by:
Dustin Sosebee

February 1, 2014
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1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 "…may the Lord cause you to increase and 
abound in love for one another, and for all men…so that He may 
establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and 

Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus…."

Devotional Prayer
Heavenly father, thank you for giving me an earthly and heavenly 
family. Increase my gratitude for my wife, my children, my parents, 
and my siblings. Show me the wisdom of the Godly instruction I 
have received, and make me a conduit for this wisdom. Give me the 
discipline to hold my family dearly in my heart and to pray for them 
without ceasing. Make me rely on your Word to guide me in my 
roles as husband, father, son, and brother. 

Open my eyes and heart to those around me whose earthly family is 
in crisis. Direct my path in my job, my areas of service, and my 
community. Open my heart to those who need an adoptive father, 
son, or brother, and prompt me to do and say things that are 
encouraging, loving, and pleasing to you. Guard me from judging. 

Bless my church family. Shower me, and us, with your grace. Let us 
be warmth to the cold, abundant hope to those in short supply, a 
source of living water for those who thirst. Strengthen us to run 
and not be weary. 

Protect my home. Make my family mindful of attacks from the 
enemy. Build our lives around the mold you reveal in Scripture, and 
give us courage and strength to reject the values of our culture. 
Show us where we fall, and give us humility to submit to your will. 
Make our home a refuge filled with your Spirit and grace. 

In Jesus’ name I pray.   Amen

Written by:
Ralph Moore

February 2, 2014
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Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and 
read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and spread 

it before the Lord.  And Hezekiah prayed to the Lord.
 (Isaiah 37:14-15) 

In this chapter of Isaiah, the Assyrians were attacking Jerusalem and 
were beginning to overpower it.  The situation looked hopeless for 
God’s people.  King Sennacherib mocked Hezekiah by writing a 
letter to him filled with insults about God, which was intended to 
cause Hezekiah to fear and lose hope.  Instead of responding in fear 
and hopelessness, Hezekiah went into the temple, spread out the 
letter in front of God, bowed his face to the ground, and prayed 
with all his heart. 

As an adult, learning to pray when there is an emergency or fear-
inspiring crisis, requires discipline.   However, children instinctively 
know where to turn. When my daughter Abby was four she 
climbed to the top of a tree in our backyard.  Her first response was 
to cry out, “Daddy help!”  She was confident that the solution to 
her problem was daddy.  She didn’t spend the afternoon trying to 
figure out how she was going to rescue herself. 

Often, instead of praying, we respond with anxiety or worry.  All 
we can think about is what we can do to solve the problem.  We 
focus so much on the problem that we forget to call on our Father. 
We get so confused that we don’t even think about praying until 
we reach the point of despair.   Like Hezekiah, our Father wants us 
to cry out, “Daddy, help!” as soon as we are caught in the “tree of 
trouble”.

Written by:
Vic Doss

February 3, 2014



9

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us IN Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places,” Eph.1:3

The make-up of family is used throughout scripture to reveal 
multiple spiritual realities by means of an earthly understanding. 
Family members experience some of the greatest joys and hardest 
trials by living life together. 

The Oxford Dictionary defines “families” as a group of objects 
united by a significant shared characteristic. Family members are 
related because of blood or a covenantal marriage. Languages, 
chemicals, plants, and animals can all be found in a specific family 
due to their one commonality. 

In Ephesians 1, the apostle Paul is writing to followers of Christ at the 
port city of Ephesus (current day Turkey) roughly 30 years after the 
death of Jesus. God reminds the Ephesians as well as us through Paul of 
our “spiritual blessings” made possible by the single and most unifying 
commonality, Jesus! Being found “IN” the Beloved is a life-changing 
truth for followers of Christ.  As putting on newly fitted glasses, this 
changes the way you view everything in life! In Him, there is 
transparency, freedom, peace, grace, love, and boldness with each other 
and Him! We are found perfect and blameless in a family forged by 
blood, the blood of Jesus. This first chapter of Ephesians is flooded 
with characteristics of the children of God only because of who they 
are IN Him. Take a moment and go through the first chapter to see 
who all you are & what all you possess “IN” the Beloved.   

As a child inevitably mimics the actions, words, and mannerisms of 
the parent, we also acquire characteristics, and rightly so, reflect 
the communicable attributes of our Father. WE HAVE because HE 
IS! Now take a moment and take a look in the same text to see 
what it says about the characteristics of your Glorious Father!  

Written by:
Cliff and Rebekah
(serving in Asia)

February 4, 2014
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“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. […] When 
He was at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed and 
broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized Him. And He vanished from their sight. They said to 
each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to 

us on the road, while He opened to us the Scriptures?’” 
 Luke 24:27, 30-32.

When difficulties arise for believers, the temptation can be to 
wonder if God has abandoned us. Recently I read through the 
gospel of Luke, looking for examples of Jesus’ involvement in 
individual lives. Not only was Jesus involved but He actively 
interrupted the lives of disciples, tax collectors, Pharisees, crowds, 
sick, demon-possessed, etc. Jesus’ life on earth revealed to the 
world that God is not distant. (Hebrews 1:1-3)

Jesus’ incarnation is not the only evidence of God’s involvement in 
humanity. In Luke 24, after His resurrection, Jesus walked with two 
disciples who did not recognize Him. In their conversation Jesus 
took the time to teach and explain Scripture to them. When the 
disciples finally realized who He was, Jesus vanished. Afterwards 
they said (paraphrase), “How did we not know that was Jesus? 
Didn’t our hearts burn within us while He spoke?”

A second evidence of God’s activity in a believer’s life is that He 
speaks directly to us through the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16) and 
explains it through His Spirit. (John 14:26) Like with these two 
disciples, God has interrupted the life of every follower by speaking 
and explaining Truth, often resulting in “burning hearts.” After 
having these encounters with God while reading Scripture, how can 
believers deny His involvement in our lives?

Written by:
Emily Kelly

February 5, 2014
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Read Matthew 5:43-48.
What does it mean to love your enemy? This is a question I 
personally struggle with and that's been on my mind for months.   
One particular person (in my family) causes much trial and pain for 
me and my immediate family.  But am I to hate her? No. Am I to 
hope the worst for her? No. Am I to stay in a state of bitterness 
towards her? No. Am I tempted by all of the above? Yes. 

As we relate to our enemies, Jesus is very concerned with our 
hearts.  He knows that what's going on in our hearts can cripple us 
or even destroy us. 

What's going on in your heart towards the people in your life who 
are challenging or seem impossible to love? 

Let's pray for our "enemies" as verse 44 says! 
1. Spend time praying good for them... (For success in their career, 
for grace and wisdom as a parent or as a student, for their health, 
for their relationships, etc)
2. Spend time praying for their souls: that they would know Jesus if 
they don't
3. And finally, pray for your own heart. Ask The Lord to search your 
heart to see if there is any offensive way in you and ask Him to lead 
you in the way everlasting

We need a righteousness that doesn't come from ourselves, but 
from the Lord.  We can't love our enemies on our own; we need 
something stronger than ourselves.  That strength is found in Jesus 
Christ.  We are the children of God and through Christ’s death on 
the cross, we possess and have access to the righteousness of Christ 
and the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.  That’s really the 
only way we can love anyone well.  

Written by:
Julie Murry

February 6, 2014
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Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah. 
Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became 
the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters. So 

all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 
Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.  

(Genesis 5:21-24)

This passage twice references that Enoch “walked with God,” which 
means that Enoch’s life was pleasing to God. This is affirmed in 
Hebrews 11:5, which says that Enoch was “commended as one who 
pleased God.” Was Enoch perfect? Did he live a sinless life? 
Absolutely not! Jesus is the only person in history that has lived a 
perfect, sinless life. Is it possible for us to walk in a way that pleases 
God? Absolutely! The New Testament provides examples of how a 
godly believer can “walk with God.”

Paul told the Romans to …walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4b) 

Paul later reminded the Galatian believers to …walk by the Spirit, 
and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. (Galatians 5:16)

Holy Spirit-directed lives keep us from following after the desires of 
our flesh. We have an opportunity that Enoch did not have. We can 
get up in the morning and say, “Father, by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, I want to walk in a pure and wholesome manner. When I trip 
up throughout the day, convict me and remind me of my walk, so 
that I will confess quickly and get back in step with you.” Walking 
with God does not necessarily mean we sin less often, but it does 
mean we confess more quickly. Walk with a heart surrendered to the 
Spirit in newness of life with a desire for holiness. 

Enoch: a man who walked with God and became a man who walked 
away with God. 

The same opportunity exists for us. (I Thessalonians 4:17)

Written by:
Jason Matthews

February 7, 2014
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God has said:  “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  
Hebrews 13:5 (quoting Deuteronomy 31:6)

Jerry owned a diesel mechanic shop.  He had four children – all boys 
– and they all turned out well.  The oldest had a distinguished 
career in the military.  The second went to Georgia Tech on a 
baseball scholarship and graduated on time.  The third and fourth 
sons both went to Florida State on football scholarships, graduated 
on time, and played in the NFL – one for the Packers and the other 
for the Cowboys.

As a young father of three small children, I sought out Jerry for 
advice on how to raise good kids.  I have never forgotten his 
response.  He looked me straight in the eye and simply said:  “Be 
there.”  I understood his meaning.  To a child, L-O-V-E is spelled T-I-
M-E.  I was busy working to build my business.  I was busy in the 
church.  I was busy in the community.  Certainly, we were busy at 
home.  But, I did not miss the baseball games or the dance recitals 
or the chorus concerts.  I was there.  My children always looked for 
me and gave me that unique head nod that we share that says “I see 
you and I know you are here.”  My children knew I loved them for 
many reasons, but chief among those reasons was that I proved 
they were important to me by being there for them.

God is there for us, too.  Wherever we go, whatever we do, 
regardless of the time of day or night – God is there.  He promises 
us that He will never leave us nor forsake us.  He will always “be 
there” for us – no matter what.  Rest easy in the loving arms of your 
Heavenly Father as you think about the fact that He is always there 
for you – right there with you wherever you are.

Written by:
Greg Sowell

February 8, 2014
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“Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and 
pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.” (Daniel 9:3) 

Daniel sought the Lord God in fasting. His eyes were fixed and his 
faith was firm. Daniel is not the only character in the Bible who 
fasted; just to mention a few: Moses, David, Elijah, Ester, Anna, 
Paul, and Jesus our Savior.

Fasting is a spiritual discipline lost today. This was an expected 
discipline in both Old and New Testament times. Jesus said to his 
followers in Matthew 6:16, “when you fast,” not “if you fast.” In 
Matthew 9 the disciples of John were perplexed at why Jesus’ 
disciples did not fast. Jesus responds “...The days will come when the 
Bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.” The 
Bridegroom was in their midst, it was a time of feasting not fasting! 
Recently going through the wedding process, Brandy and I saw a 
trend of brides dieting before their big day. Just as a bride may deny 
food in order to be at her very best before her groom, we as the 
bride of Christ must continuously prepare for the day we are joined 
with our groom. We must consistently deny ourselves of the things 
wedged between us and our Jesus.  

Fasting has humbled me as it did David. (Psalm 69:10, Psalm 109:24) 
It always reminds me of my ungrateful heart. My prayer through 
fasting is that I would never lose the wonder of God’s grace and 
provision in my life. I see that I so desperately need Jesus more than 
anything!

Today, pray for the Lord to direct your heart as to when and how to 
fast. Center your days around praying and express in worship that 
God is your everything.

Written by:
Daniel NeSmith

February 9, 2014
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“ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…” 

Matthew 6:9-10

I love competition and can turn anything into it. Who can fold his 
or her half of the laundry the quickest? How quickly can I make this 
cup of coffee? Can I take out the trash before Cat, my wife, finishes 
cleaning the kitchen? Turning everyday chores into contests is just 
the norm around our home. The competitive part of me really loves 
to focus on Jesus as King. When looking at the Lord’s Prayer, I enjoy 
praying for His kingdom to come and will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. 

My prayer life really changed when I began to learn that God is not 
only our King but is also our Father. It is so easy for me to 
disconnect the all-powerful nature of God from His Fatherly 
nature. Not only am I approaching a great King (Hebrews 1:3-4) 
when praying, but I am also seeking out my caring Father. Not only 
do I serve King Jesus, but also I am a son communing with my loving 
Dad. It is even weird to mention God as a Dad. It seems too 
personal, too informal, and too intimate.

Having a little boy has helped me with this. I always thought people 
were being dramatic when they said that they could not explain the 
deep love they had for their kids. I was totally wrong. If you have 
kids you understand, there is a love for your kids that transcends 
comprehension. The love we have for our kids is personal, informal, 
and intimate. As we approach God today, let’s pray that we can 
know the tender love our Father has for His kids.

Written by:
Brad Kinney

February 10, 2014
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“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Matthew 6:19-21

Did you catch that last truth? The truth is that if you want to know 
what someone values, look where their money is going. When we 
give to a foundation or when we buy a stock in a company, we 
become invested in it. We research to see how they’re doing, what 
ideas they’ve come out with, or products they’ve developed. We 
now value that company or foundation. So it is with eternal things, 
when we give towards missions or to the poor, we show that we 
treasure God’s glory more than our comfort or security. This is 
worship.

But let’s not skip over the beginning of this text. This is not an 
observation, but a command. If we are using our money to furnish 
our momentary home; here we are sinning. Only a fool moves to 
another country and keeps a currency that isn’t accepted in his new 
home. (1 Timothy 6:7) So let’s trade our rusting copper for eternal 
gold by giving generously. (2 Corinthians 9:7) to making God’s name 
known among earth. We need far less than we think. Talk with your 
family and discuss a reasonable amount you need and give the rest 
to a lost and needy world. He may test you, but the joy in giving 
and the greater joy we’ll receive in heaven will be worth it. He will 
not fail you. (Malachi 3:10)

Written by:
Jerred Rogero

February 11, 2014
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 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
(Ephesians 2:18) 

These words contain the secret to true prayer.  In this statement the 
apostle reaches the grand climax of his mighty argument: that 
Christians are people who realize that the whole purpose of Christ’s 
work is to bring us to the Father by the Holy Spirit’s power.  Here, 
the three Persons in the holy Trinity are described as interested in us 
and engaged together in our salvation.  The whole goal of our 
salvation is to bring us into the presence of God.  Our access to God 
is something that we have; it is access to the Father; and God 
becomes to us our Father because of the work Christ has done on the 
Cross.  

The Lord Jesus Christ admits us into the presence of the Father 
because He is our great sin-bearer.  We now “have confidence to 
enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus” who opens to us a 
new and living way to the Father.  This means that we can draw near 
to Him with a sincere heart and full assurance that He will hear us 
and respond to our prayers.  Yet without the Holy Spirit making our 
prayer real, sincere, and alive the whole exercise will end up being 
empty and tiresome.  Our prayer life begins by prompting from the 
Spirit, continues by strength from the Spirit, and is made real to us by 
the Spirit. 

Let us put it all in one question: Do we enjoy prayer?  If not, it is 
because we have forgotten that Christ has died and risen again to 
“bring you to God.” (I Peter 3:18) And that we are not trusting in the 
operation of the Holy Spirit to work in us the spirit of sonship so 
that “by him we cry ‘Abba, Father.’” (Romans 8:15)  May we ask God 
to give us a greater understanding of what Christ has done, and a 
greater dependence on the Holy Spirit, in order that we might know 
and feel the presence of the Lord and enjoy the peace that comes 
from it. 

Written by:
Roger Beardmore

February 12, 2014
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I met my friend “Amy” soon after we arrived here in Asia.  We met 
on the playground, as Cade and her son are similar ages.  Amy and I 
had many conversations over the year, some about the Lord; 
however, our conversations were often disrupted by our little ones.      

After a year of praying for Amy, I gave her a copy of God's Word.  I 
hoped it would be a springboard for more spiritual conversation.  
When I gave it to her, she said thank you but put it down quickly; 
she didn't seem very interested.  Afterwards I wondered to myself 
and to the Lord, “Did I waste a Bible?”

Not a week later and to my surprise, she texted me: “Thank you for 
your book named 'The New Testament.'  I am reading it and I love 
it.  But sometimes I don't understand what it means. So maybe we 
can share it together?”  My heart was overjoyed and humbled. 

Just recently, over the course of nearly 2 months of weekly study 
together, Amy confessed Christ as her Lord!  Strictly through 
reading & discussing the Word, she came to know and love Jesus.  
He came alive to her through the Gospels.  Though she once only 
thought of him with great fear, through His Word she came to 
know Jesus as a loving, personal, and intimate Shepherd.  

God honored His Word and it was not wasted.  Isaiah 55:10-11 tells 
us His Word will not return to Him empty but will accomplish His 
desires & purposes.  I've been reminded by Amy of the power of 
God's Word to bring dead souls to life, to convict the world of sin 
and righteousness.  Indeed, the Word is alive and active (Hebrews 
4:12).  Am I willing to open it each day to meet Him and allow His 
words to change me?  Am I willing to share the Word with others 
so they can be changed too?  Are you?  May the Lord draw our 
hearts close to Him through His Word, just like He did for our new 
sister Amy.  

Written by:
Stephanie

(serving in Asia)
February 13, 2014



19

And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the LORD your 
God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone 

upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the 
people of Israel, that this may be a sign among you.  When your 

children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 
then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off 

before the ark of the covenant of the LORD ... So these stones shall 
be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.” (Joshua 4:5-7)

The Israelites had just witnessed God part the Jordan River, 
allowing them to cross it on dry ground as they finally entered into 
their promised land.  As great as this was, God knew that His 
people would soon forget.  The memorial stones would serve as a 
reminder of His wondrous act and a prompt to pass it on to the 
next generation.

This year on New Year’s Day, our family spent some time around 
the breakfast table “gathering” some memorial stones of our own.  
Going into a new year mindful of both the blessings and challenges 
a year can bring, we knew it would be important to remember the 
One who had brought us this far.  Because like the Israelites, we 
soon forget.  Our phones have savvy reminders so we don’t forget 
what is ahead, but what do we have in place to help us remember 
what is behind?  

After that morning around the breakfast table, our family had a 
stack of index cards full of examples where God had given us a path 
through the waters around us.  We recounted answered prayers and 
were encouraged and strengthened as we took time to feed on His 
faithfulness. (Psalm 37:3) We keep those cards in a special jar on 
display in our kitchen.  Memorial stones ... because God’s acts are 
worthy to be remembered, and He intends for His faithfulness to 
be passed on to our children.

Written by:
Stephanie Woelfl

February 14, 2014
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Philippians 4:4-9

Have each member of your family find the passage in their Bible. It’s 
special watching young ones flip through the pages of their Bibles 
and pointing their fingers to the right verse. If possible, have each 
person in the family read one verse out loud. If you have older 
children, have them look up the verses in different versions (ESV, 
NIV, NKJ, and The Message) and read the five verses from these 
versions.

 “Do not be anxious about anything but in everything by prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving present your requests to God. “ When 
anxiety creeps in, that is a call to prayer. You can pray while walking 
down the hallway, in the car, or at your desk.  Pour it out to Jesus 
and let Him take it over.  As a family, we should encourage each 
other to share our anxieties and concerns and pray for each other.  
Take a moment and each person share something that makes you 
anxious or nervous.

 “Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable- if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” It’s time to 
take control of our thoughts and when worry or concerns creep in, 
focus on the Truth. As a family create an octagon, basically a stop 
sign, and in the middle of the sign write in big bold letters “Stop 
and think on these” on each line of the octagon write these: true, 
honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and 
praiseworthy. Post this somewhere in your house as a reminder of 
where our minds need to be. 

Finish by praying out loud as a family, having each person pray 
specifically for one person and the concerns they shared earlier.

Written by:
Keith & Jessica Wenrich

February 15, 2014
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Reading: Revelation 3:1-6

“Wake Up”

Are you “that person”…you know, the one that can sleep through an 
explosion at a nitroglycerin plant? If you aren’t that person, my 
guess is that you can visualize the face of someone who fits the 
description. Maybe it’s a spouse or a teenager in your house, 
possibly a college roommate or even an old friend. This person 
comes to mind because you have tried to wake them up before. You 
were the wake up call that you found to be as impossible as nailing 
Jell-o to a tree.

In Revelation 3, we read that the Church in Sardis is in need of a 
wake up call. The wake up call that Jesus is referring to in this 
passage is a rebuke of their spiritual alertness. The Lord 
acknowledges their works and even recognizes the reputation that 
they have of being alive, but in His eyes He sees them as being on 
life support. 

Out of love, Jesus reminds the Church at Sardis to hold onto the 
message of grace that they have heard, and to repent of their sins. 
And while Jesus warns them that refusing to wake up will result in 
His judgment on the Church, He has hope that revival can take 
place because of a few genuine believers within the Church. 

Lord, may WFBC be a church that has a reputation for being alive 
in Christ. May we not forget the message of grace and that it is ALL 
about YOU, Jesus. May we be sensitive to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit on a daily basis. Lord, show me areas in my life where I need a 
wake up call. Examine my heart and show me how I can 
demonstrate your love. 

Written by:
Scott Carson

February 16, 2014
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He is above all things and in Him all things hold together.
Colossians 1:17

Have you ever looked into the door of your junk room and thought, 
“there is absolutely no way I am going to get all of this clean and 
organized?” Me too. As a single, 26 year old woman, I can certainly 
say life over the last few years has felt that way. There is still a lot 
of life to figure out in front of me. There is a past to sort through, 
too; lots of junk accumulated that needed to go into the trash. 
Sometimes we think “what if I need that again?“ You won’t. The 
tasks placed before me seem to get bigger and more overwhelming 
as I get older, but nothing new or better is going to fit until I clean 
out the junk. It may take a while but the Lord will help. He 
continues to make me more capable through His power to tackle 
bigger tasks. Cleaning out is not always easy or fun, but the Lord is 
above all things and will help you. Take this time to reflect on what 
needs to be cleaned out in order for the new and better to fit into 
your life. The God of the universe, the Christ of the cross, the Spirit 
of Pentecost is yours! Let him clean you out and fill you up. He 
wants good for you. There are bigger, better things in store than the 
old garbage you so desperately hold onto. There is work for the 
waiting and freedom in forgiveness. He IS above all things and 
brings all things together. Regardless of how impossible your next 
step may seem or how unclear the strategy of accomplishing it, God 
is big enough to guide you through one step at a time. Because 
despite the impossibility of the task, we serve the One who makes 
impossible things happen!

Written by:
Jacki Hill

February 17, 2014
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The steps of a man are ordered by the LORD, and He delights in his 
way.  Though he falls. He will not be hurled headlong, because the 

LORD is the one who holds his hand. 
Psalm 37:23-24 NASB

The Day The Lord Smiled at Me

In December many years ago, I was at a point of change in my life's 
work.  As I read the Christmas story, I watched as the wise men 
were directed by the scriptures and wise counsel from others 
concerning their pathway searching for the Child - a great pattern 
for seeking direction in my life. 

But the greatest peace one evening came when I said "Jesus smiled 
at me".   As I read Psalm 37:23-24, it became apparent that 
ultimately God orders, directs, and guides our steps into the plans 
He has founded.  He  delights in  the plans He has for us.  He looks 
into the future and smiles about His plans for me, so I can look into 
that future with joy and peace.  

But life happens!  What if I fall or fail?  God is the One who holds 
our hand.  Just as a small child is led and gripped by his parent's 
hand, God will not let us fall headlong.  His grip will keep us from 
destruction.   Skinned knees and bad bumps happen!  God picks us 
up and keeps us on the path He has founded for us.   

Written by:
Lat & Linda Heard

February 18, 2014
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Do you remember the whimsical animal sculptures that local artists 
displayed around town several years ago?  Some pieces are still around. 
Recycled car bumpers, rear-view mirrors, license plates, and exhaust pipes 
have been cleverly bent and twisted until piles of seemingly useless junk 
become barking dogs, swooping eagles, and coiled snakes.  Some folks like 
them; some don’t.  For me, the sculptures always make me smile- not 
because they are creative or quirky but rather because they remind me of 
the way our Holy Father deals with the junk in our lives- if we only let Him. 

Christians are hardly immune to the debris that this fallen world delivers.  
The junk that we often face can be hurtful, confusing, and just plain hard.  
The enemy’s attacks are real, and Satan loves to heap mounds of 
challenges upon us.  The effects of peer pressure, feelings of failure, and 
the wreckage of addiction can burden even the best of families and can 
create mounds of bitterness, discouragement, and doubt.   It is not a 
question of if we will face the rubbish of the world but rather a question 
of how we will handle it when it piles up in our lives.   

 We do have a choice about how we deal with life’s junk.  We can choose 
to keep it, pile it up, and drag it through our lives; or we can choose to 
trust our Loving Father to make something really cool out of it.  While 
unbelievers struggle in relentless cycles of hopelessness, we can choose to 
trust that our Father is in control.   No matter how hopeless or useless 
life’s challenges appear, we can faithfully surrender the piles and depend 
on The Master Artist to transform our junk and us.  He has twisted addicts 
into counselors, altered grievers into comforters, and transformed the lost 
into leaders.  He can do the same for us.

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of 
the Lord, are being transformed.” (2 Corinthians 3:18)

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose.“ (Romans 8:28)

Written by:
Donna Hill

February 19, 2014
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“The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 
in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger 

forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 
according to our iniquities”.  

Psalm 103:8-10

A few days after our grandson Brayden was born, the doctors told 
us that he had a rare lung condition, due to a malformation of his 
lung, and that he would need surgery to remove one of the lobes.  
Our family had been blessed with good health and we’d never had 
to face such a serious situation.  Often, when things like that 
happen, we start asking God questions about why He allowed this, 
or maybe we ask what we did to cause it.  It seems natural to think 
we must have done something to cause the problem.  I know that 
we struggled through those questions.  I don’t minimize the effect 
that our sin has on our lives and the lives of others, but this 
situation made us realize that those kinds of questions are 
counterproductive and are often a way for Satan to separate us 
from our Lord at the time we need him most.  The Lord used these 
verses from Psalms and others to remind us that He is not out to 
hurt us, but He’s waiting to show us His love and compassion.  
When we began to see this and started trusting the Lord, we were 
able to feel His peace and assurance that He is always there for us.  
No matter what your situation, we implore you to turn to the Lord.  
Even though none of us deserve His love or compassion, He’s 
waiting to pour them out on us.  

Written by:
Mike and Pam Ratti

February 20, 2014
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I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience as my 
forefathers did, when I constantly remember you in my prayers 

night and day.  Remembering your tears, I long to see you so that I 
may be filled with joy, clearly recalling your sincere faith that first 
lived in your grandmother Lois, then in your mother Eunice, and 

that I am convinced is in you also.  
(2 Timothy 1:3-5)

A middle school mathematics teacher can easily get caught up with 
instructing students in areas such as solving multi-step equations, 
graphing linear inequalities, and solving word problems.  The 
teacher may even get credit for the students’ growth and successes 
as they meet or exceed standards.  The reality is that a group of 
elementary math teachers established a foundation with number 
sense and basic computation.       
 
When Paul thought about Timothy, his child in the faith, he knew 
who deserved a tip of the hat.  Due recognition was given to 
Timothy’s grandmother, Lois, and his mom, Eunice.  Both had 
communicated a faith in God to their grandson and son. 

As Christians, we have a great opportunity to continue the godly 
heritage that preceded us or establish a new godly line.  Like the 
elementary teacher who diligently laid a strong foundation for 
years of future success, a Spirit-filled life will point future 
generations toward a sincere faith in the One who is worthy of all 
praise.  

Written by:
Randy & Felecia Cain

February 21, 2014
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“Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 

of more value than they?” Matthew 6:26

Promises. Promises are delicate. They can be a source of trust yet 
easily broken. They can forge lasting relationships, but if mistreated 
can create resentment in our hearts. They can be a solid rock or 
tossed around as the waves.

Jesus makes promises. We know many of them because they have 
been told in church since we can remember. They deal with love, 
faith, hope, insert next best moralistic virtue. Still one area we 
ignore is anxiety.

For most, our futures are far from being written. We worry about 
the future and what awaits us next. What school should I attend? 
Who will I marry? What job will I have? Will God bless my family? 
How will I manage to keep enduring these trials? Others may think 
this stage of anxiety about the future has past. Still we even look 
back and worry. Did I make the right choice? What kind of impact 
have I made? Have I wasted what God has granted me? Did I do 
what I promised I would?

Jesus' promises: “Don't worry. Rest in who I AM. I care for the birds, 
the flowers, the earth that I am constantly upholding by my Word, 
the universe that I hold in my palm. You can't add anything to 
yourself so trust me.” God is who He says He is. He is bound to this 
promise by His nature and character. That gives hope. That brings 
peace. Knowing that the King of the universe is big enough to keep 
His promise yet intimate enough to care. All we need is to seek first 
His kingdom and righteousness!

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.” –Matthew 6:33

Written by:
Brian Elder

February 22, 2014



28

An angel of God found her beside a spring in the desert; it was the 
spring on the road to Shur. He said, “Hagar, maid of Sarai, what are 
you doing here?” She answered God by name, praying to the God 
who spoke to her, “You’re the God who sees me! Yes! He saw me; 

and then I saw Him!” (Genesis 16:7-8, 13)

For most people, desert seasons have represented the places of 
preparation or testing… places where we don’t want to linger. Hagar, a 
single mom, was desperate to leave what she felt like was a hopeless 
situation. Rather than remain in an abusive environment, she chose her 
only option:  a risky journey on the desert road. Hagar was helpless, 
broken, and alone, or so she thought.  At just the moment when it 
seemed that all hope was lost, God broke through. Even though she was 
not looking for Him, God found Hagar in the midst of her messy life. El 
Roi, the God Who Sees me, came to her rescue and called her by name.

I have wondered if Hagar ever thought, “How did I get here, in this 
condition, alone in this desert place?” When I became a single mom over 
six years ago, I desperately needed to know that God was with me.  As 
with Hagar, my story was unfolding in a way that I had never dreamed it 
would. At that very place, in the rubble of my brokenness, I faced an 
unexpected encounter with God.  When confronted by my inability to 
hold together my fractured life in my own strength, I arrived at the point 
of complete surrender to God, His love, and His plan for my life.  As I 
finally hit rock bottom, I realized that I was never, never, never alone. 
God had always been with me. And there, in the middle of my desert 
journey, I was changed. Suddenly, my eyes were opened and I could see. I 
became a new creation and began to transform into the woman that He 
had always intended for me to be. He had seen every tear and heartache. 
He cared for me with an infinite love that I previously did not truly 
believe existed. With open eyes, I recognized Truth, His love changed 
me, and deep soul healing began. I was never the same.

Written by:
Jennie Armstrong

February 23, 2014
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Prayer is God’s chosen means of getting HIS will done on earth.  It is 
the way He keeps us connected to Him, aware of our need for Him, 
fostering intimacy with Him.  Surely it is beyond our ability to 
comprehend, but prayer is the key that unlocks the door of His 
power.  Mysterious, but true.

It is always God who moves and acts to answer our petitions, but 
sometimes He calls us to be part of His answer.  Let’s consider 
Nehemiah 4:9 – “But we prayed to our God, and because of them we 
set up a guard against them day and night.”  In this passage, we see 
God’s people rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem which had long 
been devastated by her enemies.  They were excited and hopeful 
about their future, but threats by outsiders quickly discouraged 
them.  In verse 9, we see Nehemiah’s response.

They prayed.  Oh, yes, they prayed.  Many times before, they had 
witnessed God’s intervention in their lives.  They knew that He was their 
source, their refuge in times of trouble.  And it was to Him they turned.  

But we also see that Nehemiah understood that they were part of 
His answer.  They didn’t only pray; they stood guard against invaders, 
equipped with swords and spears and shields, ready to protect the 
wall from attack.  They stood on the truth of God’s provision – verse 
20 says “Our God will fight for us” – but they also knew they had a 
part to play – verse 16 says  “From that day on, half of my servants 
worked on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and 
coats of mail.”

So, as we pray, crying out to God for His deliverance from our 
problems, let’s consider if perhaps He would have us be part of the 
answer.  If our need is financial, maybe He wants us to take an extra 
job for a while.  If we are burdened by a relationship, it could be that 
He directs us to initiate reconciliation or maybe it’s fasting,  or giving 
to meet someone else’s need, or stepping out of our comfort zone to 
serve.  Or….let’s just ask Him and see! 

Written by:
Suzanne Chambers

February 24, 2014
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Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 

Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 

greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 

two commandments.” Matthew 22:34-40

Believing that they could outsmart and trap Jesus, the Pharisees 
came up with a question that in their minds was unanswerable.  The 
Old Testament law was deep and wide.  How could you ever 
pinpoint the most important command? Yet Jesus’ answer is 
simultaneously simple and profound: Love God. Love people.

Loving God is the ultimate pursuit of our life.  So how do we love 
God?  Lets take a closer look at what it means to “love” as the word 
is used in these verses. 

1. Love: to act passionately, intensely. Love is a verb in this sense. 
Love is active, so that in every possible way we move for and 
towards the object of our affection.
2. Love: to be completely at rest, satisfied.  This would mean that 
you would be simply content in God.
3. Love: a fixed admiration.  Love that does not change but is 

diligently focused.

Make this your prayer today: God help me to love you with all of 
my heart, from my inmost being.  With all of my emotions, may I 
love you.  With all of my soul, with all of my life, may I love you.  
Grant me a willing heart to give up all for your sake.  With my 
heart, soul, and mind say, “I love you.”  I wholeheartedly look to 
you, the One who first loved me.  

Written by:
Joel Shinpoch

February 25, 2014
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Do you ever wonder where some of your thoughts come from? One 
of the best visuals for helping me understand this question came 
from watching the play the Screwtape letters written by C. S. 
Lewis. In the play, demons are sent out by Satan to talk to, entice, 
and distract Christians. As I was watching, the Lord really opened 
my eyes to see how the enemy seeks to destroy us. John 10:10 says, 
“The enemy comes to steal and kill and destroy, But He has come 
to bring us life and life abundant.” So daily, some of those crazy 
and random thoughts that pop into our heads are often times 
coming from Satan and are meant for our destruction. They can be 
lies about the way people feel about us, the way the future is going 
to work out, or you fill in the blank for the next one...

Every day that we wake up, we are in a battle. Scripture tells us 
about the spiritual battle that is going on around us and the need 
for us to be aware of what is going on in Ephesians 6.  One of the 
verses that has helped me the most in dealing with taking control 
of my thoughts is 2 Corinthians 10:5. It simply says that we 
demolish arguments and pretensions of the enemy by taking our 
thoughts captive and making them obedient to Christ. As I began to 
meditate upon this scripture, take my thoughts captive, and 
rejecting the ones that were lies, life begin to change for me. I 
began to be able to recognize the lies more clearly and when they 
came I began to reject them and say, “no” in the name of Jesus. 
There is a battle going on every day, a battle for our souls, and the 
enemy wants to take you out. But the God that we serve is much, 
much bigger and through His strength, His power we can win the 
battle! So much of that battle begins with taking our thoughts 
captive! So today when thoughts come into your head that are 
irrational, hurtful, or outright lies say “no” to them in the name of 
Jesus! Take every thought captive that comes into your head today 
and make it obedient to Christ.

Written by:
Jon Messarra

February 26, 2014



32

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” John 4:24

Here, Jesus clearly lays out what He requires in our private and 
corporate worship of Him, worshipping in spirit and truth. Jesus 
isn’t primarily concerned about our image, clothes, buildings, or any 
of the other things we preoccupy ourselves with upon gathering in 
His name.  Jesus is concerned that we worship him in spirit and 
truth, with the right motivation and the right information. 

To worship God in spirit is to worship from the heart, not merely 
going through the motions while inwardly being a dry desert.  It 
requires us to lay all our idols, cares, and burdens at the foot of the 
cross and treasure God alone with all that is within us.  It is more 
than simply outward motions and acts of worship, but rather it’s 
worshipping God with our hearts.  But Jesus not only desires 
heartfelt worship, he desires truthful worship. 

Worshipping God in truth demands an understanding of His 
written word.  God desires us to be rooted in truth when we come 
into His presence, not being tossed around like a ship at sea, but 
rather, anchored in sound theology.  Jesus is stating that he not only 
wants our hearts to adore him, but he also wants us to have a full 
and right understanding of him. 

Jesus requires both spirit and truth in our worship.  Worshipping 
only in spirit opens us up to false teachings and, ultimately, 
counterfeit worship, while worshipping only in truth turns us into a 
Pharisee.  Let us pray that God would turn our hearts and affections 
towards Him, and that a right understanding of his word would 
drive us to our knees in worship. This alone is what Jesus desires 
and deserves.

Written by:
Ryan Millar

February 27, 2014
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Colossians 3:23 says, “whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord not for men.” 

In this verse Paul challenges that “heartily” is to be the posture and 
attitude expected of those who call themselves Christ-followers.  
The word we use more often around here is “wholehearted.” It is 
fascinating to me that the Apostle was writing this verse to 
servants encouraging them in their attitudes as they served their 
masters.  Did you catch that?  Servants, or slaves.  If slaves were 
required to display an excellent attitude, how much more would be 
expected of us?  We all experience incredible freedoms! None of us 
are servants.  On the contrary, most of have great material wealth 
and we want for nothing.  Yet many struggle to live their lives 
“wholehearted, as for the Lord not for men.”

This quote from Charles Swindoll summarizes it well:

“The longer I love, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. 
Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important 
than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, 
than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or 
do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill. It will 
make or break a company, a church, or home. The remarkable thing 
is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will 
embrace for that day. We cannot change our past. We cannot 
change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot 
change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one 
string we have, and that is our attitude.  I am convinced that life is 
10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is 
with you...we are in charge of our attitudes.” 

Written by:
Jason Dominey

February 28, 2014
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“But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you.”
Matthew 6:6

One of the greatest privileges we have in prayer is that we have a 
Father who waits for us when we pray.  Jesus is our teacher in 
prayer.  When we go to the secret place to meet with God, He is 
there waiting for us.  God wants to be near us and spend time with 
us.  We don’t have to be afraid that God will not be there or that 
He will hide His face from us.  Jesus reminds us that our Father is 
already there ahead of us, waiting for us to arrive, and when we do, 
the Father will reward us.  

God is a God who rewards us with good things in prayer, most 
notably His presence.  When we come to the Father in our secret 
place we have the privilege to commune with the Holy One.  It is in 
this secret place where God teaches us that ‘we love because He 
loved us first.’  This love that we come to know and experience 
changes us from the inside.  To know this love is the reward God 
has for us in the secret place.

Today go to a private place where you can be with God.  Go there 
and fellowship with Him.  He is waiting on you.   

Written by:
Ash Blanton

March 1, 2014
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Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this:  to 
visit orphans and widows in their trouble and to keep oneself 

unspotted from the world.
(James 1:27)

The Greek word for “visit” is episkeptomai which means to show 
concern for, care for, come to help or look after.  All throughout the 
Bible we see God’s special concern for orphans.  We see this in 
orphans such as Moses, Samuel, and Esther and the work He did 
through them.  In the context around James 1:27, specifically in 
verses 22 through 25, we see God telling us that we should not just 
listen to the Word but be doers of it.  In other words, take action, 
do what it says.  

One way Christians can care for orphans today is through foster 
care.  There are approximately 400,000 children in foster care in the 
U.S.  An estimated 7,000 of these are in Georgia.  A common 
perspective regarding those in foster care is that it would be too 
difficult to see them go; however, as James 4:14-15 notes, our life is 
like a vapor and we are to follow God’s will.  

We would like to encourage our church to please pray and ask God 
how we could all care for orphans in need like fostering, supporting 
families that do, prayer, visiting them, being a mentor, sharing God’s 
truth, speaking up for them, showing compassion, and providing for 
their needs.  We know the special concern God has for orphans.  He 
expects us to care for them so let’s be doers of His Word and find 
ways to help them, letting them see the light of Jesus through us 
and ultimately the hope of salvation in Christ.  Would you please 
pray and see how God could use you to help these precious 
children?

Written by:
Steve and Jill Archie

March 2, 2014
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Jesus answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.”  But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”  

And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and 
throw it to the dogs.”  Matthew 15:25-26

How would you have responded to Jesus if you had been the 
Canaanite woman, asking Jesus to cast a demon out of your 
daughter?  With indignation? “I am not a dog!”  With theology? 
“You are supposed to love everyone!” With self-righteousness? “I 
have been a faithful follower.”

I am often guilty when I intercede for my family and my loved ones 
of responding to Jesus in these ways when he seems to be giving my 
requests the cold shoulder.  I especially throw the self-righteous 
card on the table.  I don’t use these words, but what I often express 
is “How can you deny me this request after all I have done for you?“ 
But my righteousness doesn’t seem to impress God.

The Canaanite woman gets it.  Her first words to Jesus in this 
passage were, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David.”  Her final 
response to Jesus was, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs 
that fall from their masters’ table.”  She didn’t claim a teaspoonful 
of her own righteousness; she was just seeking his mercy crumbs.

Jesus’ response was “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for 
you as you desire.”

When we pray for a sick loved one, a wayward child, or a financial 
crisis, aren’t we really throwing ourselves on God’s mercy?  The 
Bible tells us in so many places that God is full of mercy.  Great 
faith involves unrelentingly interceding by asking God to have 
mercy on us by helping others.

Written by:
Bill Hager

(serving in Boston)
March 3, 2014
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Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that God may 

open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on 
account of which I am in prison-that I may make it clear, which is 

how I ought to speak. Colossians 4:2-4

Sometimes, we think of prayer as a default option when our plans 
don’t work out or we face a crisis. In Colossians 4:2-4, Paul encourages 
the church at Colossae to, “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” The presupposition is that prayer for 
the Christian, like repentance, is a lifestyle. This interpretation is a 
practical approach towards prayer which Paul consistently teaches in 
his epistles, “pray without ceasing.” (1 Th. 5:17).
 
So, what does prayer look like in the life of a believer? First, it is focused, 
persistent, and bold. Remember the story of the widow and the 
unrighteous judge in Luke 18:1-8? Jesus told us this parable to remind us 
of the fact, “And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him 
day and night?” There is something to be said for a prayer life that is 
dependent on God, regardless of our means or circumstances. 

Secondly, pray for others. In our passage, Paul is asking the church to pray 
for his ministry that the door would be opened for the gospel. Since it is 
God who opens the heart, perhaps we should pray fervently not just for 
missions, but for our families, our neighbors, and our friends.  Ask God to 
give us the very words to speak “to declare the mystery of Christ.”

Finally, prayer is the steadfast, persistent communication with our 
heavenly Father and not “rocket science.” We need an authentic, 
broken, and contrite heart to approach Jesus, the Son of God, and our 
heavenly high priest. “Let us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) So then, we just need to pray. It is a 
discipline that must be developed; it will not happen overnight.

Written by:
Fred Schuller

March 4, 2014
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"He who is forgiven little, loves little." (Luke 7:47)

Jesus arrives by invitation at a local pastor's house named Simon. 
Given the animosity that the Pharisees felt toward Jesus, we 
anticipate some confrontation before dinner is over. Even so, what 
happens next shocks us. While the pastors sit and eat around 
Simon's table, suddenly "a woman of the city, who was a sinner" 
comes in unexpected and uninvited. Tension fills the room. Then 
something scandalous happens.

She leans down next to Jesus and begins to kiss His feet. Then tears. 
A flood of tears - enough to begin to wash off the dust. The 
religious leaders are outraged. "How could a prophet allow this?" 
Jesus breaks the heavy silence, "A certain moneylender had two 
debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When 
they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of 
them will love him more?" Simon answers, "The one, I suppose, for 
whom he cancelled the larger debt." Jesus affirms Simon's answer, 
then adds, "He who is forgiven little, loves little."

For those of us who desire to love God more, Jesus has given us the 
gospel key. Two live wires need to connect in our lives to ignite the 
flame of our love to God: 1) We are deeply wicked; 2) We are 
deeply loved. When these two realities click (that we owe God a 
*massive* debt for sin and that Jesus paid it *all* because of His 
love) we will love Jesus much! Those who are forgiven much, love 
much.

Great forgiveness from Jesus creates great love for Jesus. When was 
the last time you were so overcome by the forgiving grace of God 
that you wept enough tears to wash Jesus' feet? Let's pray for fresh 
encounters of grace.

Written by:
Mark McAndrew

March 5, 2014
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1 John 1:5-9

In our B.C. pasts’ Paul tells us that the “God of this world had 
blinded our minds,” (2 Corinthians 4:4) indicating that apart from 
His Grace we were utterly helpless to perceive the light. But at the 
moment of our answer to Christ’s call, “Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12); the 
Grace of God “delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.” (Colossians 1:13) 
Now we are commanded to “cast off the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light.” (Romans 13:12) However, 1 John 1:5-9 states 
that, despite our regeneration, our relationship with God is 
oftentimes hindered by our fellowship with darkness. And the Bible 
also teaches, and our experiences affirm, no sin is private, and 
fellowship with the dark also obstructs our relationship with our 
families. So what must we do to have light-living families?

In 1 John 1:8, John communicates that it all begins with a healthy 
understanding of our sin in contrast to His Grace. We must realize 
that our “heart is deceitful and desperately sick” (Jeremiah 17:9), 
and that we have fallen short of His glory (Romans 3:23). Gospel 
101 right? So it’s not if we will sin, but how we react to that sin, 
and John continues in 1 John 1:9 that for light-living our reaction 
must be confession. Confession is the first step towards 
reconciliation, not only in our relationship with God but also in our 
relationship with our families. Relationships do not require 
perfection, but they must possess repentance. Initiating repentance 
restores trust, and provides an atmosphere of transparency, and 
transparency is actually intimacy (in-to-me-see). Therefore, let us 
walk in the light, as He is in the light that we may have fellowship 
with one another. 

Written by:
Andrew & Annie

(serving in North Africa)
March 6, 2014
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“Whatever you do get wisdom, if it cost you all you have get 
insight...” 

Proverbs 4:7

Solomon was commended by God for requesting wisdom. This 
always intrigued me. Of all the other attributes of God, why is 
wisdom to be praised? In Proverbs we are again and again 
beseeched to get wisdom. It is called a costly treasure, but do we 
desire it? I have a two and a half year old who is a master at 
displaying unwise behavior; it is so easy to see when you do things 
like: eat dog food, find pleasure in disobedience, and jump on top of 
your brother. As adults we often walk in foolishness, but we have 
become masters of hiding or finding excuses for our behavior. Our 
actions often put our marriages, friendships, finances, reputation, 
and Lord to shame. Wisdom is something anyone can have. James 
tells us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him”. We 
are prideful and think we do not need God’s opinion. In contrast, 
the wise man builds his house on the Rock, who is Christ. This man 
asks for wisdom, and then when he receives wisdom he acts! Wake 
up, God has things He wants us to do! What is God asking you to 
do? Wisdom cannot be separated from obedience; it should be the 
very thing that directs every aspect of our life. Don’t be alarmed if 
in your pursuit of wisdom you find you need to drastically stop 
and/ or start things; you might find that listening to God’s direction 
will turn your life upside down, as it has for many others who have 
answered the call to follow Christ. 

Written by:
Jessica Fitzgerald

March 7, 2014



Please spend some time praying for these 
missionaries and ministries. 

International

Andrew and Annie – North Africa

Cliff and Rebekah – Asia

Benji and Emily – Asia

Stephanie and Andy – Asia

Eric & Ellen – Asia 

Becca Schumann, trying to go to Northern Iraq, still raising support

Brent and Linda Ropp – Wycliffe Bible Translators – all over

Bob and Patty Meredith – Nairobi, Kenya 

Mary & Alan Rathbone – Heidelberg, Germany

Nathan and Claudia Hardeman – Guatemala

James and Ellie Carr – Guatemala

 (hoping to leave soon to be first house parents)

Todd and Deborah Hoskins – Madagascar, IMB

Brad Charles/Cubit Foundation – all over the world

Pastor George Jebulani – Uganda

Amy Washington – Uganda



Stateside

Jon and Diane Deans – all over the US

Bill and Jan Hager – Boston, Massachusetts 

Trey and Caitlin Eitel – Brooklyn, NY

Josh and Kasey Bowles - Kennesaw State University

Scott and Angela Shepherd – Athens/UGA

Margo Theivagt – Georgia and Brazil

Newman Betts – Northeast GA

Michael Woelfl – Atlanta

Nathan Nix – UGA

Jon and Joy Channell – UGA 

John and Beth Starke – Atlanta, GA

Nate Tubbs – Brooklyn, NY



Recommended Reading:
A Praying Life – Paul Miller

A Praying Life Seminar
February 28-March 1st
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