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Let’s open our Bibles today to Daniel chapter four. We’re working our way through 
this Old Testament book of Daniel chapter-by-chapter, week-by-week. And we 
come today to Daniel chapter four. When you hear somebody say, “He's in the 
zone,” does that register with you? Maybe an actor who has just reeled off a series of 
hit movies in a short amount of time, we’d say his acting career or her acting career- 
“They’re just kind of in a zone right now.” You’d say it about a string of deals a 
business does when you look at some business and there’s just deal after deal after 
deal that keeps going through- just saying- “That company is in the zone.” Maybe we 
hear it most often when we think about athletes. We have seen in recent years 
Steph Curry just get in the zone. If you play Xbox or PlayStation, maybe you're a pro 
on NBA 2K. The 2012 NBA [game] I believe the background music to that game was a 
song called “In the Zone.” And the rapper just says over and over again- he says, “I'm 
in the zone! I'm in the zone! The competition’s whack, but I'm in the zone!”  
 
Back before many of you were born, in 1992 Christian Laettner playing for Duke 
University in the East regional final game, a NCAA basketball tournament, took a 
pass from 80 feet away and spun in the air and turned and sunk the game winning 
shot. But that isn't the whole story- the whole story is that that shot made him that 
night in that game 10 for 10 from the floor. And he finished the game also 10 for 10 
from the free-throw line. He was literally in the zone. In a few days, University of 
Georgia will play South Carolina. Just about a year ago, much more recent than 1992, 
Grayson Lambert -he possibly could be in the room right now- this is a good story. 
Grayson Lambert in the South Carolina game set a NCAA record for pass completion 
percentage: 24 out of 25. He set a Georgia record for completing 20 consecutive 
passes. He was in the zone.  
 
I want you to look with me at Daniel chapter four. And it seems like when you come 
to Daniel chapter four, particularly beginning in verse four, that King 
Nebuchadnezzar in many ways was in a zone. Whatever he touched turned to gold. 
Whatever he was doing prospered. In his day, about 500 years before the birth of 
Jesus Christ, he was the ruler of the known world. He had even been a part of going 
down to where the people were that were known as God's people- that were known 
to worship the one true God - and captured them and had brought them back into 
slavery and captivity in the land of Babylonia. He was ruling the world. Chapter 4 is 
interesting because it starts in a way and ends in a way that are very similar. But 
something happens in between there. Daniel chapter four starts with 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of a land that was not God's chosen people. He in many ways 
he had been a worshiper of many gods if a believer in God at all. But through God 
working in his life and working through Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego as 
chapter three talks about, Nebuchadnezzar came to a point to where he was offering 
praise to the one true God. And then chapter four ends with him offering praise and 



declaring praise that God's dominion- it rules forever. And that there is the most high 
God and no one can stay his power. It is a phenomenal testimony of the greatness 
and majesty and power of the most high God. But in between there, something 
happened.  
 
We don't know how many years- there is one measurement of time within this story 
that is a twelve month passage of time, but we’re not sure how much time passes 
from this time of him praising the Lord to a time where he had moved away and 
taken his eyes off of God, taken his praise away from God, and put his praise on 
himself and put his eyes on himself. And let this story kind of unfold- it’s another 
dream. He wakes up with another dream and things are changing around him. Things 
are different for him. 
 
Verse one: “King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell 
in all the earth: Peace be multiplied to you! It has seemed good to me to show the 
signs and wonders that the Most High God has done for me. How great are his signs, 
how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion 
endures from generation to generation.” 
 
Wow. Imagine a king or leader of a nation, the leader of the kingdom declaring these 
words! 
 
And then verse four [is] very different: “I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house 
and prospering in my palace. I saw a dream that made me afraid. As I lay in bed the 
fancies and the visions of my head alarmed me. So I made a decree that all the wise 
men of Babylon should be brought before me, that they might make known to me 
the interpretation of the dream. Then the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, 
and the astrologers came in, and I told them the dream, but they could not make 
known to me its interpretation. At last Daniel –“ Daniel- he’s on up in years now. 
He's kind of hanging out in the shadows. “At last Daniel came in before me—he who 
was named Belteshazzar.” This was the Babylonian name that Nebuchadnezzar had 
given Daniel. 
 
“…He who was named Belteshazzar after the name of my god, and in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods—and I told him the dream, saying, “O Belteshazzar, chief of 
the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you and that no 
mystery is too difficult for you, tell me the visions of my dream that I saw and their 
interpretation. The visions of my head as I lay in bed were these”- and 
Nebuchadnezzar replays the dream to Daniel.  
 
“I saw, and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. The tree 
grew and became strong, and its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end 
of the whole earth. Its leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in it was food 
for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, and the birds of the heavens lived 
in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it. I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in 



bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, came down from heaven. He proclaimed 
aloud and said thus: ‘Chop down the tree and lop off its branches, strip off its leaves 
and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 
But leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, 
amid the tender grass of the field. Let him be wet with the dew of heaven. Let his 
portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth. Let his mind be changed from a 
man's, and let a beast's mind be given to him; and let seven periods of time pass over 
him. The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the 
holy ones, to the end that the living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom 
of men and gives it to whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of men.’ This dream 
I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. And you, O Belteshazzar, tell me the interpretation, 
because all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the 
interpretation, but you are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in you.” 
 
And so the dream is given to Daniel. And Daniel once again is given the ability to 
interpret what this dream means. And even though he knows what it means, he's 
alarmed at the position that he's in to actually tell Nebuchadnezzar what it means. 
He really doesn't want to tell him; you see kind of an interesting relationship here 
between Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar. You see a relationship that Daniel has respect 
for Nebuchadnezzar. He respects his position, he respects his authority, he respects 
that he's a ruler of the kingdom. And Daniel is not in a position here where he's just 
coming in arrogantly, [or] boisterous. Listen to how he replies. Verse 19: “Then 
Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his thoughts 
alarmed him. The king answered and said, ‘Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the 
interpretation alarm you.’” 
 
It was Nebuchadnezzar's way of saying, “Whatever you see, tell me. Just give me the 
truth. Give me the facts; that’s why you're here. And again Daniel responds; listen to 
how Daniel responds.  
 
It was an exclamation; it was like in everyday language, it was like Daniel was saying 
to Nebuchadnezzar, “I wish what I was going to tell you was about your enemies.” 
That’d be a lot better. But it's not.  
 
And then verse 20 says, “The tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that 
its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth, whose 
leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which was food for all, under 
which beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the 
heavens lived—“ 
 
That’s the good part of the dream. You’ve had influence; you have impact. The world 
comes to you, you feed them, you provide for them, you cover for them. 
 
Verse 22: “It is you, O king, who have grown and become strong. Your greatness has 
grown and reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends of the earth. And 



because the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, 
‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump of its roots in the earth, 
bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field, and let him be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till 
seven periods of time pass over him-’” 
 
So [Daniel is saying to Nebuchadnezzar]- “You’re great, you’re strong”- the tree has 
grown and it reaches to the ends of the earth. People come, and they find shadow 
there, they find shade there, they find food there, but the tree that has had that 
much influence and impact will be chopped down and nothing but a stump left in the 
ground.  
 
“But leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, 
in the tender grass of the field, and let him be wet with the dew of heaven, and let 
his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven periods of time pass over him,’ 
this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come 
upon my lord the king, that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling 
shall be with the beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and 
you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of time shall pass over 
you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to 
whom he will. And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, 
your kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven 
rules. Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you.” 
 
Daniel has interpreted the dream and now he has moved to prophet status. He goes 
from dream interpreter to a proclaimer of the truth and he says, “I’ve got counsel. 
Nebuchadnezzer, here’s what you’ve got to do. Maybe God would do something 
different than this dream.” 
 
He says, “Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins 
by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed.” 
 
The New International Version there interprets that phrase “your iniquities” by giving 
favor to the miserable. Favor to the miserable- showing mercy to the oppressed. 
“That there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.” Let me stop right 
there for just a moment. King Nebuchadnezzar is described in verse four as being- he 
said in first person- “I was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace.” I was at 
ease in my house and prospering in my palace. He has this dream; he has the 
opportunity to correct course. He has an opportunity to break off the sin in his life 
and begin to turn his attention toward those who are living miserably around him 
and those who were being oppressed around him. It was an opportunity for him to 
take his eyes off himself and put his eyes on others and on the most high God. The 
next few verses tell us that twelve months pass, and he never changes. He carries 
right on; in fact his attitude almost seems a little stronger than it did in verse four.  
 



Look in verse 29: “At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of the 
royal palace of Babylon, and the king answered and said, ‘Is not this great Babylon, 
which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my 
majesty?’ While the words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, ‘O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed 
from you, and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with 
the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven 
periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the 
kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.’ Immediately the word was fulfilled 
against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles' 
feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws.” 
 
Nebuchadnezzar goes from a point of life living at ease in his kingdom, happy in his 
palace to walking around his roof and saying, “Look at all of this kingdom. Look at 
this city. Look at this place built for my majesty and my glory.” Nebuchadnezzar, as 
far as kings go, he was in the zone. He had the world- let's say he had the world by 
the tail. He was living large. But God puts his finger on something. He shows us that 
the zone that Nebuchadnezzar was in was the pride zone.  
 
I want to give you three characteristics about Nebuchadnezzar's pride in this story 
that is so needed for us to hear as individuals, as churches, as families, as a nation. 
The first characteristic of pride that jumps out here from these pages is this: pride 
has its comfort zone. Pride has its comfort zone where we are tempted to have our 
eyes on our self.  And Nebuchadnezzar, we see in Daniel four, beginning in verse 
four, had moved into this pride zone- a comfortable place. Listen that description; it 
says, “Nebuchadnezzar was at ease.” He says, “I was at ease in my house and 
prospering in my palace.” He walks around on the roof and he says, “Look at this 
great Babylon. Look at this royal residence; look at the glory of this place. It's all for 
my majesty.” He was comfortable in what he had and what he was doing and he was 
at ease. There is a place that pride grows well. It's that street we call “Easy Street.” 
It’s the comfort zone; it’s the place where we look around and we say, “Man, it is 
going good for me right now.” In the country, we used to call it “Eatin’ high on the 
hog.” It's a place where we begin to be so comfortable that we begin to believe that 

we've   done it. That what we have is a result of our  good living, of our  good decisions, 
of our  ability, of our  focus, of our  effort. And there's one sin that God will not 
tolerate. Certainly, he judges all sin and sin separates us from God. But as you read 
from Genesis to Revelation, the sin that God again and again and again addresses 
almost it seems like right away is any time that man takes the glory to himself. 
Anytime that humanity takes glory to themselves instead of God getting the glory 
for who he is, where he is, who he is. Let these verses warn us that there is an easy 
place, a comfortable place that we can get to. There’s a place where the grades are 
coming easy and that the plan you've laid out for your years at Georgia or your years 
in your career- “This is where I'll be by this point; this is where I'll be and then I'll be 
here and this is what I'll do.” And then we’re just checking the box and we get in a 



place where you look back and you say, “Wow. Pretty good freshman year! Pretty 
good third year! Pretty good first year on the job! Twelve months in a row of 
salesman of the month! Look at my kids! Have y'all seen my kids?” You get the 
bumper sticker – hey, my kid’s an honor student! It’s a comfort zone.  
 
Can we just take this as a warning for us today as the individual, as a family, as a 
college student, as a young adult or a retiree- that there is a place where you can get 
so comfortable that you begin to have your focus not on anybody else but just 
celebrating, kind of- “Wow, look at all this.” It's like in those retirement years of just 
constantly monitoring- “Look at how much I’ve saved up. Look at how good I've 
done with my investments. Look at how much I've done to save up for a rainy day 
and for a retirement day.” It's really studying the plaques and the frames and the 
certificates. I guess in some way for a person who loves social media, it would be 
getting your identity or your confidence or building your place in life based on how 
many likes your picture gets on that social media outlet. It would be kind of a regular 
check of how many followers you have. It would be that moment of depression you 
go in[to] when that number goes down by three this month. It's this “me, me, me.”  
 
And Nebuchadnezzar was right there. From time to time you'll hear me refer to a 
couple of different preachers that have influenced my life through the years. One is 
E.V. Hill, an American preacher that pastored for a number of years in Southern 
California. He’s passed away now and still leaves a large legacy. Another is a guy by 
the name of Junior Hill. Junior Hill is just a good old country preacher who grew up in 
Hartselle, Alabama. And I’ve listened to [him] through the years and God’s used him 
in our family's life. And right after college, I had come to a point of believing that God 
called me to pastor, and the church I was working as an intern for sent me to a 
preachers’ conference. I'd never been (that I really understood) [to] a preachers’ 
conference. And they’ve got their own language at a preachers’ conference. You just 
go in, and I’m walking around and nobody knows who I am; I’m an intern! There’s a 
room at First Baptist Church Jacksonville, Florida that seats ten thousand people. It 
takes up a whole city block.  
 
Junior Hill was preaching one afternoon, and I'm listening and he starts telling this 
story. I just go back and God just replays it again and again through the years. Junior 
tells a story about this man who was the guy when you were going to have a 
meeting or you were going to have a public event for preaching or speaking, he was 
the guy you wanted on your schedule. Twenty or thirty years ago, whatever those 
events were- maybe it would be like modern-day Passion Conference where there 
were just going to be certain speakers that you just were counting on being there, 
you would hope they were there, or you would hope they’re on the docket. You 
hope they're the ones that are going to be there. Junior Hill said, “This guy’s like that 
guy.  He was just everywhere and then he disappeared! He just disappeared.” Junior 
Hill said he started looking around checking and trying to figure out where he was, 
and he said, “I was headed down to a small little southern town to a preacher revival 
and I found out that this guy owned a used bookstore in the downtown storefront 



of that little community. I wanted to see him, so I stopped by that bookstore and I 
went in looking for him and nobody was in the store.” And he said, “And I heard a 
noise. And coming from the back of the store was the shuffling feet of a man who 
was kind of bowed over and he looked up and saw me and was kind of hollow eyed. 
And I thought I recognized him, and I called his name. And he responded and he put 
on a smile. He looked way older than his years and he said, ‘Junior thanks for coming. 
Thanks for coming.’ So we went on talking and finally I just looked him in the eye 
and I asked him, I said, ‘What happened? What happened? What happened?’” 
 
He said his response was this: “Junior, I had too much ability.” I had too much ability. I 
had too much ability. And he went on to explain that as time went on he had so 
much ability that he just began to rely on his own ability, and eventually relying so 
much on his own strength and on his own ability led to disaster in his life and 
ministry. What kind of nightmare has to happen in your life? What kind of dream? 
What kind of event has to happen in our nation? What kind of event has to happen 
in your family for God to get our eyes off of our self and off of our goodness and off 
of our accomplishments and on to him as being the one true God?  
 
The second thing we learn in this chapter is that pride has its crisis zone. God will not 
let us take glory to ourselves and rob glory from him. Pride has its crisis zone. And in 
Nebuchadnezzar's life there was a crisis and it was this dream. There was this crisis 
involving both confrontation and compassion. Do you recognize that it is 
compassionate of God for the spirit of the Lord to convict you today? That it’s 
compassionate of God for him to bring it to a place today where he would be willing 
to put his finger on pride in your life? Do you see the compassion? Twelve months- 
God waited in Nebuchadnezzar's life the entire year. He just waited for 
Nebuchadnezzar to give some kind of glory to him, give some kind of praise to him, 
give some kind of acknowledgment. And twelve months passed and he begins 
walking around on the roof of his palace and [saying] “Look at all my stuff! Look at 
what I've done! Look at me!” 
 
And Daniel shows him that the dream means that the influence and impact will be 
chopped off right at the top of the ground. And the world won't be coming to you, 
but you will operate in a way that will be the life of the beast. And the picture here is 
that he literally became- he went from a king walking around on the roof- to being a 
beast roaming around in the fields. His hair grows long like feathers of an eagle. His 
fingernails grow long like the claws of the beast, and seven seasons of time take 
place in his life. And I don’t know how long that is, but over a period of time, he just 
becomes more and more beastlike. Crisis. 
 
When we look around at individuals’; lives maybe it's true of you- we know that 
when you watch where sin has gotten ahold of a man's life or sin has gotten ahold of 
a woman's life. How many times do we find ourselves looking in and saying, “I don’t 
know what happened, they just went crazy! I never thought they would've made 
those kinds of choices. I never thought they would make those kinds of decisions. 



They just went crazy.”  
 
What's going to happen in your college days? This morning driving to church, I 
remembered an encounter that I had right back here in my left side of this life 
building. We used to have a little table set up back there that was kind of a welcome 
center. We’d give out mints and cards and greet people who were coming in and 
coming out. And one Sunday, I was standing back there at the end of the service just 
a few years ago. And a little tiny girl walked up to me. And she was very frail, very 
small. And she introduced herself to me and she said, “You won't remember me.” She 
said, “I'm graduating in a few days and I visited this church when I was a freshman.” 
And I said, “Hello, it’s great to meet you.” She said, “I just wanted you to know 
today,” she said, “I haven't been here in four years.” She said, “I came when I was a 
freshman and somewhere-,” I'm telling you this is not word for word but this is 
subject for subject what she said. She said, “I came as a freshman and my freshman 
year I got involved with alcohol. And for the last four years, I've been an alcoholic 
here as a student. And I just wanted to come back today and tell you-“ And she 
began to share with me just how the Lord had changed her life and brought her back 
to where she was. And she just kind of wanted to say goodbye on her way out of 
town. 
 
In your life- what’s it going to look like for the next four years? What it’s going to 
look like for the next year? What's it going to look like as you head into being a 
young adult, [or] as you head toward retirement? Pride, self-centered, self-focused, 
all about you, all about me- there's this time of crisis. I look around in our nation and 
I've said it, and I’ll say it again, there’s just times where we look around and then I just 
hold my hands up and I say, “We are crazy! What are we thinking? Where did this 
come from? What is going on in our land? What is going on in our world?” The only 
way you can describe it sometimes is just - it's like we become beasts in a field with 
some kind of whole different set of morals that just seem insane. Pride has its crisis 
zone. 
 
The third thing we see here in this story of King Nebuchadnezzar is that pride has its 
confession zone. There's a time God puts his finger on something, and if it's going to 
change, you’ve got to confess your sin. You've got to repent of your sin. I don't know 
how to bring change in a nation as a whole. It's going to be something supernatural 
to where a nation would- somehow there be an awakening that we would repent of 
national sins that we're a part of. And I would just say to you here that Daniel 
doesn't go into the details, he just says, “Break off your sins by practicing 
righteousness.” In some way it leaves it vague enough to say, “Nebuchadnezzar, you 
know where you're wrong.” And it wouldn't take much for us to look around in our 
nation to just see places where we’re wrong. We just hold God's word up next to 
those things. He does identify one thing though clearly. He says, “Break off your sins 
by practicing righteousness and your iniquities by showing mercy.” Break off your 
iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed. He said earlier, “Break off your 
iniquities by giving favor to the miserable.”  



 
Here's the thing I believe that's so key here. The thing that happens when we 
become prideful is that we take our eyes off of those that are hurting around us and 
we become very concerned about self. It’s a great lesson for us as a nation. It’s a 
great lesson for us as families. It’s a great lesson for us as a church. That in our 
looking around to see how things are going and celebrating things that are going on, 
that we are quick to give God the glory, that we’re quick to get our eyes off of our 
self and we’re quick to be looking to see if there is some way, is there some people 
group, some person, some other family, some other place, where our eyes could be 
focused where we would show that God is the most high in our life? And it comes 
through because we see that those in ministry are being helped in some way by us.  
 
Daniel says to Nebuchadnezzar, “Break it off! Cut it out! Change!” Here's the lesson 
of Daniel four: God allows change in our life to get our attention in the right place. 
And that right place is on him. And Nebuchadnezzar somehow had gotten his 
attention off on himself and he has this dream, and he wakes up to something that’s 
going to be very different. And in our world, in our life, personally in our life as 
families and individuals- maybe in your workplace- God allows change to happen to 
stir us, to wake us, to get our attention, to remind us that there is one true God. We 
cannot do this life in our own ability. As I read through this chapter, you get to the 
end of chapter 4 and Nebuchadnezzar has learned. Nebuchadnezzar has learned. 
Listen to it. 
 
“At the end of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar-“ Verse 34- Now remember that this is the 
King of Babylonia, the ruler of the known world. Can you imagine today living in a 
day where someone says, “Forget the polls. Forget testing the wind. Forget what 
this will cost me, I'm just going to declare this”?  
 
“At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven-“ Notice the 
change of perspective! Notice the change of where he’s looking! “I lifted my eyes to 
heaven, and my reason returned to me.” 
 
It beckons toward that story of the prodigal son in Luke chapter 15 where he says, 
“He came to his senses and returned home.” Nebuchadnezzar says, “My reason 
returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives 
forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation, all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 
and he does according to his will among the host of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you 
done?  At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, 
my majesty and splendor returned to me.” 
 
He describes life as a king. He says, “My counselors and my lords sought me, and I 
was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me.” 
 



You'd think he was right back where he was if it ended there, but no, we have this 
testimony from Nebuchadnezzar. The last words we’ll ever read or hear from him in 
the Old Testament- he says [in] verse 37, “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol 
and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and 
those who walk in pride he is able to humble.” He had learned. He had learned who 
the most high God was, and he professed him as King of kings and Lord of lords who 
has dominion over all.  
 
When you look at your life today, has God put his finger on pride in your life? We 
said it a few weeks ago in our series called “Living Small.” There are two kinds of 
people: those who walk in the room that say, “Here I am” and those who walk in the 
room and say, “There you  are.” Nebuchadnezzar had been a guy that kind of walked 
around saying, “Here I am.” And you get to the end of this chapter and it’s like he's 
saying,  “There you are.” Humility always leads to a cross. It leads to a place of 
recognizing that only God can do what we need. Only God can provide what we 
need. Only God can. Jesus humbled himself, and he went to cross. 
 
In your life today, would you humble yourself? And maybe you need to come to the 
cross of Jesus Christ and recognize that he paid for your sin and trust him today as 
your Lord and Savior, and begin this life of living out a life of praise. Maybe you 
trusted Christ as Savior and Lord, but your life looks a little bit like Nebuchadnezzar. 
You started off with praise and glory to God, but somewhere you got your focus 
somewhere else off of God. And you would sense today- those things going on in 
my life right now those changes, those things that just seem so crazy-may be God 
saying to me: repent. Humble yourselves before the Lord. 
 
Let’s bow together. I wonder here today [as we] think a little bit about our nation 
that we don’t have the platform to call our nation to turn their focus on God. The 
only thing we can do is just individually, one by one begin to take our eyes off 
ourselves and come humbly to God and fill our life with praise. I wonder if you would 
pray right now: for yourself, your family, and for our nation. And we would humble 
ourselves and seek the Most High. Just pray, and let the Spirit of God speak to your 
heart, search you and try you and see if there are prideful ways there.  
 
Father, we can be the worst when it comes to self. I pray that you’d break off the 
sins of my life. Lord, I pray for people to come to you for salvation today. I pray, 
Father for you to work individually in our lives. Convict, confront us. Thank you for 
your compassion. God, I pray for brokenness and humility in our families. I pray for 
brokenness and humility in our church. Lord, let us not be prideful or take the glory 
for anything your hand has done. Let us walk with humility before you 
acknowledging that you are the most high. I pray for us as a nation, Lord. You 
worked in the life of Nebuchadnezzar to bring him to the point of praise. And I pray, 
Father for whoever would be the leader of our country- if it's a President Trump or a 
President Clinton. Lord, I pray that today [also] President Obama-that their would 
hearts be inclined to you, that they would know well in their mind and soul that you 



are the most high God. Lord, I pray for you to bring awakening in our land. Stir us 
with revival; turn our eyes to you in humility. We need you desperately. Thank you 
for your grace and your mercy. Thank you for being so gracious that you would bring 
us to a place today to confront us in our pride. And I pray Lord that we’d be reminded 
over and over and over again throughout this day and the days ahead that we’re like 
Jesus when we’re walking in humility. In your name we pray.  Amen. 


