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Every day, you wake up to a worship war. Every day, we wake up to a worship war. 
There is a conflict that meets us at the beginning of every day of our lives. And the 
conflict is over who we will worship, who we will serve, who we will love, who will be 
our lord, who will be our god. That has not changed in 2016 from 500 BC. The only 
thing that might've changed in our lives or our mind is our awareness of the intensity 
of the war. We're calling this series “Waking Up to Different.” And when you make 
that statement in this church, in our community, in our state, in churches across 
America- around the globe- followers of Jesus Christ can identify with that 
statement with an intensity that many have not experienced in their lifetime. The 
war is the same, but the battle lines seem to be more intense. Many of you've read 
the books or you’ve seen the movies The Lord of the Rings. The first in that series, 
The Fellowship of the Ring, opens with a scene where Cate Blanchett's character, 
Galadriel, speaks these words: “The world has changed. I can feel it in the water, I feel 
it in the earth, I smell it in the air. Much that once was is lost, for none now live who 
remember it.” The world has changed. I can feel it in the air. In Daniel chapter 3, the 
world for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had changed. The whole storyline [in 
the] book of Daniel is a world that had changed for these who believed in God. 
Hebrew people were brought from Israel into captivity in what's identified in the 
Bible as Babylon. It helps me from time to time to just get “where's that today on a 
map?” Is that a real place? Modern day- today, Babylon is the country Iraq. And when 
we talk about scenes that are unfolding in the book of Daniel, we’re talking about 
put[ting] your finger on the map of modern-day Baghdad within a 50-mile radius of 
the capital of Iraq. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar had sent his forces and they had captured the Israelite people, 
bringing them in waves and phases into their land. Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego are four characters that we’re introduced to in this story that live a 
life different in every way except for one way. Their convictions were the same. Their 
confidence was the same. And a change in environment, change in government, a 
change in education, a change in the laws of their land that they were living in, 
pressure from the outside with those who did not impact their confidence in their 
God. And it’s a great word for us that as we wake every day with this battle on of 
who we’re going to bow down to, who we're going to bend to, confidence in God is 
our great weapon. It’s rampant in the church today, it's rampant among children, it’s 
rampant among teenagers, it's rampant among believers. You can hear it in the 
conversations, you can see it in people's actions; you can see it in their lack of action. 
And that is an emotion of fear, an emotion of being scared about what's ahead. And 
the book of Daniel comes running into our life in 2016 with the stories of a God 
who’s just as real today as he was in the day when Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego were living and standing for their God. When I speak of confidence today, 
I'm talking about faith; I’m talking about trust; I’m talking about belief. 



 
Daniel chapter 3 is an incredible story of faith and trust and belief. It is an incredible 
story of confidence by Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in their great God. I want 
to read these verses and read the story. I'll let the text preach. It is a story that in 
many ways you just want to get out of the way of. I'm hoping that this story 
becomes way more than just our favorite from kid’s Sunday school- that it grips us 
and captures us and holds our attention and fuels our confidence that we serve a 
great God.  Let’s look at it together.  
 
“King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold.”  Can I just stop right there and just 
remind you of how different the world was at this very moment? When we ended 
last week, Vic closed out chapter 2 of Daniel telling us that Daniel had come and told 
King Nebuchadnezzar his dream and then interpreted the dream. And 
Nebuchadnezzar was so blown away; he was so amazed that Daniel could tell him 
the dream and interpret the dream that he begins to declare some things about God. 
Verse 46 of chapter 2 says,  
 
Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to Daniel, and 
commanded that an offering and incense be offered up to him. The king answered 
and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer 
of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 
 
 And then he appoints Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to positions of authority 
and leadership! That's where we ended chapter 2. We walk away for seven days, we 
walk back in here, we open up to chapter 3 - very next verse after Nebuchadnezzar's 
on his face- “King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold.” Talk about waking up to 
different! Historians are unclear about how much time had passed; it seems really 
great for us just to go away a week and come back a week later. Some historians say 
it could've been as much as 20 years from the time that Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego were given those positions of authority and this moment - we don't know 
for sure - could've been much briefer. But it definitely is a testimony that their life 
and environment had changed. Nebuchadnezzar had gone from being on his face 
before God to creating an image of God for the people to worship. King 
Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold whose height was sixty cubits and its 
breadth six cubits. In our measurements, that's 90 feet tall by 9 feet wide. If you were 
looking in this room, that would be an image of gold that Nebuchadnezzar had made 
that would be as tall as this room is long from wall-to-wall, and it would be as wide 
as this aisle is right in front of me. So a skinny, tall, big image of gold made on the 
plain of Dura. He set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. And King 
Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather this –and he just repeats over and over all of those 
that he called together. He set together the satraps, the prefects, the governors, the 
counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates and all the officials of the 
province to come to the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. And then the satraps, the prefects, then the governors, then the treasurers, the 
justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the province gathered for the 



dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. The orders went out, 
the people came in and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. 
 
Verse four: And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, 
nations, and languages, that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” Therefore, as soon as 
all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped 
the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. ” Well not everyone. There 
was these three guys- Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Verse eight: “Therefore at 
that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. They 
declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You, O king, have made a 
decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 
bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. And 
whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 
There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to 
you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar 
answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you 
do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? Now if you are 
ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and 
good.” 
 
He gives them another chance- he’s like, “Maybe you didn’t get it, maybe you didn’t 
hear it, maybe you didn’t hear the horn; we’re going to go at this one more time. You 
didn’t bow the first time; maybe you’ll bend this time.” The verse goes on, “But if you 
do not worship you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” And then 
he asks this question: “Who is the God who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king -don't miss the 
calmness of this; don't miss the simplicity, don't miss the peace in which Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego speak. As immediately as they were brought in, as 
immediately as they were promised that they would be thrown into the fire if they 
did not bow down; they immediately responded to Nebuchadnezzar. It says, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver 
us out of your hand O King. But if not be it known to you, O King, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up. “ 
 
If you underline in your Bible; if you never have- this is the right moment to start. 



Square it, block it, highlight it, exclamation mark! You'll want to go find this verse. 
Our God, Whom we serve, is able to deliver us! Amen?  
 
Verse 19: “Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face 
was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace 
heated seven times more than it was usually heated. And he ordered some of the 
mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them 
into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their 
tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning 
fiery furnace. Because the king's order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the 
flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning 
fiery furnace. “ 
 
The fire was so hot, the guys who ushered them to the front of this fire kills them, 
leaves Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego tied and bound, and they fall into the fire. 
 
Verse 24:  Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He 
declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They 
answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” He answered and said, “But I see four 
men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the 
appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” Then Nebuchadnezzar came near 
to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire.  
 
Who does that? Who comes out from the fire? They go in bound with ropes, cords, 
their coats, their cloaks, their hats, it even mentions their tunics! They’re tied up, 
they’re bound, they can't even free themselves; they just fall into the fire. And 
Nebuchadnezzar calls them out. The only thing that's affected is what bound them 
they went in.  
 
Verse 27: And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors 
gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of 
those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and 
no smell of fire had come upon them. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed 
be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, and 
yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 
Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything 
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, 
and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this 
way.” Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of 
Babylon. 
 



What you have in chapter 3 is a supernatural, eternal illustration of three guys who 
lived with confidence in their great God. What you and I need in this day that’s 
changing so rapidly is supernatural, eternal confidence in our almighty God. Let me 
say some things to you from this passage about their confidence and our confidence. 
First of all, our confidence is different than the world’s. As followers of Jesus Christ, 
your confidence is different than the world’s. If you reject Jesus Christ, if you don't 
follow Jesus Christ, your confidence will be in a completely different place than a 
follower of Jesus Christ.  Our confidence is different from the world’s because of 
where it’s based. Our confidence is different because of where the foundation of our 
confidence is. Make no mistake about it. When you walk into Daniel chapter 3-and 
we know it to be the story of the men in the fiery furnace- this is a worship scene. 
This is a worship service. The call has gone out; the music is there. The decree, the 
word goes out, and it is a worship scene. It is an event by Nebuchadnezzar where 
he's attempted to bring all the people together. He brings the people together by 
bringing their leaders and their representatives and their authorities, and he brings 
them all together in one place, gives them all an image to worship and bow down 
before to signify that they’re serving what they have created.  
 
And the conflict breaks out when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will not bow; 
they will not bend before this image. Where does the world base its confidence; 
where did Nebuchadnezzar base his confidence? Can I just call your attention to this 
fact -that he wanted to worship? He wanted something before him to cast their eyes 
on. Nine times in these verses that I just read, it speaks of Nebuchadnezzar having 
“set up.” Had set up, had set up, had set up, had set up, had set up, had set up, had 
set up. Just nine times over, it keeps repeating over and over and over again what 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Eleven times in these verses the word worship is used. 
He had set up something to be worshiped, he had set up something to be worshiped, 
he had set up something worshiped- here’s what it’s saying- he'd set up something 
for the people to bow down to. He had set up something for the people to love, for 
the people to adore, for the people to give their affection and allegiance to. It's a 
reminder to us that every day in our world, we face this kind of worship war. Where 
does the world find its confidence? Three places the world bases its confidence- on 
systems, on structures, and on self. Stay with me. The world bases its confidence on 
systems, on structures, and on self. And you look around in the world to say, “Here's 
why you can keep hanging on. Here's a system that'll meet your needs. Here's a 
structure that will meet your needs. Look inside yourself.”  
 
You have Nebuchadnezzar even here; this is so blatant here- the very first verse- 
“King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold.” The king comes and says, “I’m going 
to give you a system. I’m going to give you a structure. I'm going to give you 
something to worship. We’re going to be united around this.” Listen to me, if your 
confidence today is in the system of this world, if your confidence today is in the 
structure of this world, if your confidence today is in your self, you will find yourself 
riding the roller coasters of system, structure, and self-centeredness that rises and 
falls with the sovereignty of God. Vic laid out for us last week; it lays out clearly in 



Daniel chapter 2, kingdoms rise and kingdoms fall. If your confidence is in the 
circumstances of your life, you’re going to lose your confidence. 
 
Our confidence is different than the world’s. Where is our confidence based? Our 
confidence is based on God- His word, His ways. When you read through the book of 
Daniel, here's what comes out over and over again. They’re living in a world so 
different -what comes out over and over again- is not that Daniel’s the hero, not 
that Meshach’s the hero, not that Shadrach’s the hero, not that Abednego is the 
hero. What comes out is that chapter after chapter after chapter is that their God is 
the hero. And that’s where you and I draw our confidence from. That’s where our 
confidence has got to be based; that’s where our confidence has got to be built- our 
God who doesn’t change! 
 
In chapter one, you see God revealing his glory; he shows us in chapter one that he's 
the ruler. In chapter two, he shows us that he's the revealer. In chapter three, he 
shows us that he is the rescuer. In chapter four of Daniel, you see that he's the 
reducer. In chapter five, you’re going to see that he's the restorer and the remover. 
And it just goes chapter after chapter after chapter of God revealing who He is. Our 
confidence is based on who God is. If you’re going to hold on to your confidence in 
this world in a changing world, listen to me; you have got to get into the word of 
God. It helps for us to gather together like this as believers. It’s biblical- Hebrew tells 
us, “Do not forsake the gathering of yourselves together as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another.” A part of us coming together like this is to 
open the word to say, “Let's look at the book.” But listen, it cannot end there every 
day knowing that the worship war meets you. You’ve got to get in the word and 
read stories like this! And build your confidence off of the word of God that doesn't 
change, that doesn't go away. 
 
We build our confidence off of the ways of God; that's his character- what he does. 
When you read God's word, one of the first things that you find out when you start 
in Genesis one is you find out that God is our Creator. You walk into this coming 
week; if you just cling to that one truth your confidence will explode. Whatever 
situation you're in, “Here's what I know, God? I can't make sense of this, but I know 
this- You’re my creator. You made me, you formed me, you fashioned me, you 
shaped me. And not just me- the stars and galaxies and the universe. The sun and 
the moon and the water and the waves and the mountains and animals and stars! 
God, you made it! You’re the creator.” You find it in his word, noticing His ways to 
find out when you start looking at how God works. He works in crisis; that’s one of 
the reasons that you and I ought to be so encouraged today when we look around 
the world and we would diagnose a world or a culture as being in crisis- do you know 
what that that means? That means that the ground is fertile for God to work and 
show up. Amen? 
 
Over and over and over again in Scripture, Abraham is there with Isaac raising the 
knife about to take his life, and God provides a ram in the thicket. The children of 



Israel are running from the armies of Pharaoh and they hit the water and it looks like 
they're going to be caught by the armies, and God parts the sea. They get in the 
wilderness and they’re starving, and God drops manna from the sky. You get to the 
fiery furnace, and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are thrown in the fire and 
Nebuchadnezzar says, “Come out!” And they walk out! It's over and over and over 
again in Scripture where God works in the midst of crisis. Our confidence is different 
than the world’s. It's based on God's word; it's based on his ways. I want you to see 
though, we get kind of excited. You’re like, “Pastor, you’re spitting on the front row 
up there this morning; you’re wound up!”  
 
You need to see this from the word. Our confidence is different from the world, but 
this passage also shows that our confidence will be despised by the world. The world 
that you live in does not want you worshipping the one true God-Jesus. There was a 
day because of values in our country where we took a lot of security and a lot of 
comfort [in] being the majority as followers of Jesus Christ. And there was a fabric in 
our nation where we took a lot of comfort, we took a lot of security almost to the 
point of complacency. That’s fleeting. That’s dissipating. And we live in a culture; we 
live in a world now where people that don't know Jesus are not walking around 
high-fiving you because you do. We find ourselves uncomfortable. You may find 
yourself uncomfortable in your own family living for Jesus. You may find yourself 
uncomfortable in your local school living for Jesus. You may find yourself 
uncomfortable in your workplace when you stand for Christ.  
 
It's laid out here in Daniel chapter 3, it says in verse eight, “Therefore in that time 
certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews.” There is some 
intensity lost in translation the NIV says, “they denounced the Jews.” The ESV's a 
little stronger, “they maliciously accused.” The Hebrew word there is a same Hebrew 
word that was used to describe, “eating the pieces.” They saw Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego and it’s almost like with gnashing of teeth they come to 
Nebuchadnezzar and they maliciously accused. They tear them up in their mind- 
“They won't bow down to you, Nebuchadnezzar.” And when Nebuchadnezzar hears- 
verse 13- “Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego be brought.” The great temptation for us today is to see 
persecution, to take persecution and let it silence us, let it discourage us; let it suck 
the confidence out of us. Listen, the promise from Isaiah 43 verse one, “But now thus 
says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you.” 
 
Why did Isaiah preach that? Because he knew for those that were followers of God, 
there would be a day where the waters would try to overtake them. There would be 
a day where the fires would try to overcome them. Jesus in Matthew five, he says to 
his disciples, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of me.” Paul said to 



Timothy, the young pastor, he says,  “God has not given you a spirit of fear, but a 
spirit of power and a sound mind.” The world will despise our confidence. But in that 
scene, I want you to see that that’s where our confidence will be laid out. Our 
confidence is demonstrated before the world. Do you know why Nebuchadnezzar 
was able to say, “You worship the most high God”?  Do you know why 
Nebuchadnezzar was able to say, “There is no God that rescues like your God”? Why 
did that happen? Because Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood with confidence 
on what they believed in their God. And you and I living in a world of different- the 
call is not just for us to be lizards that just blend in with the scenery. The call for us is 
just to be confident and let the glory of God be revealed through us in whatever the 
circumstances are.  
 
Simon Peter knew this well. In 1st Peter, he writes to a persecuted church. Peter says 
to this persecuted church in chapter four, verse twelve, he says, “Beloved, do not be 
surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.” This is not a day to 
think it’s over for the church. Amen? This is not a day for us to think that it's over for 
the Christian. This is not a day for us to think that it's over for those who follow this 
word. This is a day for us to rejoice because we are being set up by God in an 
opportunity for us to reveal not who we are, but for us to reveal who He is through 
us. Our confidence will be demonstrated before the world. They make a declaration. 
Please see this- that their declaration - it's peace, it's calmness. There's no arrogance 
here. There's no bitterness.  There's not this smart aleck thing that comes through 
their voice that sometimes can come through cocky arrogant believers. Can I just say 
to you that the way to live in this world that's different is not to be mean. Not to be 
arrogant. Not to be cocky. Listen to what these guys say! The tone is so incredible! 
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.” He’s saying, 
“King, we’re not going to defend ourselves. We’re not going to try to explain this 
away. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O King. But if not -be it known 
to you, O King that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that 
you’ve set up-end of story. We’re just not going to bend. We’re not going to bow.” 
 
And you know the third point- God said, “You won’t burn.” They just [said] “This is 
what we believe!” And it was demonstrated before the world. Can I say to you finally 
that this confidence will be declared by all the world one day? Do you know who’s 
doing the preaching at the end of this chapter? Nebuchadnezzar. Not Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. But it was the watching world. The watching world says, 
“Let me give testimony to what I've seen. There is no God that rescues like your 
God.” Philippians chapter 2 verse 10 and 11, Romans chapter 14, Revelation chapter 4 
– “One day every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
of lords and King of kings. “ One day. One day. Every part of our world will declare- 
God is King. Jesus is Lord. Nik Ripken says in his book The Insanity of God, “Evil has 
never stopped doing what evil does, but God has never stopped doing what God 



does.” You and I today are living in a different world.  
 
“So Pastor, what am I going to do? What am I going to do when I face the fire? 
What am I going to do when I just face the persecution? What am I going to do in 
this different world?” Here’s what you’re going to do. In a world that’s different, 
you're going to be different. You’ve got to be different. You’ve got to be different. 
You’ve got to be so different because your confidence is in God. He's your hero. And 
God’s going to do what he's always done! He’s going to deliver you. It may be on this 
side of the grave, or it may be on the other side of the grave. But our God is able to 
deliver us. Amen?  
 
 


